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Release of HIPAA-Protected Information

1033.1 PURPOSE AND SCOPE
The purpose of this policy is to establish a pre-authorization process for the release of a

member’s protected health information (PHI), which is protected by Health Insurance Portability
and Accountability Act (HIPAA) regulations, in the event of an on-duty injury or illness.

1033.2 POLICY
It is the policy of the Blue Ridge Fire District to allow members to complete a pre-authorization for

the release of their PHI to a family member or other specific individuals in the event the member
becomes injured or ill on-duty.

1033.3 GUIDELINES
The Fire Chief or the authorized designee should ensure procedures are in place to address:

(a)

The right of members to voluntarily complete a pre-authorization for the release of PHI
to a family member or other specific individuals.

Storage and security of completed pre-authorization forms.

Supervisor access to completed forms during both business and non-business hours.

(d) Expiration and renewal requirements for the pre-authorization form.
(e) Situations or circumstances in which members can expect the District to release their
PHI to the pre-authorized family member or other specific individual.
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