Down Syndrome Society of Wichita
9415 E. Harry, Ste. 405
Wichita, KS 67207
316-651-0114

Dear Community Partner,
It is that time of year again! We are ramping up for the 14th annual Buddy Walk on Saturday,
Oct. 7, 2017. The Buddy Walk is the Down Syndrome Society of Wichita’s largest celebration of
promotion, awareness, acceptance and inclusion for community members with Down syndrome,
as well as the organization’s largest opportunity to gain financial support for programs and
services. Including games, prizes, a walk and 5K and much more, this event is an opportunity to
bring together family, friends, community supporters, medical team members and others to
recognize this community.
The Down Syndrome Society of Wichita (DSSW) envisions a world in which all people with
Down syndrome have the opportunity to enrich their quality of life, realize their hopes and
dreams, and to be valued in welcoming communities. We rely on support from compassionate
and committed donors like you to assist in ensuring the vision becomes a reality. We appreciate
your support of the event in years past. Our hope is that you will continue your generosity
toward our cause.
We truly appreciate your time and consideration of a charitable contribution to the Down
Syndrome Society of Wichita as a sponsor for the event. ANY contribution is appreciated and
we are grateful for our wonderful community!
Please find information enclosed to support the request. We’re always available for questions at
316-651-0114 or by email at natalie@dsswichita.org. Thank you for your time!

Natalie Rolfe
Executive Director
Down Syndrome Society of Wichita

About the Buddy Walk 2017
The 2016 Buddy Walk is the 14th Annual event here in Wichita, spun off the national Buddy Walk for
persons with Down syndrome. In its first year in 2003, the Wichita walk attracted a little over 100
participants and raised $100. After 12 years, the event has grown to over 2,500 participants in
celebration of the members of our community with Down Syndrome and in support of the Down
Syndrome Society of Wichita, raising over $80,000.
This special community event promotes acceptance and inclusion for individuals with Down
syndrome. This is the primary event for the Down Syndrome Society of Wichita, a 501(c)3
organization that provides education, advocacy, and support for individuals with Down Syndrome in
South Central Kansas. Families are served in the Wichita area along with Hutchinson, El Dorado,
Newton, Garden City, and other small communities in the southern region of Kansas. Our goal is to
reach $95,000 in support of additional educational programs for summer and learning beyond the
classroom, including health, hygiene and wellness, in addition to providing in-depth parenting
conferences to address special needs, in-school topics and support for families who have high
frequency of travel and challenges for their children born with health issues. Many families,
caregivers and health providers join the event in support and celebration. Free lunch is provided
along with a free shirt and prizes. Registration is $10 for children and $15 for adults. All participants
with Down syndrome are free. Any corporate gifts received will go directly to assist with the cost of
the event supplies in order to accommodate all registered participants, which in turn allows for the
registration and proceeds to go back to the organization to fund programs for development, growth
and connecting families.

Goals and Outcomes:







To provide an opportunity for community members to stand in support of the individuals in
our community with Down syndrome.
To provide a connections opportunity to for families to leverage resources, tools and support
To provide an opportunity for individuals and families served to assist in the fundraising
portion of the organization. DSSW does not charge a membership fee but provides services
and tools at little to no cost for most programs.
To expand the reach of support to additional families within the serving community of
Wichita, Newton, El Dorado, Ark City, Garden City, Hutchinson and Dodge City.
To provide additional funds to the programming component to assist in development for
individuals with Down syndrome.

About the Organization
The Down Syndrome Society of Wichita started over 20 years ago by families who saw a need to fill
regarding their children who had been born with Down syndrome. At the time, there were very few
resources available to these children. While some parents participated in activities at The Arc, a
local organization assisting people with disabilities, families of Down syndrome felt there was a
special need to branch off. Parents came together for social activities, support and building
community within the Wichita area. In 2007, the Down Syndrome Society was incorporated and
began to expand their role in the community with people with Down Syndrome. They continued the
work of the Buddy Walk, growing the event to have a broader reach. Over the years, they held
educational conferences for parents and caregivers regarding Down Syndrome and provided
opportunities as their children grew up and provided support for new families who had recently been
given the Down Syndrome news about their child. In 2016, the Down Syndrome continued their
expansion by hiring an Executive Director, Natalie Rolfe, to lead the organization down new paths
and to continue expanding current programs and offerings for this community.
Mission
The mission of the Down Syndrome Society of Wichita is to enhance the lives of individuals with
Down syndrome and their families by providing them with support and resources and by raising
public awareness about Down syndrome.

Vision
The vision of the Down Syndrome Society of Wichita is to cultivate and exist as an environment that
fosters growth, access and in-depth training for people with Down syndrome and their families.

Board of Directors 2017
Jennifer Allen - Treasurer
Allen, Gibbs, and Houlick
Briann Ash - President
Youth Entrepreneurs/Caregiver
Tim Bonnell
Aviation Insurance Broker/Caregiver
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