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SMOKE SIGNAL

Taste of Tucker Coming in October 
 Mark your calendars for a very popular annual event! The ninth annual Taste of Tucker is scheduled for 
Saturday, Oct. 6.  Running 1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. on Tucker’s Main Street, the festival features delicious 
samples from more than two dozen restaurants, offering more than 60 specialty dishes.
 The street will be rocking to music from headline bands Biggy & The Smalls and Moontower. Special 
attractions include a children’s play area coordinated by Tucker First United Methodist Church, a space for 
the sale of local produce organized by the Tucker Farmers Market, and drink venues coordinated by Keller 
Williams Realty Atlanta Partners. 
 Admission is free. Attendees purchase $1.00 tickets to exchange for food samples, which cost between one 
and four tickets.
 Proceeds from the event benefit NETWorks Cooperative Ministry, which fights poverty and hunger in the 
community; Camp Kudzu, which supports children and teens who have Type 1 diabetes; and the Old Town 
Tucker Merchants Association.
 For more information, including updates on participating restaurants, visit www.tasteoftucker.com, or 
check out www.facebook.com/tasteoftucker.

Daisy’s Got Game:
The 47th Annual Yellow Daisy Flower Show
 September 7-9, 2018 is the 47th annual Yellow Daisy Standard Flower Show at Stone 
Mountain Park. This year is very special as the 
Yellow Daisy Festival will be celebrating 50 years 
with more than 400 artists and craftsmen from 33 
states and two countries. The National Garden 
Club, Inc. standard flower show is presented by 
garden club members in the Redbud District of The 
Garden Club of Georgia, Inc. It is held in Memorial Hall on the park grounds at the same time 
as the Yellow Daisy Festival. Admission to the Flower Show is free with paid park admission.
 The Redbud District has more than 40 garden clubs and many participate in this event every 
year as volunteers, have entries in the design division, or provide horticulture. This year’s Show 
Chairman is Deanna McFarlan in the Shenandoah Rose Garden Club and co-chairman is Diane 
Hunter, Redbud District VII Director. Many members from Smoke Rise area garden clubs serve 
as chairmen and volunteers for the event. All entries are judged in a standard flower show.
 Redbud District members volunteer to setup, host, clerk, classify, place and then disassemble 
all the horticultural exhibits. There are many aspects to the show from Design entries to Youth 
Entries to all the various classifications of Horticulture. Last year there were more than 700 hor-
ticulture entries and dozens of unique and charming floral designs.
 The 2018 theme is “Daisy’s Got Game!” Building on this theme, “Candyland” is the title for 
the flowering annuals category, “Mahjong” is the title for the Ferns category and “Uno” is the 
title for the Hosta category! Designs are divided into various classes, and each class has a game 
theme such as Class 9 is “Twister!” That certainly suggests an interesting interpretation using 
plant material!
 The Horticulture can range from a perfect okra pod or tomato to a Limelight hydrangea to 
Autumn Fern to cacti! It is quite surprising how many hundreds of entries are submitted, classi-
fied and displayed in all those green bottles or containers.

    If you have never seen a standard flower show, you 
will be charmed by the wide variety of the colors and 
scents and displays. It is also very fun to see which entry 
wins the Blue Ribbon and read the judge’s comments. 
You can really learn from the show as to why one flower 
wins the Blue and the same flower species wins the Red 
or Yellow. There are subtleties in judging and certain 
criteria must be followed to win the ranking of a Blue 
Ribbon.
    You are all invited to join the fun this September and 
experience “Daisy’s Got Game.”

“Tunes By the Tracks” 
Returns in Fall 2018

 Tunes by the Tracks, the popular indie music 
concert series, returns to Stone Mountain Village 
Friday September 7 and every Friday night in 
September and October 2018. Continuing to 
thrive, and all the while building steam in the midst 
of a successful four-year run, Tunes by the Tracks 
brings a musical offering of Georgia grown roots, 
blues, and Americana music, camaraderie, and foot 
tapping fun that really is second to none.
 Delivering the most live original music for any 
series of its kind in Atlanta and Georgia, the Tunes 
by the Tracks fall line up brings live and original 
roots, blues, and Americana artists such as Heather 
Luttrell, Soulhound, Trina Meade & Tomi Martin 
of Three Five Human, The Lola Gulley Band, 
Jimmy Harris, and Delta Moon up close and 
personal to the trackside stage – Stone Mountain 
Village.
 The concerts are free. The music goes on each 
Friday “come rain or come shine” and runs from 
7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. in the municipal parking lot 
near the gazebo on Main Street Stone Mountain 
Village.
 Don’t forget your lawn chair! Beer, wine, and 
soft drinks are available to purchase. Proceeds go 
directly to keeping “Tunes By the Tracks” free to 
enjoy and exceptionally talented local indie artists 
onstage and trackside in the SMV.
 Good fun and amazing music on tap every 
Friday in the Village. Organizers promise, you’ll be 
delighted you did – guaranteed.

Happy Fall!
from the Smoke Signal stafffrom the Smoke Signal staff
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Smoke Rise Baptist Church
Dr. Chris George, Senior Pastor
Bart McNiel, Associate Pastor

Kathy Dobbins, Minister of Spiritual Formation
Danny Vancil, Minister of Music & Worship

Becky Caswell-Speight, Minister to Families with Children
Jeremy Colliver, Minister to Families with Youth

Amanda Coe Burton, Director of Nursery Ministries
Valerie Coe Lowder, Director of the Weekday School

Telephone: (770) 469-5856
SmokeRiseBaptist.org

Sundays:
  9:00 a.m.  Worship in the Chapel
  9:45 a.m.  Sunday school
 11:00 a.m.  Worship in the Sanctuary 
Communion: Second Sunday of each month
Wednesdays:
 5:00-5:45 Fellowship Dinner
 6:00-7:00 Programs for children, youth and adults
 7:00-8:30 Sanctuary choir
  Nursery provided

Eastminster Presbyterian Church
Pastor: Rev. J. Caleb Clarke III

Pastor of Senior Adult Ministries: Rev. Jeanne Simpson
Director of Mission & Youth: Mark Sauls

Director of Music Ministries: Andrew Meade
Director of Preschool: Stacey Moura

Director of School Age Program: Celeste Sears
Director of Respite Care Program: Helen Wilborn

Director of Communications: Joy Summerville-Johnson
Telephone (770) 469-4881

www.eastminster.us
Respite Care Center Hours: 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Wednesday

Sundays:
    9:15 a.m.        Sunday School for all ages
    10:30 a.m.      Worship in the Sanctuary - nursery provided
 5:00 p.m. Youth Fellowship
Communion:  First Sunday of each month

Wednesdays:
       5:45 p.m.        Join us for dinner! -  $5 per adult
       6:30 p.m.        Program
 7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir

MC3 Church
(formerly Mount Carmel Christian Church) 

Senior Minister: Art Stansberry
Worship Minister: Leslie Riley

Student Minister: Will Tyler
Coordinator of Kids Ministry - Jim Barber

Telephone (770) 279-8437
6015 Old Stone Mountain Rd., Stone Mountain, GA 30087

www.mc3.life 
MC3 Church launched on Easter Sunday. Hours are: 
Sundays: 8:30 a.m. Coffee/ Doughnuts/ Fellowship
9:30 a.m. Life Group Classes – Adults & Children
10:30 a.m. Worship
 
First Wednesday 5:30 p.m. Family meal and worship service
All other Wednesdays 6:30 p.m. -- Life Groups on campus 

First Moravian Church
Pastor: Dr. Stephen Weisz

Congregational Acolyte: Bill Hitz
Telephone (770) 491-7250, (770) 755-8289

www.gamoravian.org
Sundays: 
 10:00 a.m. Sunday School–Adults & Children
 11:00 a.m. Worship
 12:00 p.m. Fellowship Time

Incarnate Word Lutheran Church
Please join us for worship on Sundays at 8:45 a.m. 

at the First Monrovian Church
4950 Hugh Howell Rd., Stone Mountain, GA 30087

Mountain West Church
Pastor: Michael Shreve

Worship Arts Pastor: Gary Robinson
Telephone (770) 491-0228

www.mwchurch.com
4818 Hugh Howell Rd., Stone Mountain

New Service Times beginning September 16th:  
9:30 a.m.  |  11:15 a.m.  |  1:00 p.m.

