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Are We There Yet?
By H.AM.

The gifi of the Holy Spinit is the gift of power, while the lack of power is due to the absance of His indwelling fullness. Let's
look here in Luke 24:49, "Eefiak], | sz dhe Frommiss af (ly Fedier qpem e S iy i i ey of Jormsaizm ol
T S Gt il Eerer R &0 Sk And now, from Acts 1:8, =0 per sbal Feeeiee Sewrer i M KMy
Sl hee esme yEer ey and pew abal be wivessss (0 M i Javeaism, and io &l Joddss snd Samads, and i
g dehd] ol hE B ™ These red lettered words are from the mouth of Jesus Himself. The indwelling fullness requires a
continual desire and effort to submit. Isaiah 443 tells, "For I will pour water on him who is thirsty, And floods on the
dry ground; | will pour My Spirit on your descendants, And My blessing on your offspring ..."

N e e, Sl cod], fmoamer feer fo give groed @it 09 peer e, K mosE moees ol peor besmenly Foihar
{hem e [y SR D e ol Sl (I (Loke 11:13) We see here that God eagerly waits to give His Holy Spirit to
those that ask. You ask why? In 1 John 4:8 it tells us, “He who does not love does not know God, for God is love.”
Listen, “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, foy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentlenass,
self-conirol, Against such there is no law." (Galatians 5:22-23) It's the fruit of His Haly Spirit that brings the perfection
of love, thus frecing us, “For Christ is the end of the law for rightecusness to everyone who believes.” (Romans
10:4) Here, Jesus confirms, in John 76:13, Tiareewes wlbem He, e S af tdh, ee eanns, M il grfds pew bk
&l dmity o K ol oot apeal an Mis ewm aolberils St edaizver Mz bears M il spealy apd K il o=l e
s e coaie ™ (John 16:13) So divine revelation is wrought through God's Spirit of truth and unabridged.

The Holy Spint has the power to renew God's people. In fact, regeneration is one of the Holy Spinl's works. The Holy
Spirit imparts to the willing God's nature, so that the regenarated think God's thoughts, wills only what God wills, loves
what God loves, and hates what God hates. Lock at Tius 3:3-7, “For we ourselves were also once foolish, disobedi-
ent, deceived, serving various lusis and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful and hating one another. But
when the kindness and the love of God our Savior toward man appeared, not by works of rightfeousness which
we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the

Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior, that having been justified by
His grace we should become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.”

Consider the boldness in what the Apostie Paul wrole here, in Acts 21:10-13, “And as we stayed many days, a cerfain
prophet named Agabus came down from Judea. When he had come fo us, he took Paul's belt, bound his own
hands and feet, and said, “Thus says the Holy Spirit, 'So shall the Jews at Jerusalem bind the man who owns this
belt, and deliver him into the hands of the Genitiles.' Now when we heard these things, both we and those from
that place pleaded with him not to go up to Jerusalem. Then Paul answered, "‘What do you mean by weeping and
breaking my heart? For | am ready not only to be bound, but also to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord
Jesus. "™

Faul's example is a picture of someons who is rooted in Jesus and regenarated. He was already to be bound as a
prisoner because he was already bound to Jesus. No other name or loyalty brought life for Paul. “Beloved, do not think
it strange concerning the fiery trial which is o try you, as though some strange thing happened fo you; but
rejoice to the extent that you partake of Christ's sufferings, that when His glory is revealed, you may also be glad
with exceeding joy. If you are reproached for the name of Christ, blessed are you, for the Spirit of glory and of
God rests upon you. On their part He is blasphemed, but on your part He is glorified.” (1 Peter 4:12-14) In other
words, there should be no other options! “No hurt, no big shirt.”

Acts 5:38b-39 reveals, “for if this plan or this work Is of men, it will come fo nothing;: but if it is of God, you cannot
overthrow it—lest you even be found to fight against God.” That brings to mind how some minisines teach that we
should pray for patience. First off, it's not that we hava a lack of patience. Patencs is a fruit of the Spait. What we need is
already inside of our born-again spirits. Instead of praying, what we should be doing is digging deeper into what is already
in us, Maybe, whataver is reéquiring mare patience i in fact what James says here in James 1:2-3, "My brethren, count
it all joy when you fall into various irfals, knowing that the testing of your fafth produces patience.”

