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*******************************************************************************************************
Fellow Society Members,
We have made it through another winter and the weather is great for going out and searching
through the cemeteries and the local court houses. We hope that you will take advantage and then share
it with us so that we can share with all our members. We need your input, so please share!!!
Have you considered giving someone a birthday gift/or Mother’s Day, Father’s Day or Christmas gift
of a membership? If they are involved in genealogy they will love it and if not, well now might be the time
to get them involved. Remember that without your memberships, our society would be required to close
down the library and possibly the society itself. Let’s NOT let that happen.
Reminder that if you have not yet done so, we need you to pay your 2016 dues. Please remember
that we have managed to keep the dues at $25.00 as long as you can receive your newsletter by e-mail. If
you don’t have e-mail capability or simply want a hard copy of the newsletter, we request that you pay an
extra $10.00 (total of $35.00) to cover the costs of printing and mailing. We are very pleased to be able to
continue to support you and look forward to doing so for a long time in the future. However, to make the
newsletter better for you and your needs, please let us know what you would like to see in it.
********************************************************************************************************
PASSWORDS
Effective 15 April 2016 our new username and password on our Members only page will be:
Username: Joe Password: Byrd
For access to our www.madisongenealogy.tribalpages.com use OakRidge.
*********************************************************************************************************
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**********Black Sheep Ancestors**********
In almost every family tree there will be a
black sheep ancestor. You can’t just shun these
relatives or pretend they do not exist. In fact,
these can be fun relatives to research and most
genealogists love them.
“Most of us have mostly farmers and
preachers in our ancestry. Although we love
them, they can be a mite bit boring. Doesn’t it get
your heart going a little faster when you start
hunting that black sheep? What if they committed
one or more crimes?
Most of us are thrilled to have prisoners to
research. Why? Because they create records. Not
only can you find newspaper clippings of the
crimes committed, but you can also locate prison
records. These prison records can provide
information that you won’t find on your average
citizen. They include such things as photographs
of the criminal, the county of sentencing, their
age, height, colorations, tattoos and scars. Prison
records not only show the facts, but also show
what kind of prisoner your ancestor was. With
many prisons you can find letters received while
your ancestor was incarcerated. These letters will
give you an idea of their lives, what kind of
prisoner they were. Not only do you find out
about their crimes, you can find personality traits,
what they struggled with and why. Some records
will go into great details like whether or not they
could read; or if they had any talents such as
fiddling. A warden’s record will give you tons of
information.
You can find prison indexes online at
Ancestry.com or FamilySearch online. You may
also find some records and images online at
Archives.gov or at the Library of Congress.
State Prisons are a great resource and are run
by the State Corrections Departments. There is a
wide variation in what may be available state to
state. Many historical records have been moved to
the state archives or the state historical society. In
every state you can get current inmate lists
online.
Cyndi’s list is also a source for online prison
records. About.com genealogy has hotlinks with
state records that have been digitized. County
jails are a good place to start research. This is
where you find short term prisoners for minor
offenses of pending trial. Not everyone who
served time was a criminal. Some people were
jailed for not paying a bill. The records will still be
at the county courthouse.
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This kind of detailed information so easily
obtained may make you wish all of your ancestors
had gone to prison.
[https://familysearch.org/blog/en/black-sheepancestors/]
****Was Your Ancestor a Black Sheep?****
What if you found out you had a Civil War
ancestor who, perhaps suffering from posttraumatic stress disorder, shot and killed his wife
years after the war? A very sad story
These discoveries can be unsettling, even
when family rumors hint that something bad
happened. On the other hand, genealogists often
relish having ancestors who committed less
heinous crimes—maybe horse thievery or
bootlegging—because that means there are
records
to
discover.
"Black sheep" are more common than we
might think: And, investigating our family’s black
sheep stories might lead to unexpected
discoveries. Here are a few clues that you may
have a black sheep ancestor on your hands:
Family stories aren’t always true, but there’s
often a grain of truth behind the stories.
An unexplained disappearance from the
family could indicate an unrecorded death or
migration for work or it could mean the person
deserted the family.
If your ancestor is listed in prison on a census,
you’ll usually see the institution listed at the top
of the form and he may be listed as an “inmate” or
‘prisoner.”
If you know or suspect your ancestor was
imprisoned, you can find some records or indexes
online. For federal institutions, check the National
Archives' Online Public Access search. For state
prisons, check the state archives' website. Also
look for prison records you can borrow on
microfilm through interlibrary loan.
