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The Mission of the United Methodist
Church is to make Disciples of Jesus
Christ for the Transformation
of the World.
Methodist preachers have become great resources for “best practices” that ministers should follow
when taking on a new appointment. Thanks to our itinerant system, we as a group have “cornered the
market” on what works well for new pastors and what they should avoid. Unfortunately, through my
transition to Salem, we have needed to run afoul of the conventional wisdom of our denomination.
The third most common action that new pastors should try to avoid is changing worship too much.
For example, ministers shouldn’t change the order of service, or worse, to preach in a style with which the
church is unfamiliar. Like adding overhead slides with pictures and worship notes. (Strike one.) The second
issue is that ministers should do all they can to avoid changing service times. Like shifting all three services
by fifteen minutes. (Strike two.) But the clear #1 thing that new pastors should avoid is taking up highly
contentious issues that will cause disruption within the church. Like the matter before the United
Methodist Church concerning disaffiliation. Well, this article is to prepare everyone for that discussion with
the sincere hope that we won’t strike out.
Our denomination is in the midst of schism (i.e., a denominational split). Some contend that this is
exclusively over the matter of LBGTQIA+ inclusion, but I firmly believe this is only the presenting symptom
of greater, much weightier concerns. We disagree on matters of scriptural authority and ecclesial
disobedience, with the LGBTQIA+ community becoming a pivot point within this debate.
Before I was appointed to the church, this matter was prevalent such that your leaders were already
in discussion about a path forward. Toward this end, some outside parties were invited to help explain the
situation. To be perfectly honest, I would like nothing more than to punt this issue a year and at least get
to know everyone’s name, but in light of recent (and upcoming) events, I believe that we as a church must
engage with this issue immediately. The reasons for this urgency are rather straightforward: not only is
there a substantial financial concern at play, but there is also a time deadline of which we must be
cognizant.

The big question before us, however, is how we shall engage in this discussion. Some congregations
have simply gotten together and taken a vote. Conversely, others have railed at one another, hurting
feelings and relationships. I want to avoid the latter option as much as I humanly can, but I don’t believe
the first option is available for us. I simply haven’t been here long enough for a quick, easy vote.
Furthermore, what I have heard from the leadership of this church is that many people would like more
information about what is going on, and why disaffiliation from the UMC might be necessary. I believe
these are perfectly valid concerns that we need to address as a family of faith.
I also recognize that nobody is going to walk away from this discussion unaffected. We are all going
to be hurt as we engage in this topic, as well as engaging in any actions that we as a church might decide
are necessary. Friends (and I do truly consider you my friends, even at this early stage), while I know this
pain is unavoidable, I want to mitigate the impact of that pain as much as we can, and I certainly do not
want to alienate or harm any member of our family.

Therefore, I am calling for a series of prayer and informational meetings to be held on Sunday
afternoons throughout the month of August. These meetings will be for members only and exclusively for
the purpose of considering the issue of leaving the UMC to join the Global Methodist Church. The purpose
for these meetings can’t be repeated or emphasized enough: we MUST pray together on these matters.
Not only do we require the wisdom of our heavenly Father, but we desperately need the lordship of Christ
and the movement of the Spirit in our midst.
In an effort to head off open confrontation – intentional or not – I am asking for the congregation to
submit any questions they may have in writing. While I plan to present information about the nature of our
disagreement and events that have occurred which have culminated in the disaffiliation process, I also
want to answer as many questions as possible in the most expedient manner. However, the first two
meetings are planned to intentionally not incorporate open question and answer times. I would like to
address the most common concerns first, hopefully getting us all on the same footing, and then allow the
congregation to ask more individualized questions at later meetings.
Toward this goal, starting this week we will be making question slips available at our worship
services. I am requesting only one question per paper. More slips will be available at the Welcome Center
near the office in the sanctuary. This is also where a box will be located for submission of these forms. I will
be the only one looking at the forms, but I do request that every submission come with a name and a
means of contact (i.e., a phone number or email address). This is not to single anyone out or embarrass
any member of our church, but so that I can make contact if I don’t fully understand what is being asked.
Please do not call me or ask a question during our weekly events, as I am liable to forget details and the
purpose of that question, let alone the substance.
I am not trying to prevent discussion through these steps, but rather to influence and to manage
the spirit of our discourse. This is an unfortunate situation that none of us wanted, and so we must put our
faith in the Father of light and the Lord of heaven. I believe that knowledge illuminates what we do not
understand, but perfect love drives out fear (1 John 4:18). So let us move forward with courage, seeking
the righteousness of our Savior, and may the world know that we are Christians by how we love one
another.

