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Welcome to the May addition of the CVSOA Newsletter.
There have been some changes in the positions of the
County Veteran Service Officer Association.

OFFICERS
President ……………………………………………………………………………..Tommy Maldonado
Vice President ……………………………………………………………………………..Robert Lowyns
Secretary……………………………………………………………………………….…………... Julie Rose
Treasurer ……………………………………………………………………………..…………..Alnita Whitt
Immediate Past President ………………………………………………..……………...Frank Strom
North VP………………………………………………………………………..……………..Tony Esterling
North East VP……………………………………………………………..……………...Rafael Santiago
North West VP…………………………………………………...……………..Beatrice Love-Moore
Central East VP…………………………………………………………………………………..Ed Burford
Central West VP………………………………………..………………………………..Carlos Gonzalez
South VP…………………………………………………………………………………………. Terry Keene
Chaplin ……………………………………………………………………………………….Denise Williams
Training Coordinator………………………………………………………………….Carlos Gonzalez
Sargent at Arms ……………………………………………………………………………….Steve Garcia
Newsletter Editor …………………………………………………………………… Kim Smith Davis

Nominations
It’s the time of year to make selections for our representatives. As of April
6, 2017, the nominations are Tommie Maldonado as President, Alnita
Whitt as Treasurer and Kim Smith (now Davis) Area VP North East.
CVSOA News– GOLF Opportunity
If anyone is interested in joining Tommie Maldonado in the golf outing on Sunday May 7th before the conference starts, please let Robert
E. Lowens or Julie Rose know by April 7th so that we can schedule
Tee Times. Here is their website if anyone wants to check it out.
http://www.chichi.org/golf-course
Recipe of the Season
Jalapeño Poppers
With Summer coming, there will likely be an abundance of fun gatherings
where yummy finger food is desired. If you’ve not tried it before, this is a
simple recipe sure to be enjoyed by many. Needed items, jalapenos, cream
cheese and bacon. Also needed are thin rubber gloves, a cookie sheet and if
possible, a small rack to lift the poppers above the cookie sheet when cooking.
First wash the jalapeños. Then ensure you wear the gloves when working with them and no matter
how much your nose itches or your eyes need to be touched, DO NOT TOUCH YOUR FACE or any
other part of your body while working with these. Slice off the stem, slice them in half the long way
and clean out the seeds. Wash them out and place them in a bowl. Get them all done and you are
ready for the next step. Slice the bacon back in half so you have all half slices of bacon. Fill the Jalapeños with cream cheese, wrap them in the bacon and place each on the cookie sheet (on the rack if
you have it) Once you’ve made all you chose to, they need to be placed in a 350 degree oven until
the bacon looks cooked. This should be about 20 minutes, longer if you’d prefer crunchier bacon.
If you like hot, don’t wash them out all the way and you can breath fire while eating them. If you
wash them out they have a wonderful flavor and are not too hot for most people. Enjoy!
Note from the Editor
I welcome input from all CVSO’s. If you have information that your colleagues would appreciate to help
them serve the veteran community or best practices or news that would be appreciated by those reading it,
please feel free to send it to me and I will consider it for the newsletter.
Kim E Davis (USN,FLARNG)
Director- Alachua County Veteran Services
Editor CVSOA

A Letter from our CVSOA President
It’s hard to believe that it has been a year since being elected as the Association President. Much has happened since then. I have had meetings
with both Dan Anderson the DAV supervisor and Jason the VFW supervisor about maintaining our accreditations with their organizations. The
short story is, we have a plan to get it fixed and we will be discussing
this during the general membership meeting and voting on it. One thing
I can tell you is it looks like we may be testing twice a year, one for
FDVA and American Legion and the other for DAV and VFW. I am still
working to try to keep it just once a year.
I have been invited to the first ever Regional Leadership Summit hosted by the National Association of County Veteran Service Officers. The Summit is for all the State, County Associations, VA regional leadership and select Non-Profit organizations. I will report what come of it
at our general membership meeting.
I would like to thank the Committees that have been meeting these last six months and I look
forward to hearing the committee report during the E-board meeting. Unfortunately, the ByLaws Committee did not finish in time to vote on proposed changes at the conference but we
will present the information now and conduct a vote during the October conference.
I know we are all very busy conducting the business of our Counties, but we really need to
make sure that we all do our part for the Association, whether you are an elected, appointed
or general member. CVSOA can only be as good as the time we put in to it. We are still receiving request for the conference package just weeks before the conference. We need to make sure
that everyone gets the package on time. So those that want to and can come to the conference
can do so.
Finally, I will leave you with this. Throughout the year, Florida Veterans Foundation has sent
request for information to provide some assistance to the people we serve. During the Holiday
season, Aspen Dental sent a request to the Florida Veterans Foundation to provide names of
families that could use assistance during the holidays. Aspen Dental has clinics throughout
Florida and they have many office in almost every County that wanted to help at least one
family during the holidays and some of the Clinic’s wanted to help as many 4 families. Florida
Veterans Foundation reached out to the CVSOA to provide those names, since we are the one
that would know our county’s needs. If you did provide the names, I thank you. For those that
did not, you missed a great opportunity to make a difference in a Veteran’s time of need. Aspen Dental did a tremendous job in Orange County, see the Treasurers report and the picture
of the gifts given to one of our families.
I look forward to seeing you all at the conference on May. Don’t forget we need everyone 5
bullet comments for our legislative representative to take to Tallahassee. Bring then with you
to the conference or you can email them to your area VPs.
Tommie Maldonado
President CVSOA

