I am excited 

and fearful 


preaching this passage from Paul's letter to the Corinthians.  

Excited, 


because at the Pastor's Retreat I went to a few weeks ago, 

we were encouraged to hold whatever text we were preaching on 


in relation to the larger story of God's work, 


the five steps God has initiated to bring about salvation.  



Creation, 



Rebellion, 



Restoration Initiated in Israel, 



Restoration Accomplished in Jesus, 



Restoration Completed in Jesus return.  

This week is a good week to start doing that, 


since Paul already starts it for me.

Paul is still dealing with the Corinthians 


and their desire to remain as everyone else around them.  



Still going to all the feasts, 



still attending idol worship ceremonies, 




maybe even drinking to the point of drunkenness 




and participating in the way everyone else was celebrating 





with the various temple priestesses.  

They were telling Paul that everything was okay, 


because they knew that there was only one God.  

Their mind knew the truth.  


So what if their actions did not line up?  


So what if they were stuck in rebellion.

We hear what Paul, 


as their concerned Spiritual Father 

thinks they are doing.  


This is the fearful part of my preaching this text.  

I am fearful, 


because despite knowing 


and proclaiming that we are saved by God's grace, 



by God's work.  


That it is because Jesus died 



that I have life, 


not because I did something 



that I can be a participant of the Kingdom.  

Paul knew all of this as well and proclaimed it clearly and regularly.

However, 


as he retells the story of the Exodus, 


he leaves the door open to reality of eternal life for the Corinthians 



who thought they had automatically inherited it



through participating in the life of the body.  

The way that Paul does it, 


leaves us rethinking how we live our lives as well.  

As  Paul retells the story, he first highlights the cloud that led them by day 


and turned into a pillar of fire at night.  

It led them where God wanted them to go next.  

It was a sign of God's physical presence being over them.  


When we speak of such things today, 


we are usually referring to the Holy Spirit.  

Paul also tells us that they passed through the sea, 


they were baptized into God's family.  

So they have the Spirit, 

they have baptism, 


but that was back then, 


pre-Jesus.  

Paul then says they all ate the same food, 


the manna, 

and drank the same Spiritual drink, 


the water from the solid rock.  

Then Paul says, 


that rock that saved them from dying, 


the rock that rescued them when no other source of life existed.  



That rock was Christ.  



The anointed one.

There is nothing they were lacking that we now have today.  


They had God's presence, 


they had baptism, 


they had the Lord's supper.  



They had everything.  
Then we reach the fearful line in verse 5.  


Nevertheless, 


despite all of these gifts from God, 



God was not pleased with a majority of them, 


and their bodies were scattered over the desert.  


They never reached the promised land.  

They had all of the potential.  

They had all of the pieces.  

There was nothing left for God to do. 


He had already done it all.  

And yet, 


only two, 


Joshua and Caleb, 



entered the promised land 


out of the 603,550 able bodied men who left Egypt.  



That is a 3 thousandths of a percent success rate.  



Or a decimal, 



five zeros, 



and a 3.

There seems like there should be a better program, 


a better way.  

But Jesus may have been serious when he said, 


“Enter through the narrow gate. 



For wide is the gate 



and broad is the road that leads to destruction, 




and many enter through it. 



But small is the gate 



and narrow the road that leads to life, 




and only a few find it.” 

Paul then goes on to give a few examples of where the people fell short, 


despite having all of the pieces in their possession.  

He cites the worshipping of the Golden calf 


with the pagan revelry that occurred as well.  



I will leave you to decide what that revelry looks like.  

It is probably related to the second citation, 


committing sexual immorality 



when 23,000 of them were wiped out 



because they joined the Moabite women in bed, 


the process of which included worshipping other gods.  

They questioned God's presence 


and He showed he was still there by bringing in the snakes.  

They grumbled with God and Moses constantly, 


and many fell there.  

All of these stories contain the common thread 


of worshipping something else besides God.  



Whether that is a false idol, 



a person, 



a need, 



a right, 



or a way of thinking.  

God alone, 


with his presence, 


his adoption of them into his family, 


his provision of life 


and sustenance was not enough for the Israelites.