Smoke Signal
P.O. Box 763, Tucker, GA 30084
A non-profit service organization devoted to furthering
neighborhood cooperation with the aid of good neighborhood
communication.

P.O. Box 763, Tucker, GA 30085

Smoke Signal Deadlines
SEPTEMBER 13

Please e-mail articles to:
staff@smokesignalnews.com

(Word documents or text file attachments preferred) 
PLEASE DO NOT SEND CLASSIFIED ADS 

TO THIS E-MAIL ADDRESS
Extra copies may be picked up at 

The Smoke Rise Community Garden on Hugh Howell Rd.

Deadline for classified ads is SEPTEMBER 10

SMOKE SIGNAL FLYER INSERT POLICY
Cost: $150 by check to Smoke Signal

Deadline to Receive: 6:00 p.m. on 19th of month
Flyer inserts should be 8 1/2” x 11” (flat, not folded)

Please provide 2,300 copies
Reservation Required: 

Contact Barbara Luton, (770) 491-6711 by 15th of month.

“Like” us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
SmokeSignalNews

or visit our website at www.smokesignalnews.com
Link to the digital version of the Smoke Signal 

at http://eepurl.com/pjn4v 
or scan this QR Code 

with your smart phone!

 6-9 50th Yellow Daisy Festival
  Stone Mountain Park 

 10 Tucker City Council Meeting, 7:00 p.m.
  Tucker City Hall Annex 

 12 Tucker Community Council Meeting, 7:00 p.m.
  Tucker City Hall Annex 

 12 Mountain Mum’s Garden Club Meeting
  9:45 a.m.

 13  GFWC Stone Mountain Woman’s Club 
  Meeting, 10:30 a.m.

 18  Town Hall Meeting, Dist. 1
  7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m., Smoke Rise Baptist Church

 22 Fall Begins (ends December 21)

The Smoke Signal is posted to 
www.smokesignalnews.com 

the first of each month. 
Go to the “Smoke Signal Digital” link. 
You’ll also find the link posted to the 

Smoke Signal News Facebook page each month 
with posting of pictures and stories throughout the month.  

For questions, 
contact Pat Soltys at pat@smokeriseagents.com.

FREE 
NEIGHBORHOOD PET 

LOST AND FOUND
Call Kay McKenzie 

at 770-491-6784 
with information 

if you have lost or 
found a pet.

PAPER GET WET?
EXTRA COPIES OF THE 

SMOKE SIGNAL
ARE NOW AVAILBLE 
AT THE COMMUNITY 

GARDEN
Look for the wooden box 

labeled Smoke Signal.
They are longer available 

on Smoke Rise Drive

DeKalb County 
UGA Extension Office

Gardening Presentations

September 13 
Planting Perfect 
Learn how to plant trees, 
shrubs, turf, and flowers in 
your garden. 
Speaker: Walter Reeves, 
Garden Guru of the Southeast 
Cost $10 per person. 

September 18 
The Root of the Matter:
Composting and Soil 
Building 
Learn why composting is the 
most practical and conve-
nient way to handle yard 
debris and the essential ben-
efits of getting the most from 
your compost. 
Speaker: Joelette Bembry, 
DeKalb Extension Agent 
Cost $10 per person. 

For more information:
DeKalb County Extension
4380 Memorial Drive
Ste. 200, Decatur 
404-298-4080
uge1089@uga.edu

BRING A BOOK – 
TAKE A BOOK 

Don’t forget to check 
out the Little Libraries 

that  
have 

popped 
up near 

the swim 
clubs.



GFWC Stone Mountain Woman’s Club
at Work and at Play
 Members of the GFWC Stone 
Mountain Woman’s Club helped with 
the “Back to School Bash” in Stone 
Mountain village by filling bags with 
school supplies and by manning the 
tables at the distribution of the filled 
bags, lunch boxes, notebooks, note-
book paper and theme books. The 
supplies were free and provided to 
help make sure students had the items 
needed to start the school year. Don’t 
forget to visit the club booth at the 

Yellow Daisy Festival this month to buy some of 
the homemade desserts to help fund the club’s 
charities.
   The Summer Social was held at the club-
house and featured a “Farm to Table: Picnic 
Meal.” Vendors of the Stone Mountain Farmers’ 
Market sourced the food. The market is held 
each Tuesday near the gazebo in downtown 
Stone Mountain. The special guest for the event 
was Debby Vanderbunt, President of the GFWC 
Georgia Central East District. Door prizes also 
came from the vendors at the market.

  Come join the GFWC 
Stone Mountain Woman’s 
Club and have fun socializ-
ing and volunteering. Please 
contact Brenda Price, (678) 
333-6685, or any of your 
neighbors who are members 
of the club. The meeting is 
the second Thursday of the 
month at 10:30 a.m. Come 
join and see how much fun 
serving and volunteering 
can be!

September, 2018
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community
MOUNTAIN CREEK POOL 
Open through Labor Day 

     

Labor Day 
Splash 

and Silent 
Auction

11:00 a.m. Water Aerobics FREE TO ALL!!!
1:00 p.m. Cookout
12:00 p.m. Silent auction bidding starts
4:00 p.m. Bidding ends! 
 (Do not have to be present to win items.)

For more information, contact
MarshaAshby@yahoo.com, 678-824-2108
MountainCreekSwimClub@gmail.com

Tidbit Tasting Party Success
Reprinted from the March 1976 Smoke Signal

 On January 23 the Smoke Rise Community Club, Smoke Rise Garden Club, and 
Morning Glories Garden Club co-hostessed the area’s first Tidbit Tasting Party and are 
pleased to announce that a great time was had by all. A total of 76 persons attended the 
gala affair held at The Summit Clubhouse to raise funds for landscaping the triangle at 
Hugh Howell and Rosser Roads.
 Aside from providing residents an informal atmosphere in which to meet and mingle, 
the social netted $114.52 to be placed in a fund for landscaping.
 The door prize, three days and two nights at the Disney World Day’s Lodge (courtesy 

of Ben and Laurie Dillard) 
was won by Ernie and Ann 
Nelson who are looking for-
ward to a trip “south” in the 
near future. Congratulations 
to the Nelsons!
 A special thanks goes to 
committee members Betty 
Marvil, MGGC; Marlene 
Westrom, SRGC; and 
Marsha O’Connor, SRCC 
who work so hard to make 
the evening a success -- and 
to those of who who contrib-
uted your time and talents to 
prepare the food. Working 
together for community 
improvement is fun, isn’t it?

Back to School Bash, (L to R) Kim Cumbie, Martha 
Decker, Jackie Cornett (Smoke Rise resident), Marty 
Bryan (Smoke Rise resident), Richard Mailman (event 
coordinator), Marilyn Oatway (Smoke Rise resident), 
Nelda Lunsford (Smoke Rise resident) Barbara Luton 
(Smoke Rise resident), Betty Pompey, Doris Hoenig, 
Barbara Clanton

Summer Social (L to R) Nancy Collins 
(event planner), Kim Cumbie (event plan-
ner), Marty Bryan (Smoke Rise resident), 
Debby Vanderbunt (Central East District 
President), Brenda Price (Club President)



let’s go!
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Georgia Native Plant Society 
Fall Plant Sale

 The Georgia Native Plant Society will hold 
a Native Plant Sale in Stone Mountain Park, 
Saturday, Sept. 22 from 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
There will be a large assortment of perennials, 
ferns, shrubs, vines and trees. You can also expect 
expert assistance and educational exhibits. Bring 
a wagon or cart if you can. Free entrance when 
you tell the guard at the gate you are headed to 
the GNPS plant sale behind the Walking Trails 
Parking lot (just west of the West gate). More 
info at www.gnps.org