A note from the Secretary………….

As we have been working on the upcoming May Training Conference,
we have noticed there are a lot of questions regarding the conference
package. Here is the run down on how the packages are compiled and
sent out. The draft agenda has to be approved by both the CVSOA President and the FDVA. Once the agenda is complete, I updated the addition
forms and documents needed in the package. When everything has been approved by the President, I email the package to all the Area VP’s. The VP’s then email it to their respective districts. I
have been getting a lot of feedback that there is a disconnect though and this is where I would
like you all to step up and communicate with your VP’s to make sure that they have the correct
email addresses for your counties. If the package needs to go to an office manager that is not a
CVSO please let them know as well. This would greatly help our leadership.
I also wanted to mention for those of us that have been in the business awhile, if we are three
months out from the conference and you haven’t received a package please call me. Don’t wait
till the last minute, it’s very difficult playing the shuffle game with the hotel.
The CVSOA is a wonderful organization and I believe one of the biggest assets that a Veteran can
have, but there is ALWAYS room for improvement. Communication within our group is one area we all can work on together.
Please feel free to give me a call or email if you have any questions or comments. I look forward
to see you all in May.

Sincerely,
Julie Rose
CVSOA Secretary – Levy County Veterans Service Office

A Message from the Treasurer
Greetings to All
I hope you all are filled with much joy and gladness. It is a pleasure to
serve as CVSOA Treasurer. I am happy to inform you that the state of
the Association is in good standing financially. Over the past two
months we’ve been receiving registration and dues for the upcoming
May 2017 Conference. To speed up the registration process during the
conference, you are encouraged to send your payments to me in advance.
We seem to be having trouble with some of the counties getting the conference packets in
time. I ask that the Area VPs please ensure that your counties are getting this information as
soon as it is made available to you.
I would also like to send thanks to those who participated in the Delta Dental Christmas Event
back in December 2016. The request was sent out by the Florida Veterans Foundation on behalf of Delta Dental. I submitted the names of two veterans and their children and both families received gifts. I have attached a picture of the gifts received by one family. The veteran
was so excited that her kids got everything she asked for and more.

I can only hope that if given another opportunity this year, many more names of veterans and
their children will be submitted. Kudos to those who did participate!
I look forward to seeing you all in May. Until then……………….

Alnita J. Whitt
Veterans Counselor
Orange County Veterans Services

New Veteran Services Officers
Welcome to the CVSOA!!!
Polk County has two new Veteran Service Officers. James Williams, Retired Navy Chief Petty Officer and Timothy Brown, Retired Army Sergeant First Class.
James Williams, a native of Fort Myers, FL, enlisted in the U.S. Navy in September 1994. Following completion of basic training at Recruit Training Command
Orlando, Florida, he reported to USS Denver LPD-9, where he served as a deck
seaman for three years. From the USS Denver, James qualified for the Naval Intelligence “A” school, and went on to become a Naval Intelligence Specialist. Serving as a Naval Intel Specialist over the next 18 years, he reached the rank
of Chief Petty Officer and served two tours in Iraq and one tour in Afghanistan. He also served at the following traditional Naval Commands: USS Harry S
Truman, Joint Intelligence Center Pacific, Naval Special Warfare Unit Three, USS Dwight D. Eisenhower, USS Carl D. Vinson, USS Mustin, United States Southern Command, and United States
Central Command. James retired from the United States Navy at United States Central Command in December 2014. While tackling his duty station assignments, James also completed an
Associates of Science in Computer Science, Bachelor of Science in Business Management and a
Master’s of Science in Administration. James currently works at Polk County Veteran Services in
Bartow as a Veteran Service Officer. He now resides in Valrico Fl, with his significant other Melissa and his daughter Nyjah.
Timothy Brown was born in Nashville, Tennessee but raised in Lakeland,
Florida. He joined the Florida Army National Guard on November 11,
1988, completing basic and advanced individual training at Fort Jackson,
South Carolina as a Human Resources Specialist. Timothy served parttime with the Florida Army National Guard until selected to go full-time
with the National Guard under the Active Guard Reserve program in May
1990. Timothy served the next 26 years of service in support of the State of
Florida and the nation. He has deployed to Afghanistan (2005) in support
of Operation Enduring Freedom and again to Kuwait (2010) in support of
Operation New Dawn. Timothy has served in every enlisted position
within the Human Resources arena from Clerk Typist to a Brigade Senior Human Resource Sergeant. He retired from active military service in October 2016 after serving a total of 28 years of
service. Timothy currently works as a Veterans Service Officer in Polk County, helping Veterans
file for their well-deserved benefits from the Veterans Administration. Timothy is married to
Ruth, a stay at home mom and grandmother. They are blessed with three adult children and one
grandchild.

