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STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY

The concept of stewardship is not unique to Christianity. Many cultures, societies and nations throughout
human history have focused on the importance of personal and communal responsibility in managing
resources for the good of all. Stewards were people assigned to oversee and manage the possessions, estates and businesses of their masters or employers.
Stewardship in Christianity developed out of the belief that human beings are created by the same
God who made the entire universe and everything in it. We believe that God is the ultimate owner of all
things and we are accountable to God for the care and use of every resource that God bestows upon us.
As Christians we are responsible for maintaining and using wisely the gifts that we have been given. We understand
stewardship to be our thankful and intentional response to the question: “What does God call me to do with the gifts God
has entrusted to me?”
While I was growing up in the Roman Catholic Church, I never heard anyone talking about stewardship. The only time
the priests talked about money was when we were encouraged to contribute to the bishop’s annual appeal fund. There
was always a collection taken during the offertory but there was never any sense that everyone was expected to give financially to the church.
In our Episcopal tradition, however, we typically talk about stewardship in terms of how we use our time, talent and
treasure for the service of God.
All of us at St. John’s are asked to share our time in volunteering at the church and to use our gifts, talents and financial
treasure to support the ongoing work of our parish as we undertake
God’s work in the world. You may have heard the phrase, “It takes
a village to raise a child”, well the same is true for us – It takes
every person at St. John’s to share their time, talent and treasure to
keep this parish actively engaged in God’s mission.
Everyone at St. John’s has now received in the mail a pledge
form, letter and their third quarter giving statement. Please prayerNov 6, 13 & 20 Morning Prayer 8:30 and 10:30 am
fully consider how you may best share your gifts and financial reNov 6 & 20
Breakfast at 9:30 am
sources to help build the kingdom of God in this place. We ask that
Nov 27
Holy Eucharist 8:30 and 10:30
you bring your pledge form to church on Sunday, November 20 or
(First Sunday of Advent)
drop it off at the office prior to this date and we will collect them
during the offertory.
Tuesday Worship
Christian Stewardship is a spiritual journey we take as individuNov 8 & 29
Holy Eucharist at
Hope Nursing Center 10:30 am
als and as a community of faith in which we seek to move from a
perspective of scarcity to one of abundance with ever increasing
gratitude and generosity.
Wednesday Worship
My prayer for all of us is that we may be the best stewards of
Nov 2 & 9
Bible Study 10:00 am & 6:30 pm
Holy Eucharist 11:45 am
our time, talent and treasure as we utilize, share and oversee all the
personal and material resources that we have at our disposal for the
Nov 30
Bible Study 10 am
Glory of God and the betterment of all creation!

Worship Opportunities
All are Welcome

Sunday Services

Blessings,
Fr. Steve

Holy Eucharist 11:45 am
Candlelight Compline 6:30-7:00 pm
Bible Study 7:00 – 8:30 pm
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November is Our Season of Giving
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Throughout the month of November most of us start preparing for our family celebrations of Thanksgiving and Christmas.
We plan out our events, go shopping, clean the house, cook and spend time with family. The underlying theme during this
time of year is showing appreciation for our families by showering them with our time and other gifts.
It is common practice in our Episcopal Church during this
same period to reflect on all that we have been given by God
and to make decisions about how we are going to share our
time, talent and treasure in the service of the Almighty Creator.
We call this STEWARDSHIP.

Please prayerfully consider how you may share the gifts you
have been given with our church. You will find an Estimate
of Giving form enclosed in this newsletter and in your mailbox. We ask that you complete this form and either return it
to the church office or bring it to our Eucharistic celebrations
on Sunday, November 20th when we will collect and bring
them forward during our offertory.

Advent Candlelight Compline & Bible Study

On the four Wednesday’s during Advent we will be holding a candlelight compline service in our sanctuary from 6:30 –
7:00 pm. This service will include the use of incense,
recorded chant music, prayers, scripture readings and silent
meditation. There will not be communion during this service
of compline.
Immediately following there will be a bible study from 7:00
– 8:30 pm specifically focused on Advent. While I would
certainly encourage you to participate in both compline and
bible study, it is appropriate to only come for one or the
other.

Advent begins on Sunday, November 27th, so please mark
your calendars to join us for these special times of prayer
and study starting on Wednesday, November 30th.

Please Welcome Our New Renters!

Beginning on Sunday, November 6 and every Sunday thereafter, we will be renting
our sanctuary and social hall to another Christian church from 3:00 – 5:00 pm. This
rental agreement will be in effect for one year and then we will revisit the arrangement to evaluate how things are going and decide whether we will continue this relationship. Please welcome pastor Lance Gillespie and his flock of 25 – 30 members
if you happen to see them on a Sunday!

