
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING 

OF THE 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF 

SOUTH DURANGO SANITATION DISTRICT  
 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Board of Directors of the South Durango Sanitation 

District will hold its regular meeting, which is open to the public, on Thursday, September 29, 

2022, at 6:00 p.m. at 65 Mercado Street, 2nd Floor, Durango, Colorado. 

 

You may also participate by phone. 

Dial: 1.480.660.5336 

After prompt enter access code 132139 

If you have problems, call Bud Smith 970.749.2119. 

 

     The agenda for the meeting is as follows: 

           

1. Call to order 

2. Minutes – August 18, 2022 

3. Approve bills 

4. Financial report 

 a.  August 2022 financials 

 b.  Investment report and CD consideration  

5. Public comment 

6. Operations reports 

a.  O&M 

b.  Treatment - effluent quality 

c.  Sludge processing 

d.  Water – storage & well drilling 

7. Engineer report 

8. Attorney reports 

a.  Reimbursement Agreement 

b.  Wastewater monitoring program 

c.  FAMLI Program – Resolution 2022 -4 District opt out  

d.  Project updates 

9. Adjourn 

 

Note: The Board may act on any of the topics listed on the agenda or any matter reasonably 

related to such topics. 

 

      SOUTH DURANGO SANITATION DISTRICT  

 

 

 Teleconference tips: 

• Identify yourself when joining the call or speaking. 

• Do not interrupt other speakers. 

• Avoid use of speaker phones in areas with background noise or use mute feature. 



MINUTES  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

SOUTH DURANGO SANITATION DISTRICT 

 

The regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the South Durango Sanitation District was held on 

August 18, 2022, at 6:00 p.m. at 65 Mercado Street, Durango, Colorado. 

 

Present at the meeting were the following members of the Board of Directors: 

 

 Curt Piccoli 

 Pat Morrissey 

 Judy Campbell  

 Tom Price 

 Bud Gohn  

 

Also present were Dave Marsa, Rick Johnson, Doug Davis, Stephan Kimball, and Bud Smith.   

 

The Board reviewed the minutes of July 21, 2022.  On motion duly made and seconded, the minutes with 

corrections were approved. 

 

The Board reviewed and approved payment of the District invoices.   

 

The July 2022 financial statements of the District were reviewed.  Expenses for collection & 

transmission, sewage treatment and Administration are below budgeted amounts.  After adjusting for 

management fees, net operating income is 62% of operating expenses, which is more than the targeted 

amount of 35% in the financial master plan.  Part of the reason for the higher amount is due to the 

reduction in salaries and benefits expenses resulting from the reduction in staff.    

 

Attorney Smith reviewed the investment report.  The District currently has approximately $1,773,000 in 

cash reserves.  Interest rates on short term CDs continue to rise and since there are no immediate plans for 

expenditures of reserve funds a portion could be invested to achieve higher yields.  Interest rates may 

increase again after the Federal Reserve Board meeting in September.  The Board will review some 

potential investments in September. 

 

The monthly operations report was presented.  No significant issues with the treatment plant were 

reported.   

 

Sludge processing is continuing but at a slower pace that last year.  The year-to-date total of sludge 

removed is approximately 530,000 pounds.  The plant continues to experience minor alarm program 

issues.  Fluidyne is making adjustments to address the problem. 

 

The new well is expected to be drilled before the end of the year.  A one year extension of the well permit 

has been approved.  

 

Rick advised the Board that an as-built drawing is being prepared for the wiring of the new components in 

the plant upgrade.  Rick also reported on the status of development projects in the District. 

 

There was a discussion of maintenance issues for Loma Vista Road.   

