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Epiphany 5

The funny thing about a single candle
is that when placed in the right position,
it has enough light to lighten an entire
room. Our Gospel today likens the
person and work of Jesus as the light
of the world, so that all those who can
see it, can understand its power.

We would not hide that light under
some obstruction and still expect the
same results. Instead, we would raise
it to an even better location to be sure

that it would illuminate everything.

Our work of sharing the story of Jesus is just like that. The old song lyric, “hide in
under a bushel, No!” only works when we actually let that light shine in and through
each of us. Our work is to bear witness to the light of Christ, in a manner consistent
with its original purpose....to light a path of salvation for the entire world to see.

Yet we also are reminded that it is not just something to look at. We need to
believe in it, take it to heart, and live according to its tenants. This is not just
something we talk about, but really it is more about the actions and completions of
those actions that illustrations will simply cannot do alone It is up to us to believe
and then take action on those beliefs.

Pastor Jonathon Kosec

GATHERING PRAYER

Lord Jesus, we claim you as our Lord and Savior and we begin this morning with
our prayers to proclaim your light to the entire world. This is a daunting task that
we cannot do all on our own, so we would pray that you send the Holy Spirit to
help us first recognize our role in all of this, and then secondly to act and complete
our responsibilities to make your Light shine throughout the world. Guide us, bless
us, and keep us as we gather this day in your most Holy name we pray, Amen.
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OUR WORSHIP TODAY
GATHERING AND MEDITATION TIME

Pre-Service Music
Welcome and Announcements

CONFESSIONAL PRAYER

As we celebrate this Epiphany season, we are reminded of the revelation of Jesus
Christ to the entire world through a variety of methods and many people. In our
time and place, we forget what Christ has done for us, and at times, we lose our
way and pick really terrible alternatives. Recognizing this weakness in our spirit,
we pause to offer our confession this day:

Most merciful God, we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by the
things we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen

ABSOLUTION

Pastor: Almighty God, in His mercy, has given His Son to die for us, and for His
sake, and by His promise, forgives us all our sin. Therefore on His behalf, | forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Go
and sin no more, that the rest of your life might be pure and holy and modeled after
our Lord Jesus in all we say and all we do, we pray in His Holy Name, Amen.

HYMN 301 Take My Life 1,3,6

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY (Unison): Lord God, with endless mercy you
receive the prayers of all who call upon you. By your Spirit show us the things
we ought to do, and give us the grace and power to do them, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Alleluia. Jesus says, | am the light of the world; whoever follows me will have
the light of life. Alleluia.
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THE FIRST LESSON:Isaiah 58:1-9a New Living Translation (NLT)

“Shout with the voice of a trumpet blast.  Shout aloud! Don’t be timid. Tell my
people Israel of their sins! Yet they act so pious! They come to the Temple every
day and seem delighted to learn all about me. They act like a righteous nation that
would never abandon the laws of its God.

They ask me to take action on their behalf, pretending they want to be near me.
‘We have fasted before you!’ they say. ‘Why aren’t you impressed? We have
been very hard on ourselves, and you don’t even notice it!’ “I will tell you why!” |
respond. “It's because you are fasting to please yourselves. Even while you fast,
you keep oppressing your workers. What good is fasting when you keep on
fighting and quarreling? This kind of fasting will never get you anywhere with me.

You humble yourselves by going through the motions of penance, bowing your
heads like reeds bending in the wind. You dress in burlap and cover yourselves
with ashes. Is this what you call fasting? Do you really think this will please the
Lord? “No, this is the kind of fasting | want: Free those who are wrongly
imprisoned; lighten the burden of those who work for you. Let the oppressed go
free, and remove the chains that bind people.

Share your food with the hungry, and give shelter to the homeless. Give clothes to
those who need them, “Then your salvation will come like the dawn, and your
wounds will quickly heal. Your godliness will lead you forward, Then when you call,
the Lord will answer. ‘Yes, | am here,’ he will quickly reply.