FODAC 21st Annual Charity Golf Classic
 Friends of Disabled Adults and Children (FODAC) has announced its 21st Annual 
Charity Golf Tournament for Monday, October 1, at the Stone Mountain Golf Club in 
Stone Mountain Park. Funds raised from the annual event help support FODAC’s mis-
sion to supply home medical equipment (HME) to the mobility impaired, with little to 
no cost for the recipient or caregivers.
 FODAC serves the Metro Atlanta community by providing recycled equipment such 
as wheelchairs, scooters, walkers and hospital beds for children and adults during or after 
a health crisis. Last year, FODAC donated more than $10 million in equipment to the 
disabled community at little or no cost to the recipient. FODAC also provides support in 
the wake of disasters; recently, the organization was onsite in Houston supporting HME 
distribution to flood evacuees, and has also recently shipped equipment and supplies to 
Puerto Rico to help those recovering from Hurricane Maria.
  Breakfast and onsite registration starts at 8:00 a.m.; shotgun start is at 9:30 a.m.
  The Rotary Club of Stone Mountain is managing this year’s event, helping to 
secure sponsors and providing volunteers to set up and work the event. Title sponsor 
for this year’s golf tournament is Combined Services, Inc.; other sponsors include CDI-
World; Emory Alliance Credit Union; Smoke Rise Agents Team; Abatak; Gwinnett 
Medical Center Foundation; Bullseye Auction and Appraisal; and Grub Burger.
  Registration is open now, with prices ranging from $175 for an individual player to 
$600 for a foursome. Sponsorships are available ranging from $500 for a hole sponsor 
to $5,000 for a gold sponsorship which includes registration for three foursomes and 
prominent corporate signage. For registration, sponsorship and more details, visit fodac.
org/golf or contact Leslyn Weekes at leslynweekes@fodac.org or (770) 491.9014  x137.
  For more information on FODAC and its programs, visit fodac.org. Follow FODAC 
on Facebook, Twitterand LinkedIn.

Smoke Rise Academy of the Arts
Presents 

DISNEY’S LITTLE MERMAID JR
 
 The Smoke Rise Academy of the Arts  
(SRAA) drama department will present the fam-
ily musical, DISNEY’S LITTLE MERMAID 
JR. Staged by the elementary drama class, the 
production will be performed Friday, September 14 through Sunday, September 16 in 
the Fellowship Hall of Smoke Rise Baptist Church. Members of the Smoke Rise and sur-
rounding community are invited to attend this free performance.
 The Academy’s elementary cast will lead audience members on a journey “under 
the sea” with Ariel and her aquatic friends in this timeless love story, adapted from 
Disney’s Broadway production and the motion picture (featuring the enormously popular 
Academy Award-winning music and delightfully charming book and lyrics). Based on one 
of Hans Christian Andersen’s most beloved stories, DISNEY’S LITTLE MERMAID JR. 
is an enchanting look at the sacrifices we all make for love and acceptance. The musical 
score includes familiar songs from the movie like “Under the Sea,” “Kiss the Girl,” and 
“Part of Your World,” as well as original songs from the Broadway production.
 DISNEY’S LITTLE MERMAID JR. is a fun, family show suitable for all ages. Show 
times are 7:00 p.m. on Friday, 3.00 p.m. and 7.00 p.m. on Saturday, and 3.00 p.m. on 
Sunday. Each show will have concessions available for purchase during intermissions. 
Attendance is free with no tickets required.
 Smoke Rise Academy of Arts will begin its pre-school program in September. In 
addition to classes like Family Musikgarten, pre-k dance, Act One drama and Twinklers 
violin, this year the Academy will launch a new Mommy (Caretaker) & Me Creative 
Movement class, an introduction to ballet which incorporates creative movement for tod-
dlers and exercise opportunities for moms or caretakers. Individual music lessons are also 
offered to all ages on piano, violin, flute, guitar, drums and voice. Visit www.smokerise-
baptist.org\arts or call (678) 533-0562 for performance, program and class details. The 
Smoke Rise Academy of Arts operates all year long and is housed in Smoke Rise Baptist 
Church at 5901 Hugh Howell Road in Stone Mountain.

DeKalb County Recreation, Parks and Cultural 
Affairs to Host Doggie Splash Paw-looza
 The DeKalb County Department of Recreation, Parks 
and Cultural Affairs will host a Doggie Splash Paw-looza 
at Midway Park Pool, located at 3181 Midway Road, 
Decatur, GA on Sept. 8 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
 Dogs are invited to splash into fun as this year’s pool 
season ends. Admission is $5.00 per dog to swim, and all 
proceeds will fund enhancements for the Brookside and 
Mason Mill dog parks. Owners must arrive with their dogs 
on a leash and provide proof of current vaccinations and 
rabies tag.
 Female dogs in heat and puppies less than six months 
old will not be allowed. All pet handlers must be at least 18 
years old or accompanied by an adult. No more than two 
dogs per handler will be allowed. Owners will be required 
to supervise their dogs and clean up after them as neces-
sary.
 For more information, contact LaShanda Davis, pub-
lic relations specialist, at (404) 371-3643.
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District One Update 
Bill Rosenfeld & Pat Soltys

 It has been a great summer with many activi-
ties and events in the city. We have also tackled 
many projects including the beginning of road 
repaving with Thornridge Lane and Cold Water 
Canyon being the first. Steering committee meet-
ings have started with the Trail Master Plan being 
one of the first. To improve communications and interactivity with the community, a 
new web site was recently launched. Check it out at www.tuckerga.gov. Our annual report 
will be released and distributed this month.
 Parks and Rec has been really busy this summer with the Rec Center and Parks in full 
use. There is an after school program at the Rec Center offering school pick up, activities 
and care. New playground equipment and grounds have been ordered to replace existing 
equipment. Improved parking for Smoke Rise Park is on the horizon.
 Mrs. Annie Bell Bailey, 102, the eldest resident of Peters Park was honored with a 
proclamation and our own Jack Sartain was recognized as Citizen of the Month for his 
work to bring music to our community.
 Bill Rosenfeld and I will host the next Town Hall on September 18, 2018 at Smoke 
Rise Baptist Church from 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. These meetings are great for informa-
tion, questions and answers as well as getting to see and know your neighbors. Hope you 
will join us.

City of Tucker Receives State Honor
 Georgia’s Department of Community Affairs 
(DCA) has awarded Qualified Local Government 
(QLG) status to the City of Tucker. In a letter dated 
July 24, DCA Office of Planning Director Brian 
Johnson congratulated the City on completing its first 
Comprehensive Plan, calling the feat an “impressive 
achievement.”
 Tucker, in cooperation with consulting firm 
The Collaborative, embarked on its Comprehensive 
Plan process in the fall of 2016 dubbing it, “Tucker 
Tomorrow.” The city went through the necessary 
steps of gathering resident and stakeholder input, 
conducting public meetings and having the plan 
reviewed and approved by DCA and the Atlanta 
Regional Commission. Tucker’s Mayor and City 
Council voted unanimously to adopt the plan in 
spring of 2018.
 “This QLG designation is huge for us,” says 
Tucker’s Community and Economic Development 
Director John McHenry. “Not only does this rec-
ognize the hard work of our staff and consultants 
throughout the Comprehensive Plan process, but 
being a QLG puts Tucker in play for more state 
grants, which means more opportunities for contin-
ued smart growth.”
 Tucker became an incorporated city in 2016, fol-
lowing a November 2015 referendum. The City is 
now home to more than 35,000 people.

Stone Mountain CID Updates 
on Improvements and Repairs
 Over the remainder of August, SMCID streets that 
rated among the worst conditioned in Tucker were resur-
faced, with the others on the schedule by year’s end.
 These projects were made possible last November 
when voters across DeKalb County overwhelmingly sup-
ported the additional penny sales tax for road and drain-
age improvements, multi-modal transportation initiatives, 
parks and recreation needs, as well as public safety upgrades. 
The City of Tucker is projected to receive $32 million over 
the six-year life of the Special Purpose Local Option Sales 
Tax (SPLOST).
• Roadhaven Drive – from E Ponce de Leon Avenue to 

Greer Circle
• Auger Drive – from Hammermill Road to the end
• Mountain Industrial Boulevard – from Lavist Road to 

I-285 overpass
• Lewis Road – from Roadhaven Drive to Rock Mountain 

Boulevard
• Rock Mountain Boulevard – from E Ponce de Leon 

Avenue to Lewis Road

Tucker City Updates

 There will be a City 
Council Meeting on 
September 10, and a 
Community Council 
Meeting on Wednesday, 
September 12, at the 
Tucker City Hall Annex 
at 7:00 p.m., respectively.
 