   

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned.  
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SOUTH DURANGO SANITATION DISTRICT

INVESTMENTS

September 19, 2022

Capital (Non‐Operating)

COLOTRUST ‐ Plus+ $612,847 2.45% $15,015 N/A

COLOTRUST ‐ Edge $874,879 1.95% $17,060 N/A

1st Southwest $1,050 $0 N/A

$1,488,776 2.15% $32,075

Operating

Alpine Bank $288,477 0.00% $0 N/A

Community Bank $52,820 0.30% $158 11/21/22

COLOTRUST ‐ Plus+ $209,913 2.45% $5,143 N/A

COLOTRUST ‐Edge $69,474 1.95% $1,355 N/A

$620,684 1.07% $6,656

TOTAL $2,109,460 1.84% $38,731

T‐bills Term Rate  9‐21‐22       Possible Investments

Annual 

Interest

Increased 

Interest 

vs. Plus+

T‐bills 6 mos. 3.69% $250,000 $9,225 $3,100

CD 6 mos. 3.75% $250,000 $9,375 $3,250

CD 9 mos. 4.00% $250,000 $10,000 $3,875

T‐bills 1 yr 3.96% $250,000 $9,900 $3,775

CD 1 yr 4.25% $250,000 $10,625 $4,500

CD 1 yr 4.10% $250,000 $10,250 $4,125

CD 18 mos 4.05% $250,000 $10,125 $4,000

CD 2 yr 4.05% $250,000 $10,125 $5,250

CD 3 yr 4.00% $250,000 $10,000 $3,875



SOUTH DURANGO SANITATION DISTRICT 

MONTHLY REPORT 

July 2022 

 

Taps in service (ERT’s) Current (new) Prior Month (new) Prior Year (new) 

  

  Residential      1268.15 1268.15   1254.00 (2)  

  Commercial        618.12 (8)   610.12    594.12   

  Total      1886.27 (8) 1878.27   1848.12 (2)   

 

Plant Operation 

    

  Parameter Limit Current Month Prior Month 

  Flow (In) - average .450 MGD 0.210 0.212                  

  Flow (In) - peak .450 MGD 0.265 0.226                      

  Flow (In) - % capacity    80% 47% 47%                                  

  Loading (in) % capacity    80% 37% 46%                                              

  ERT ave/peak gallons/day    NA 111/140 113/120              

  Flow (Out) - average .450 MGD 0.207 0.199               

  Flow (Out) - peak .450 MGD 0.274 0.264                          

  Organic loading 1,314 lbs/day 486 604                                         

  Effluent – BOD5 30/45 mg/l 8/10 12/14                                         

  BOD5 removal 85% 97% 96%    

  Effluent - TSS 75/110 mg/l 6/9 5/7                                         

  Effluent - TSS removal 85% 98% 99% 

  E. coli 2,000/4,000 #/100ml 355/2419.6 1070.9/2419.6            

  pH 6-9 8.1/8.4 8.1/8.3                   

  Total Ammonia 50/50 mg/l as N qtrly N/A 3.6/7.3                                          

  Total Dissolved Solids Report mg/l qtrly N/A 450                             

  WET Pass/Fail qtrly N/A Pass   

  Manganese  Report ug/L 22.2 28   

  Bold denotes a violation  



From
: Andresen - CDPHE, Kevin
<kevin.andresen@state.co.us>

Subject
: The Colorado Wastewater Monitoring Program
To
: CDPHE Wastewater Surv

<cdphe_wastewater_surv@state.co.us>

Zimbra bud@flslegal.com

The Colorado Wastewater Monitoring Program

Wed, Aug 31, 2022 05:54 PM

1 attachment

Good Afternoon,
 
I am reaching out to see if your team would be interested in participating in our 
Colorado Wastewater Monitoring Program, a partnership between the Colorado 
Department of Public Health and Environment (CDPHE) and over 55 other wastewater 
utilities across the state.
 
Wastewater monitoring allows us to identify the presence of a virus in a community 
before we have results from clinical testing. This method allows us to estimate the 
prevalence of disease within a community because it can capture data on individuals 
who are asymptomatic or who may not seek testing. This can give our local partners 
the opportunity to respond to viral hotspots quickly and help control the spread of 
disease in our communities.
 
