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Dedicated to serving the graduates of our community through college scholarships 

Class of 2016, 24 students eligible for scholarships 

Let’s Go Back to Fall 2003 … 
The year the Touchet Educational Foundation was organized. 

This year’s seniors were just beginning their education at Touchet Schools. 
Do you recognize any of these cute faces? 

 

THS Class of 2016 from Kindergarten to Senior Year 
Taylor, Andrew, Mia, Jackson, Sarai, Osiris, Jared, Autumn, Carlos, Luis, Sam & Cierra Jo 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Front Row: Mrs. Huesby, Taylor Garbe, Andrew Flagstead, Jacob LaRoque, Mia Garcia, Jackson 
Elsasser, Sarai Berumen, Osiris Mendoza, Miss Davis 

Row 2: Courtney Creek, Mikael Butler, Paytyn Richartz, Jared Ortiz, Jesse Barnett, Mark Lesmeister 
Row 3: Autumn Rea, Carlos Rincon, Luis Preciado, Kurt Blackman, Tristan Newman, Sam Ogden, 

Cierra Jo McKeown  
              ** See page  3 for Senior Class Picture ** 
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TRIBAL TIMES 
 

 

Contributors 
 

BOARD MEMBERS: 
President, Diane Harris 
Vice President, Marilyn Schaecher 
Secretary, Carol Hopkins 
Treasurer, Melissa Cummins 
 

Sandra Bradley, Jose Godinez, Cynthia 
Huesby, Lance Rea, Sandy Reppe, Kristi 
Scherger, Megan Waite 
 

 
WRITERS and PHOTOGRAPHERS:  
Touchet friends & families 
 

LETTERS: Tribal Times invites letters on 
its content or on topics related to 
Touchet School. Letters for publication 
must be signed and may be edited for 
style, length, and clarity.  Shorter letters 
are more likely to be published due to 
space limitations.  Writers should include 
an address and daytime phone number. 
 

Send all correspondence to: 
 

Tribal Times 
Touchet Educational Foundation 
PO Box 272 
Touchet, WA 99360  
 

or email: touchetedfund@yahoo.com 
 

Tribal Times is published biannually by 
the Touchet Educational Foundation. 
 

Views expressed in the Tribal Times are 
those of the authors and do not neces-
sarily reflect official policy of the Touchet 
Educational Foundation. 
 

Thank you! 
 
 

Mission Statement 
 

To provide financial support for 
Touchet students in pursuit of 

Educational opportunities, and to 

encourage community support for 
higher education. 

UPDATED TEF WEBSITE  
 

Visit our updated TEF website: 

toucheteducationalfoundation.com 

 

Previous TEF newsletters are now 

online!  Take a stroll down memory 

lane, back to our first newsletter in 

2004. 

 

Visit the website to learn about schol-

arship opportunities, our Dinner & 

Auction Fundraiser, and how you can 

get involved to support TEF scholar-

ships.   

 

97th MAY DAY CELEBRATION 
Friday, May 6, 2016 

 

Queen Jennifer Aceves 

King Carlos Rincon 

 

Maid of Honor Cierra Jo McKeown 

Herald Leo Garcia 

 

Junior Princesses 

Paytyn Richartz, Alize Tellez 

 

Sophomore Princesses 

Darianna Aceves, Caitlin McGreevy 

 

Freshman Princesses 

Ziona Combs, Madisyn Gallaher 

RETIRING BOARD MEMBER 

Thank you to Doug Loney for your 

many years of service to the 

Touchet Educational Foundation! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Doug joined the TEF Board of Direc-

tors during our second year, in 

2004.  He served as Vice President, 

later President, and coordinated the 

recruitment of our TEF Representa-

tives from the Senior Class.  He and 

his wife, Roberta, were key leaders 

in the set-up for our Dinner & Auc-

tion Fundraiser every fall. 
 

As with all TEF Board members, 

Doug volunteered countless hours 

over the years and was involved in 

all aspects of the Foundation, help-

ing to raise money for scholarships 

for our Touchet graduates.  Thanks 

again for all your contributions to the 

Touchet Educational Foundation 

and all you do for our community!        

Touchet High School 

GRADUATION  

SATURDAY 

JUNE 11TH, 2016 

1:00 PM 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
 
 



 

CONTINUING EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIPS 
CLASS OF 2015 

 

The Touchet Educational Foundation is offering an opportunity for THS class of 2015 graduates to apply for scholarship assistance 
for their second year of college.  The scholarship will be a maximum amount of $500 for each applicant. 
 

