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Message from the President
A big thanks to our own Susan Wilson who gave us a very nice presentation on Lycaste, a genus I hope more
of us will try to grow in the future. Just remember, make sure the species or hybrids you choose have warm
growing species in their background or that you can accommodate the cooler temps required to grow species
like Lyc. skinneri and its many hybrids.
Moving on to this month, we have another presentation I am very excited about, Neofinitia falcate (aka furan,
samurai, or wind orchid). The history and lore behind this coveted group of orchids will be a great learning
experience for us all. I only have one N. falacta and one hybrid of it but I am definitely hooked on this species.
I normally do not give any cultural advice in my column but some recent problems in the greenhouse I grow in
spurred me to stress the importance of good air movement. I turned off the one big fan I have for the last few
months to keep the greenhouse from drying due to the heaters running constantly and started to notice a lot of
my plants developing unsightly spotting on the leaves (more than usual at least), and not the old leaves but
newer ones that should be sticking around for a while. The roots of many plants like to stay damp but very few
species can tolerate water sitting on the leaves for extended periods, it promotes pathogenic bacterial and
fungal growth that can make a nice plant unsightly or even kill. We work hard to grow nice plants so if you are
seeing spotting on newer leaves, try upping your air circulation. You may have to water a bit more but your
plant’s leaves will thank you for it.
See you all soon!!!

Forrest Brem

Paph Zollingeri ‘Kasami’ AM grown by Jack and Beveryly Tipton
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VP & Program Chair’s Corner
Hello! As the program director for our society I am privileged in communicating with a large number of orchid
growers and specialists. This month I am pleased to present Deb Delmas, an avid grower of Neofinetia falcata
(Vanda). Let’s welcome her and enjoy her presentation.
Jimmy Harwell

Furan or Wind Orchid" is the Japanese name for the Neofinetia falcata orchid
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MEMPHIS ORCHID SOCIETY
2014 CALENDAR
January

01/26

2:00

Susan Wilson

Lycastes

February

02/23

2:00

Deb Delmas

Appreciating Furan

March

03/23

2:00

-

Society Orchid Swap

April

04/27

2:00

Robert Wayne with
Roberts Flower
Supplies

May

05/16-18

-

-

31st Annual Memphis Orchid Society Show & Sale

June

06/22

2:00

-

Green Growers and New Members Appreciation/Orientation
Day

July

07/27

2:00

Mark Reinke with
Marble Branch Orchids

August

08/24

2:00

Unannounced

September

09/28

2:00

Fred Clark

Mini and Compact Cattleyas

October

10/26

2:00

Barry Jones, AOS
Judge

Space Saver Orchids

November

11/23

2:00

Unannounced

December

12/07

2:00

-
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Memphis Orchid Society Holiday Party
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Show Schedule MOS is planning on sending exhibits to in 2014:
March 14 - 16
March 28 -30
April 4 - 6
May 16 – 18

MO
AL
AR
TN

Springfield
Huntsville
Little Rock
Memphis Orchid Society Show

DEB DELMAS
MOS Speaker, February 23, 2014

I started growing Neofinetia falcata (now known as Vanda falcata) after my husband Jeff purchased
one in 2004 at a HODOS show. We were both intrigued with this cute little plant. This purchase
started my decade long pursuit of learning about this genus. Information at that time was sparse and
there were few growers who knew about these plants and their culture. The genus fit well into my
growing style at the time, either grown on a window sill or under lights.
I learned about the various aspects of Neofinetias that are appreciated by the Japanese. They
consider them to be the perfect plant; there is some “element of appreciation” to admire 365 days a
year. I was curious about that these distinctions were and researched the natural habitat, Japanese
method of judging, and culture of these amazing orchids. I compiled the information I learned into an
educational exhibit for the 2012 Heart of Dixie Orchid Society show, where my exhibit won a 92 point
score. This presentation is an outgrowth of that educational exhibit.

