Prior to Advent, 


we completed a series on the basic story of God's Good News.  

Our original purpose for being created was established, 


to be God's royal stewards, 


joining God in the work 



of bringing His dynamic creation to its full potential.  

We then covered what went wrong with that plan 


with us not trusting God.  

And how God fixed it.  


The first phase of that plan happening with Jesus' birth 


and and the final piece being Jesus' return.

A reality of this outline 


is that it is not as sellable 



as some of the benefits that came with God's plan.  

We love the benefits of God's plan, 


being chosen, 


justified, 


set apart, set free, 


redeemed, claimed, adopted, washed, 


forgiven, 


made new, made alive, 


fed, served, 


having the hope of the resurrection,  


being an heir of eternal life, 


filled with the Spirit, 


and of course loved.  

These are the major benefits of knowing and serving Christ.  


But they are not the purpose of Jesus coming to earth.  


They are not the purpose of God taking on human flesh 



and dwelling among us.  

They are just benefits.

So for the next few weeks, 


we will be looking at how the benefits 



are to be incorporated into the purpose for which God called us to serve 



and follow him.  

This week, 


you hopefully could guess from our texts, 



that our topic is love.

Love is a difficult one to dissect, 


because of how fundamental it is to the whole person of God.  

The Father loves the Son, 

the Son loves the Father 


and the Son loves us.  

This dual role of love 


puts it in the benefit camp, 


and into the purpose of God creating us as Stewards.  

We are to remain in his love.  


We do so by obeying his commands.  

But all of this is for our benefit.  


It leads to our joy being complete, 


because we are living flourishing lives.  

How could we not flourish? 


The creator, ruler, and redeemer of the Universe 



loves us.  

The love was so great, 


he was willing to take on flesh 



and dwell among us.

This benefit of God's love is extensive.  


All of the aspects we will talk about in the weeks to follow 



are rooted in this benefit of being loved.  

God's love for us 


is the source of all of our other benefits.  

But as much as Jesus tells us we are loved, 


he does not leave it there.  

Love is not a one way street.  


The way love flourishes is, 



it is received 



and passed on.

That is why Jesus' command is that we “Love each other.”  


If we leave it just as a gift, 



we miss the point of being stewards of God's Kingdom.  

If we take God's love and say, 


“I am treasured by the creator of the universe, 


the ruler of the universe loves me, 



so I can go on and face the day, no matter what anyone says,”  


we have gotten half the message.  

We have utilized the benefits package, 


but we have not fulfilled the purpose of our existence.

I am aware of some jobs 


that include a paid period of time for the employee to work out.  



30-60 minutes of their eight hour work day, 




is for them to be at the gym.  

Now these jobs call upon the person 


to respond at random hours of the day 


and be ready to undertake physically demanding tasks without warning.  

So if the person goes to the gym, 


but just walks slowly on the treadmill 



while watching the TV, 


they are not using their benefits well, 


nor are they preparing themselves for the purpose 



of which they are to fulfill in their jobs.  

If they need to be able to run to lower lake 


in under 10 minutes, 


and they have only been walking slowly on the treadmill, 



they have missed the point of the benefit.  



They have taken the benefit, 




but forgotten the purpose.

God ensures that we will remain in his love, 


so that we can love each other.  

Being loved by God fulfills the benefit aspect.  

Loving each other 


fulfills the purpose aspect of being stewards of God.  

If we are only loved 


and never loving, 



we are a vacuum to the world, 



a black hole, 




that takes the good things of this world 




and causes them to never be seen again.  

Love does not work that way. 


 It quickly fades into oblivion when it meets such a person.

The Magic Penny Song proclaims a truth about love.  


“Love is something 



if you give it away, 



you end up having more.”  

This is one of the mysterious things of God that we really can't explain.  


It defies the laws of physics 



as far as I am aware.  

How could you give something away 


and find yourself with more?  

Well, 


we need to look no further than the Old Christmas Time tale 



of Ebeneezer Scrooge in Charles Dickens A Christmas Carol.  
Here, we see a man who holds onto everything, 


without passing it on.  



The fallen worlds basic premise of operation, 




“Take care of yourself first.”  

Scrooge is a recipient of love, 


but the clear signs of it 



fade away from those who are low in it themselves.  