 For licensing, please 
contact City of Tucker 
Licensing at licenses@
tuckerga.gov, and for 
permits and applications, 
please contact Janicé Law 
of the City of Tucker 
Building Permits and 
Applications at jlaw@
tuckerga.gov or call (678) 
597-9040 with any ques-
tions.

Stone Mountain Community Improvement District 
Board Member Spotlight -- Bill Kaduck
 As board member and secretary of Stone Mountain CID, Bill 
Kaduck puts the “organize” in “organization.” “Without Bill, 
the CID wouldn’t be what it is today,” says Emory Morsberger, 
SMCID president. “He keeps the records, keeps tabs on all the 
details regarding the CID, along with the city of Tucker and 
makes sure I’ve got all my “t’s” crossed and “i’s” dotted when 
doing my job.”
 Bill has been on the SMCID board since 2016 and is also the 
Tucker City board representative. He felt that changes in years 
past were taking on a negative trend, and saw the formation of 
the CID as a positive toward giving local businesses some control over improvement.
 “We’ve seen incredible improvements in security and in the overall appearance of the 
district,” says Bill. “There’s a much more optimistic vibe in the CID now compared to 
before the CID was formed. The goal for future projects is to improve traffic flow through 
better timed signals and roads with fewer potholes. By engaging our government partners 
pro-actively, we can make progress.”
 Bill is the president of MICRODESIGNS, Inc. which provides the electronic design 
and development services to industrial customers that manufacture products like thermo-
stats for HVAC systems, refrigeration controls, lighting controls, equipment for handicap 
vans, athletic scoreboard interfaces and aircraft engine safety devices. The company got its 
start in Bill’s Decatur garage in 1980 and is now located on South Bibb Drive near the 
new Tucker Brewing Company.
 Bill and his wife have lived in the Smoke Rise community since 1989 where they 
raised two sons. He is a self-proclaimed “car nut,” but devotes the majority of his atten-
tion to running a successful business and making Stone Mountain CID the best place to 
do business. 

Daily Delivery To Metro Atlanta, DeKalb and Gwinnett!
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“New Location” • 4195 Fellowship Rd, Tucker
Formerly on Main Street • Convenient parking

770-491-3305

est. 1978

www.tuckerframeshop.com

Great Selection of Classic and Unique Mouldings, 
Friendly Service, Excellent Quality and Craftsmanship

In August, the Smoke Signal staff celebrated the 
contributions and service of devoted volunteers at 
the Kanawha home of paper contributors Susan and 
Joel Gilbert. Pictured are AvivA Hoffmann, Editor 
& News You Can Use; Virginia Hall, Retiring from 
Hodgepodge column, Jan Mahoney, Retiring Editor, 
Harry Strack, Accounting; Susan Gilbert, Recording 
Secretary & TechTalk column; Barbara Bruschi, 
Feature Writer & Corresponding Secretary;  and Rene 
Boven, Contributing Writer.
 
Not pictured include Barb Hess, Retiring from 
Advertisements; Pat Soltys, Writer; Cheri Schneider, 
Editor & Health News; Barbara Luton, Flyers; and 
Hunter Lieber, Advertisements.

Golf for Kids Tournament 
Named for Bob Crutchfield
By Ashley Bonner, Director of Development, Christian City 

 Bob Crutchfield was a man of humility and integrity 
– and gratitude for what God had given him. He devoted 
22 years of his life to the mission at Christian City, leaving 
an enduring legacy. 
 An avid golfer, Bob established an annual fundrais-
ing golf tournament, which now has been renamed in his 
memory - the “Bob Crutchfield Memorial Golf for Kids.” 
At the 2018 tournament at Chateau Elan on October 8, 
golfers will celebrate Bob’s legacy while golfing with a pur-
pose — to change the lives of children who have suffered 
from abuse or neglect. 
 Bob Crutchfield was a resident of Smoke Rise for more 
than 20 years before passing away in September 2017 
from complications of ALS. Judi Crutchfield is serving on 
the tournament committee in support of Christian City 
Children’s Village.

Smoke Rise Crime & Safety
By Smoke Rise Resident, MaryBeth Crook (reprinted from “Nextdoor,” with permission)

 I know that a lot of us are scared right now, but this is and has always been a very safe 
neighborhood. No, I cannot leave my doors unlocked at night and sadly, I won’t ever be able 
to. That is just the state of the world we live in these days, but I do feel safe being able to 
walk my dog up and down my street at any time of the day. In some other neighborhoods, 
that would not really be advisable. Break-ins can unfortunately happen no matter where 
you live. You can live downtown, in the suburbs of a major city, or out in the “country.” 
Criminals can be everywhere unfortunately. 
 My grandmother moved in to this home in 1971, and it has been burglarized quite a few 
times over the years. It wasn’t until my grandmother had an alarm system installed in the late 
80’s that everything changed, and there was never another burglary. I moved in with her in 
1994, and I have had things stolen from my car late at night while I was sleeping. But, that is 
because I left the car unlocked. My point is, we must take precautions to safeguard where we 
live, no matter what area we live in. If something looks good to a criminal, he will try for it. 
 However, because something frightening and very unfortunate happened to a few of our 
neighbors, it does not mean we live in a crime ridden, unsafe neighborhood. It just means 
we must all need to look at the way we are protecting our homes. I adore this neighborhood 
and the neighbors within it, so I refuse to give in to these thieves or criminals. Being on this 
site (“Nextdoor,” the Online Social Networking Service) is a great first step at keeping each 
other informed and in the know on what is directly going on with our next-door neighbors. 
I am sure if we keep putting our heads together and stay positive and proactive, we can come 
up with different ways to help this neighborhood continue to stay happy and safe.
 Here are a couple of sites I found with tips on securing your home: https://
www.homeadvisor.com/r/securing-your-home-from-burglary/ https://www.safehome.org/
resources/guide-securing-home/ 
 If you would like to see statistics for crimes in Smoke Rise: http://www.crimereports.
com/ Just type in our zip code, and you can select different options to see: registered sex 
offenders Incidents: violent (robberies, sexual crimes, etc) property (breaking & entering, 
theft, etc) quality of life (disorder, drugs, etc) 911 (alarms, emergency, fire, etc) You can 
adjust the time period from the past three days to the past six months - involving any and 
all times of days.

 Smoke Rise Baptist Church leaders blessed students and teach-
ers August 5, as part of their corporate worship. Teachers were 
present from Smoke Rise Elementary School and students that 
attend local area schools. 
 For more information about what else the students of Smoke 
Rise Baptist Church are up to, visit www.smokerisebaptistchurch.
org or contact Becky Caswell-Speight at (770) 469-5856.

Calling all 
Artists! 

 The Tucker 
Brewing Company 
aims to fill up its 
art wall with sellable 
pieces. Please email 
info@tuckerbrew-
ing.com if you’d 
like to have your art 
work on display in 
the tasting room. 
The new brewing 
company is located 
at 2003 South Bibb 
Drive, Tucker, GA.

Back to School Blessing



Library News
Tucker-Reid H. Cofer Library
5234 LaVista Road, Tucker, GA 30084
(770) 270-8234 

Building Blocks (story time for ages 0-24 months) 
every Tuesday 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.

Tales for 2s (story time for two-year-olds) every 
Wednesday 9:30a.m. to 10:00 a.m.
 
Also – in September: 
9/5 – Helen Ruffin Reading Bowl: Join the DeKalb 
County Public Library team to take part in this annual 
reading competition (ages 9 to 18). Information ses-
sion at Decatur Library 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. (Some 
practice sessions in the fall will be held at the Tucker 
Library.)

9/12 – Homeschool Hub: Find out what the DeKalb 
County Public Library can offer homeschool families. 
Information session from 12:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

9/13 – Read to a Pet Partner: Readers can practice their 
skills by reading to an excellent canine listener. 3:00 
p.m. to 4:30 p.m.  Please call or visit branch to register. 

9/17 – Eager Readers: A book club for beginning read-
ers (ages 5 to 6) 4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. Please call or 
visit branch to register. 