Paul then warns the Corinthians 


that just because Jesus has come, 

does not mean we are completely off the hook 


and can live however we want.  

Remember we concluded last weeks reading with training and disciplining our bodies 


to run the race that we have become a part of.  

We want to have a better success rate 


than the Israelites did coming out of the promised land.  



Just because we have the Holy Spirit,



 just because we have participated in the sacraments 




of baptism and the Lord's Supper, 



it does not guarantee we get the victors crown.  

Don't believe me, 


there are the bodies of the Israelites scattered through the dessert 



as examples to keep us from losing the prize. 

How did they lost the prize though?  


They did not lose it 



because they did any of the sacraments wrong.  


It was where they set set their hearts.  

Their hearts were focused on evil things.  


Idolatry, 


sexual immorality, 


testing God, 


and complaining of God's provisions are ways in which the people proclaimed, 



we are looking for something better than you God.  



We will take what you are giving, 




but we think we deserve something even better.

These are the people who had destroyed the most powerful army in the world 


by just walking, 



which was hard because of all the clothes and gold 




their former owners gave them.  

These are the people who walked through a sea, 


were provided food from heaven, 


and water from solid rock.  

Yet they thought they deserved something better.  


How did they 


and how do we end up at this point?  

How do we reach this kind of thinking?

This is where we reach the topic of Idol Feasts 


versus the Lord's Supper comes together.  

Which feast is providing you life?  

Which power are you looking to for life?  


Paul agrees with the Corinthians' that the idols themselves have no power.  



That does not mean that there is nothing there.  

The NIV uses the term Demon, 


which is the evil branch of spirits.  

Jesus controls these as well, 


as we hear in the gospels 



the various spirit's begging for Jesus' mercy, 



because Jesus rules them as well.  

Since this is true, 


he will not let them work past what you can bear 


and he will provide a way out 



so that you can remain faithful to God.

However, 


when the Corinthians blatantly were going to acts of worship 



that fed the power of these demons, 



they were playing with fire.  

At some point, 


you are either a God worshipper 


or a demon worshipper.  



You can't be both.  

The more you worship other things besides God, 


the less you worship God himself.  

You start finding the draw of these other things stronger, 


no longer having the control to ignore them that you once did.  

Your lifestyle is built around them.  


Tivo and the internet have changed the dynamics, 



but there are still people who schedule their free time 




around the television schedule.  

What are we giving our worship to?  


Are our children more important than God?  


Are our friends, 


our jobs, 


our lifestyle, 


our spouses?  

If they are, 


then be careful, 


hear Paul's warning, 


look for the way out.

Whatever you find yourself locked into, 


you are not the first one there.  

You are not the first to ever deal with alcohol, 


gambling, 


pornography, 


drugs, 


control, 


violence, 


or any other number of Spirit tainted things.  

Even coming to church has the potential to become twisted into demon worship, 


when we worship the building, 


or our roles in it, 

instead of the God himself 


who makes it worth participating in the life of the church.

To participate in a meal that gives honor and glory to something over God, 


is a dangerous thing.  

To think that you can worship a false God continually 


and then come and recreate the same kind of connection with the real God 



arouses God's jealousy.  

He does not want a portion of your worship.

He wants all of your worship. 


When you tithe, 



you are not just giving a portion of your money.  


You give some, 



so that you remember all you have is God's.  

So we take this time to worship and eat together, 


so that when we go out from here, 



we remember that everything we eat and drink,



 everything that we worship, 




only exists because of God. 

Therefore, 


our hearts should be directed to God in all of our actions.  

When what we are doing or eating comes into conflict 


and it cannot be directed toward God, 



that is probably a good sign that you need to look for a way out.  

For whatever we are worshipping is not stronger than God.  


To see what God will do, 


or wait to change once God does to something, 



is putting the Lord your God to the test.  

That is why Paul tells the Corinthians not to eat the food offered to idols flat out.  

That is why I would encourage you to seek help 


for whatever has you in its grips. 

 Remember, 


God is faithful.  


He can be trusted.