They are not in places to show love 



that is not returned by Ebeneezer Scrooge.  

There are a few who come in for short periods of time, 


to interact, 


to try and love him, 

then go back to their lives and family systems 


where love abounds 


and they are refreshed.  

Then one night, 


Ebeneezer is enlightened to places where love tried to break into his life 



and he rejected it, 


thinking that this life was something he had to earn.  

Until Christmas morning, 


when he realizes that God's grace and love have been upon him his whole life 



and if he doesn't change, there will be nothing to show for it.  

So on that Christmas morning, 


Ebeneezer starts to learn and experience the secret of love.  

For an old miser, 


it hits his heart in the sweet spot.  

Love is something that if you give it away, 


if you use it as Stewards of God's Kingdom, 



you end up having more.

I am not foolish enough to think that there are no dangers 


in loving like God loves.  


Of fully embracing all of God's love 



and thinking it will not cost me anything.  

Jesus spells it out for us in verse 13.  


After telling us to love each other as he has loved us, 



he discloses the cost.  


“Greater love has no one than this, 



that he lay down his life for his friends.”  

We are called to bear this fruit, 


it is eternal fruit, 


it comes with great benefits, 



but it is costly.  

It calls on us to lay down our lives for our friends.

We know how Jesus did this on the cross, 

and in the manger,


but how are we called to do it?  


How are we to love as God loved 



and lay down our life for our friends?  

It starts by remembering that we have the benefit of Jesus Christ's love.  


That is the only way we can sustain anything close to this type of love 



without burning out.  

We then need to remember what our purpose on this earth is for.  


It is not to get the best life possible for myself, 



that will come as a benefit of living love.  

It is to be a loving steward of God's world 


in order to draw out the creation's amazing potential to respond to God 



and his in-breaking Kingdom.  

It means that it is no longer the self that is the highest priority, 


but the other.  

Love puts others first.

We love others, 


by laying down our agenda, 


preferences, 


and desires, 

and meeting their greatest need, 


which is to be loved.  

So overcoming the reality that it is cold 


and going to visit someone anyway, 



is a sign of love.  

Getting out of the chair 


to go visit another friend 



who is sitting in their chair, 


is a act of love.  

Yes, 


I know they could just as easily get out of their chair and come visit you, 



but they have not.  


Waiting for them to do so, 



is not going to allow you to lay down your life for your friend.  

While it is cute to say we are giving people opportunities to love us, 


it is also wasting the love that God has poured out upon you.  

Or in this town,


I often find myself acknowledging that someone should have planned better 


and thought harder about living in Skagway over the winter for sure,


but it happens in the summer as well, 



but  then be willing to serve them nonetheless,


is a way to lay down our lives.  

Yes, 


it would be easier if everyone did what they should 


and only made wise decisions.  

But if that were the case, 


sin would not exist, 


nor the need for unconditional love.

 The need for God to take on Flesh 


and come dwell among us would also cease to exist.  

We would not need God's grace.  

But God's grace has come down and dwelt among us, 


because we need God's love and grace to be part of our life.  

We need each other's love to permeate our lives, 


so that we can grow in ways to love.  

I will warn you again, 


it is dangerous.  

You will lay down your life in a small way, 


and find the results so life changing, 



that you will want to do it again.  

This pattern can build upon itself 


until you find yourself a constant instrument of God's love, 


with no time for your own agenda.  

But we were not chosen and appointed heir of God


to fulfill our own agenda, 

We were chosen to go 


and bear fruit that comes from the Holy Spirit, 



who will give us God's agenda 



and produce something with our lives that will last.  

We will be able to do what we need, 


because when we are laying down our lives, 


the Father is overjoyed to give what we need 



in order to fulfill the order.

Remember, 


our purpose is to work as God's stewards in building up his Kingdom.  

So if there is something we need to do that, 


he will provide it.  

Carol and Steve are living examples of this over in Malawi.  


They are having trouble keeping up with the incoming gifts of love 



that people are sending.  

But God is gracious 


and helping them work through their troubles 


and see how to be 



not just recipients of God's love, 



but ambassador's and stewards of God's love.  

We don't have to go to Malawi however.  

God's blessings are abundant in Skagway.  


We just need to start laying down our lives, 


to show those around us 



how much God loves us and loves them.  


May we have the courage to do so.