We are aware of commercial labs reaching out to provide wastewater monitoring. 
CDPHE’s Wastewater Monitoring Program offers:

Sampling supplies 
Courier/shipping of samples 
Laboratory tests that have been validated by the CDC
Results shared within 4 days on a secure dashboard
Communication of results to local public health partners
A network of wastewater professionals participating in the wastewater 
surveillance program.
CDPHE Wastewater Surveillance Team ready to answer your questions
Long-term funding for wastewater surveillance through the CDC.

 
We offer all of the above at no cost to you in exchange for your team collecting influent 
samples twice weekly. By participating in the program, you will provide valuable data 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__cdphe.maps.arcgis.com_apps_dashboards_d79cf93c3938470ca4bcc4823328946b&d=DwMFaQ&c=sdnEM9SRGFuMt5z5w3AhsPNahmNicq64TgF1JwNR0cs&r=InRfNuQWCUi6lQs3NTO_DYEX0JDmt9GKQScfOdPI3IA&m=MtE2bDZtiFhzjAUcp5T4Zr7Gq61zUAMxyMjAOt-B0kevYsy6UGMddPczP70__KLS&s=42SAVNIqOjzHYOSxg0El2wrMxQFFmhpkH061JQ7xsq0&e=


to public health professionals and serve a role in protecting the public health of 
Coloradoans.
 
Please let us know if your team would be interested in participating in our wastewater 
monitoring program. We look forward to hearing from you soon.
 
Best,
Kevin
-- 
Kevin Andresen, MPH
Wastewater Surveillance Coordinator 
Communicable Disease Branch

P 720.441.3695 E. kevin.andresen@state.co.us

4300 Cherry Creek Drive South, Denver, CO 80246

For wastewater surveillance questions, please contact cdphe_wastewater_surv@state.co.us for a more timely 
response.
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How can you help
monitor for COVID-19?

Wastewater surveillance can provide an early warning signal for 
changes in rates of COVID-19 infection in a community. This can 
be used in combination with other surveillance efforts to help us 
provide the appropriate public health responses for our community.

In Colorado, wastewater monitoring is used for the following:

Better understand the spread of 
COVID-19 in our community.

Detect the presence of 
infection in wastewater before 
clinical testing results are 
received and from those who 
are asymptomatic or who may 
not seek testing.

Detect mutations in 
SARS-CoV-2 that suggest the 
presence of variants of concern.

Alert local public health 
agencies to increasing viral 
concentration trends in their 
wastewater systems.

Colorado population 
being covered under 

our wastewater 
monitoring system.

SARS-CoV-2 
positive wastewater 
samples sequenced 

for variant detection.

Number of 
wastewater 

facilities currently 
participating.



Mainline to the Future!

Utilities collect and send wastewater samples to the Colorado Department of 
Public Health and Environment lab. The samples are analyzed to detect the 
amount of SARS-CoV-2 RNA and to look for specific mutations. This data 
is compared to other surveillance data to give a more complete picture of 
COVID-19 in our communities. You can view data for participating utilities 
here.

How does the system work?

What you need to know?
Partnering utilities will be asked to collect wastewater samples twice a week. 
24-hour composite samples are preferable, but other sample types can also
be used.

Once testing is complete, your 
data will be displayed on a private 
dashboard to preview 24 hours 
before it is published to our public 
dashboard.

DataSupplies Provided
CDPHE can provide collection 
supplies utilities need and will 
provide a courier to pick up 
wastewater samples and transport 
them to the state lab.

Supporting details
CDPHE is participating in the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s 
National Wastewater Surveillance System (NWSS). Colorado data will be 
uploaded to the NWSS system weekly where it will be analyzed for trends.

Long-term Vision
Our vision for wastewater monitoring is to be a long-term component of public 
health surveillance in Colorado and for our state to lead the nation in developing 
and deploying these innovative technologies. We intend to add new sites to 
our current network to continue surveillance for SARS-CoV-2 and plan to add 
monitoring for pathogens of public health significance in the future.

How to get started
Interested utilities and local public health departments should get in touch as 
soon as possible! The best way to contact us is: 
cdphe_wastewater_surv@state.co.us and we will coordinate an introductory call 
or email so you can learn more about this exciting new public health endeavor.