9/19 – Homeschool Get-Togethers: Come meet other 
homeschool families and share ideas and resources. 1:00 
p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

9/24 – Book Buddies: A book club for early chapter 
book readers (ages 6 to 9) 4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.  Please 
call or visit branch to register. 
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Dr. Schwartz has been treating your neighbors in 
Tucker and Smoke Rise for over 12 years. Visit 
our website to read more about our office. 
 
New Patient Offer:  Initial Consultation, Exam 
Xray's and 1st Adjustment $99.   
 
 

     most insurance plans accepted (includes Medicare) 

4985 Lavista Road |  Tucker, GA 30084 

 770-508-4456  |  www.karlschwartzchiro.com 

Schwartz Chiropractic and Wellness 

Chiropractic Works 
The Proof is in our Patients! 

WE OFFER:
• Seasonal Tune-ups
• 24-Hour Emergency Service
• System Replacements
• Indoor Air Quality Products

Local Women Artists 
Host Public Reception 

to Benefit 
Children’s Charity

at The Rectory 
–––––––––––––––––
Opening Sept. 21

 Mark your calendars for 
an art sale from the “Artsome 
Four,” four professional 
local women artists, that will 
be held at the Rectory in 
Norcross, Ga. Two of the art-
ists, Linda Hanks and Sherry 
Needle, have been residents 
of Kanawha for more than 25 
years. The group also includes 
Jane Carroll of Avondale and 
Mozelle Funderburk of Stone 
Mountain. They have all been 
painting together for a num-
ber of years. The opening 
reception will be September 
21, and the show will run 
through October 26.
 The works will include 
a variety of styles and sub-
jects. All have participated in 
shows and have been recog-
nized with awards for their 
works.  
 A percentage of the 
proceeds will go to benefit 
FOCUS + Fragile Kids, an 
organization which provides 
medical equipment, counsel-
ing and family support for 
families with children who 
have physical and emotional 
issues. The foundation also 
provides recreational and 
social activities for medically 
fragile children not covered 
by insurance or Medicaid.
 The exhibit opens Friday 
September 21 at 6:00 
p.m. with a reception 
to meet the artists at the 
Rectory, 17 College Street, 
Norcross, Ga.  30071. It is 
free and open to the pub-
lic. It will remain open 
through October 26 and is 
accessible by calling (678) 
421-2048, (678) 421-2049, 
(678) 421-2025 when staff is 
on duty Monday - Sunday.   



 Members of the Rotary Club of Stone Mountain hosted two key events in July, each 
one benefitting significant groups in the DeKalb community.
 RCSM members helped distrib-
ute school supplies at the City of 
Stone Mountain’s Annual Back to 
School Bash. The event took place 
in the Pavilion in Stone Mountain 
Village, and provided free school sup-
plies to approximately 1,000 local 
children prior to the start of the 
school year. The RCSM volunteers 
assisted the GFWC Stone Mountain 
Woman’s Club, which helped orga-
nize the event. Many kids and fami-
lies brought blankets and coolers and 
stayed around for the free movie on 
the lawn, The Nut Job 2: Nutty by 
Nature.
 Stone Mountain joined the six other clubs of the DeKalb Rotary Council (North 
DeKalb, Brookhaven, Decatur, Dunwoody, Emory Druid Hills and Tucker), and the 
North Atlanta Rotaract Club to sponsor a durable medical equipment (DME) collec-
tion drive to benefit Friends of Disabled Adults and Children (FODAC). The event 

was held at the 57th Fighter Group 
Restaurant at Peachtree DeKalb 
Airport, where volunteers collected 
a truck-full of gently used equip-
ment (such as wheelchairs, shower 
seats, patient lifts, rollators) from 
community donors, which FODAC 
will refurbish and recycle to those 
with disabilities in need of mobility 
aids. The event garnered more than 
$235,000 of donated equipment.
  July had five Tuesdays, and as is 
its tradition, RCSM held an evening 
social on the fifth Tuesday in lieu of a 
weekly lunch meeting. RCSM mem-
bers met at Summits Wayside Tavern 

in Snellville, where Club Administrator Hikie Allen provided a beginner’s guide to craft 
brewed beer. Members enjoyed tasting a variety of craft beers, exploring several different 
brew styles and increasing their knowledge of this burgeoning industry.
 The Rotary Club of Stone Mountain meets every Tuesday for noon lunch at 
Stone Mountain First United Methodist Church, 5312 West Mountain Street, Stone 
Mountain, Georgia 30083. Guests are always welcome. To learn more about the club and 
its programs, go to stonemountainrotary.org or follow the club on Facebook, LinkedIn 
and Twitter.
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770-455-4556
Check out our website: BelcoInc.com

            and follow us on

Belco Electric
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED 

SINCE 1972

Fast, Dependable 24-hr. Service by
Professional, Uniformed Electricians

The Eleanor Patrick 
Real Estate Group 
 
Keller Williams Realty 
Atlanta Partners

•Regular Sales 

•Short Sales 

•Senior Sellers

•Relocation

•Over 12 Years in the
   Smoke Rise Community!

For All Your Real Estate Needs!

Contact the Eleanor Patrick 
Real Estate Group

Innovative Personalized Professional Service

Put Us To Work For You Today

eleanorpatricksells@gmail.com
www.smokerisehomesforsale.com

404-721-2904

Stone Mountain and Tucker Rotary Clubs

Setting up for Stone Mountain’s Back to School Bash (left 
to right), RCSM President Scott McEvoy, a Smoke Rise 
resident, and members Eric Watson, Conrad Hidalgo, 
Bud Schooler & Jerry Crane.

Climate
teChniCians
inCorporated

HEATING
VENTILATION

AIR CONDITIONING
GA. REG. #300339

STEPHEN A. RENNER
• PREVENTATIVE MAINTENANCE PROGRAMS TO PRESERVE 

AND EXTEND EQUIPMENT LIFE AND EFFICIENCY
• EMERGENCY REPAIR SERVICE
• 33 YEARS OF FIELD EXPERIENCE
LICENSED/INSURED 770-934-0510

Rotarian volunteers help load donated equipment into 
FODAC truck at the DeKalb Rotary Council July DME 
Collection Event.



 Technology has always intrigued me… totally. I grew up 
in Lexington, Kentucky, with academically accomplished 
parents who encouraged my fascination. My father was a 
professor of Mining and Metallurgical Engineering at the 
University of Kentucky, and my mother was earning her 
Masters of Science in physics when she met my father and, 
as she joked, “traded her M.S. for an Mrs.” 
 With their encouragement, in high school I soldered 
circuit boards to build a game machine, rebuilt a motor-
cycle engine to figure out how it worked, and helped my 
father build a color TV from a kit.
 This was all great experience for someone whose dream 
job was to one day teach physics. My passion has contin-
ued beyond a short stint teaching, through my career con-
sulting, and continues today as I venture through the maze 
of software development and delivery with the company I 
co-founded and lead with my husband.
 Knowing how much I love gadgets, my husband gave 
me a Phantom 
3 Drone for 
Christmas last 
year. We waited 
to try it until 
the weather was 
nice, and we 
had the assis-
tance of a some 
video-gaming 
teenagers who 
had mastered 
flying in games and were delighted to apply their virtual 
knowledge to the real thing. Once we logged into the 
drone’s Wi-Fi, we were flying!
 About the same time we were learning to fly, I was 
helping produce a short video about what I consider to 
be the best-kept secret (unfortunately!) in Smoke Rise, 
the 175-acre SR Country Club nestled in velvety-green, 
rolling hills at the back of the Kanawha subdivision. We 
decided it was the perfect location to test our drone flying 
and filming skills. Over the next weekend, we shot about 
an hour of footage from about 100 feet above the club 
and course and combined that with interviews with some 
members, directors, and pros there (golf and tennis). 
 If you would like to see our final product, go on the 
Internet to YouTube and in the Search box type: Tucker’s 
Best Kept Secret -- Smoke Rise Country Club. It’s a view 
of our community most have never seen from a vantage 
point rarely observed. The Club, owned by members and 
residents of our community, is a remarkable expanse of 
greenspace contributing to keeping Smoke Rise the nature 
wonderland it is. And if you like what you see, go visit and 
consider joining in support of this fantastic playground 
and community asset.
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Eye-in-the-Sky 
Exposes Tucker’s 
Best Kept Secret

Smoke Rise Preferred Contractor’s List 
is Now ONLINE Only!
    If you are looking for reliable people to build decks, paint, do electrical, plumb-
ing, interior design and many other services, then request a copy of
this list. We maintain a free listing of contractors and other service providers that your 
neighbors have used successfully. 
 For a copy of this list, go to: http://www.smokesignalnews.com/vendor-list.html 
    You may also submit a new recommendation, comment on a service you used or brag 
on a contractor.

