
The Age of Napoleon





The Napoleonic Era (1799-1814)
Napoleon Bonaparte (1769-1821)



Napoleon Bonaparte
Born in Corsica, impoverished Noble Family, 
commanded the French Forces in Italy. (1796-1797)



• Napoleon lead the French invasion of Italy. France 
crushed the Austrian and Sardinian armies and 
conquered Lombardy in northern Italy.

• Treaty of Campo Formio in October 1797
• Napoleon forced the Austria out of the war and all of Italy and 

Switzerland were handed over to France





• Napoleon Crossing the Alps by Jacques-Louis David
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The Second Coalition
• After the invasion of Egypt; Russia, Austria, and   

The Ottoman Empire joined Britain to form the 
Second Coalition.







http://chromohistory.com/main.php?g2_itemId=4053&g2_imageViewsIndex=1
http://chromohistory.com/main.php?g2_itemId=4053&g2_imageViewsIndex=1




July 1798, Battle of the Pyramids



November 9, 1799 
Napoleon organized a 
takeover. The Directors 
were ousted and the 
legislature disbanded

• Napoleon was named 
first consul of the 
Republic. French Voters 
approved a new 
constitution by plebiscite 
December 1799
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• A portrait of the three Consuls, Jean Jacques Régis de Cambacérès, 
Napoleon Bonaparte and Charles-François Lebrun (left to right











• "EXIT LIBERTÉ a la FRANCOIS ! or BUONAPARTE closing the Farce of Egalité, at St. Cloud near Paris 
Nov. 10th. 1799", British satirical depiction of the 18 Brumaire coup d'état, by James Gillray.



The Constitution of year VIII

• December 1799
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• Concordat of 1801 Napoleon and Pope Pius VII 

• Right to worship freely- Napoleon influence over 
the church and power



Leaders of the Catholic Church taking the civil oath required by the Concordat.





• Strengthened the French bureaucracy, 
centralized state

• 1802 granted amnesty to 100,000 
emigries if they returned to France and 
take on oath of loyalty



First page of the 1804 original edition 

of the Napoleonic code

• Civil Code of 1804-

• Equality of all male citizens before the law

• Security of wealth and property.



Napoleonic Code- Women were dependents of 
either their father or husband could not make 
contracts or have bank accounts

Free Speech and Freedom of the Press were limited.
Two Newspapers left – Government propaganda



• Treaty of Luneville (1801) Austria lost almost all 
of their Italian possessions

• Treaty of Amiens 1802 (Great Britain)

• 1803 - Tried to restrict trade with England 
Continental Systems



Lord Nelson- Battle of Trafalgar Oct. 21, 1805. 
French and Spanish fleet annihilated by Admiral 
Horatio Nelson and the British.







1804 Haitian 

Independence

• Toussaint Louverture





.





The Empress Josephine





Napoleon at the Battle of Austerlitz, by François Gérard 1805. The Battle of Austerlitz, also known as the Battle of the Three 

Emperors, was Napoleon's greatest victory, where the French Empire effectively crushed the Third Coalition

• Battle of Austerlitz 1805
• Napoleon victory- (Most brilliant tactical 

achievement) Treaty of Pressburg 12/1805  
harsh and humiliating for Austria



Francis II and Napoleon Bonaparte following the Battle of Austerlitz in December, 1805



• 1806 - abolished many German states and the 
Holy Roman Empire. Establish the German 
Confederation of the Rhine.

• Battle of Jena (Oct. 1806) collapse of Prussian 
military power



• Duchy of Warsaw-carved out of Prussian Poland



Treaty of Tilsit
• Treaty of Tilsit, name of two treaties signed at the East 

Prussian town of Tilsit (now Sovetsk, Russia), in July 1807, 
between France and Prussia (July 9), ending the War of the 
Third Coalition. Preliminary discussions were held by 
Napoleon of France and Alexander I, emperor of Russia, 
during a famous meeting on a raft on the Memel River (now 
Niemen River), on June 25, 1807. The meeting took place 
following the defeat of Russia by France in the Battle of 
Friedland on June 14, 1807
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Treaty of Tilsit 1807
Negotiated by Napoleon and 
Tsar Alexander I on a raft in 
the Niemen River
Prussia lost half its territory.