Now | don’l know about all of you, but | fiind plenty of rals and tribulations in my life withoul asking for extra portions, We
are, however, instructed to keep our eyes peeled, even while tolerating physical andfor psychological torment, especially
in our evangelical ministries. That's exactly what 2 Timothy 4:5 says, “But you be watchful in all things, endure affiic-
tions, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.” Paul encourages us, here in Philippians 4:7, “Be anxious
for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to
God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ

Jesws, " And in the Old Testament, Isaiah 26:3 states, "You will keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on
You, because he trust in You.”
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Like the rhetorical quastion kids ask on a long road trip, "Are We There Yel,” Qur stance or position should be like that of
the Apcstle Paul, *f press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians
3:14) The conditions are simple, unalterable, and universal. God waits to fill ordinary pecple with extraordinary power and
turn a baffled faith into a rapturous conquest, You ask how? Look at these three different Scripture addresses. "TEabalEl 0
Sl A (FEmeE G 08Ty (SOl ayieen P (ol G 60 S Gl e EreEaiEn axtdl prbe S0 Edosd redih S e
@ B (Luke 24:49) “But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be
witnessas o Me in Jerusalfem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and fo the end of the earth.” (Acts 1:8) And Acts
2:4-6, “And there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men, from every nation under heaven, And when this
sound occurred, the multitude came together, and were confused, because everyone heard them speak in his
own language.” It's important to note, in this latter verse there were approximately 120 peoplel Curiously, the Holy Spirit
often lakes the ones who give the least natural promise and uses tham far more than thosa who give the greatest natural
promise.

We as Christians direct people owards God's Word o get knowledge of Jesus, bul it is only as the Holy Spirit takes the
Word of God and illuminates it, that people ever get a real living knowledge of Christ, First Corinthians 12:3 states,
“Therafore | make known o you that no ane speaking by the Spirft of God calls Jesus accursed, and no one can
say that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spint. " Mow lock here in 1 Corinthians 2:11-14, “For what man knows the
things of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him? Even 5o no ane knows the things of God except the
Spirit of God. Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might
know the things that have been freely given fo us by God. These things we also speak, not in words which man's
wisdom teaches but which the Holy Spirft teaches, comparing spiritual things with spirfteal. But the natural man
does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because
they are spiritually discerned.”

S0, neither personal testimony nor that of the Word alone will suffice. Unless your testimony is imposad (established) by
the Holy Spirit, and He Himself iestifies, others will not believe. You can reason with them indefinitely and still fail, but the
Holy Spirit can cause you to ba victorious quickly, Listen to Jesus hare in John 16:7-8, "NiEvarbaizes [ ol ey dha
Grh, 00 e 0 joear SEhenings AhE0 I e devepy Ve 0 @ mel Sb ey, Tue Keliae will) 280 edp® G0 ey S ' gipar,
{ el sEms] Fifm G2 preak A wihem Me b6 cemE, H il cemmdsl dbe wadld] af aif, and of fiiteerare=as, aps

TRt oea ™

Prayer i crucial for successiul evangelizing; its whal plowing s 1o sowing seed, “.,.. but we will give ourselves confin-
ally to prayer and to the ministry of the Word. " (Acis 6:4) The Holy Spirit in answer to the prayers of those who will let
Him pray in them, will prepare heans to receive God's Word. The Holy Spirit's praying will stir hearts into believing and
gladly receiving salvation as seen here in Acts 2:41, “Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and
that day about three thousand souls were added to them.” In Romans 8:26 Paul tells us, “Likewise the Spirit also
helps in our weaknesses. For we do not know what we should pray for as we oughi, but the Spirit Himself makes
intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered,”

In closing, | would like to impart the following. The only people who really pray are ihe people who need God, know they
nead God, and cannot make it without God, God tells us, through Jeremiah, “Call to Me, and | will answer you, and
show you great and mighty things, which you do not know. ™ (Jeremiah 33:3)

Peace from Fears and Anxieties
By J.M.

Family at the Shescomers for SErist] | just received the latest newsletter and read it through completely. Thank you all so
rmuch for the work you all do for the Lord as it nchly blesses me,

Recently an acquaintance here of mine expressed his deep feelings of fear and anxiety around all of this Coronavirus
scare. He is not alone, as | hear many inmates expressing their fears also. In that, my heart goes out to them because in
mast cases | do not know where they stand with our Savior, Jesus Christ. As a result, | wrote this guy a letter to share with
hirn b | Feel about fears and anxieties, | also felt led o send most of that same letter to you 50 as o hopelully encour-
age some of the Semomers br Sk family that read this newsletter as well. Here it is.

