
HISTORICAL 
This checklist is based mainly on records acquired since 1976.  It is intended to 
give current, not historical status.  Species documented as occurring in the El 
Paso area prior to 1976, but which have not been recorded since that year, 
include (date of last record in parentheses): 
 
Wood Stork (1937) Dusky-capped Flycatcher (1891) 
King Rail (1933) Black-capped Chickadee (1881) 
Northern Pygmy-Owl (1918) 
 
 

EXOTICS 

The El Paso/Trans-Pecos Audubon Society gratefully acknowl-
edges these individuals for their support of the publication of 
this checklist: 

 Dan Allen 
 Anonymous, in memory of 
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 Martin Weber and John Kiseda, Sr. 
 Hugh and Sally Jameson 
 Bob Johnson 
  

Species reported in recent years from the El Paso area, but which are believed to 
be either escaped or deliberately released exotic birds, include: 
 
Mute Swan Lilac-crowned Parrot 
Chukar Monk Parakeet 
Ring-necked Pheasant Green Jay 
Northern Bobwhite Black-throated Magpie-Jay 
Ringed Turtle-Dove Purplish-backed Jay 
Red-crowned Parrot White-collared Seedeater 
 
 

HYPOTHETICAL 
Species reported from the El Paso area but not yet documented include: 
 
Short-tailed Hawk Gila Woodpecker 
Ferruginous Pygmy-Owl Eastern Wood-Pewee 
Vaux's Swift Yellow-bellied Flycatcher 
Green Kingfisher Veery 
 
 

 

 
Cover artwork by Daniel S. Kilby.

Birds of 
El Paso County, Texas 

and Adjacent Areas 
 

8th Edition, May 2003 
 

 

D O Ñ A  A N A

EL PASO

HUDS PE TH 

Compilers: 
James N. Paton, John A. Sproul, Jr., Barry R. Zimmer 

 
EL PASO/TRANS-PECOS AUDUBON SOCIETY 

P.O. Box 972441, El Paso, TX  79997 



This checklist covers El Paso County, Texas, plus approximately the western 
one-half of Hudspeth County, Texas (west of longitude 105º 30') and the 
southern one-third of Doña Ana County, New Mexico (south of latitude 32º 10').  
It includes 426 species of birds and 10 additional identifiable forms documented 
as occurring in the area.  Another 25 species are carried on the Historical (5), 
Exotics (12) and Hypothetical (8) lists on the back page.  Species names and 
taxonomic organization follow the American Ornithologists' Union Checklist of 
North American Birds (7th ed., 1998) as currently supplemented.   
 
This list is our best effort to describe the current seasonal status of birds in the El 
Paso County area but is not the last word on the subject.  A checklist evolves as 
field observers contribute new information to fill gaps in our knowledge or as 
changes in environmental conditions cause changes in the status of some 
species.  You can contribute to future improvement of this list by reporting any 
new or unusual sightings to the El Paso/Trans-Pecos Audubon Society, P.O. Box 
972441, El Paso, Texas 79997. 
 

KEY 
 

 ABUNDANT: should see on every trip in proper habitat 

//////// COMMON: should see on 3 out of 4 trips in proper habitat. 

| | | | | | |  FAIRLY COMMON: should see on 2 out of 4 trips in proper habitat. 

 UNCOMMON: should see on 1 out of 4 trips in proper habitat. 
 RARE: should see on 1 out of 10 trips or less in proper habitat. 
 CASUAL: very rare and not expected annually. 

• 
Indicates an individual record.  Species considered ACCIDENTAL 
have 4 records or less. 

•·····• Indicates a record of a lingering vagrant individual or flock. 

* Confirmed breeding 

+ Suspected breeeding 

‡ Has attempted to breed 

I Irregular; absent in some years, but may be numerous others 

L Localized breeder; breeds in only a limited number of favored areas 

Ls Sporadic localized breeder 

Lw Localized in winter 

Ly Localized year-round 
 
 

NOTES: • Heavy lines between species names separate avian families.   
 • For species not seen since before 1980, year of last sighting is in  

parentheses after species name. 
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