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August 3 Monday

CCC 1586 For the bishop, this is first of all a grace of strength (“the governing spirit": Prayer of Episcopal
Consecration in the Latin rite):! The grace to guide and defend his Church with strength and prudence as a
father and pastor, with gratuitous love forall and a preferential love for the poor, the sick, and the needy. This
grace impels him to proclaim the Gospel to all, to be the model for his flock, to go before it on the way of
sanctification by identifying himself in the Eucharist with Christ the priest and victim, not fearing to give his
life for his sheep:

August 4 Tuesday

CCC 1586 Father, you know all hearts. You have chosen your servant for the office of bishop. May he be a
shepherd to your holy flock, and a high priest blameless in your sight, ministering to you night and day; may he
always gain the blessing of your favor and offer the gifts of your holy Church. Through the Spirit who gives the
grace of high priesthood grant him the power to forgive sins as you have commanded to assign ministries as you
have decreed and to loose from every bond by the authority which you gave to your apostles. May he be
pleasing to you by his gentleness and purity of heart, presenting a fragrant offering to you, through Jesus Christ,
your Son....2

August 5 Wednesday

CCC 1587 The spiritual gift conferred by presbyteral ordination is expressed by this prayer of the Byzantine
Rite. the bishop, while laying on his hand, says among other things: Lord, fill with the gift of the Holy Spirit
him whom you have deigned to raise to the rank of the priesthood, that he may be worthy to stand without
reproach before your altar to proclaim the Gospel of your kingdom, to fulfill the ministry of your word of truth,
to offer you spiritual gifts and sacrifices, to renew your people by the bath of rebirth; so that he may go out to
meet our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, your only Son on the day of his second coming, and may receive
from your vast goodness the recompense for a faithful administration of his order.3

1 Cf. Roman Pontifical, Ordination of Bishops 26, Prayer of Consecration; cf. CD 13; 16.
2* Roman Pontifical, Ordination of Bishops26, Prayer of Consecration; cf. St. Hippolytus, Trad. ap. 3: SCh 11, 44-46.
3 Byzantine Liturgy, Euchologion.



August 6 Thursday

CCC 1588 With regard to deacons, "strengthened by sacramental grace they are dedicated to the People of God,
in conjunction with the bishop and his body of priests, in the service (diakonia) of the liturgy, of the Gospel, and
of works of charity."*

CCC 1589 The holy Cure of Ars: "The priest continues the work of redemption on earth.... If we really
understood the priest on earth, we would die not of fright but of love.... the Priesthood is the love of the heart of
Jesus."

August 7 Friday

CCC 1601 "The matrimonial covenant, by which a man and a woman establish between themselves a
partnership of the whole of life, is by its nature ordered toward the good of the spouses and the procreation and
education of offspring; this covenant between baptized persons has been raised by Christ the Lord to the dignity
of a sacrament.®

August 8 Saturday

CCC 1603 "The intimate community of life and love which constitutes the married state has been established by
the Creator and endowed by him with its own proper laws.... God himself is the author of marriage."” The
vocation to marriage is written in the very nature of man and woman as they came from the hand of the Creator.

CCC 1603 "The well-being of the individual person and of both human and Christian society is closely
bound up with the healthy state of conjugal and family life."3

August 9 Sunday

CCC 1604 God who created man out of love also calls him to love the fundamental and innate vocation of every
human being. For man is created in the image and likeness of God who is himself love.” Since God created him
man and woman, their mutual love becomes an image of the absolute and unfailing love with which God loves
man. Itis good, very good, in the Creator's eyes. And this love which God blesses is intended to be fruitful and
to be realized in the common work of watching over creation: "and God blessed them, and God said to them:
"Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it."!°
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