THE SECOND LESSON :1 Corinthians 2:1-9 New Living Translation (NLT)

When | first came to you, dear brothers and sisters, | didn’t use lofty words and
impressive wisdom to tell you God’s secret plan. For | decided that while | was
with you | would forget everything except Jesus Christ, the one who was crucified.
| came to you in weakness—timid and trembling. And my message and my
preaching were very plain. Rather than using clever and persuasive speeches, |
relied only on the power of the Holy Spirit. | did this so you would trust not in
human wisdom but in the power of God.

Yet when | am among mature believers, | do speak with words of wisdom, but not
the kind of wisdom that belongs to this world or to the rulers of this world, who are
soon forgotten. No, the wisdom we speak of is the mystery of God —his plan that
was previously hidden, even though he made it for our ultimate glory before the
world began. But the rulers of this world have not understood it; if they had, they
would not have crucified our glorious Lord. That is what the Scriptures mean when
they say, “No eye has seen, no ear has heard, and no mind has imagined what
God has prepared for those who love him.”
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THE HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 5:13-20 New Living Translation (NLT)

“You are the salt of the earth. But what good is salt if it has lost its flavor? Can you make
it salty again? It will be thrown out and trampled underfoot as worthless.

“You are the light of the world—like a city on a hilltop that cannot be hidden. No one
lights a lamp and then puts it under a basket. Instead, a lamp is placed on a stand,
where it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your good deeds
shine out for all to see, so that everyone will praise your heavenly Father.

“‘Don’t misunderstand why | have come. | did not come to abolish the law of Moses or
the writings of the prophets. No, | came to accomplish their purpose. | tell you the truth,
until heaven and earth disappear, not even the smallest detail of God’s law will
disappear until its purpose is achieved. So if you ignore the least commandment and
teach others to do the same, you will be called the least in the Kingdom of Heaven. But
anyone who obeys God’s laws and teaches them will be called great in the Kingdom of
Heaven.

“‘But | warn you—unless your righteousness is better than the righteousness of the
teachers of religious law and the Pharisees, you will never enter the Kingdom of
Heaven! remember, the ancient prophets were persecuted in the same way.

The Gospel of our Lord.
PRAISE TO YOU, O CHRIST.

SERMON Pastor Tony Alonzo
SERMON HYMN: 293 Just As | Am 1,3,6

OUR CONFESSION OF FAITH: The Apostles Creed (C)

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. |
believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the
third day He rose again. He ascended into heaven, he is seated at the
right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the
dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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THE OFFERING:
After the consecration of the Offering, we will sing the Doxology:

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, Praise him, all creatures here
below, Praise him above, Ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost.

THE PREPARATION OF THE TABLE
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
-PRAYERS OF PRAISE, WORDS OF INSTITUTION,LORD’S PRAYER
THE DISTRIBUTION
THE COMMUNION BLESSING

HYMN 446 O Jesus, | Have Promised 1,2,4
THE BENEDICTION & THE DISMISSAL

P. Go in peace! Serve the Lord!
C. Thanks be to God

+ + + + + + + + + + + o+ o+ + o+ o+ o+
WELCOME TO OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN! Thank you for joining us as we worship
our Risen Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! We are happy you are here! Please take
a moment to turn your Cell Phone or other devices to mute, so they do not go off
during the service and become disruptive. We appreciate your help to this regard.
And thanks again for being here with us this morning!

IN OUR PRAYERS: We take time during our service to offer petitions for the prayer
needs of ourselves, our families, our friends, and the world. Please give those
requests to Pastor at the beginning portion of the service so they can be included in
our prayers during worship today.

SPECIAL THANKS TO PASTOR TONY as he covers for Pastor Jon this week who
is celebrating a late Christmas in New York with his family.

OUR NEXT BIBLE STUDY will be held on Wednesday, February 15 , 2017, at
10:00 AM. Please take the time to join us as we dig further into the Word of God
with the continuation of our study on Romans.
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