How to get your utility involved with 
SARS-CoV-2 wastewater monitoring

https://cdphe.maps.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/index.html#/d79cf93c3938470ca4bcc4823328946b
https://www.cdc.gov/healthywater/surveillance/wastewater-surveillance/wastewater-surveillance.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fcases-updates%2Fwastewater-surveillance.html
mailto: cdphe_wastewater_surv@state.co.us


Colorado Wastewater Monitoring Program

Memorandum of Understanding

September 2022

Section 1: Background

The Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment (CDPHE) is partnering with Colorado Wastewater

Utilities to monitor pathogens of concern in wastewater influent at wastewater utilities across the state. The goal

of wastewater monitoring is to provide data that can be used by local public health agencies to understand the

presence and/or trends of disease in their communities for public health action. Public health action may include

community messaging about the pathogen detected, the importance of handwashing, encouragement to receive

vaccines, and other resources providing more information about disease control for a specific pathogen.

Section 2: Purpose

The purpose of this Memorandum of Understanding is to set forth the terms and conditions, scope of work, and

responsibilities of the parties associated with their collaboration on wastewater surveillance. The effort is scalable and

may be expanded through future agreements.

Section 3: MOU Parties

The following entities are parties to this MOU, individually referred to as Wastewater Utilities and Regulatory Agencies.

Participating Parties

Regulatory Agencies: Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment

Wastewater Utility: South Durango Sanitation District

Section 4 Responsibilities

The following is a description of the responsibilities of the MOU parties.

Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment

● Work with the Wastewater Utility to collect data necessary for interpretation of results. This may include

wastewater collection catchment boundaries to allow for correlation with clinical case data for that area, flow

rates, or other data as is requested by the CDC.

● Update, maintain, and enhance the CDPHE internal wastewater dashboard for participants of the program to

view their data before it is published to the public dashboard.

○ For SARS-CoV-2 (the virus that causes COVID-19), data will include RNA viral concentration (reported as

copies/L), case counts, and variant data by sewershed.

○ Other pathogens or targets of public health concern may be tested in wastewater samples and shared on the

public dashboard.

● Update and maintain the public dashboard on the CDPHE website.

● Coordinate with CDC's National Wastewater Surveillance System (NWSS) to better understand the extent

of disease in communities across the US.

● Quantify pathogen or other target concentrations from wastewater influent samples using reverse transcription

digital droplet PCR, when possible.

● Test wastewater influent samples from all participating utilities for mutations indicative of SARS-CoV-2 variants of

concern.

● Establish trend classifications and alert local public health agency partners to trends in their area.

○ Provide technical assistance to local public health agencies to interpret the data.



● Recruit and onboard additional utilities to participate in the collaborative.

● Provide a courier service to wastewater utilities to pick up samples and transport them to the CDPHE lab.

● Notify utilities and local public health partners when CDPHE begins testing for a new pathogen of concern.

Participating Wastewater Facilities

● Follow sampling methods as outlined in the ‘SOP for Transportation of Samples’ to CDPHE’s Lab.

● Sample wastewater influent at regular intervals that may be pathogen or target specific to ensure data

consistency.

● Sampling will be conducted through July 31, 2023.

● Samples will be left for the CDPHE courier at the designated pick-up spot and time.

● Furnish GIS layer of catchment area to CDPHE for interpretation of data on the dashboard.

● Provide CDPHE with information necessary for the interpretation of results. This may include flow rates or other

data as is requested by the CDC.

Section 5: Special Provisions

Nonbinding Agreement

The parties agree that this MOU is to memorialize the intent of the parties regarding the program but does not create a

legal agreement between the parties. It is agreed by the parties that nothing in this MOU will be deemed or construed

as creating a joint venture, trust, partnership, or any other legal relationship among the parties. This MOU is for the

benefit of the parties and does not create third-party rights.

Communications

Any communications affecting the operations covered by this agreement given by CDPHE or the Wastewater Utility is

sufficient only if in writing and delivered in person, mailed, or transmitted electronically by

e-mail or fax, as follows:

● To CDPHE at the address specified in the MOU.