How the Roads of Smoke Rise Got Their Name
By Jan Mahoney 
“Recently there was a lot of interest on the Nextdoor.com Smoke Rise site about where Hugh 
Howell Road got its name. After going to the library to research this and not finding much, I 
finally went to Wikipedia. Here is some information you might enjoy.”

 The early settlers of DeKalb tended to be farmers, mainly Scots, 
Irish and English families. They grew corn, cleared their own land, 
built sawmills and grist mills and rarely owned slaves. Their names 
are still found on local maps, attached to roads which wind through 
former fields: Rosser and McCurdy. These yeoman families gave 
DeKalb its first justices of the peace, doctors and ministers, as well 
as its soldiers in the Civil War. Armies of the North and South 
swept through this area in the summer of 1864 during the days of 
the Battle of Atlanta, fighting over the railroad lines going to the 
city.
 After the war, the area was farmed again and the primary crop tended to be cotton. 
Extensive terracing on slopes in the neighborhood show where farmers a hundred years 
ago struggled to grow cotton on the hilly terrain. The town of Tucker began to grow 
where farm roads crossed the new Seaboard line. The village of Stone Mountain clustered 
around the extensive quarrying operations there. There are few traces in Smoke Rise of 
these late 19th century developments, though anecdote suggests that a blacksmith’s shop 
once stood on Silver Hill Road, near a one-room schoolhouse. The oldest home in the 
neighborhood, barely visible from Silver Hill, is a cottage built for the school marm. Silver 
Hill, one of the oldest roads in the neighborhood, makes its first appearance on a 1915 
map of DeKalb County. It was a dirt road then and remained so until the late 1960s.
 Cotton farming became even more of an uphill struggle with the onset of the cotton 
boll weevil. During the Depression, farmers left their fields for opportunities elsewhere. 
Several of the farms which were in the area were purchased in the late 1930s by an Atlanta 
attorney named Hugh Howell. The tract of land he assembled near Stone Mountain 
seems to have been intended for hunting and entertaining purposes. He built a country 
house with access to the road that would become the Stone Mountain Freeway. 
 The road that bears his name was a later addition, a dirt track which connected 
Lawrenceville Highway and the village by the mountain.  Hugh Howell Road was previously 
known as Rosser Road and according to a 1948 map, carried State Road number 141. 
 The Smoke Rise name was coined by developer Bill Probst, who is responsible for 
many of the first homes built in the next phase of development, Smoke Rise, during the 
1960s. Neighborhoods began to form up and down Hugh Howell as land changed hands. 
The McCurdy family’s farm and hunting fields became the Forest, for example; the family 
name remained on the road which led through the property.

*Information from Wikipedia 



HEALTH NOTES: 
by Cheri Schneider, M.D.

Why Am I Being Drug Tested?
 I wrote last month about the new “opioid epidemic” in the United 
States. Opioids are prescription drugs that are considered controlled sub-
stances--controlled, because not just anyone can prescribe them. Substances 
in this category have a high potential for addiction. Examples of controlled 
prescription drugs are: narcotic pain medications like codeine, oxycodone 
(the most common drug abused in the United States), morphine, metha-
done and fentanyl, which is 50-100 times stronger than morphine and 
30-50 times stronger than heroin. Opioids aren’t the only prescription drugs 
that are controlled. Amphetamines and stimulants like Ritalin, Adderall and 
Dexedrine, are also controlled substances, as are benzodiazepine medicines 
for anxiety--like Valium and Ativan.
 How serious is the opioid crisis? Beginning in 1999, the rates of abuse 
of prescription drugs began to dramatically rise. By 2015, the United 
States Drug Enforcement Agency stated that prescription pain medication 
overdoses had reached “epidemic proportions.” The agency further stated 
that the number of people reporting abuse of controlled prescription drugs 
was “more than those reporting abuse of cocaine, heroin, methamphet-
amine, MDMA, and PCP combined.” This was an astounding statement! 
Astounding because we usually think illegal drugs are mainly responsible for 
overdose and abuse.
 Obviously, there is a place for controlled prescription drugs. Opioids in 
particular, are the best drugs we have to control pain. Cancer pain, burns, 
broken bones and post-surgical pain are examples of conditions that may 
require opioid use.

Some reasons we have a crisis:
1) Overprescribing of opioids began in the mid-2000’s, as doctors were 

encouraged to consider pain as the “fifth vital sign.”
2) Left-over pain medications that were kept, or “shared” with family and 

friends. Fifty percent of adults misusing controlled prescription drugs got 
them, or stole them, from friends or family. Ninety percent of opioid 
abusing teens obtained their drugs this way.

3) Pill mills, drug trafficking.
4) New uses for medications previously available only in the hospital, mak-

ing them more available to use and misuse.

 In 2017, several states began to enact legislation to help fight this serious 
problem. By April of that year, all states in the U.S. --including Georgia-- 
had enacted some sort of Prescription Drug Monitoring Program.
 Georgia’s Prescription Drug Monitoring Program (PDMP) includes 
a Data Bank. This means that every time your doctor prescribes certain 
controlled substances, he or she must check your name and prescribing 
data with the Georgia PDMP Data Base to see where you are obtaining 
your medications. Pharmacies are also required to enter your prescribing 
information into the data bank each time you obtain a prescription for 
scheduled drugs. This means your name will show up in the data bank with 
information about which pharmacy dispensed the medication, the doctor(s) 
who prescribed the medicine, and date it was obtained.
 On July 1, 2018, The Georgia PDMP became fully functional. Doctors 
must comply with regulations or have their licenses reviewed. If you are 
prescribed opioids or other controlled substances long-term, your doctor’s 
office is required to review your prescription information in the data bank 
every 90 days. 
   Exceptions to the 90-day surveillance are:

- Short term prescriptions: If the prescription is for less than a 
three-day supply, or was given following outpatient surgery 
or a short term problem, your doctor will not need to screen 
you every 90 days.

- If you are terminally ill or a cancer patient and require long-
term pain medications.

- Patients who are hospitalized or in a hospice or nursing 
home situation and are having their medication adminis-
tered to them in a controlled setting.

 If you are being prescribed scheduled drugs on a long-term 
basis, you will probably be asked by your doctor to provide a 
urine drug screen every 90 days before you can receive a new 
prescription for the drug. This information is entered into 
your chart and is protected by federal health care information 
privacy laws.
 Be a part of the solution instead of the problem by prop-
erly disposing of unused controlled prescription meds. Do 
not hold on to or hoard these drugs. They may be stolen and 
diverted for sale on the street or consumption by someone you 
know. If you are taking these meds long term, ask your doctor 
if there are alternatives. Your life will be much easier if you do 
not have to be drug tested every ninety days.