MEMPHIS ORCHID SOCIETY NEWSLETTER

FEBRUARY 23, 2014

The Detling Report
We started the new year with a total of 36 (34 members and two visitors) attending the January
meeting. Our two visitors, Amy Davis and Larry Simmons, are interns in the Master Gardener
program.
We are happy to see some of the newest members actively participating in the auctions. That’s a
good sign they are enjoying MOS and increasing their orchid collections. Thanks to all the members
who are sharing their plants, helping to keep collections and the society growing. See you in
February.
Bill and Nancy

January Meeting Minutes
President Forrest Brem opened the meeting. Welcome Visitors Amy Davis and Larry Simmons.
Refreshments provided by Bill & Nancy Detling, Debra Baker and Randy Bayer.
Update on 2014 May Show and Sale. A near disaster was averted due to scheduling conflicts with
the Botanic Garden. We will not be able to use the space as in years past, this year we will use the
main forayer, hallways, Orientation Theater and the room normally used for judging. Charles is
working diligently to configure the space for Exhibits, Vendors, Judging and Hospitability. We will not
be charged for 2014 and the deposit paid will be applied to 2015. Right now we have 4 Vendors
confirmed, Stones River, Orchid Plus, Clown Ally and Barry Jones. The invited Societies have not yet
finalized their acceptance or decline. Charles also thanked the Committee Chairs for agreeing to
continue into 2014.
St Louis show-Charles ask that all plants be delivered to Dr. Chappell by Noon Thursday and please
email your list of plants by Wednesday 5pm. Plants can be picked up Wednesday around 5pm. A
reminder email will be sent to the membership.
Our show speaker Susan Wilson gave a wonderful and informative presentation on Lycastes. Susan
covered the growing locations found in the wild from Mexico to Brazil, the types best suited for our
area and detailed culture information. If you have any question contact Susan.
Show and Tell:
Plants were presented for Show and Tell from Fay LeVine, Chuck Pintner, Forrest Brem, Doug
Mallory and Marcus Valentine. The Plants of the Month went to Fay LeVine for her Paph. Hsinying
Fairtron (Paph. Hsinying Citron x Paph. fairrieanum) and Forrest Brem for his Zygapetalum
intermedia. The winners are pictured below.
Debra Baker
Filling in for Melissa Garner Secretary
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Cymbidiums in the Hot South

Cym Spring Cascade
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Cym Paul’s White
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Cym Sun City

Cym Pippin ‘Erisu AM AOS

The year 2013 turned out to be a strange year for me trying to grow cymbidiums and HT cymbidiums
here in the Memphis climate. As normal the summer was hot, but not as hot as most other summers,
never hitting or exceeding 100°F any day during the summer in our yard. The big disappointment
was the HT cymbidiums that were shipped to me by Andy Easton of Salinas, California operating his
business "New Horizon Orchids", and one of the formost authorities on hybridizing cymbidiums in the
world. The HT cymbidiums he shipped to me arrived in May of 2011, so I had a chance to pot them
up, and try to become familiar with them during the remainder of 2011 and 2012. Sending emails
back and forth, he noted to me that I may have a less than optimum location in the deep south, since
we have numerous massive oak trees that limit the quantity of hours per day, that the orchid benches
receive direct sunlight to be no more than about 4 hours per day. Even with that short period, it is
necessary to have 55% shade cloth over the orchid benches to keep the leaves from burning. The
strange part that comes into the picture, is that despite the fact that we didn't have the extremely high
temperatures of 2011 and 2012, 2013 turned out to have only one plant out of about 50 HTC,
blossom during the summer months.
I had culled out many of the standard cymbidiums that I had been working with since 2002, that had
never blossomed for me, and a quantity exhibited poor growth during the 10+ years that I had them
here in Memphis. Contrary to expectations, I had 36% of the standard cymbidiums bud out this fall,
more than twice the percentage of any year since I started with cymbidiums here in Memphis. Many
of these standards are blossoming the first time since I brought them to Memphis from California, 10
to 12 years ago. As they are first time blossom, they do not exhibit the greater blossom count or size
that will come about in a later year.
4 more of the HTC orchids did blossom in the fall, with one taken to the Atlanta judging session by
Susan and Charles Wilson, but sadly it wasn't awarded, even though several of our members thought
it was good enough to receive an award.
Eric Kuhnel ericfishing@ hotmail.com
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MOS Announcements:
Renew your dues for 2014. You can renew with check or cash at the meeting, dues are $25.00 per
family. Or if you prefer you can mail it to 3617 Graves Rd., Memphis, TN 38116. Your renewal
includes the Monthly Newsletter, Meeting and Guest Speaker reminders and upcoming out of town
shows.
Fertilizer is now available at $4.00 per bag. If you would like a Memphis Orchid Society Name Tag,
the cost is $8.00 for a pin tag and $10.00 for a magnet tag.
TROPHY SPONSORS NEEDED FOR MEMPHIS SHOW:
If you haven't reserved your spot for one (or more) trophy sponsorships in our coming show this year,
now is the time to do so! Trophy sponsorships are only $25 and can be made in honor or memory of
a friend or family member - or even just anonymous! The continuing support from our members for
our show help keep us from operating in the red! Simply let Debra Baker know at the next meeting
and give or send her a check along with how you want the trophy sponsorship to read! Thanks!