After hearing you, and many others, express your fears and anxieties surrounding this ugly virus that is going around, |
feal led to shara with you my thoughts, feelings and beliefs,

Listening to your words, my heart goes out to you. | do know how you feel, in fact, | too felt the same way even before this
current threat, You see, | am in the age range (73) where those thoughts, fears and anxieties came frequently and easily.,
confinuwed on page 9 ...
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THI% 15 THE CONFIDENCE WE HAVE IH APPROACHING GOD: THAT IF WE ASK AMNYTHING ACCORDING TO HIS
WILL, HE HEARS Us. AND IF WE KNOW THAT HE HEARS US - WHATEVER WE ASK - WE KNOW THAT WE HAVE
WHAT WE ASKED OF HIM. 1 JOHN 5:14-15 (NIW)

Wraise Reports

Thank you for the awesome July newsletter. A surprise was in there as you placed something I'd written to you in a response to
another sermen | heard/read. | appreciated that because it was 5o unexpected and at the same time, meaningful, At the present
time I'm really seeing and léaming. especially through trials. In these times | remember the stuff you all teach in the newsletters as
wiell as wonds from my blood father, Mr. L. Its true that when parents plant the seeds - train up their children in the ways of God, as
adults it shows by their fruit. 5o, it felt like the best gift | could pass on to my father, to share the newsletter because it was
unplanned, but spacial. | cant do much fior my dad, but | bet him reading about what his daughter feels about Jesus, touches him
on the inside parts. A similar thing happened through a volunteer from Prison Fellowship, before the COVID stopped their coming
insice. But He wha is in us isway better, greater, cooler and stronger tham he that is in the world! Anyways, this lady attends the
same church as my dad, a Baptist church in Phoenix. Sha ran into him at church a few months ago and spoke a few words about
me that were also Tike WOW'l My stepmaother éven had a hard time believing what this complete stranger was telling her and my
dad. They both soon realized it was true, God sent this lady to them to confirm His Word about training up our children in the ways
of Jesus Christ and when they are older, we will see the fruit. | remember long ago there was a beautiful lady here named Therasa
G, whe introduced me ta hﬁ}nmﬁrﬁ}rm,andwm I say long ago’l mean it She has since gone on to be with our Father
in heaven, but it's cool to know that it was her who hooked me up with this newsletter that | still read and pray for others’ needs.
The sermons are always on point AND it all helps me get out of my own trippin’ and loneliness. All three of these events have
touched my life on a huge level, | am truly blessed to be a part of a family of love ... J.L.

Well, I've gotten through all of this new court stuff and finally landed where I'm going to be for some years to coma! Yes, you heard
right. They gave me another 10 more years. In that, | will continually press forward and upward in who | am in Christ Jesus our
Lord, Amen? P've already started a Bible study, praise God! The Lord |5 geod 1o us my brother, Something has been laid on my
heart and I'dlike to ask you a question. ‘Could | possibly start writing a little something for our' G343 newsletter like | used to

years ago? Again, God has been dovwnloading lots of things in me, over these past couple of years, and it's all stored in my heart to

give away. I'm not really sure why | think | have to ask you this question again. We've been together, off and on, in this
vision/mission since 2007 ... M.M.

| sinceraly pray that all of you there are resting in tha ever-growing peace that passes all human understanding (1 Peter 1:2).
Towards the end of that verse it says, “May peace and grace be multiplied to you.” The word there that excites me s ‘multiplied:
This walk with Jesus and our obedience will allow us to connéctwith the fruitof His Spirit that already live inside of us. | love this
promise, in T Peter 1:23 [AMP], *for you have been born again [that is, reborn from above—spiritually transformed, renewed,

and set apart for His purpose] not of seed which is perishable but [from that which is] imperishable and immortal, that is,

through the living and everlasting word of God.” And then when we read, here in Galatians 5:22-23, “But the FRUIT of the Spirit
s love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; ... we see the fruit’ not ‘the fruits that,
according to T Peter 1:23, we already have inside of us from the second we become born again. 5o, in reality we already have
unlimited love, unlimited joy, unlimited peace, unlimited patience, kindness, goodness, falthfulmess, gentleness and self-control
living inside of us! Praise Jesus our cup is continually overflowing! | truly believe that my personal calling is in these prisons and
juvenile halls. God is so perfect in His plan and wisdom. While | was trying to kill myself with drugs, gangs and ather things,

Romans 8:28 says, "And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love Him, who have been called
according to His purpose.” | want to thank all of you there at the ES (8 for truly being in the trenches. You all are truly difference

makers, and your work never ever goes unnoticed ... JH.