!

NOTES ON THE 182nd
CONVENTION OF THE
DIOCESE OF MICHIGAN
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By Geoff Smereck

Our Parish was represented, over Oct. 21 – 22, 2016, at the annual Convention of the Episcopal Diocese of Michigan, in
Lansing. Having the theme “Waters of Reconciliation: Who is my Neighbor?”, the Episcopal Convention was attended
by several hundred clergy and delegates from the 75 Congregations throughout the Diocese. In addition to Father Steve,
who was quite active in the proceedings, our delegates in attendance were Geoff Smereck, Ken Coyne and Jeanie Coyne.
Friday headlined the Holy Eucharist (celebrated by Bishop Gibbs), which was most sacred. It followed an inspiring
Sermon delivered by the Rev. Canon Ronald Spann of Christ Church Grosse Pointe, who spoke about “the hard work of
renewing our Hearts, which is every bit as real and challenging as the world of doing.”
Saturday featured extensive business decision-making, with each delegate and Clergy having a vote. Elections were
conducted to elect Clergy and laypersons to a variety of Diocesan offices. Bishop Gibbs gave what many thought was
his best-ever Address to the Convention, on the theme of the Convention. “Life is too short,” he said. “And we have too
little time to gladden the hearts of those who travel with us on the Way. So let’s make haste to love one another, to be
good to one another, and, as true followers of Jesus Christ, to build bridges to each other to restore our Unity with God
and each other. . . . We must replace that which had afflicted us in sin with something good. And we must be fully present
with one another, not by eradication of our differences but by affirming them in Love.” Drawing upon an ancient Indian
and African proverb, he emphasized that “If you want to go fast, go alone. But if you want to go far, go together.”

Summary of Action Taken at the
182nd Convention

ADOPTED, without amendment, the 2017 Diocesan Operating
Budget in the amount of $2,290,185.

ADOPTED Resolution #1 (Enactment of General Convention Resolutions) with two minor amendments, replacing the word “enact”
with the word “advance” in lines 7 and 65.

ADOPTED Resolution #2 (God is not a Republican or a Democrat)
with no amendments.

APPROVED an amendment to the Canons of the Diocese of
Michigan regarding Governing Deaneries and Deans (2.3.1.2.1)
and an amendment to the Canons of the Diocese of Michigan regarding Academic Chaplaincies (3.1.1.3)

CONSIDERED the first reading of the Resolutions Referred to Dioceses from the 78th General
Convention, which included the following proposed Constitutional Amendments:
B011
(Amend Article 11.7): D003 (Amend Article V),
D008 (Amend Article 1.1).
Photos, Above Left: The Friday-evening
Convention Eucharist.

Left: The Rev. Canon Ron Spann delivers the
Convention sermon.

St. John’s Fall
Appreciation Dinner
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Our vestry would like to invite you to a special appreciation dinner on Friday, November 4th from 6:00-8:00
pm. We want to take time to celebrate all the wonderful
things that are happening here at St. John’s. This will be
a catered affair and there will be a special multi media
presentation depicting all of our ministries.
This is our way of saying “THANK YOU” for all you
do to make St. John’s such a wonderful community for
all of us. Looking forward to seeing all of you there!

Thanks to two of our
Outreach Angels
(Angela Hamblin & Cindy
Fowler) who are
organizing an
Angel Tree for
St. John’s this month!
Please watch for it and
donate to families in need
if you are able.

FOOD PANTRY OPEN

Nov 10, 10am-Noon
*Please bring donations in on
Sunday, November 6

NOVEMBER EVENTS CALENDAR

Nov 6
Nov 13
Nov 20

SUNDAYS
Daughters of the King 12 pm
Vestry Meeting 12 pm
Stewardship Sunday-bring your pledge form

WEDNESDAYS: November 2, 9, 16, 23, 30
Senior Exercise Class 9 am - Social Hall
(free will donation)

Nov 4
Nov 5

FRIDAY
Appreciation Dinner 6-8 pm Social Hall

SATURDAY
Safeguarding God’s Children/People
Workshops 9 am - 3 pm
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Fr. Steve on Pilgrimage in Israel

From November 12 – 23, Fr. Steve will be on a study pilgrimage in the Holy Land with our bishop and 35 other lay
and clergy members of our diocese. This is a time of spiritual
renewal and continuing education for all of the pilgrims, so
please keep this group in your prayers!
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