DeKalb Implements New Crime-Fighting Technology
With Nationwide Communications Network Dedicated to Public Safety

 The DeKalb County Office of Public Safety is one of the first large 
law enforcement jurisdictions in Georgia to join FirstNet – the nation-
wide public safety broadband network that gives first responders a reliable 
and highly secure connection to important information.
 The network is being built by AT&T in public-private partnership 
with the First Responder Network Authority (FirstNet), which was estab-
lished by Congress. The Middle Class Tax Relief and Job Creation Act of 
2012 created FirstNet as an independent authority within the National 
Telecommunications and 
Information Administration 
(NTIA) to provide emer-
gency responders the first 
nationwide, high-speed, 
broadband network dedi-
cated to public safety.
 The FirstNet network 
is transforming the way 
our public safety person-
nel communicate and share 
information. As a subscriber 
to FirstNet, DeKalb Public 
Safety agencies will use the system to share data and critical informa-
tion such as: criminal records, police database information, and visuals. 
Dispatch will be able to send high-definition video, photos, and maps to 
responders - rather than just sharing an address. While in route, ambu-
lances will be able to transmit high volume, real-time patient information. 
Plans, perimeters, and other data can be transmitted in real time. In short, 
members of the public will receive more efficient lifesaving services.
 DeKalb County first responders will also be able to maintain com-
munications, even when the network is congested, by using the Public 
Safety Broadband Network (PSBN) dedicated to public safety officials. 
FirstNet will complement DeKalb County’s recent technology upgrades 
such as the new E911 software system, which went live in April. Provided 
by TriTech Software Systems, the $8.8 million computer-aided dispatch 
system has improved how the county’s 911 center dispatches police, fire 
rescue, emergency medical services, Marshal’s Office and the Sheriff’s 
Department.
 DeKalb began migrating to the FirstNet broadband network platform 
in January 2018 with the DeKalb County Police Department becom-
ing the first police department in Georgia to subscribe to FirstNet. The 
county completed full implementation in July 2018 and is also working 
with its 12 municipalities on adopting FirstNet countywide.
 The DeKalb County Office of Public Safety is staffed by approxi-
mately 1,600 employees consisting of six departments: DeKalb County 
Police Department, DeKalb County Fire Rescue, DeKalb County Animal 
Services and Enforcement, DeKalb 911 Emergency Communications 
Center, DeKalb Emergency Management Agency and the DeKalb 
County Medical Examiner’s Office.

September, 2018
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NEWS YOU CAN USE 
By AvivA Hoffmann



Mountain Mums Announce Plans for New Club Year
 On Wednesday, August 8, the Mountain Mums Garden Club held its annual Meet 
& Greet at the lovely home and gardens of Mary Jacobson. The Mums brunched on 
fruit salad, a breakfast casserole and monkey bread prepared by hostesses Debbie Jones, 
Heather McLendon and Sally Young. The members were buzzing with summer news, 

garden successes or woes, and upcoming plans for 
this club year.
 New officers for the 2018 – 2019 year 
will be Lynn Malone, President; Rene` Boven, 
Vice President; Recording Secretary, Ann Purr; 
Corresponding Secretary, Beth Henson; Treasurer, 
Heather McLendon, and Parliamentarian, Cheri 
Schneider. The officers have been busy “sowing” 
plans and have a wheel barrel full of activities 
“planted” for the members.
 “Plant Smiles, Grow Laughter, Harvest 
Love” is this year’s theme. And, it’s perfect for the 
Mums, as the members are all about having fun 
and passing along joy while doing what the mem-
bers love to do: gardening/socializing! This year, 
the club will continue maintaining the Memory 

Garden Triangle, do Horticulture Therapy projects with residents at Brookside Stone 
Mountain, host the Walk to Remember, 
participate in The Yellow Daisy Festival 
Flower Show, host programs on a variety 
of topics related to gardens/birding/floral 
designs/and more, and take several field 
trips to area gardens/history centers/festi-
vals.
 The Mountain Mums Garden Club 
meets for brunch or lunch during the 
school year on the second Wednesday of 
each month. Meetings and programs are 
held in a members’ home starting at 9:45 
a.m. The club is made up of a diverse 
group of women garden enthusiasts, and is 
open to fellow gal gardeners.
 Dan Schadler of the National 
Chrysanthemum Society will present “Chrysanthemums: Gems of the Garden” – a subject 
that is near and dear to the club -- on Wednesday, September 12 in the home of Cheri 

Schneider of Millstone East. 
For additional information, 
please contact Membership 
Chair, Debbie Jones at (678) 
260-7806.

the great outdoors
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Wolves in Yellowstone, Deer in Smoke Rise
By Joel Gilbert, P.E. 
 The recent research demonstrating that wolves (the 
highest animals in the natural local habitats) are essen-
tial to the balance in that habitat is stunning. Deer 
seem so victimized by wolves. We have visions of 
Bambi, and our softer side then tries to protect these 
lovely critters.
  Here at the Gilbert house we have quite a different 
point of view. Yes, 
deer are pretty… but 
they love our Hosta 
plants and their 
flowers. As we walk 
around our garden, 
we see clumps of 
them neatly chewed 
to the ground.
  We have been 
told we can spray a repellant on them but will have to 
do that after every big rain. This summer, that would 
have meant spraying them about twice a week. I have 
read that you can plant things in the area that deer 
don’t like at all, like onions and peppers, but frankly 
that just won’t work. It is aggravating to watch this, 
but I do know it is the “rest of the story” when living 
in a rich habitat like we enjoy here in Smoke Rise.
  We should be proud of the fact that they are so 
comfortable visiting.
  On the humorous side, we have a mature male 
turkey who polices our entry road, stopping cars and 
pecking at their tires. You can scream, wave your arms, 
and do what you will, but he holds his ground. It is 
hilarious to see how he stops traffic. It doesn’t hap-
pen every day, and it doesn’t happen at the same time 
every day. But, it happens so often that he has become 
a talking point whenever we gather with our neigh-
bors. Funny.
  What this all tells me is that we do not understand 
our habitats as well as we should. They are much more 
complex than we like to assume. And, when we tinker 
with them, like trying to eliminate this or that because 
we think it is a problem, we are prone to find out that 
we simply do not understand the world as well as we 
should.
  Wolves are wolves … part of the natural bal-
ance. Deer eat Hosta plants. Don’t plant them if you 
don’t want them to be eaten. Living in a complex natu-
ral world lets us see things we don’t like along with all 
the beauty we enjoy.
  Walk humbly in it… we are only a very small part 
of it.

Prospective member, Rita Maloof is wel-
comed by Mountain Mums VP, Rene’ 
Boven at the Meet & Greet Social.

Mountain Mums August hostesses (L- R): Sally 
Young, Debbie Jones, Mary Jacobson and Heather 
McLendon.

Preferred Formats 
for Smoke Signal 

Submissions
When sending articles 
and photos to the Smoke 
Signal, articles should be 
sent in .doc or .docx format. 
Articles sent in .pdf format 
cannot be edited or changed 
in any way.  Ideally, pho-
tos and graphics should be 
submitted in .jpg or .pdf 
format. Thanks for helping 
us make your neighborhood 
paper the best it can be!

THE SMOKE SIGNAL
NEEDS A FEW 

VOLUNTEERS
FROM THE SMOKE RISE COMMUNITY

INTERESTED? 
EMAIL: staff@smokesignalnews.com
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All classified ads are limited to 20 words, with the Smoke Signal reserving the right to edit any copy. Ads 
are $15.00 per month, ($75.00 per six months if prepaid). Please submit by email a copy of ad to tigertax-
strack@att.net. Deadline is the 10th of each month. ADS NEED TO BE PREPAID. Checks should be made 
out to Smoke Signal and mailed to P.O. Box 763, Tucker, GA 30085. When submitting classified ads, please 
include your full name, address, and phone number. This information is for our records only! For classified 
ads, contact Harry Strack tigertaxstrack@att.net. 
For information on display (box) advertisements or flyer inserts, see contact information on page 2.

Classified Ads

The purpose of the Smoke Signal classifieds is to advertise goods and services to the community.

ATTENTION ADVERTISERS: All inquiries regarding advertising should be directed to: 
Classified and display ads: Harry Strack, tigertaxstrack@att.net. Flyers: Barbara Luton at barluton@aol.com.

Sharon’s  Cleaning -- Cleaning for 
15 years. Call for a free estimate and 
referrals. Cleaning to a sparkling clean 
house. Sharon Peeples 770-841-2149 
PartTime Personal Care Assistant(s) 
wanted. For more information,  please 
call Ashley at (770) 564 2388 or send 
email to ashmooster@gmail.com.

