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2016 ANNUAL REPORT 

The mission of the West Valley Schools Foundation is to 

enhance educational opportunities and experience for all 

students of the West Valley School District by raising 

money to fund programs, projects, materials, and 

activities that benefit students of West Valley School 

District, and that are beyond the scope or ability of the 

West Valley School District. 

ROBOTICS PROGRAM FOR MIDDLE SCHOOL 

Our donors made a big impact at the West Valley Middle School Campus, which serves every 5th and 

6th grade student in the District.  To enable middle school students to have hands on learning 

experience with cutting-edge robotics technologies, the West Valley Schools Foundation funded a grant 

to Mrs. Traplsi’s technology lab to purchase enough Cubelets® Robotic Blocks sets for each student to 

have a complete set of robotic blocks.  Cubelets are robot blocks with varying functions that students 

physically assemble in varying configurations to achieve specific objectives, allowing students to engage 

in critical thinking and actively explore solutions to problems in the physical world.  The Cubelets will 

help Middle School students form the base knowledge they will use to transition into the West Valley 

High School Robotics Program.  The grant helped the District expand its focus on technology and 

Robotics to the earlier grade levels during students’ critical years of curiosity and exploration.   



 

 

 

 

 

  

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL ART PROGRAM 

Thanks to support from our generous donors, the West Valley Schools Foundation funded an art program in 

conjunction with the Apple Valley Parent-Teacher Association (PTA). In recent years, the funding for elementary 

art curriculum has been eliminated, leaving students and teachers without this creative outlet.  The Apple Valley 

PTA partnered with a variety of local artist to engage students with an assortment of art projects.  The local 

artists visit the school and, in addition to engaging students in hands-on art projects, the artists introduce 

students to art history and the works of many famous artists. The grant provided supplies for local artists to 

teach students using various media, including clay sculpting, painting, jewelry making, and print making.   

ADAPTIVE PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT 

Over the 2014-15 and 2015-16 school years, donations from West Valley community members have allowed the 

West Valley Schools Foundation to fund requests of nearly $1,600.00 to provide specially designed playground 

equipment for developmentally disabled children at Ahtanum Valley Elementary School.  Ahtanum Valley 

Elementary has approximately 70 students with physical disabilities, many of whom are unable to use 

traditional playground equipment.  This grant provided an Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) compliant 

adaptive swing that allows physically disabled students to play on the playground, while promoting vestibular 

stimulation and building gross motor skills. 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL SUMMER READING PROGRAM 

Once again, the West Valley Schools Foundation funded the West Valley School District’s elementary school 

summer reading program, which allows all of the District’s K through 4th grade students to check out books 

from the Wide Hollow Elementary library throughout the summer.  Funds raised from our donors allow the 

District to purchase new books for the reading program.  The reading program is mostly geared toward getting 

children reading at their grade levels for the ensuing school year, and avoiding the “summer slide” in learning.  

Children lose two to three months of learning if they don’t read at all during the summer.  The summer reading 

program bridges the gap and encourages and enables kids to keep reading.  As an added bonus, at the 

beginning of the school year, students who participated in the summer reading program make book 

recommendations to their peers and the recommended books are sent to libraries throughout the District. 



FINANCIAL STATEMENT 

 

The following pages contain financial statements for the West Valley Schools Foundation for the fiscal 

year July 1, 2015 through June 30, 2016, and the fiscal year July 1, 2016 to December 21, 2016.  The 

financial statements are unaudited and internally prepared.   

 

 

Notes on Financial Statements 

 

1. Although the West Valley Schools Foundation uses the calendar year as the reporting period for 

the IRS, due to the timing of the annual fundraiser event and the grant application period, the 

reports are presented using a fiscal year that approximates the West Valley School District 

school year. 

2. The West Valley Schools Foundation generally accepts and funds grant applications from 

September 1 through April 15.   

3. Evening in the Orchard is currently the West Valley Schools Foundation’s primary fundraiser 

event. 

4. A negative Net Revenue is shown on the 2015-2016 Statement because funds that were raised 

during the 2014-2015 school year, but that were not distributed as grants in the 2014-2015 

school year, were distributed as grants during the 2015-2016 school year.   

5. The primary source of income is donations from community members and local businesses.  In 

addition, numerous West Valley teachers and administrators contributed to the West Valley 

Schools Foundation through a monthly automatic deduction from their paycheck. 

 

*A spreadsheet showing grants awarded from the 2013-2014 school year through the 2015-2016 school 

year is also attached to this Annual Report. 
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