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Round T able starts year with Jan. 26th
meeting's 'Share and Tell' format

Grcctings to the New Ycar. We ended the year with a
wonderful Christmas Party at the home of Tom & Kathy Carr.
Their home was decorated magnificcnﬂy for the season. Many
of the l‘ligHights of the year were reviewed.

The traditional Shenandoah Breakfast (a club fundraiser) was
held in cariy January at the home of Kcn and barbara Moats.
Again, we Iingcrcci for hours as we talked about Civil War
related toPics.

Now we face the cha”cngcs of the New Year with the first four
months of spcakcrs arrangcci by VF Davc Davcnport. Our
first meeting on Januarg 26" will be an all-club event with
members bringing forward items or stories of interest to share
with others. I:or some members who Prchr not to prepare full
Frograms to present, this is a nice oPPortunit3 to address your
riends and to have a say. We encourage everyone who has an
interest to step forward. Fven book reviews would be
aPProPriatc. Ifyou have the time, let Dave Davcnport know that
you wish to sPcak and he can create an agcncia on the sPot. Ti‘nc
evening is Fairlg informal.

We look forward to another intcrcsting year as we continue our

stucig of the Civil War.
Brian C/aguc M.D. Ciub President

F. 5 Decisions were made at our Boarci Mccting on Jan. 19 to
send some of the earned monies from the 2005 Wcst Coast
ngposium to the Fo”owing locations and activities:

‘chimbursc Waync Shcrman $190.40 for his room, as he was
one of our sPcakcrs at the sgmposium

‘lContributc $500.00 to the Drum Barracks

‘/Contributc $500.00 to the Sacramento19, 2006 CWRT for
their Angcl |sland Projcct

\IContributc $500.00 to the Central Virginia Battlefield T rust
‘/Contributc $500.00 to the Richmond Battlefield Association

‘chncw our mcmbcrship in the Civii War Frcscrvation T rust,
$50.00




|ee and (Grant: Profiles in Lcadcrship For dinner
from the 5att|cfic|ds of Virginia.

Ma_j. Ci’xar|c5 K. bowcry Jr., American Managcmcnt Association. 262
pages; photographs; notes, $24.00. Rcvicwcd in Army: the magazine
of the Association of the Unitcd States Army (Dcccmbcr 2005) bg

Maj. Tony Purgess.

reservations for

our next

meeting on
Tl’xursdag,

On M Ll s.G dthe R 4 Januarg 26th, at
n ay 4, 1864, ysses . rant crossed the Kapidan

Kivcrjust south of Washington, DC, to attack Robcrt E.PLcc and the Ramacla Inn at the Shaw off-
the Arm3 of Northern Virginia, bcginning a series of bloodg ramp on Frccway 41... contact
battles co“cctivclg named the Ovcrland Campaign. Aithouglﬁ the Secrctarg thnis Mann at
names of the battles Providc markers — Wilderness, Spotsgivania,
North Anna and Colci Harbor — this campaign was two months of
nonstoP combat. Thc author tells us that these battles were cvcnings, Plcasc] or e-mail at:
«unprecedented in their scale and Fcrocity, a titanic series of PFmOl@CViP-"Ct
clashes that redefined the savagery of the Civil War. lt was the

Iargcst, hardcst—i:ought and most destructive mi|itar3 campaign ever

wagcd on the North American continent, and it involved the

oPPosing armies in combat on virtua”g a dai|3 basis for the entire

eriod.” Talk about fertile grounc] for a study of leadership.
i J d 2006 SJV CW Round

Maj. Clwarlcs bowcry is uniqucly cqui Pcci to tell this story bl b 4

of combatchadcrshiP. Hc taught at the u s Militarg Acaclcmy Ta € Mcm CI"Sl"IlPS
and is an Army officer with combat cxPcricncc himself, bringing

added crcdibiiity to the discussion. Your 2006 mcmbcrshiP year is

229-3778 [ai:tcrnoons or

Tl‘lc book bcgins with chaptcrs introducing | ee and Grant — frem Januarg Dcccmbcr. lF gou
their backgrounds, values and the events that sl"lapccl them —
followed bg a chronoiogical resentation of the camPaign, using in the SanJoaquin Va“cy CiVil War
the different battles to higi‘lright timeless |cadcrship PrinciP'cs. Roundtabic, thcg are due now.

USc the form on the back of

the newsletter to become cur-

have not renewed your mcmbcrship

This book is an cxccPtional resource for leaders to read
and discuss with their subordinates. Suggcstcd subjccts include:

> The imPact of | ee’s Pcrsonal presence when the North rent.
was brcaking through at both Wildcrncss and Spotsgivania. Thc cost of mcmbcrship remains
> T he impact of continuous combat on mental and Phﬂsical the samie:

fitness and decision mal(ing, cspcciang at Nortl‘l Anna where
sickness and exhaustion took a toll on the Conicdcratcs.

> Thc influence of a calm, cool and collected leader who
5tags Focuscd on the ovcra” PurPosc. $12.50

> Thc need to balance oPtimism with a realistic assessment AS slwaus $5.OOoFcac|’1 —
of unit capabilitics, cspccia”3 talcing into account the dcgraciing g%
imPact of continuous oPcrations.

> The need to shift Icadcrship stﬂlcs based on the situation
and the unit’s condition. | ee, for cxampic, changcd from a
dc'cgating st9|c to a very direct stgic as the situation changcd and
less cxPcricnccd officers were Promotcd bg necessity.

> The art of reorganizing your team of leaders in the face of

lndividual or Family -$25.00
Studcnt or newsletter onlg -

bcrship goes toward Civil War
Battlcfidd Frcscrvation.

casualties.

