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Are You a Warrior?

As much as children need love from a dad, they also need a dad who is a warrior, involved in the battles they face every day. I recently read a devotional from Crosswalk and here is how it goes:

At the Olympics in Barcelona there was a particular moment I saw of a father-son scene. 

Derek Redmond of Great Britain had trained for the Olympic 400-meter run for years. After the Seoul Olympics, he had five operations on both Achilles’ tendons, but he bounced back. Now he was running well, and competing in the Olympic semifinals. 

Halfway around the track, however, Derek’s right hamstring gave way. He fell to the track, sprawled across the fifth lane. The television cameras focused on defending Olympic champion Steve Lewis as he won the race and headed toward the tunnel. 

Then, suddenly, Derek got to his feet and began hobbling around the track. He was determined to finish the race. 

Derek’s dad, Jim Redmond, sitting high in the stands at Olympic Stadium, saw his son collapse. The 49-year-old machine shop owner from Northampton, England, ran down the steps and onto the track. All he knew was his son needed help. 

The crowd realized that Derek Redmond was running the race of his life. Around the stands, and around the world, fans stood and honored him with cheers. At the final turn, Jim Redmond caught up to his son and put his arm around him. When Derek saw who it was, he leaned on his dad’s right shoulder and sobbed. An usher attempted to intercede and escort Jim Redmond off the track, but his efforts were futile. 

They crossed the finish line, father and son, arm in arm. 

I think many of us have seen the father who had a son who was a victim of a neuromuscular disease and he participated in a triathlon.  The clip showed the dad swimming with his son on a raft, biking with a side carrier and running holding him.  It was an amazing story of a dad making sure his son participated in as many things as possible.  Much like the story above, it was an incredible story of a father loving his son.

 As I thought about that, I questioned myself if I was a warrior for my two sons.  Hum? Just what is a warrior for your son or daughter?

I think in simple terms a warrior means that I will be a provider and protector for them.  I   will honor them, respect them, love them, defend them and be the one that they can turn to for any problems without reservations.  I will be there defender.  That means that I will arm them with important information regarding the characteristics of a great man or woman that I desire for them to be. I will give them information of how to protect their bodies from diseases –that means no sex until they are married.  If that is “blown”, I will arm them with information to renew their virginity and how to sexually protect themselves.  I will teach them about honor, integrity and truth.  You see, IF I am a warrior, I must arm them with the correct battle tools to be smart and safe.  

My generation grew up understanding the literal meaning of “being a warrior” and that was a fighter.  No question: I will fight for my boys.  I will do anything within my power to fight for them and defend them.  I will go to all ends of the earth to do so.  But being a warrior also means to build a fort of protection around them through prayer and giving them smart information for them to make correct decisions.  I will be a crusader for them in helping them meet their goals or dreams.  In my mind, this is being a warrior.

So, the question for you: Are you a Warrior?  Are you around you kids long enough to be a warrior?  Are you giving them YOU and YOUR TIME?  Are you a part-time dead due to being a divorced dad?  That doesn’t mean you cannot be their warrior.  The best warrior is sometimes the dad who is constantly on his knees praying his kids through thick and thin even when he is away from them.
If you and I as dads will become involved that heroically in the lives of our children, we will be successful as men. 
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