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discourse Any connected piece of speech 

or writing... 
  

Trask, R. (1999) Key Concepts in Language and 

Linguistics. Routledge. 

 

text  A continuous piece of spoken or written 

language, especially one with a 

recognizable beginning and ending... 

 
ibid. 



ñDiscourse .... is the pragmatic process 

of meaning negotiation. Text is its 

product.ò 

 
 

 

Widdowson, H. 2004. Text, Context, Pretext: Critical 

issues in discourse analysis. Blackwell. 

 

 

 



A discourse provides a set of possible 

statements about a given area, and organises 

and gives structure to the manner in which a 

particular topic, object, process is to be talked 

about. 

 

 

 
Kress, G. 1985. Linguistic Processes in Sociocultural Practice. 

Routledge. Burwood, Victoria: Deakin University Press, p. 7. 

 



Discourse1: connected text 

 

Discourse2: language in use 

 

Discourse(s)3: social practices involving language 

















Top twenty right-collocates of hot 

water 
dogs 
spots 
dog 
springs 
air 
tub 
summer 
chocolate 
spot 

 

line 
sauce 
flashes 
day 
weather 
oil 
seat 
sun 
pepper 
topic 

 
Source: http://www.americancorpus.org/ 



crush  

tripped  

underwear  

cute  

embarrassed  

humiliated  

spilled  

locker  

diary  

video  

mall  

accidentally  

flip  

butt  

bathroom  

laughing  

pants  

embarrassing  

clogged  

bruise  

 

Keywords in the Seventeen ñcringe textsò 





001. [6]  I WAS SO EMBARRASSED!" I  

002. [5]  HAD TO GO TO THE  

003. [5]  IN FRONT OF MY CRUSH!  

004. [4]  "MY FRIEND AND I WERE  

005. [4]  "I WAS AT SCHOOL AND  

006. [4]  AND FELL FLAT ON MY  

007. [4]  ALL OF A SUDDEN I  

008. [4]  IN THE MIDDLE OF THE  

009. [3]  WHEN WE GOT BACK TO  

010. [3]  I HAD TO GO TO  

011. [3]  I WAS SO EMBARRASSED!" MY  

012. [3]  AT ME. I WAS SO  

013. [3]  MY CRUSH! I WAS SO  

014. [3]  AND WE STARTED TALKING ABOUT  

015. [3]  MY FRIENDS AND I WERE  

016. [3]  WAS HANGING OUT WITH MY  

017. [3]  MY CRUSH WALKED IN ON  

018. [3]  WE GOT BACK TO THE  

019. [3]  I FELL IN FRONT OF  

Most frequent 5-grams in the Seventeen corpus 



"I smacked my head into a door!"  
 
"I had a crush on this hot senior. We were 
on the swim team together, but he never 
knew my name or even acknowledged I 
was there! One day, I saw him walking in 
the halls with his friends. To look cool, I 
gave them all a flirty smile and walked on. 
Then, I turned around and blew a kiss at 
my crush. All of the sudden, I felt a big 
smack on my head -- I crashed into a door! 
They all laughed at me, and my crush 
looked horrified."  

 



"I smacked my head into a door!"  
 
"I had a crush on this  hot senior. We were 
on the swim team together, but he never 
knew my name or even acknowledged I 
was there! One day , I saw him walking in 
the halls with his friends. To look cool, I 
gave them all a flirty smile and walked on. 
Then, I turned around and blew a kiss at 
my crush. All of the sudden , I felt a big 
smack on my head -- I crashed into a door! 
They all laughed at me, and my crush 
looked horrified."  

 