Hello S\343 family! Today | can honestly tell youl, ‘| amidoing a lot better since | am out of lockdown and back out an an open
vard, I've already signed up for church services. 've also signed up for school, in order toiget my GED AND I've applied for a job!
Things are looking brighter thanks 1o our Lord Jasus Christ ... V1.

Greatings in the mighty name of Jesus! Vast improvements have been happening in my relationship with my dad. And the grati-
tude | feel towards all of you there and the pewer of our newsletter is endless. Jesus is obviouslyworking through this newsletter
to change lives and restore relationships. Life is better than one might think. But wait, there’s more! Last week volunteer services
started back up after aver a year of no services, aside from an cocasional Chaplains service. We shauld be able to'attend evening
services every Thursday for my building, provided everything goes according to administration. I'm obviously looking forward to
building our congregation again! And, | only have 3-4 courses left to complete my AA degree in Bible studies ... M.D.

I just got your letter in the mail tonight. It is always good to hear from you. | don't know what it is but every time | read your words;
| can feel the power of the Hely Spirit through them. Praise God, right there is my answerl Thank yvou all for giving us His love to
share with others. It also helps us make friends along the way. As you well know, I've just come off my 3-year set off and just seen
parale. | do believe that | am probably geing to make this one ... R.G.
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The Lord Is at the Door

Syom hie “Suside

Many of us are leaming, some the hard way, jusl how Tast ime really goes by, and none of us are guaranteed another
tomorrow, The Lord is al the Doar, The things going on inthis world should be of no surprisa (o those of us who have read
much of the Bible. The pestilence, disease, wars, earthquakes, COVID=18, Haitl, Afghanistan, Morth Korea, and America =
all of these things are the beginning of birth pains. Now is not the time, as if thera ever is, for the church to remain in com-
placent living and in lukewarmness. It's time for all of us o slep up and step out of our comfort Zones. IF's time 1o step into
boldness, walk with courage and know how righteous we are by the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Brothers and sisters. it's time for us, the inside family of the Swwemos by G, 1o step up like brother Duck and sister
Michelle did all those years ago, They saw the vision and received the mission with boldness as they continue (o press
forward for the glory of God! We all have a platform through this newsletter ministry 1o follow through with the things God
has placed inside each of us, The Lord is at the Door and He's asking you, “Whom shall | send? Will you answer the call
and receive all that He has already preparad for you and the multitudes He is ready to place before you?

A Special Shout Qut to My Dad
By M.D.

Ohwevcomers for (Shrist family. Please allow me to send a special shout out to my dad, who also happens to be a member of
this (3X3 43 family and the inspiration of my words here today. My dad has been a great example of an ‘“Overcomer’ in my
life, and it's taken me over 50 years and a 'LIFE’ sentence to finally realize this, With the Lord's help I'd like to share a litte
bit of what I've leamed about being an ‘Overcomer’ from my dad.

The value of hard work. ‘The harvest is plentiful, yet the workers are few.”

Financial stewardship. "Who then is the faithful and wise steward.”

Relationships. ‘How the essance of trug [ove always incorporates the ruth of Scripture.”

Lifestyle evangelism. “Showing me a meaningful way to walk through the hurt and heartaches of life, the inevitable chal-
lenges and difficulties with the truths of God's Word.'

I was introduced 1o Jesus and made the altar call io accept Him as my Lord and Savior in 1988 when my dad and step-
mother took me to church, | recall the very first Scriplure that my dad turned me on to, It was, “What shall we say about
such wonderful things as these? N God is for us, who can ever be against us?" (Romans 8:31) I've witnessed my
dad overcome the power of addiction to alcohol and drugs. We all know what it feals like when life disappoints us or
doesn't work out as we had hoped. My dad has shown me thal no matter what kind of discouragemeni, grief, pain, trouble
or heartache we encounter, God always offers us a new beginning, a change of heart or a powerful spiritual tumansund.
And how to prevent my curment circumstances from getting the final say while allowing the Holy Spirit to lead and guide
me.

My dad has given me advice on how to urn my struggles into strengths, by allowing God into my deepest hurts. Throwgh
this revelation I've learned how spiritual applications of confession or honesty and how God's Word can and will help me
form a daily connection with Jesus. My dad has encouraged me to find joy in my life in spite of my circumstances, and
how RIGHT NOW is the time for passionately renewing my love for God in returmn for the love and precious promisas He's
given me. My dad may nol even realize how he has encouraged me (o listen to God and hiow God still has a perfect plan
for my life, even here in prison. It's all happening as the Lord shapes and molds my heart and mind, through prayer, medi-
tation, and devotion to Him. By doing these things I've bean able to restore relationships with family and loved ones. And
EvVEn repainng my past mistakes.