● To Wastewater Utilities, at the party's address shown in the MOU or such other address designated within the MOU.

● All communications with the media will be coordinated with CDPHE prior to the issuance of press releases

and interviews.

Access to records and data flow

● Nothing in the agreement shall be deemed to waive or modify any public access or provision of the Colorado

Open Records Act.

● All data relating to the project will be provided to CDPHE including, but not limited to, sample

locations, frequencies, collection methods, analysis methods, results, and any analysis statistics.

● Laboratory results will also be made available to the wastewater entity that generated the samples.

● All data will be analyzed by CDPHE and provided to the wastewater utilities and local public health agencies

concurrently via the CDPHE internal dashboard. If deemed appropriate to share on the public dashboard by CDPHE,

data will be published to the public dashboard 24 hours after being available on the CDPHE internal dashboard.

● CDPHE will share the results of wastewater testing with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).

This includes the CDC’s National Wastewater Surveillance System, which houses a secure dashboard only accessible

by public health departments.

● All abstracts, presentations, and publications that include data from this project must be reviewed by CDPHE staff

prior to presentation or publication.



Effective date

This agreement shall become effective on the date of execution by the last signatory party. It may be amended or

extended upon the mutual agreement of the MOU Parties. The MOU may be terminated by any party after thirty (30)

days advance written notice. The MOU will expire on July 31, 2023, unless extended in writing by the parties.

Section 6: Approvals

The following pages include the approval of this MOU by the MOU Parties.

Authorized Signatory, Title

South Durango Sanitation District



RESOLUTION NO. 2022-______ 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE SOUTH DURANGO SANITAITON DISTRICT DECLINING 

PARTICIPATION IN THE COLORADO PAID FAMILY AND MEDICAL LEAVE 

INSURANCE PROGRAM  

 

WHEREAS, in November of 2020, Colorado voters approved Proposition 118, codified in Part 5, 

Article 13.3 of Title 8, Colorado Revised Statutes (C.R.S.), establishing the Family and Medical 

Leave Insurance (“FAMLI”) Program, a state insurance plan providing paid leave for Colorado 

workers during certain life circumstances; and  

 

WHEREAS, under the FAMLI Program, employers and their employees are both responsible for 

funding the program and may split the cost 50/50; the premiums are set at 0.9% of the employee’s 

wage, with 0.45% paid by the employer and 0.45% paid by the employee; and  

 

WHEREAS, the premiums required for FAMLI will be collected starting January 1, 2023, and 

benefits will begin January 1, 2024; and  

 

WHEREAS, as a local government as defined by C.R.S. §§ 8-13.3-503(14) and 29-1-304.5(3)(b), the 

South Durango Sanitation District (the “District”)  may decline to participate in FAMLI following a 

public hearing and vote of its governing body pursuant to C.R.S. § 8-13.3-522; and  

 

WHEREAS, should the District decline to participate in FAMLI, its employees will still have the 

option to participate in the program and remit premiums to the State;  

 

WHEREAS, at a public meeting held September 22, 2022, the Board of Directors held a public 

hearing on the decision whether to participate in FAMLI; and  

 

WHEREAS, the employees of the District have reviewed the FAMLI program and have indicated 

they do not want to participate; and  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE SOUTH 

DURANGO SANITATION DISTRICT AS FOLLOWS:  

 

1. The Board of Directors finds and determines that, with regard to the public hearing on the decision 

of whether to decline participation in FAMLI, notice was given, and the hearing was conducted in 

accordance with the regulations adopted by the Colorado Department of Labor and Employment and 

codified at 7 CCR 1107-2.  

 

2. The Board of Directors, acting by and on behalf of the District, declines all participation in the 

FAMLI Program.  

 

3. The Board of Directors further directs its staff to bring the matter of revisiting the decision to 

decline participation in FAMLI before a future Board by no later than eight years from the date of the 

vote on this Resolution 2022- 4.  

 

APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 22nd day of September 2022. 

 

______________________  

President 




