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 LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
      CAPITAL PUNISHMENT  
          IN THE U.S.  

VS. 

      ISIL BEHEADINGS! 
          ARE THEY MORALLY 
          EQUIVALENT? 
 

By Stephen L. Bakke  September 15, 2014  
 

Here’s what provoked me:  
 

A writer clearly concluded that capital punishment in the United States and the beheadings 
carried out by ISIL are morally equivalent. I must admit I was surprised by this clear example 
of distorted morals, or should I say “clear example of amorality.” You can’t make this stuff up! 
 
Here’s my response:  
 

Capital Punishment in the United States vs. ISIL Beheadings! Are They Morally Equivalent? 
 
Letter writer Bobbi Alowan Palmiter submitted the following on September 15: “Is there any real 
difference between ISIL’s executing a man in an act of righteousness – as morally justifiable – and 
an act of capital punishment in this country, other than that we’ve seen the one and not the other? 
… There are none so blind as those who will not see.”  
 
To the writer I say …… no, I’m shouting: Do you really see relative equivalence between these two 
incidents? To equate these two outcomes, one has to equate the deeds of those being put to death – 
i.e. committing a brutal pre-meditated murder in the United States is equivalent, in the Middle East, 
to providing humanitarian services, being an news reporter, or being a photographer for an 
international news service. Is that what Palmiter is representing? If so, that’s truly shameful – and 
it’s you who do not see! 
 
For the record, I do NOT support capital punishment! 
 

         

http://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A0PDoX6xJW1OCioAVR6JzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?_adv_prop=image&va=patriotic+icons&fr=yfp-t-701-s&b=271&tab=organic&w=371&h=425&imgurl=www.easyvectors.com/assets/images/vectors/afbig/usflag-clip-art.jpg&rurl=http://www.easyvectors.com/browse/other/usflag-clip-art&size=48.9+KB&name=Usflag+clip+art+-+Download+free+Other+vectors&p=patriotic+icons&oid=0d4d6c041da29871281e6d0f0786958b&fr2=&fr=yfp-t-701-s&tt=Usflag+clip+art+-+Download+free+Other+vectors&b=271&ni=30&no=291&tab=organic&sigr=11nlvf8jm&sigb=13gvc40mh&sigi=123f8s97f&.crumb=LfR3yHbsJpd
https://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=AwrB8pJRiEFT.igAvdiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTIzcjZ1MWV0BHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZAMyMzhlZGYzOTM3ZjU2OTA3N2JhOTM3YjA5ZmE0ZTYzZARncG9zAzI3BGl0A2Jpbmc-?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?_adv_prop=image&va=editor,+icon&fr=yfp-t-950&tab=organic&ri=27&w=128&h=128&imgurl=icons.iconarchive.com/icons/mattahan/buuf/128/Rich-Text-Editor-icon.png&rurl=http://www.iconarchive.com/show/buuf-icons-by-mattahan/Rich-Text-Editor-icon.html&size=18.1KB&name=Rich+Text+<b>Editor+icon</b>&p=editor,+icon&oid=238edf3937f569077ba937b09fa4e63d&fr2=&fr=yfp-t-950&tt=Rich+Text+<b>Editor+icon</b>&b=0&ni=128&no=27&ts=&tab=organic&sigr=12hauc389&sigb=13d3lqko8&sigi=127oev4pf&sigt=10sufb5l3&sign=10sufb5l3&.crumb=G3tNhuLUttj&fr=yfp-t-950