Because of how | now see my dad I've found I'm experencing the truth, as God has made vast improvements in my rela-
tionship with my dad. The catalyst for this restoration of our relationship has come through our connection to the G843
newsletter. Through this newsletter both he and my stepmother have seen for themselves what the Lord is doing with me

and through me, for His kingdom. I'm so grateful to the entire @ﬁimﬁ family for all of your prayers, cards and especially the
newsletlers!
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Our Purpose Is Love

Srom thie “Suside

Peace be with all of you there in the church. It seems that | can only ever write about one topic, and that is love. | do
beligve this is what | was inspired by the Holy Spirit to wrile. Because of thatl, | am hopeful that it will be helpful as it was a
delight to write. As we read the recorded words in the Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John) we begin to see, all that
is taught by the Apostles is what they leamed from Jesus Himself, In Matthew Chapters 4-T, we get tha first teachings of
Christ in how to stay strong, keep any adversary at bay, and how 1o live a normal loving caring life. What makes love most
imporiant?

For starters, Jesus said so! But equally 50, unconditional love for everyone and everything in God's creation is the only
way to sea the complete righteousness and love that God has prepared for us. Let's read Matthew 5:46 together, o 17
Pt (X (e O () (A P, Oy (REra e et DA (e (e e (2 (s (el e s G (0 S i Loving those
who love you is important, but Jesus just alluded 1o loving evean those who don't love you. And the only way (0 achieve this
is by unconditional and equal love for all. Move down a couple of verses (o Matthew 5:48 and let's read again, “liEms
(s e Siel] GR EeraE], el se e (FRier i eersm B pan=En® Pleass understand this, we are made in God's
image and as He is, =0 are we. God’s Image does NOT consist of anger, disappointment, depression, sadness,
weakness, and foolish hardships!

Look here, in 1 Corinthians 13:3-8a, what love looks ke, "And if | give all my possessions to feed the poor, and if |
surrender my body to be burned, but do not have love, it profits me nothing. Love is patient, lowve is kind and is
nol jealous; love does not brag and is nol arrogant, does nol act unbecamingly; it does nol seek its own, (s not
provoked, does notf fake into account @ wrong suffered, does not refoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the
truth; bears ail things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never fails;™ | say, and am
very, very confident, while being led by the Holy Spinit, when you love unconditionally and equally all that God has put in
this Iife for you to experience, you will,

You are perfect in His sight. When you are smiling, laughing and being your joyful self, you are perfect. We all have the
answers o a joy filled life; God wrote it all down on our hearts. The thing we have to do is, “Do not conform to the
pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve
what God's will is—His good, pleasing and perfect will.” (Romans 72:2) Lel's look al Jesus words, the lelters written
in red, here in Matthew 22:35-40, iz G TR G ETREg See) i & aeE ity SR i, S, e 2 fin
A GRS O S (L Al (7= S i (i), Srel sfmr i (e Tihl S (el prelily el Ml 0L Terl:
i Fe ot Pl UL T T e 3 1 s e L SR LA e R LR Y A N RS T s RS ST T e a i i el o oy e s G oA i oo o
it eRs Bl st e el PR IS HA N ERE @I RIN E |G HE @RISR @R S ENER@ it he's elfwnlc ormintd ndm en tside pemn)
(b retienks L s i MEmiieis,* Even while “they”™ were trying to trick Jesus He clearly states that the maost important
things for us to remember and work towards achiaving is, ol SEFVLL LEXS TR1S Lol flels ey T AL
ELD ER S TR T o B [ G L S Y T LA BRI P T @ ETRIATIA BT T R @ RS AT NI DV ERT @ LR,

(TEEETEER A% TEUREEL ™

God has blessed us within our bom-again spirits, with everything we need to lve our lives like He has asked. In evenything
that we do, before wa act, maybe we should ask ourselves, "Will God sea love in my actions? With all the right motives,
will everyone involved feel loved and will | love myself before and after this?” | truly believe that when we take just a
minute to stop and think before we act, we will live a better, more Christ-like life. Taking that litthe time out to think befora
wie act will bring us more joy and happiness. This in urn will collectively lead to the peaceful life that God has promized us
when He sent Jesus 1o the Cross! Jesus made it all possible, by obeyving God, 5o we can achieve it by living it first.

