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OAnd | et us consider
up one another to love and good

works, not neglecting to meet to-

gether as is the habit of some, but
encouraging one another, and all

the more as you see the Day

dr awi ng rléehrews ©0:24 -25

Can | let you in on some perennial
conversations | have with people? One frequently comes up
during premarital counseling, as part of one session | always
include for us to talk about God. Generally speaking, | open the
session by simply asking the couple to tell to one another what

it Iis they believe. More often
church folks, one or the other o
believe in God. 6 They may then

God in one way or another, but that statement is the one |

focus on. | remind them of what they had said, and then point

out that James 2:19 tells us that the demons believe in God,
tooébut that they tremble. We, o
blandly, almost as if we are doing God a favor by choosing to
believe in him! This leads to a conversation about the fact that
simply obelieving in God, 6 isndt
assurance of salvation.

There is another statement that often comes up in those

sessions and el sewhere (one | dm
a number of wvariations, but gene
believe you have to go to church

think that is a statement worth challenging, even though it
contains a kernel of truth. My response to that one goes
something like this:

oWell, therebds truth to that. Ho
makes sense. Suppose | told you that | was a fan of the

Nebraska Cornhuskers, | etds pl ay
might then ask me how many games | made it to last

year. o00Oh, none, | dondt go to t
fan. 06 You continue, o0Okay, | get
watch on television or |isten to
ONope, | donoét do either of thos
really watch the games. 6 00h, yo
about them in the papers and spo
did you think about their record



(Continued from pagel)

0l dondét Kknow, Il dondt really keep up on
mi ght then ask, oWell, okayéso who are y¢«
reply, ol have no idea, | donoét really ki
pl ayers are, but 1 0m a I G fan! 6 | suspec
by this point you would walk away shaking your head, wondering what

in the world it means to me to obe a Corr
even a part of the program in any way, shape or form. Can | really be a

big Cornhuskers fan i f 1 dm not engaged? \
be a Christian without being part of a ct
Well, let me acknowledge, lest there be any misunderstanding, one becomes a
Christian through personally committing ¢
accepts his sacrifice for our sins on the cross receiving forgiveness and eternal

|l ife. And church 1 sndét everything, as sot
doesndt make someone a Christian any mor ¢
them a car! 6 The key phrase, though, is <

makes no sense to give our hearts and lives to Jesus, and then think it is
appropriate for us to be in charge and continue to live however we want.

We come to God on HIS terms, not our own, including the issue of church.

The church was GodOo6GBodads aiahatdeachesnus that we
are not to forsake assembling together (1
upon the confession of faith he would build a bunch of individual believers,

but that, oUpon t hmyshurch'ck (I MamittHewuld)d GC
for believers to come together as a CHURCH.

There is another fallacy in the comment,
Christian, 6 or, as is often said, o0l <can
church. 6 This fal |l acy-chneesdnese of thestaternenth t h e
Several times in scripture we are told that we are part of the body of Christ,

that each one has gifts, and one is an eye while another is an ear and that we

are to be using our gifts to build one another up. So if there is a Christian out

there who is not involved in a church, ¢ttt
obedient in using whatever spiritual gift God gives them to build up others in

the body, because they are absent! It also means somewhere there is a church
missing an eye or an ear, and somebody at that church who is missing out on

the benefits of that personds God ordai
YOU can be a Christian and get to heaven without going to church. It is also
about whether you are fulfilling your role in the body of Christ and in the lives
of your fellow believers, and whether you are following Christ the way

says we need to do it, rather than your own way. And in these things,
ultimately, 1 ®dm not the one such a
have to explain their oObetter ideao
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Granted, churches h

and

ebut those things a
oOoLone Ranger o6 Chri st
How can such a person follow the
command to love their fellow

Christians, to forgive one another, to

be forbearing of one another or to

build one another up if that person

Il sndédt around to do s

technically true that you can be a
Christian without going to church, it

IS not a scriptural perspective at all.

In fact, | suspect if someone had asked
Peter or Paul about it, they would have
just looked back dumbfounded and

asked, oWhat do you
part of what being a Christian is all
about, thatdos part D
Don 6t you r ealHAlZE#,
go to church to be a Christian, you

GETto be part of the church  BECAUSE
you are a Christian!

| have never forgotten a little soliloquy
| heard many years ago from Roger
Breland, | eader
At the end of his speech, he simply
stated, O0The church
problems, my friend, is still the best
thing that ever happened to this old
worl d. 6 Not only
part of a church, just as the
Cornhuskers need fans to fill the
stands with red and cheer the team
on, Goddos c¢ hWaQUctdhhben e ¢
part of its ministr
better than being a Husker fan!!!
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| hope to see YOU in worship!
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In Memory Of

TRUSTED®® report included basement renovati
ArIeHERaaSCh GerryEcker[ tﬂe parionage, and the patio fence will be i
. The tuc
Age 84 Ji Il ®oshepe ,5inting and repair of the west side of the
Passed away onPassed away work is complete. 6 spaces are available for
May 28, 2017 June 15, 201 compl ex The |ighted sign is not working. Th
nursery door threshold wild.l be repaired. Pai
I wi || be done.
DenlseDepue ThankyousomU( Don suggested the Catholic Kids remove the w
Age 52 n 3rd floor rooms. We will tear out the existi
Passed awa or laveebsemrreewel vemhef oAp fglhiea ndcCeFsr ehnaovret bRaeyws pur c
2017 y tOEﬂNHyOHG\N 0 t&ndoamepor anpgoMemorilbé pamki gae neededdd 00A. BB
he|pedmakeVBj tuary fans and speaker sy&temmmiwttbebsuggeshb
Bl essed are those who mourn, for C for the sanctuary remodel The smal.l bus wi l
SUChaHUGE staff payroll will be twice a month.

Dear FBC Family! Sent: Wednesday, PASTOR RI CHIA®RMDs to go to the Mission Exper.i
Thank you so much for May 31, 2017 7:48 AM SUCCGSS”! Nola is going to the Biennual the end of Jun
your kind words, thoughts i ] ) . . reach in the JCFr @&mobaty .PaRaks toonr FRaitchhearr d wi | |
and prayers, cards, food My first Baptist family, KYeWCI )< Wednesday evenings in July. He recommended w

items, memorial gifts, and | want to thank you for bration Don closed with prayer.

especially the memories of
mom that you shared with
us. We candt
traveling through the
valley of the shadow of
death without a church
family for support.

With Christds
love,
Mike & Lynda Raasch
(and family)

all . .
your prayers, cards, and »919”9 it without yol
thoughts as | again fight

| gothdiotit with cancer. |l

feel so blessed to be ableGdristian Educatic «
call you family. Thank you

again for your support.
e W@uld iappreciate contin
prayers.
In Christ Love,
Denise Depue

ThFWWBYSTNERSsh afternoon

decorating Thursday
Thankyou’ The next regular meeting will be Ju
children. They plan to send out cards I|i ke
Respectfully Su
Dorothy Charl eston,
No adul t cl ass was held on the 14t h
Sharlie Annto bring side dishes and desserts. Il nvitations
Born June 15’reparations for the school year . They are cont
8:57pm
6l bs6oz 19 inc
Parent s: Li sa
Scott FUIIeenovation account $787.92. The account has $41
Gr andma:
Leol a Armstr