To qualify, the student must plan to enroll in their second year of college, have earned a minimum 36 college level credits (quarter 
system) or 24 college level credits (semester system) during their first year of college, and achieved a minimum 2.75 college GPA. 

Visit the TEF website toucheteducationalfoundation.com to download an application. 
 
 

POSTMARK DEADLINE FOR 2nd YEAR SCHOLARSHIPS IS JULY 15, 2016 

 
PAST GRADUATES – JUNIOR STANDING AND ABOVE 

 

The Touchet Educational Foundation is offering two (2) continuing education scholarships to past Touchet graduates that meet the 

following requirements for the beginning of the 2016-2017 academic year:  junior standing or above, enrolled at an accredited four 
year college/university to complete an undergraduate or graduate degree, minimum 2.75 college GPA. 

Visit the TEF website toucheteducationalfoundation.com to download an application. 
 

POSTMARK DEADLINE FOR PAST GRADUATE SCHOLARSHIPS IS MAY 16, 2016. 
 

EILEEN COLLIER MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP $1000 A general continuing education scholarship available to students 

majoring in any program of study.   
 

MAKING A DIFFERENCE SCHOLARSHIP IN MEMORY OF KATIE NOLAN $500 A scholarship established by her 

family in 2010 to encourage others to follow Katie’s example of service to others, offering hope and inspiration.  This continuing edu-
cation scholarship will award a minimum of $500 to the successful applicant.  In addition to the general application requirements, ap-
plicants must also submit an essay of 300 to 500 words describing in detail their philosophy regarding service to others, activities and/
or projects participated in that reflect their commitment to making a difference in the lives of others, as well as plans made for service 
after college graduation. 
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Class Motto 
Behind us lies the path of learning …  

Ahead, the road to success. 

Front: Taylor Garbe 
2nd Row: Jennifer Aceves, Anjel Pedroza, Sarai 

Berumen, Rachel Miller, Autumn Rea 
3rd Row:  Cassie Warren, Leo Garcia, Crystal 

Hernandez 
4th Row: Osiris Mendoza, Diana Melendez,  

Cierra Jo McKeown, Jared Ortiz, Tanner Leduc 
Olson, Carlos Rincon, Luis Preciado 

Back Row: Mikael Butler, Joe Short, Jackson  
Elsasser, JW Sharp, Andrew Flagstead, Favian 

Velasco 
Not pictured: Rachel Carson, Mia Garcia, 

Marissa Elsinghorst, Sam Ogden    



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Thank you to everyone who volunteered, donated items, the alumni and community members  

who make this annual event a success. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Rent A Team Of Teens Auction Supporters raised $1,300 
Kevin & Susan Brown, Vernon & Sharon Elsasser, Otis & Kim Garbe, Bob & Jan Willoughby 

 

       Raffle & Auction Donors 
4G Custom (Otis & Kim Garbe), Abrielle’s (Nancy Grudzinski), Andy’s Market, Banner Bank, Big Cheese Pizza, Bordertown 
Feed, Bright’s Candies, Burger Hut, Cameo Heights Mansion, Clarette’s, Commercial Tire, Dairy Queen M-F, Falkenberg Jewel-
ers, Fast Eddy’s, Frosted Cupcake Shop, Gary’s Paint & Decorating, Graphic Apparel, Hot Mama’s, Humbert Asphalt, Kilmer’s, 
Lefore’s Spa, Les Schwab College Place, Les Schwab Walla Walla, Milton City Pizza Co., Northwest Tang Soo Do Karate, Pape 
Machinery, Pendleton Roundup, Ranch & Home, Seedhouse Saloon, Sub Shop #38, Tates Umapine Mercantile, The Personal 
Touch (Jorge Martinez), The Western Store, Walla Walla Country Club, Walla Walla Farmer’s Co-op, Walla Walla Vintners, Wa-
terbrook Winery, Wayside, Widner NAPA, Wilbur-Ellis, Wingman Birdz & Brewz, WWCC ASB 
 