Remember, God created you to be vou, bul He also made us diversified so we are not all the same. He also made us all
to be one through love, which in essence, is like God, Listen to what the Aposile John had lo say about love, hera in 1
John 4:7-13, “Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; and everyone who loves is born of God and
knows God. The one who does not love does not know God, for God is love, By this the love of God was marni-
fested in us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world so that we might live through Him. In this is
continued on page 11 ...
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Soots Jdible Study
Jeremiah 42:1-44:23

Jeremiah and his associates spoke theair o e
God's guidance with no intention of following it. Be s :
really do not want. ILis better not to pray than to pray hypocri

gramiah merely elaborated on it. It was a tragic mistake to ask for
; er ask God for something that you know in your heart you
ically. God cannot be deceived. (42:5-6 LASB/NLT)

Whan we forget a lesson or refuse g | isk repaating our mistakes. The people of Judah struggled with this: 1o
forget their formear sins was to repaalthe EE: our failure is to assure future failure. Your past is your
school of experience. Let your past you to Gud‘s.way _éﬂ.n-m LASB/NLT)

2 Timothy 2:1-21

As Timothy preached and taught, he would fz
soldiers, athletes and farmers who must discig
soldiers, we have to give up worldly security

the rules. Like farmers, we must wo
thought of victory, the vision of winni
achieve our goal of glorifying God,

gEhouldibe ableio endure. Paul used a comparison with
rd ““.‘Ig o achiove the results they want. Like
fiscipling: Like athletes, we must rain hard and follow
t. B‘utwa.haap going despite suffering because of the
1 mﬂ'ﬂwr suffering is worthwhile when we
living etemally with Him. (2:3-7 LASB/NLT)

Psalm 92:1-93:5

Honoring God is not limited to young people whe
believers can produce spiritual fruit. There are many f e

teach us from a lifetime of experience of s&nhgﬁr.n:r E&Eh out an el
her experiences with the Lord and challenge you to new heights of sp

argy and strength, Even in old age, devout

B who continue to have afmesh outlook and can
apiyiiriend or relztive who can tell you about his or
L (92:74 LASB/NLT)

Proverbs 26:3-5

We shouldn't take foolish people seriously and try to reason with their empl
and determined to win the argument. In some situations, you aught Not every
can penetrate their dosed minds. You may, in fact, be stooping 1o their level if you do choose to answer. Fools will abuse
you, and you will ba temptad to abuse them in return. There are other situatioRs whera your commaon sense tells you to
answer in order to expose their pride and folly, [26:4-5) / 4

arguments. This will only make them proud
Iry 1o answer fools, for thera i no Way you

& “Foot” Notes T

MERRY CHRISTMAS OVERCOMERS!

Well as another trying year comes to a clos
through all this nonsense in the world. It'
way before their ime and can only take

As children of God, we all need to lean on o
look very hard to see that Christians are undeér atiac
pray for all of you in my daily time with our Crealc

What's kind of odd to me is those of us on this
and yes, it hurs that we cannot be out knee d
we're praying for you all.

Love 1o y'all short and tall ... Don't ride faster than

ua held on tight to youwr faith a5 we continue o go
it @ strelch if | say that we've all lost some loved ones
are with God now where they will suffer no more.

er during these crazy limes. You don't have fo
2 on the rise right here in these United States_ |

say have a front row seat lo see what's going on
e all God's wamior's standing with you in unify. Yet
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Peace from Fears and Anxieties By J.M. o COlinued from page 4
Please let me share with vou whal | have found that has given me Unshakeable Peace!

The peace I'm lalking aboul came over me when | first came to prison 8 ¥ years ago. Actually, it was not all at once, but
has been a continual process over these years. This process has preparad me to be able to endure this current crisis or
any future crisis with peace in my mind and heart. This in no way means that fears and anxietias don't still come up every
once in a while. But what it does mean is this, | am able to deal with it all in a much healthier wany.

This whole process began with me, for real, when | finally gave in and totally surrendered and committed my life to Jesus
Christ, Who is my God, my Savier, my Friend, my Confidant, my Helper, my Guide ... well, my EVERYTHING! Through
this | can totally lean on His promises, and | do.

Whao is Jesus Christ to ma? He is God in human form — the graat =1 AN Jahn 1:7 states, “in the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.”

John 1:14, “The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us. We have seen His glory, the glory of the
ane and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.”