▫ Napoleon appointed 
members of his family to 
govern his empire- his 
stepson ruled over Italy

▫ three of his brothers and a 
brother-in-law were made 
kings of other European 
states



Three Part Empire

• 1. Core – France including Belgium, 
Holland and Parts of Northern Italy and 
German Territory

• 2.  Dependent States Kingdoms of which 
he placed family members on the throne. 
Spain, Naples, Italy, Warsaw, 
Confederation of the Rhine.

• 3.Allied States- Austria, Prussia, Russia, 
Norway Denmark, and Sweden

• French Areas- French Laws

• Abolished feudal dues and serfdom.









Napoleon Grants Freedom to the Jews





• Continental System-
Prohibit British trade with the continent



• 1808-Rebellion in Spain against Napoleon’s 
attempt to make Spain a French satellite 

• guerilla warfare



Marie Louise







• France- suffered more from Britain’s counter 
blockade than Britain ever suffered from the 
continental system



• 1811 (Russia) Alexander 1 broke with the 
Continental System. The blockade was hurting 
the Russian economy. 



• Napoleon’s invasion of Russia June 1812

• 600,000 troops. Largest army ever.

• 1/3 of the Grand Army was French.



Smolensk-
August 1812



• Battle of Borodino- draw
(Napoleon proclaimed victory)



• Alexander ordered the 
evacuation of Moscow.

• City was burnt
• Alexander refused to 

negotiate
• After 5 weeks Napoleon 

ordered a retreat
• Starvation. Russian winter   

and the Russian army 
devastated the Grand Army.





French infantry crossing the icy Berezina River in winter 1812.
Russian horse gunners (in helmets) open fire on the French.
Picture by Oleg Parkhaiev











Battle of Leipzig

Austria, Prussia, Russia, and Great Britain formed 
the fourth coalition







• April 4, 1814 Napoleon abdicated his throne

• Exiled to the island of Elba (off the coast of Italy)

• Restoration of the Bourbon dynasty

• Louis XVIII (1814-1824)



• Escape from Elba February 1815

• Restored as emperor- 100 days





• Waterloo June 18 , 1815
• Wellington- Britain 
• Blucher - Prussia

Britains' General Wellington at the Battle of Waterloo painting by 
Robert Alexander Hillingford







Exile to St. Helena



Longwood House, Saint Helena: site of Napoleon's captivity















Coalitions Against France
• The 1st Coalition 1792-1797
• Austria, Prussia, Great Britain, Spain, Piedmont.
• Campaign History: Revolutionary Wars

• The 2nd Coalition 1798-1801 
• Russia, Britain, Austria, Ottoman Empire, Portugal, Naples, Vatican. 
• Campaign History: Trial in Egypt Marengo

• The 3rd Coalition 1805
• Austria, Great Britain, Russia, Sweden. 
• Campaign History: Austerlitz

• The 4th Coalition 1806-1807
• Prussia, Saxony, Russia. 
• Campaign History: Conquest of Prussia

• The 5th Coalition 1809 
• Great Britain and Austria. 
• Campaign History: War Along the Danube, The Peninsular War

• The 6th Coalition 1812-1814 
• Great Britain and Russia, joined by Prussia, Sweden, Austria, German States.
• Campaign History: Invasion of Russia. 1813 Liberation of Germany, Defense of France

• The 7th Coalition 1815 
• Great Britain, Russia, Prussia, Sweden, Austria, German State
• Campaign History: The 100 days









• 1793 recaptured Toulon. 1795 saved the 
Convention from yet another Royalist rising 
1796 defeated Piedmont and Austrian Italy with 
an army little better than a rabble when he got it. 
1797 captured Venice. Italy was looted of art 
treasures for France. 1798 signed the Treaty of 
Campo Formio with Austria which gave Belgium 
to France and control of left bank of Rhine. He 
created the Cisalpine Republic from the 
northern Italian state