Rafeael & Evelia Aceves, Todd & Perla Adams, Don & Lynda Adams, Alice Adams, John & Patty Adams, Anderson-Pira family,  
Salvador & Maria Berumen, Kevin & Susan Brown, Mikael Butler, Melissa Cummins, Nancy Dufour, Sonny & Donnetta Elsasser, 
Paul & Josie Elsinghorst, Keylee Gaffrey, Steve & Phyllis Glass, Billy Grant, Dick & Mary Hanson, Jackie Helm, Jose & Maria 
Hernandez, Neil & Sheryln Jacobson, Nate & Diana Jones, Doug & Berta Loney, Mark McCubbins, Tim & Missy McKeown, Tim 
& April Miller, Mike & Karen Neher, Jorge & Debbie Ortiz, Jose & Jessica Pedroza, Juan Pedroza, Mike & Patti Phelps, Gary & 
Cheryl Pira, Flor Preciado, Henry & Hilda Preciado, Sheri Reiswig, Sandy Reppe, Tim & Erica Richartz, Ramon & Elisa Rincon, 
Shawn & Kirsten Royse, Mike & Marilyn Schaecher, Terry & Shirley Schaeffer, Jodell Smith, Jesse & Erica Solis, Susan Bell & 
Wally Rasmussen, Favian Velasco, Kathie Warner, Chuck & Molly Weaver, LeLand & Traci Weber, Larry & Myrna Weber, Amy 
White 

2015 Scholarship Dinner & Auction 
Another successful and fun fundraising event for the Touchet Educational Foundation in 2015. The senior class pre-sold another 
record-breaking 378 tickets!  Nearly 390 people (another record by far!) enjoyed a delicious BBQ Ribs & Chicken dinner, a terrific 
variety of raffle and auction items and good company. The senior class “Rent a Team of Teens” auction, along with raffles and 
other live and silent auction items, helped to raise more than $17,000.  It was a great end to Homecoming Week! 

 

 
Auctioneer Doug Swenson for offering his enthusiasm and generous support! 

 

Lions Club for their help with the BBQ and use of the Hall! 

 



 

TOUCHET 

HOMECOMING 

2015 

GO 

INDIANS!! 



                     The Touchet Educational Foundation is a 501(c)(3) non profit 
tax exempt  organization. Our primary focus is to provide financial assistance 
to Touchet graduates in pursuit of higher education goals at four year col-
leges and  universities, community colleges and trade schools. TEF provides 
a way for Touchet alumni, businesses and community members to help in  
that support. 
Opportunities for giving: 
  A cash contribution 
  A gift in honor or memory of a special friend or loved one 
  A named scholarship—minimum of $500 contribution 
  Endowment - An endowment is a permanent fund set up to provide yearly 
scholarship distributions. The minimum  contribution to establish an endowed 
scholarship is $10,000. 
 

A lasting legacy of the gift of education - planned gifts help insure that the 
mission of the Touchet Educational Foundation continues for many years to 
come. Perhaps you would like to make a gift through your will or through an 
estate plan. Your donation will help Touchet graduates further their educa-
tion. 
 

Name:        Phone:    
 
Address:     City:    State:         Zip:   
 
Email Address:          
 

Make checks payable to the Touchet Educational Foundation and  
mail this form to: 

Touchet Educational Foundation   PO Box 272   Touchet, WA 99360  

PAVE THE WAY 
 

Reserve your place in history by purchasing a personalized brick with your 
name  or the name of your business. The TEF bricks are located near the main 

entrance to the high school. 
 

Give a brick in honor of graduation, birth of a child, anniversary or birthday. 

4” X 8” 
Engraved Paver with a 

bronze plaque 
 

Cost—$35 

 
 High quality, uniquely designed concrete bricks which hold a  

commemorative bronze plaque. 
 

Deeply engraved letters to ensure readability and long life. 
 

Moisture resistant adhesive permanently attached plaques to the paver. 
 

To order, please fill out the appropriate information requested below. 
 

 
                     
First Name                                                 Last Name 
 

          
Address 
 

          
City                                                             State                        Zip 
 

          
Phone                                      Email 
 

 
4” X 8” Bronze Plaque Inscription 
You may use one, two or three lines for your message. Please print clearly one 
letter per square. Allow one square for a space between words or for         
punctuation marks. Each line will be centered on the plaque. 

eScrip Fundraising 
SUPPORT TEF WHEN YOU SHOP ONLINE 

It is simple and it is free!! 
 