Here are just some of the many, many promises which have bean given and that | fully trust in.

John 3:16, “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him
should not perish but have everfasting life.”

Romans §:23, “For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord, ™

Romans 10:18, “That if thou shall confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that
God hath raised Him from the dead, thow shalt be saved.™

Romans 3:23, “For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God."”
Romans 3:28, “Therefore, we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law.”

John 14:27, Tease e ol ey, My peses [ mive onie yeeg ned a8 T wedkl givedl, mive | onie yen Le) @l
oy et e reoaiisd], feiiber (&0 0 e sl *

2 Corinthians 5:8, “We are confident, | say and willing to be absent from the body, and fo be present with the
Lord.”

Once | confessed my sins, not 1o man, but 1o Jesus | asked for His forgiveness and | believe He has forgiven me. At that
point | accepted and received Him as my personal Savior, At that instant of repantance and His forgiveness Ha in
exchange promised me etemal life with Him. Instantly, His Holy Spint came 1o live within me and fulfills every one of His
many promises, In the red leftered Scriplures above, the very Words of Jesus, one of the many promises include His
peace (John 14:27). All that | had to do was o ask Him and He accepted me as His own.

Do | understand it all? MNo, but the Apostle Paul explains, in Philippians 4.7, "And the peace of God, which passeth all
understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.”

My heart fruly goes out to you and your pain. You also can have this same peace that | do. | pray you will know this is all
said in love and concem,

Yhen my heart ties to falter, | put this certain CD in and listen to it. | cant give you the GO but | can send you the words
to the song with this latter, The song is All My Tears (be Washed Away) by Julie Miller and Emmylou Harris.

When | go dom't ory for me, in my Father's arms | will be

The wounds this world left on my soul will all be healed, and 'l be whole
Sun and maon will be replacad, with the light of Jesus’ face

And | will not be ashamed, for my Savior knows my name

It doesn't matter wherg you bury me, I'll be home, and I'l be free

It doesn't matter where | lay, all my tears be washed away

Gold and silver blind the eye, temporary riches lie

S0, come and aal from heaven’s store, Come and drnk and thirst no more
S0, weap not for me my friend, when my time below hath end

But my life belongs to Him, Who will let the debtor in

it don't matier where you bury me, I'll be home and I'll be free

It don't matter where | lay, all my tears be washed away.
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| sure hope my wards and the words to this powerdful 5009 help you even just a litile bit with the fear and anxiety you
expressed o me. | CAN believe it completely because | have accepled Jesus as my personal Savior. Even though | have
na one persenally, on the cutside and no idea where | will be buried or by whom, | remain fully dependent on his
promisas, because He has NEVER failed me! | will close this with these last bwo Scriptures,

Deuteronomy 31:6, "Be strong and of good courage, fear not, nor be afraid of them, for the Lord thy God, He it is
that doeth good with thee; He will not fall you nor forsake thea.”

Isalah 26:3, "Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, who's mind is stayed on Thee; because he trusteth in Thee.”

Revelation 12:11
By 5.C.

in the Amplified Bible, Revelation 12:10-11 reads like this, “Then [ heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, ‘Now the sal-
vation, and the power, and the kingdom of our God and the authority of His Christ have corme, for the accuser of
our brethren (satan) has been thrown down, he who accuses them before our God day and might.” And they
overcame and congueread him (satan) because of the biood of the Lamb and because of the word of thelr festi-
mony, for they did not love their life and renounce their faith even when faced with death.”

Just stopping by 1o say that the néewslalters are very encouraging, The Waord of God is alive and active and néver returns
to Him woid! | have been locked up a litlle over 5 years and surrendering my life to the Lord Jesus Chiist has been the
best thing that’s ever happened in my life. That's the year, 2018, that the Lord put me to work under His will. In 2013 | was
baptized in water, where the old man died and as | came out from the water my new man was resurrected in Jesus,

In 2016 | started senving in the church here in prison whan | joined the choir singing 1o the Lord, Then in 2017 the Lord
began to use me to lead praise and worship. Then, in 2018, | was removed from that position by the Chaplain. | had no
idea what had happenad, and he didnt give me a reason, Come o ind out, through ancther inmale, there was someone
elze in the choir who was accusing me of things and telling les. Apparently, he wanted that leadership position. Just let
me say this, when God is for you and has placed you in a specific place nothing can ever overthrow His decision. In just a
shor time God removed him from the choir,

Al that same time, | caught the chain to another yvard and after being there for only 2 weeks the Lord opened a new door
for me. Again, | was being used in the choir, but on the prayer beam there as well. That's when He led me to be baptized,
submerged in water, Fast forward to Apeil 2019, | was transferred to another unit where again the Lord began to use me
He not only opened the doors for choir but as well He got me involved with a Christian Spanish radio station. That's when
| bagan to write out sermons that were baing used on this radio station. Every Monday night thesa sermons were baing
raad by another Chrstian brother. [t was 5o, 50 awesome what God was doing, and | was more than overjoyed.