For Christ and His kingdom,
Byron

Disaffiliation Informational Meetings
Sunday, August 7 - 7pm
Sunday, August 14 - 5pm
Sunday, August 21 - 5pm (if needed)
Sunday, August 28 - 2:30pm (if needed)
If you have any questions about the process, please fill out the
question sheet on the Welcome Center and put in box. Pastor
Byron will address any questions submitted at the meetings.
FYI - church membership is REQUIRED to participate in the eventual vote.

Fred & Yvonne Bennett 37 Years
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Jack & Elaine Kothera
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Corky & Moira Lutsch
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Larry & Gloria Cecil

54 Years
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Brad & Nikki Baker

10 Years
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Dick & Pat Ward

26 Years
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Rex & Sarah Underwood 25 Years

08/30

Clothing Pantry
We will be open
Every Saturday until further
notice!
See Lori Brooks for more info!
10am - 12pm

Joyce Miller
June Bartholow
Dave Honeywell
David Lutz
Carolyn Bowser
Tammy Peppel
Krista Fitch
Marjorie Tuel
Norma Byers
Chris Brown
Jean Dean
Sarah Underwood
Alice Clark
Mark Schmidt
Christine Brown
Moira Lutsch
Lori Brooks
Jim Mueller
Audrey Schell
Carolyn Jones
Lisa Dean
Melissa Iler
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…….from Rev. Bruce Irwin
Pastor John Capper and his wife Helen passed away in May, John on the 18th and
Helen on the 21st. There was a service for both of them on June 11th, at Gay
Street United Methodist Church in Mt. Vernon, Ohio.
Pastor Capper served our church in the years 1996-1998. Prior to coming here he
had been Pastor of the Gay Street Church. He retired in 1998, and they had been
living in Howard, Ohio.

We are hosting the Banquet in Salem again on
Monday, August 22nd at 5pm!
Volunteers are need!
Menu includes: Meatball subs, salad, applesauce, corn,
brownies & fruit!
Contact Lynn Popa with any questions!

We are now collecting (ladies & men’s):
-Deodorant
-Shaving creams
-Razors
for the recovery houses.
Donations can be placed in the white
basket in the corner of the Sanctuary.
Thank you, Mission’s Committee

Our group is moving back to the LAST
Monday of each month. 12 noon in
the Café.
All widows are invited.
Please contact Pat Mosley if
interested or have any questions.
A “Count” is appreciated due to food
being provided!

Fellowship Meal
Sunday, August 14 (after HOF service)
BBQ - Ribs & Chicken
All sides and desserts are provided!
Sponsored by:

June

Year to Date

Income

$39,963.82

$148,888.60

Expense

$19,672.09

$103,035.29

$20,291.73

$ 45,953.31

ROC

$ 215.00

Trustees $ 2,352.77

UPDATE!!
Starting the end of August,
Jenny will be in the office
Monday-Friday 8:30am-3pm.
Yvonne will still be in on
Tuesdays!
Any questions, give us a call!

Every Wednesday
at 9 a.m.
All women WELCOME!

Watch our Sanctuary Service ONLINE!!!!
Its easy to join us online when you can’t make it to Sunday Services in person….. go
to our website at www.firstumcsalem.org and click on the “Facebook” or “YouTube”
button under the Church picture.
You will be directed to whichever you choose!
For “Facebook”...It brings you to our homepage. At the top
(under our picture and name) click on the arrow beside “More”,
then click “Videos” and you will be directed to all our videos.
Click which one you would like and it will come up!
For “YouTube”… It brings you right to videos. You just click on
the one you want.
If you have any questions or are having any trouble, feel free to
call the office (330-337-9531) Monday-Friday, 8am-3pm and we
can help you.