Electronic Scrip Inc. “eScrip” is a fundraising program that allows you to  
earn money for TEF every time you shop online through the eScrip website.   
eScrip works with participating merchants to  contribute a percentage of your 
purchases to your selected non-profit organization.  Hundreds of online mer-
chants are part of the eScrip program … Amazon, Macy’s, Dell Computers, 
Expedia, Apple Store, iTunes, Barnes & Noble, major hotel chains, even 
eBay, just to name a few. 
 

How it works: 
Visit the escrip.com website. 
Sign up and select Touchet Educational Foundation as your non-profit. 
Use the escrip.com website to visit your favorite online merchants. 
Shop with money saving offers from retailers that give back. 
 

You’ll earn automatically for TEF!  It’s totally free and simple to use. 
The difference:  You shop and save, eScrip merchants give! 
 

From the eScrip website:  Can I trust eScrip? 
We’re asking for personal info, so you kind of want to trust us, right?  We’ve 
been in business since 1999 and raised millions of dollars for  nonprofits na-
tionwide.  We say you can trust us, but check out what the Better Business 
Bureau has to say.  With eScrip, you’re part of something big.  Together 
we’ve raised over $420 million for schools and nonprofits. 
 

**Safeway is no longer a merchant in the eScrip program. ** 
We would like to thank all the TEF Supporters that used their Safeway Club 
Card  in the past to benefit our scholarship programs.  
 
 
 

                   

                   

                   

Find us on 

 

 

Visit  
our  

website 

Toucheteducationalfoundation.com 



 

Thank You 2015 Donors 

Your generosity is appreciated and the donations that are received are supporting graduating seniors and past graduates. 

Adams, John and Pat 
Aguayo, Susan 
Alexenko, Tom & Sheri 
Allen, Robert & Annabel 
Baker Boyer Bank 
Art & Clara Bald Trust 
Barnett, Wayne and Beverly 
Barth, Joyce 
Bergevin, Tom 
Booth, June 
Booth, Veronica 
Borgens, Wyatt & Claudia 
Brennan, Kenneth & Donna 
Brown, Ronald & Gretchen 
Brown, Susan and Kevin 
Brown, Terry 
Buckley, Greg & Cindy 
Buckley, Mike and Sandy 
Bussell, Art & Cathy 
Bussell, Larry and Martha Lee 
Byerley, Stuart and Sheryl  
Carlson, Dave & Donna 
CCI Learning Solutions 
Christian, Robert & Margaret 
Chvatal, Ed and Kelly 
Conn, Nina 
Conwell, Theresa 
Crowe, Fred and Genie 
Crowley, Lee & Melinda 
Cummins, June 
Cummins, Keith 
Cummins, Melissa 
Danielson, Orrin & Vicki 
DeRuwe, Tim & Linda 
Dickey, Wayne and Nancy 
Ducharme, Richard & Vicki 
Dunning, Ron and Dana 
Eaton, David & Janis 
Elsasser, Sonny & Donnetta 
Elsasser, Vernon & Sharon 
Farmer Golf Tournament 
Ferrians, Oscar 
Flanigan, Charie 
Fletcher, Cecil & Betty 
Fouquette, Myran & McColm, June 
Frazier, Troy and MaryAnn 
Fulgham, Bob and Naomi 
Garbe, Otis & Kim 

Garcia, Tom & Eryn 
Gay, Doug & Kristi 
Gerla, Sam and Kathy 
Gerling, Dean & Kathleen 
Goble, Darren & Sandy 
Gordon, Phillip & Nelda 
Greene, James 
Guerrero, Carmen & Deanna 
Haasch, Daryl & Mary 
Hanson, Burl & Colleen 
Hanson, Dick and Mary 
Harmon, Mertis 
Harpe, Dean & Odie 
Harpe, Lyle and Sally 
Harpe, Robin 
Hendricson, Mildred 
Hinchcliff, Glen & Cherie 
Hobson, Allen and Marlys 
Hofer, Gary & Diane 
Hopkins, Chris and Carol 
Huesby, Joel & Cynthia 
Ingham, Mike and Sharron 
Jacobson, Neil 
Johnson, Jessie & Phyllis 
Jones, Nate and Diana 
KC Farms, Chuck Deatherage 
Kentch, Robert & Jacky 
Kessler, Randy 
Kregger, Marguerite 
Kregger, Ryan & Wendi 
Kregger, Chris & Lora 
L&G Ranch Supply 
Leinbach, Maybelle 
Leinbach, Ron 
Literal, Sarah 
Lloyds Real Estate 
Maiden, Roberta 
Maiden Company, Tom & Connie 
McCubbins, Mike and Julie 
Meyer, Albert 
Mobbs, John & Betty 
Munns, Kathleen 
Neher, Mike & Karen 
Nelson Irrigation 
Neuschwander, Valerie and Jim 
Olson, Grant & Christina 
Pheasants Forever 
Probert, Jim & Kristi 