CENTRAL VACUUM SERVICES 
Installation Repair Maintenance 

 Licensed/Insured  
Residential/Commercial 
Over 20 years experience 

Call Steve at 770-630-1620 
www.CentralVacuumServices.com

A KICKIN’ & PICKIN’ ESTATE SALES 
We stage, price and sell your trea-
sures and offer liquidation and 
cleaning services.  Contact Rick 
Kicklighter at 678-234-6956.
SMOKE RISE LANDSCAPES 
Licensed/Insured. Design. Installation.  
Year-Round Maintenance. Weed 
Control/Fertilization.Drainage. 
Hardscaping. Irrigation Systems.  
Pinestraw. 404-556-2634

WINDOW CLEANING — 
Year-round detailed window  

cleaning by owner. Fully licensed, 
owner operated company.  

Call Paul at 678-516-7939 or visit 
AbsoluteWindowCleaning.net. 

WAGNON LANDSCAPE GROUP 
Residential, commercial, design and  
installation. Year-round mainte-
nance,  light tree work and cleanups. 
Licensed/insured SR resident with 
SR references.  770-381-3697. 
HANDYMAN INC.  has over 
225 clients in the SR community.  
Providing all your “homework” 
needs.   Logan Carlisle, owner and 
Handyman@ 770-235-3684.       
AFFORDABLE LAWN CARE 
Mowing, edging, pruning, trimming, 
etc. Reasonable, dependable, insured. 
Call Mark at 770-235-1231. 

Affordable Brick, Stone, Concrete 
& Asphalt Driveway Sealcoating 

Driveways, Retaining Walls, 
Walkways, Repairs & more.  

770-556-0011. Over 25 yrs exp. 
www.qms-atl.com 

EXCELLENT HOUSE CLEANING 
Providing professional cleaning ser-
vice at a reasonable price. References 
available upon request. Call Halida 
at 404-610-9056 
PETS, PAPERS & POSIES: I’ll 
care for them while you’re away. 
Smoke Rise resident 30+ years. 
Karen Bouchard, 404-472-7348 
petspapersandposies@gmail.com.
DOG BOARDING: Loving dog 
care. Small, selective, safe, fun. Your 
dog will be glad you went on vaca-
tion! Call 770-674-0680 or visit 
www.theshepherdsglen.com.
Experienced, Affordable, Licensed.

Metro Fireman: Quality Pressure 
Washing and Gutter Cleaning. A 

job done right by someone you can 
trust. Call Phillip Carlisle  

404-328-6595.
Computer giving you a headache? 
Trusted, on-site computer repair 

working within the  
Smoke Rise community.  

Call Terry at 678-827-6444 
APPRAISALS -- RESIDENTIAL 

AND COMMERCIAL  
Over 25 Years of Experience 

Consulting -- Pre-Listings -- Estates 
Smoke Rise Resident 

Call Marvin at 404-316-9614 
wooleym@comcast.net 

Need a professional pet sitter? Call  
Critter Sittin’ Sisters at 404-409-
3765. We make your pets smile! 

Furniture, 16ft. equipment trailer, 
9ft.x6ft. chain link gates, associated 

post and wire. power saws, etc. 
For appointment call Bob Knell 

770-921-5530.

(PLUMBER) 
Plumbing-Electrical-H.V.A.C 

Repairs-Replacement 
New Installation 

Family Owned and Operated 
38 yrs Experience 
Senior Discount 

Call Troy-770-256-8940
COMPUTER AND NETWORK 
SALES AND SERVICES –  
Trusted company working with 
local community since 1995. 
References available. Call 770-
979-1800 or visit www.thepclink.
com.
UPHOLSTERY AND TRIM 
Recover replace and repair uphol-
stery for auto, truck, motorcycle, 
boat, home, commercial and 
more. Call 770-465-0996 or visit 
www.freestyleupholstery.com.
PIANO TUNING & REPAIRS 
– Over 40 years of professional 
experience, contact Smoke Rise 
resident Steve Duncan at 770-414-
4766 or 1swd@att.net
LOCKSMITH SERVICES — 
Deadbolts installed, re-key, repair, 
reinforced strike plates & motion 
lights installed, door threshold & 
weatherstrip replacement. SR res/
SR ref, Rick 770-617-0466.

N.K. CONSTRUCTION 
Stucco, Stones, Blocks, Brick, Tile, 
Driveways, Roof, Room Additions, 

Decks, Walls/Fences, Painting.   
30 yrs. exp.   

Nick 678-791-9546 (cell)  
770-934-4148 (home)

COMPUTER AND NETWORK 
SALES AND SERVICES 

Trusted Company working with 
local community since 1995. 

References available. 
770-979-1800   

www.thepclink.com

Yellow Daisy Favorites
It is time for the Yellow Daisy Festival at Stone Mountain Park. 
A favorite food stop at the park is the GFWC Stone Mountain 
Woman’s Club homemade desserts tent. Your Smoke Rise neigh-
bors, who are members, have been baking for the four-day event. 
Here are some of the requested favorites. Come on by, say “hi” and 
buy a dessert.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Strawberry Cake
*1 box White Cake Mix (18.25 oz. is needed)
1 3-oz. package strawberry Jell-O
4 eggs
½ cup oil 
2/3 cup water
½ cup frozen strawberries - measured after thawing

 Beat four minutes on high. Bake at 360° for 30 minutes. Cake 
makes three thin layers. Recipe is doubled for a large Yellow Daisy 
cake. (Can bake in two 9-inch layers)

Frosting
½ cup frozen strawberries, drained 
1 stick margarine
1 box powdered sugar — More sugar may be needed for a thicker 
frosting

*Extender for smaller cake mixes—needed for some older recipes
1 ½ cups flour   1 cup sugar
2 teaspoons baking powder  ¼ teaspoon baking soda

Mix. Add 2 oz. of this to a 16.5 oz. cake mix to make an old 18.5 oz. 
cake mix. Keep in airtight container. Use as needed.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Heavenly Hash Cake
2 sticks butter   4 eggs
2 cups sugar   2 teaspoons vanilla
1 ½ cup self-rising flour   4 Tablespoons cocoa
1 ½ cup chopped pecans

 Do not use mixer. Melt butter. Beat eggs and add sugar and oil. 
Add melted butter and vanilla. Mix flour, cocoa and nuts. Add to the 
egg mixture. Bake at 350° for 35 minutes.

Frosting
1 package miniature marshmallows 
4 Tablespoons cocoa
1 box powdered sugar 
1 stick butter
¼ to ½ cup milk as needed for spreading consistency

 Remove cake from oven and immediately cover top with marsh-
mallows. Blend remaining ingredients and spread over marshmallows.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Good and Easy Cake
2 eggs beaten
2 cups all-purpose flour
½ teaspoon salt 
1 teaspoon soda
2 cups sugar 
1-teaspoon vanilla
1 20-oz. can crushed pineapple, undrained

 Mix all ingredients with a spoon. Pour into a sprayed 9 X 13 
pan. Bake at 350° for 40-45 minutes. Spread topping over cake while 
warm.

Topping
1 5-oz. can evaporated milk 
1 stick butter
1 cup sugar 
1 cup chopped pecans
1 ½ cups coconut 
1-teaspoon vanilla

 In saucepan, mix milk, butter and sugar. Cook about five min-
utes, stirring constantly. Stir in nuts and coconut. Spread over warm 
cake.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Carrot Cake
2 cups sugar    1 ½ cups oil
4 eggs     2 cups all purpose flour
2 teaspoons soda    1 teaspoon salt
2 teaspoons cinnamon   3 cups carrots, grated finely

 Combine sugar and oil. Add eggs one at a time. Sift together dry 
ingredients. Sift into sugar mixture. Mix well and add grated carrots. 
Bake in three 9-inch layer pans at 350° for 35 minutes.

Frosting
1 8-oz. package cream cheese 
2 sticks butter
1 box powdered sugar 
2 teaspoons vanilla
½ to 1 cup nuts (optional)

 Cream softened butter and cheese. Slowly add sugar. Blend well. 
Add vanilla and nuts. Add cream if needed for spreading consistency 
(sparingly). Put quite a bit between layers.

Other favorites are chocolate chip, oatmeal raisin and peanut butter 
cookies. Coconut pies and caramel cakes sell well. Anything choco-
late seems to be a hit!

–WANTED–
 We welcome human interest stories from members of the Smoke Rise community.

Do you know someone who quietly does good deeds 
or does something unusually interesting?

 We would love to publish these stories about our neighbors.
Send your stories and photos to staff@smokesignalnews.com