Mow I'm on anather yard, and | know now that all of this has happenad through the Lord preparing me for something even
greater. Since being here I've been given the opportunity to preach the Word of God here in this church as well as the
faith-based dom where | live, for now. And God still uses me to lead the praise and worship,

The Word of God says, in Isaiah 55:11 (NKJV), “So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth; It shall not
return to Me void, But it shall accomplish what | please, And it shall prosper in the thing for which | sent it. " This
is God's promise and His promises never fail us. Just because God has staried cerain things in our lives does not mean
that's all He has for us. He always has bigger plans for all of His children, This s just a taste of God's goodnass in my own
life. If Him being the Creator of heaven, earth and everything that's here belongs to Him, how much more will He not give
usl?

Allow me to encourage you all, always be strong in the Lord God because He has anocinted you in leadership, you are
soldiers for Chast!

Cecatitribelnz,

“True humility is not thinking less of yourself; it is thinking of yourself less.”
= .5 Lewiz (1898 = 1963) a British wriler and lay theologian. He held academic positions in English literalure at both
Oxford Universily (Magaalen College, 1825-1954) and Cambndge Universily (Magdalene College, 1954-1963), He is

best known for hs works of fiction, especially The Screwtape Lelters, The Chronicles of Narmia, and The Space Trilogy,
and for hiz non-fction Chrislian epologetics, such as Mere Christianify, Miracles, and The Problem of Pain.
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From the Inside Our Purpose Is Love By C.G. ...continuad from page T

lowve, notf that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if
God 50 loved us, we also ocught to love one another. No one has seen God at any time; if we love one another,
God abides in us, and His love is perfected in us. By this we know that we abide in Him and He in us, because He
has given us of His Spirit.”

When we love who God created us to be, we arg glorifying God. So, ket your light shine. Don't allow the unacceptance and
lack of undarstanding of others make you conform into an unhappy version of yourself. Instead, take a siep back, take a
break and look at your life. It's when we can do this that we are able o get back to the beautiful, loving, caring and happy
wou' that you truly are deep inside.

The Saddest Word
By Stephen Arterburn

“Find rest, O my soul, in God alone; my hope comes from him. He aloene is my rock and my salvation; He is my
fortress, | will not be shaken.” - Psalm 62:5-6

Several famous people were asked what they fell was the saddest word in the English langueage. Listen to what some of
them said:

“Bul," said Lyricist Oscar Hammerstein 1.
Writer John Dos Passos quoled John Keats: “Fororn! The very word is like a bell.®
Statesman Bemard M. Baruch said: “Hopaless ®

President Harry Truman quated John Greenleaf Whittier: “For of all sad words of tongue or pen, the saddest are thase: ‘It
might have been!™

“Bul”®, “lorlorn®, “hopeless®, “it might have been” . . . together these words describe the hearl of a person without Christ.
What a contrast these sad words make to the promises of God.

In Jesus Christ, a forlom, hopeless heart haunted by “buts” and it might have beens® is transformed into a heart of hope
and purpose. Be encouraged by God's specific promises of joy and hope of transformation for your life.

ChyistianlCemedy

A guy goes in for a job interview and the manager says, “We're looking for someone whao is responsible.”
“Well, I'm your man,” the guy replies, “In my [ast job, whenawver anything went wrong, they said | was responsible.”
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The First Christmas
By Marian Swinger

It never snows al Christmas in that dry and dusty land.
Instead of freezing blizzards, there are palms and drifting sand.

And years ago a stable and a most unusual star
And three wise men who followed 11, by camel, not by car.

While, sleepy on the quiet hills, a shepherd gave a cry,
He'd seen a crowd of angels in the silent starkite sky.

In the stable, ox and ass stood very still and calm
and gazed upon the baby, safe and snug in Mary's arms.

And Joseph, lost in shadows, face lite by an oil lamp's glow
Stood wondering, that first Chrisimas Day, bwo thousand vears ago.
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