You might be able to find newspaper articles
about divorce filings, desertions (wives would
sometimes post newspaper ads for missing
husbands), arrests, or court actions.
**10 Things to Know about Black Sheep**
1. Who is the black sheep in your family? He
or she is the one who went against the grain—
negatively.
Of course, it’s all a matter of
perception but you may discover that you’re
looking at a black sheep simply by looking at
comments in the census and elsewhere.
44
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2. Black sheep often have deep paper trails.
Depending on your ancestor’s black sheep
offense, you may find his or her trail in
newspaper records, court records or even prison
records. If committing crimes, and getting caught
and tried, was your black sheep’s forte, check
newspapers more carefully.
Coverage of a
criminal trial may have lasted months and
extended well beyond the town or county in
which it was committed. Even petty criminals
could make repeat appearances in the town’s
published police blotter.
3. Family stories are comfortable homes for
black sheep ancestors. Passed down stories are
notorious for their on-the-fly edits, which in turn
get handed to the next generation and beyond. To
sort truth from fiction, create a timeline of the
story and mesh it with records.
4. What’s in a black sheep’s name? Whether
your black sheep ancestor was escaping the law, a
jilted lover or something else entirely, he or she
may have adopted a new name. If you think this
might have happened, try the following”
a. Search by Criteria. Forget names and
focus on things like birthplace, age, gender,
occupation, etc. Pay attention to names that
sound familiar: a family member’s maiden name
or middle name, as an example.
b. Lengthen or shorten names. The alias
might be taken from the existing surname.
c. Follow the black sheep’s address in city
directories. The name may have changed even
when the address remained the same.
5. Other people may have written about your
black sheep ancestor—in their own histories.
Check written local histories and biographies of
law enforcement officers either may mention
local notorious characters.
6. Certain geographic locations attracted
black sheep. The American West was big and
wild. Check state and territory censuses and
newspapers carefully if you think your ancestor
migrated, even temporarily.
7. Black sheep on the lamb. Black sheep often
had a reason to travel the globe or get away from
something. Look for them in passports, on
passenger lists, and in out-of-town newspapers.
8. Everyone had a mother – even black sheep.
Follow the family of a black sheep ancestor in
census records and newspapers. You might find
them visiting kin, living with a parent, child,
sibling or even next door. Pay careful attention to
boarders and neighbors who seem to match the
black sheep’s description.
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9. Even the government tracked black sheep.
A special census schedule taken in 1880, the
Defective, Dependent and Delinquent schedule,
included details about people who were
imprisoned. Also remember that prisons and
asylums were enumerated in state and federal
census.
10. Remember that other members of your
family may not want to talk about the black sheep.
******The Darker Side of Genealogy:******
Tracking Criminals, Rogues, Scoundrels &
Black Sheep
How well do we really know our ancestors?
Mostly we want to believe that our ancestors
were hard-working, noble, or "salt-of-the-earth"
types. We want to like them, and even brag about
them. However, the reality is that if we go back
far enough, we all can dig up a few proverbial
"skeletons in the closet." The horse thief, the
philanderer, the murderer!
Genealogy is one of the most unpredictable
activities you'll ever undertake. But, when you
start digging into your family's past, "You never
know what you're gonna get."
If you suspect a few black sheep lurking in
your family tree, you need to learn how to hunt
them down and bust through the speculation to
get to the real story.
1. Follow your Family Lore. During an
interview with my mother more than 20 years
ago, she told me about her uncle, Sam Figler, a
bachelor who was found dead alongside an Ohio
road after drinking too much alcohol, and buried
in a pauper's grave. She called him the "black
sheep of the family." Intrigued by the story, I
eventually tracked down his obituary, then his
death certificate and burial information. My
mother was correct in her recollections; however,
I discovered additional details. Perhaps you have
similar stories in your family. If so, listen to them,
but don't just take them at face value. Spend time
with your living relatives to learn more. Take
notes, and whenever possible, record the
conversations either on audiotape and videotape.
Remember to ask for proof (documents or
photographs) to back up the story. If everyone
has passed away, see if you can find friends,
neighbors, or others who may have known your
family, or even the town historian, to confirm
what happened.
2. Get the Proof. Be prepared to back up all
family claims with relevant records: birth,
45
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marriage, and death records, censuses,
immigration records, court dockets and wills,
coroner's records, military pensions and draft
registrations, etc. Look for the details (names,
dates, places) to confirm the story or debunk the
myths. Be sure to properly cite your sources.