Rea, Robert and Anna 
Reiber, Wreatha 
Reser, Yancey & Lavonne 
Reppe, Sandy 
Richards, Brad and Lisa 
Richartz, Tim, & Erica 
Richartz, Shae 
Riley, Janice 
Rodriguez, Dawn 
Robbins, Jesse (for class of 2005) 
Royse, Shawn & Kirsten 
Sauer, Karen 
Schaecher, Mike & Marilyn 
Schaeffer, Nance  
Schaeffer, Terry and Shirley 
Scherger, Kristi and Jay 
Schirman, Roland & Betty 
See, Dan and Gayle 
Segerman, Gary & Valarie 
Seney, Debra 
Short, Jack & Tammy 
Short, Mike & Debby 
Sloan, Georgia 
Smith, Charles and Sandra 
Smith, Doug 
Smith, Kelly 
Snake River Salmon Recovery 
Snodgrass, Ron & Elizabeth 
Stiemert, Duane & Judith 
Stilson, Robert 
Tallmans 
Tanaku, Helen 
Thomas, John & Pamela Reid 
Touchet Chevron 
Touchet Ed. Support Professionals 
Touchet FFA Chapter 
Touchet-Gardena Lions Club 
Towery, Stephen & Suzanne 
Tri-Community Homemakers 
United Seed Services, Terry Perryman 
Wagoner Farms, Mark and Sharla 
Walla Walla Conservation District 
Watson, Lynn 
Weaver, Jim & Teresa 
Weber, Leland and Traci 
Wilbur–Ellis 
Willoughby, Bob and Jan 
Ziegman, Bruce & Sherrell 



 

 
 

BOX HOLDER 

T O U C H E T  E d u c a t i o n a l  F o u n d a t i o n  

P O  B o x  2 7 2  

T O u c h e t ,  W A  9 9 3 6 0  

 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

NON PROFIT STANDARD 

US POSTAGE PAID 
TOUCHET, WA 

PERMIT NO. 11 

TRACKING THE INDIANS 

We love to share news and updates about our Touchet Alumni in our “Tracking the Indians” section.  Please send us a mes-
sage through our facebook page or email at touchetedfund@yahoo.com to be included in a future issue! 
 
 
Brian Pisca (’08) attended Big Bend Community College in Moses Lake, where he played baseball and 
earned an Associate of Science transfer degree.  He moved on to Western Oregon University in Mon-
mouth, OR, where he continued to play baseball for the Wolves and studied Criminal Justice.  He gradu-
ated in 2013, with a degree in Criminal Justice, and a minor in Business.  On March 3, 2016 he was sworn 
in and his badge pinned on by his sister, Jessica Pisca (’02), as a Benton County Deputy Sheriff.  He will 
be attending their academy and will be covering all of Benton County, as a Patrol Deputy.  Brian is the son 
of Christy Adams (‘81) and Rocky Pisca (‘79). 
 

In Remembrance—Class of ‘55 Janice (Simmons) Smith, ‘59 Oran Loney, ‘64 Richard Berg, ‘69 Evelyn 
(McCubbins) Patterson, ‘07 Jamie Riggs, Past Superintendents Terry Carlson (80’s) & John Thrasher (50’s) 

Contributions Made (April  2015 to March 2016) In Memory Of:  Terry Carlson, Nadine Christiansen, Elbert & Helen Durfee, 

Stuart Durfee, Elberta George, Georgene Grant, John Grant, Barbara Hamada, Connie Johnson, Tom Jones, Oran  

Loney, Jim Martin, James Mason, Loretta McCaw, Don Merrill, Evelyn McCubbins Patterson, Roy Patterson, Jamie 

Riggs, Dave Reppe, Robert Schaeffer, Janice Simmons Smith, Margaret Stanton, Chester Vernon Stokes, John Thrasher 


