
Thank you for taking the time 

to check out these materials 

for the study of Ancient Rock 

Art.  This is one of the compo-

nents of the thematic unit 

Cave Paintings & Petroglyphs.  

I hope you’ll find it exciting  

                
   and educational! 
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Brown, Grades 5/6 

Orange, 
Grades 3/4 
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Vocabulary Cards 
for introducing new words, 

practicing, and review 



Student Reader:  Tour Guide 
Orange, Grades 3/4, Brown Grades 5/6 

16 pages (4 pieces of letter sized paper, 2 sided) 
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Reading Worksheets (4 pages) 
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Travel Genre  
Reading 

Rock Art 
Comprehension 



“Point of Interest” 
Cards & Poster 

Describe  
10 rock art sites  

in the travel genre 
for reading instruction  

and writing models 
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 Beautiful colored paintings, 15,000 years old, cover the ceilings of the S-shaped 
Altamira cave in northern Spain.  Bison are the primary subject of this archaeological 
wonder, but horses, a hind, and two wild boar also cover the walls of the cave.  Hand 
prints, hand outlines, and animal-people can be found here as well.  Altamira is made 
up of a series of rooms, connected by passages.  The main hall is about 30 meters from 
the entrance of the cave.   
 The artistic style, and the way the paintings have lasted through the years, made 
the original researchers think the work was a fake.  Many of the animals are painted lar-
ger than life and details are clearly shown.  Fur and manes are painted with a variety of 
textures created through the use of only three colors—ochre, red, and black.  The ani-
mals move across the ceilings of the cave as if they are alive.   
 In 2008, British scientists dated the paintings using a method called U/Th.  Ura-
nium changes into thorium over time, and this is what is measured in the U/Th method.  

The crust (patina) that grows over the 
painting is tested to see how long it has 
been there.  This method only gives a mini-
mum (the youngest) age of the painting, 
but these tests indicate the Altamira paint-
ings are between 25,000 and 35, 000 years 
old! 
 Access to the cave is restricted.  Car-
bon dioxide in the visitors’ breath damages 
the paint.  In 2002 a replica of the cave was 
opened, and now that is the only way most 
visitors can see these amazing pieces of art.  
The cave was reopened in 2010 to a very 
small number of  visitors per day.   

Public Domain Image 

Spain:  Image by NASA/Goddard Space Flight Center, via Wikimedia Commons. 

9 

Duckeck, Jochen.  Cueva de Altamira.  Show Caves of Spain.  Web:  January 27, 2011.   

http://www.showcaves.com/english/es/showcaves/Altamira.html 
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www.thematicteacher.com 

Altamira Cave 
Spain 

http://museodealtamira.mcu.es/index.html 

5 
Access:  You can reach the cave by car, 
bus, or taxi.   The cave is in the town of 
Santillana del Mar.  
Tours:  There are guided tours of  the 
replica cave as well as the original 
cave. 
Open:  May to October, Tue-Sat 9:30-
20; November to April, Tue-Sat 9:30-
18, Sun, Holidays 9:30-15.  

Beginner 

Tours Available 

All services  
available  

http://www.showcaves.com/english/es/showcaves/Altamira.html
http://museodealtamira.mcu.es/index.html


Writing  
Worksheets 

(5 pages) 

Internet Research 
(2 pages) 

Includes Word Processing Template (1 page) 
                      for final copy 
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Rough Draft 
Outline  
(1 page) 



Covers for Class made book 
Type in your own name 
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