Farewell to two of our own.
It is with a sad heart that I must write this page about two of our friends and colleagues.
David Rockow “ Rock, Veteran Service Officer from Port Charlotte and Elizabeth D. "Betsy"
Grinslade, Veteran Service Officer from Okeechobee. Since our last training, we lost two good
people who devoted their careers to serving others. Below are their
obituaries. They will be missed.
David "Rock" Rockow, 56, of Port Charlotte passed away February
17, 2017 in New Orleans, LA. He was the son of James P. and Mary R.
Rockow, born June 17, 1960 in Medina, OH. Rock served as a Paratrooper in the 82nd Airborne in 1978, and upon returning he reenlisted as the US Army recruiter for another 23 years. Rock moved to
Florida in 2005 and continued being very active in the local veteran's
community as well as being a County Veteran Service Officer until he
retired. He devoted endless times to many civil and military organizations.
Rock volunteered at the Florida International Air Show for nine years. He was known as the
"Iceman". He was part of the Douglas Jacobsen Veterans Appreciation Committee. Rock was an
avid biker and rode with the SRD group. He always said "I don't need a therapist, I have a motorcycle!" and letting the wind blow his troubles away.
Rock married the love of his life Kelly on July 4, 2015. They were able to experience a full life of
fun and adventure traveling together in just a few short years.
He will be greatly missed by his wife, Kelly; sons, Ryan (Joy) Rockow; Benjamin Rockow and
Jonathan Rockow; step-children, Joshua Puterbaugh, Chad Puterbaugh, Taylor Welch and Morgan Welch; 3 precious Grandchildren; brother, Gary A. (Laura) Rockow; numerous nieces, nephews, cousins; in-laws and a list of friends too numerous to count.
Elizabeth "Betsy" D. Grinslade, daughter of Norman Mullinix and Wilma
Jean Pruitt Mullinix. She came into this world on Feb. 23, 1958, in Lebanon, Mo. and departed this life on Apr. 12, 2017. On Feb. 16, 1979, she
married her best friend Calvin Demont Grinslade. They enjoyed 38 faithful years of marriage. Betsy led a full life. She spent 18 years proudly serving her country in the United States Airforce, and completed a tour to
Saudi Arabia during the Gulf War in Operation Desert Shield/Desert
Storm. Her last station was at Cannon Airforce Base, Clovis, N.M., where
she enjoyed being the Resource Protection Officer. She retired from the
Airforce in 1994. In 1999, just a year after moving to Okeechobee, Betsy
took on the role of the Okeechobee County Veteran Service Officer. She truly loved her job helping fellow veterans and those in active duty. Although she wore many hats, the ones she enjoyed
most was being a wife, mother and especially a grandmother.Survived by: husband, Calvin
Demont Grinslade; daughters, Jessica Rae Grinslade and Rachel Lynn Grinslade Belleville;
grandchildren, Lillian Jean Grinslade, Delilah Ann Belleville, and Cullen Finn Tarner; and brother, Parrish Norman Mullinix.

Escambia County FL News
On March 29th, National Vietnam War Veterans Day, the Veterans Memorial Park in Pensacola Florida received grant funds to add additional names to the wall. The ceremony to honor
the new additions will be presented on Sunday, Memorial Day Weekend May of 2017.
“Tonight I'm proud to sign S. 305, which encourages the display of the U.S. flag on National Vietnam War Veterans Day tomorrow, March 29th.”
— President Trump (@POTUS) March 29, 2017
Although some American troops remained in Vietnam until the fall of Saigon, the last combat
soldiers choppered out on March 29, 1973.
If Toomey’s bill is signed by President Trump, March 29 of each year will be designated as Vietnam Veterans Recognition Day…
Submitted through Beatrice Love Moore by Marvin Merillat, Veteran Service Officer Escambia
County.

Photos from last CVSOA final dinner

If you would like to submit something to the CVSOA Newsletter
please send your request to
Kim Davis
kismith@alachuacounty.us
and Ill be happy to consider it for submission.