We now have an Online Church Directory!
This can be downloaded as an app on your phone or used through your web browser on a
computer/laptop. If you DO NOT have access to any of the above, don’t worry, we can print you
out a paper copy!
To utilize the online directory, we need to have your email address here in the office. If you have
provided us one previously, that’s great, we can use that. If not….just let the office know what
your email address is and we can get you set up.
Once we have your email, just type www.instantchurchdirectory.com into your web browsers
search bar. When you get to the Instant Church Directory website, click “Member Sign In”. Once
there, click on “Create Login”. Then, just enter your email address (that we have here in the office)
and create a password and you should be all set! If you prefer downloading the app, simply
search for “Instant Church Directory” in your app store, then follow the above steps to create a
login.
One of the benefits of having our directory online is that we can update things like address,
pictures and email quickly, so everyone can have up-to-date contact information.
Please keep in mind that this is still very new to us and we are working on getting everyone’s
information online and correct. If you would like to submit a picture to be used for your online
profile, just email it or bring it in to the office. You will see that some profiles have older directory
pictures and we are happy to add that picture for you if we have it. If you see something that is on
your contact information that you would like to change or have taken off, please call the office and
we will make sure that the change takes place quickly.
If for any reason you have trouble with ANY of the above instructions, please DO NOT hesitate to
call into the office! We will be more than happy to help you with any problems.

August 28, 2021
Bill & Nancy Millers
3954 Woodsdale Rd.

FOOD

4 pm - Activities
5:30 pm - Dinner
7 pm - Short Service

FELLOWSHIP

FUN

VBS 2022
August 7th from 2-6pm
Sebo Stadium on E. Pershing
Kids will enjoy upbeat rallies filled with energetic music, fun sports, and
Bible stories that will help them discover character traits that will guide
them to success in sports and in life.
Adults are welcome to stay and join in Adult Huddle - an adult centered
Bible Study.
There will be a free meal for all!

Ministries
August 2022
GREETERS

ATTENDENCE FOR JULY

Lori Brooks has been kind enough to
volunteer to coordinate our greeters!
Thank you Lori and we look forward to having this
space filled with names of GREETERS!

Sunday, July 3, 2022
8:30-27

Sunday, July 10, 2022
8:30-28

ALTAR FLOWERS
08/07 Open
08/14 Open
08/21 Open
08/28 Open

SS-53 10:30-79 HOF-27

SS-5 10:30-88

HOF-?

Sunday, July 17, 2022
8:30-27 SS-55 10:30-86

HOF-23

Sunday, July 24, 2022
8:30-35 SS-58 10:30-68

HOF-32

Sunday, July 31, 2022
8:30- SS- 10:30-

HOF-

COFFEE HOUR HOST
08/07 Faithful Hearts

USHERS

08/14 Open

08/07 Team #2- Hiner

08/21 Pastor’s Class

08/14 Team #3 - Shively

08/28 3M

08/21 Team #4 - Beardsley
08/28 Team #5 - Brooks

READERS
SECOND HOUR HELPERS

8:30
10:30 Randy & Janet Keene

VAN DRIVERS
Mike Waterbeck
Jim Mueller

Barb Irwin

George McKee, Corina Mosher, Michelle Huston,
Sally Gale, Connie Morris, Ron Shively, Laura Schmidt and family,
George Nannah, Pat Crowl, Chris Barth & Family of Janice Lesher
Prayer concerns may be submitted by calling the church office at 330-337-9531 or email
office@firstumcsalem.org

Salem 1st United Methodist Church
244 S. Broadway Ave., PO Box 463 Salem, Ohio 44460
Pastor
Byron Bufkin
740-381-5419
Yvonne Bennett, Church Treasurer
Jenny Toporcer, Office Manager
Ashley Essick, Custodian

Linda Peterson, Organist
Chris Brown, Director of Music
Ashley & Drew Essick: Youth Leaders

Do you want to hear the services in the
privacy of your home?
We are offering the recordings of the 10:45 services on CD.
If you would like a copy of the service, please contact the
church office.
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