CASH FOR BEST ESSAY
The Mid-America Orchid Congress invites you to enter their essay contest. Write an essay on “My
problem with orchids is…” (writer fills in the blank) -- and win up to $100.00! The essay should be no
more than 500 words in length and submitted no later than October 1st to Doris Asher
(asherdoris@juno.com) – winners will be announced at the Congress’ Sunday Business Meeting in
Columbus, OH, November 9, 2014. You do not need to be present to win. First prize wins $100.00;
second, $50; third, $25. All three prize-winning essays will appear in future issues of the Congress’s
newsletter, The Mid-American.
For more information or if you have questions, contact Doris Asher via email or by phone (517-3320004).

2014 MOS REFRESHMENT VOLUNTEERS
DATE

SWEETS

January 26
February 23
March 23
April 27
May
June 22
July 27
August 24
September 28
October 26
November 23
December 7

Nancy Detling
Forrest Brem
Mark Mills
OPEN

SAVORIES

DRINKS

Debra Baker
Randy Bayer
George Bond
Doug Mallory
Mark Mills
Annette Mautz
Chuck Pintner
Leanne Burton
MOS Show – No regular meeting
Susan and Eric Kuhnel
Forrest Brem
Don & Rory Theeuwes
Roberta & Jim Price
Roberta & Jim Price
Adrian Giles
OPEN
OPEN
Judy Holzer
Susan Wilson
Barbara Baker
Fenwick Chappel
OPEN
Ronnie & Susan Young
Andy Nguyen
Beverly Tipton
Paul & Melissa Gamer
OPEN
Holiday Party
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Memphis Orchid Society Show Report for January 2014
The Orchid Society of Greater Saint Louis (OSGSL) show was splendidly hosted 31 Jan-2 Feb 2014
at the Missouri Botanic Garden. Their members are to be commended for their excellent assistance
to participants and hospitality. Eight members of the Memphis Orchid Society (Debra Baker, Bayer,
Brem, Giles, Mills, Pintner, Valentine, Wilson) participated by sending 35 orchids which were
collectively arranged by Charles Wilson. The competition included a very competitive 260 orchids
among 15 orchid exhibits. Memphis members collectively won 22 ribbons (13 blue, 6 red and 3
white) with every Memphis member receiving at least one ribbon. That is a most respectable 63% of
Memphis entries receiving a ribbon and once again shows how wonderful our members can grow
(and also how competitive when we send the best orchids in bloom from 8 growers).
There were 22 orchids in the show selected for special AOS judging, with 4 of them coming from
Memphis growers (Bayer, Brem, Mills, Wilson). Two AOS awards were made in the show, with an
Award of Merit of 83 points going to Forrest Brem for Dendrobium wentianum ‘Memoria Joan Levy’
AM/AOS (provisional on identification by SITF). In addition his orchid won the Missouri Orchid
Society award for Best Species grown by an amateur. Charles and Susan Wilson won the OSGSL
trophy for Best Specimen Plant for Paphiopedilum spicerianum.
The Memphis exhibit received a blue ribbon in its class and the GSLOS trophy for Best Society
Exhibit. Congratulations and special thanks to all our members who participated! (The next
scheduled show is Springfield, MO, March 14-16. Orchids will be need to be delivered to Fenwick
Chappell no later than 4:00 p.m. Thursday, 13 March (please call him at 901-327-0970 to schedule
your drop off day/time).

Memphis at St Louis 2014 after judging
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Paph spicerianum at OSGSL

Den wentianum 'Memoria Joan Levy' AM AOS’
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