IF | were to make one suggcstion, it would be to remove the
occasional use of modern business and sports cxamplcs. Thcg
c]ctractcd from the cxccptional story at hand.

Ovcra“, this book is excellent. bowcrg makes a signii:icant
contribution to Civil War historg and, Pcrhaps, an even greater
contribution to the dcvclopmcnt of current military leaders who will
be better cquiPPcd to lead in combat for having read and reflected
on the cxPcricnccs of [Lee and (Grant.



Mark your calcndars
2006 Frosrams a Wor‘( in Frogrcss

T he Board 5cncra//y tries and hold our dinner
mcct/ngs on the +th T/;ursc/aﬂ of the mont/r,
a/t/70u5/7 at times the dates may cﬁan‘gc a’clocna'fng
on the sPcaLcr’s schedule.

T he 2006 dates so far are as follows: Januarg 26,
Fcbruary 23, March 30, A ril 27, Maﬂ 27,
5clotcmbcr 28, and Octoﬁr 26 and Novcmbcr 30.
T he board still has to decide when the P/cnic will
be and also whether to combine Nov. and
Dcccmbcr mccting dates as the +th Tﬁursday /s

T hanks giving.

Qur first meeting in 2006 will be on Thursdag,
January 26th.The Show 'n Tell or Share 'n
Tell format is one we have done so succcssFu”g
the past several years. Again, it will be at the
Kamada at the Shaw off ramp next to Frccwag 41.
President Brian's
message on page |. Remember, a dinner count is
needed bg our Sccrctary, th”is Mann, for the
cvcning. 5cc the next page for KSVFing and we

hopc to see you there!

For more information see

On Fcbruarg 23% Mr. Robcrt Fitz atrick will talk
to us about “Moncy from the Rz:vor>
Keconstruction”. Hc has been co”ccting cxamplcs

ution to

of coinage and paper currency, csPccia” Privatc

bank notes and Civil War era currency, tor the
ast decade. Hc has been a third graclc teacher at

Ernic Fglc l:_lcmcntarg for the Past 22 years.

On March 30 (not the 23rd because he is
working) FPresident Lincoln (aka Waync Scott) will
talk to us in the first person about “Lincoln and
Constitutiona| Kights”. | asked him to give
attention to such issues as habeus corpus in time
of war, the Icgitimacy of secession, control of the
press, etc:

On APril 27 Zogc] | uce will discuss the life of
Alcxandcr Stcphcns, Vicc Frcsidcnt of the
Confcdcracg.

May is still open at this Point.

At our June Picnic Fvan Jones will sPcaL about
the adjustment of Confederate soldiers to life in
the Post-war South.

We don’t meet in Jng and August.
Frogram CI‘!air and Vice Frcsidcnt

Davc DavcnPort

Fact or [iction?
by David Paul Davcnport
| am a member of the History Book Club.

Each month l receive a Packct of materials
concerning recent Publications that may be of
interest to me. Man ,in Fact, are, but over the

ast decade or so | have become incrcasingly
concerned about the novels and other historical
fiction that is available.

T he extent to which these works of fiction
shaPc our knowlcdgc of events is Problcmatic.
Killer Angels is a case in Point. Joshua
Chambcrlain was Iargcly unknown to Civil War
enthusiasts before Sharra’s novel because he was
little more than a cogin a wheel. Now he is an

immortal warrior, biggcr than life, and the Hero of
the 274 Day of Gcttysburg — if the book is to be
believed.

As a Profcssiona” trained historian with
thirty years cxPcricncc | é,ind mgsc“: analyzing
historical fiction with the same critical eye that I
use when rcading non-fiction. | usua”y Enow
cnougl‘: to “fix” errors of fact in the books I read
bg writing in the margins the correct information.
What is tru|3 Problcmatic for me is not bcing able
to correct the errors for other rcadcrs, csPccia”g
3oungstcrs who end up acccpting as Gospcl the

words of the novelist.

l suppose l have the same criticism of
movies. Praveheart, for cxamplc, was very
entertaining but when Wallace’s victory at the
Battlc of Stir“ng Bridgc was dcpictcd without
the Bridgc | was quitc horrified. Davg Crocket
will forever be remembered as Jol‘ln Waync
Portraycd him, Fighting to his last breath, and not
cowering beneath a bed in the infirmary from
where an cye witness rcPorts he was taE
shot.

en ancl

| don’t suppose there is anything | can
rca”g do about this problem other than encourage
my fellow readers to read a work of non-fiction by
a rcPutablc scholar before buging the latest novel
from the New York Times Bcst seller list. |t is

also Pruc]cnt to know somctl’ring about the author

before buging his or her work.

What l would like to suggest is that in
calcndar year 2006 we read more critica”y and at
some Point, Pcrhaps at our Dcccmbcr Cl'nristmas
Farty, a few of us volunteer to givc a book rcPort
about a non-fiction work or a novel we have read
this year.

Mag I ask for volunteers?



2006 MEMBERSH]F FORM - Mcmbcrship year is From Januarg to Dcccmbcr
Please bcgin/rcncw my mcmbcrship in the San Joaquin Va"cy Civil War Round T able
_____ INDVIDUAL/TAMILY membership - $25.00
STUDENT membershipor NEWSLETTER ONLY-$12.50

*$5.0 0 of each membership goes toward C|VIL WAR BAT TLEFIELD PRESERVATION

Name

FPhone [ ~mail

Address

Bring this mcmbcrslwip form and your check to our next monthly meeting, or mail it to our [ O.PBox

bClOW:

San Joaquin Valle
Civil War Rouncl TaE|c
PO DBoxs5695
Fresno CA 93755




