LIVING FAITH

16TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
JULY 19, 2020
THE GOSPEL FOR TODAY—Matthew 13:24-30
Jesus put before them another parable:
‘The kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field;
but while everybody was asleep,
an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away.
So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well.
And the slaves of the householder came and said to him,
“Master, did you not sow good seed in your field?
Where, then, did these weeds come from?”
He answered, “An enemy has done this.”
The slaves said to him, “Then do you want us to go and gather them?”
But he replied, “No;
for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them.
Let both of them grow together until the harvest;
and at harvest time I will tell the reapers,
‘Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned,
but gather the wheat into my barn.”’

REFLECTING ON THE GOSPEL
A parable is a story that makes sense if your take it at surface level, but always has an even
deeper meaning. This story, on the surface, is about a farmer and the good seed he sows,
and an enemy who sows weeds among the wheat. But, right at the start of this parable, Jesus
tells us that it is really a story about the Kingdom of God. Jesus talked often about the
Kingdom of God, and told a number of stories to illustrate what the Kingdom was like. In this
parable, Jesus uses images that would have been very familiar to the people he was talking
to—fields, good seed that gets mixed with weeds, neighbours with a grudge who might try to
ruin your crop, and a wise farmer who knows that if you pull out the weeds at the beginning,
you also ruin your own crop; but if you wait until the ends, it’s easier to sort the weeds from
the wheat, and save your crop.

TALKING WITH FAMILY AND FRIENDS
• If this parable is not really about a wheat and weeds, what do you think it’s really
about?
• What do you think this Gospel teaches us about the Kingdom of God?
• Who do you think the Sower really is? Who is the enemy?
• Why does the farmer advise his workers not to pull out the weeds immediately, but wait
until the harvest?
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JESUS TEACHES THROUGH PARABLES
THE KINGDOM OF GOD
Jesus was a truly great teacher. When he taught people, he often used parables. Parables are stories
that stick in our minds. We remember them easily. That’s because parables are stories that work at
two different levels. At the first level, the surface level, parables make sense. They are good stories in
themselves. But there is a deeper level to the parables that Jesus tells. There is a story beneath the
story! In a parable, every element stands for something else; everything takes on a deeper meaning.
In Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus talks about the Kingdom of God as something that is both yet to come,
and also something that is in our midst. The coming of the Kingdom was announced by Jesus Christ,
and we are called to be members of that Kingdom.
The Kingdom of heaven was inaugurated on
earth by Christ. “This kingdom shone out before
men in the word, in the works, and in the
presence of Christ” (Lumen Gentium 5). The
Church is the seed and beginning of this
kingdom. Her keys are entrusted to Peter.
(Catechism of the Catholic Church 567)

By living with the mind of Christ,
Christians hasten the coming of the Reign of
God, "a kingdom of justice, love, and
peace." They do not, for all that, abandon their
earthly tasks; faithful to their master, they fulfill
them with uprightness, patience, and love.
(Catechism of the Catholic Church 2046)
In the New Testament, the word basileia can be
translated by "kingship" (abstract noun),
"kingdom" (concrete noun) or "reign" (action
noun). The Kingdom of God lies ahead of us. It
is brought near in the Word incarnate, it is
proclaimed throughout the whole Gospel, and it
has come in Christ's death and Resurrection.
The Kingdom of God has been coming since the
Last Supper and, in the Eucharist, it is in our
midst. The kingdom will come in glory when
Christ hands it over to his Father: It may even be
. . . that the Kingdom of God means Christ
himself, whom we daily desire to come, and
whose coming we wish to be manifested quickly
to us. For as he is our resurrection, since in him
we rise, so he can also be understood as the
Kingdom of God, for in him we shall reign.
(Catechism of the Catholic Church 2816)

WEDNESDAY, JULY 22
ST. MARY MAGDALENE- MISSIONARY DISCIPLE
Mary Magdalene, sometimes
called Mary of Magdala, was
a Jewish woman who, according to
the four canonical gospels, traveled
with Jesus as one of his followers and
was a witness to his crucifixion and its
aftermath. She is mentioned by name
twelve times in the canonical gospels,
more than most of the apostles and
more than any other non-family
woman in the Gospels.
The Gospel of Luke 8:2–3 lists Mary
Magdalene as one of the women who
traveled with Jesus and helped
support his ministry "out of their
resources", indicating that she was
probably relatively wealthy. The same
passage also states that seven
demons had been driven out of her, a
statement which is repeated in
the longer ending of Mark.
In all four canonical gospels, Mary
Magdalene is a witness to the crucifixion
of Jesus and, in the Synoptic Gospels,
she is also present at his burial. All four
gospels identify her, either alone or as a
member of a larger group of women
which includes Jesus's mother, as the
first to witness the empty tomb, and the
first to witness Jesus's resurrection.
For these reasons, Mary Magdalene is
known in some Christian traditions as
the apostle to the apostles. As the first
to proclaim the Resurrection of Jesus,
we count her as the first missionary
disciple.
Watch a short video reflection about Mary Magdalene here.
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