3. Dig for the Dirt. If your ancestor got into
trouble, chances are he made the news. Look for
hints in letters, business ledgers, scrapbooks, and
articles in old newspapers. A few years ago, a
colleague sent me a small newspaper clipping
about my paternal grandfather's cousin who was
murdered in 1916. His body was taken to my
grandfather's house so he could arrange the
burial. While the article had few specific details, it
provided enough clues for me to further
investigate the circumstances behind the tragedy.
I located death and burial records and a detailed
coroner's file that included a press report. The
documents did not offer a particularly favorable
impression of this cousin, but it certainly filled in
many missing pieces of the story.
4. See the Bigger Picture. Scandals are not
always identifiable in terms of pure black and
white. Our ancestors did not live in a vacuum, and
their choices were often influenced by their own
personalities, cultural values, and their
environment. As genealogists, it's important to
understand the time period during which our
ancestors lived, and explore town and local
histories to get the social context. Every person
experiences events differently, so it helps to gain
as much perspective as possible.
5. Don't Dwell on the Past. If you discover
something unsavory about your past, accept the
reality, but don't dwell on it. Also, be sensitive
when sharing information with others.
Remember, the bad thing your ancestor did
impacted those around him or her (sometimes for
generations). Use caution, if you're planning to
share the story in print, or online. If you aren't
sure about potential legal issues, contact an
attorney for advice. Of course, you'll also want to
consider the impact of family dynamics. Will what
you
publish
cause
hard
feelings
or
embarrassment? Is it worth risking a relationship
to share the story?
6. Conclusion. Let's face it--bad things
happened to our ancestors. You can't deny it, but
you may discover that the troublemakers are
often more interesting than those who led a
pristine life; not to mention they probably left
more of a paper trail. Personally, for me, the
sinners are much more fun.
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[Extracted from
http://www.archives.com/experts/alzo-lisa/blacksheep-genealogy.html]
By: Lisa Alzo, 22 Apr 2011
************Morris M Sampson************
[Not A Black Sheep, But Lost]
Morris M. Sampson, African-American Sheriff
Deputy, Justice of the Peace (see Congressional
Series of United States Public Documents, Vol. 1733,
pages 486-487; Index to the Miscellaneous
Documents of the House of Representatives for the
First Session of the Forty Sixth Congress, 1879; and
Special Committee on Investigation of the Election
in Florida, Appointed Under Resolution of the
House of Representatives, Forty-Fourth Congress,
December 4, 1876), Voter Registrar in Lafayette
and Madison counties; hanged circa 1883. If you
can add anything to this story, written by the
great-granddaughter of Morris Sampson, please
share it with the Madison County Genealogy
Society.
The story of my great-grandfather, Morris M.
Sampson, has lurked somewhere in the shadows
of my mind since I was a little girl. I knew little
about him except that he bore strong Native
American and Caucasian features, but identified
himself as a black man. He also was said to be
“high” sheriff of Madison County, which I recall as
being a source of great pride for my father.
It is unclear the circumstances that brought
Morris Sampson from his birthplace in North
Carolina to Florida, and for a black man born in
1834, that may forever be a mystery.
Was he a slave? Had he been a member of
one of several free black families in Cumberland
County who boarded a wagon train in the 1850’s
and migrated to Ohio, educating themselves at
Oberlin, then returning south as preachers,
teachers and political leaders?
Had he served in the Civil War, then changed
his name as many of his contemporaries were
known to have done?
What is certain is that at age 33, Morris ended
up in Lafayette County where records indicate
that he was voter registrar in 1867 to 1868.
(David Montgomery was sheriff from 1868 to
1873). In the 1870 census, Morris’ job is listed as
“County Officer” in Madison. I have a record of
him taking the oath for Justice of the Peace in
Madison County on October 12, 1874.
Congressional records confirm that he was a
sheriff deputy working alongside Sheriff David
46

Volume 21, Issue 2

The Madison County, Florida Genealogical News

Montgomery, a black man appointed by Gov.
Harrison Reed during Reconstruction, a time
when the area’s lawlessness was receiving
national attention. Morris and his wife, Amanda
Tookes, started a family. Their son, Preston, was
my grandfather.
Florida records document a tumultuous time
when Morris and Montgomery received death
threats almost daily. In a report to the United
States Congress in 1872, Sheriff Montgomery
testifies that his men made more than 500 arrests
in three years, with more than 63 court cases
referenced there. A newspaper reported that the
sheriff barely escaped death when armed
“desperados” ambushed him in the woods. If my
grandfather was indeed a “high” sheriff, there is
no record of it.
But there is another record that I cannot find
– it has to do with one horrible night, sometime
between 1882 and 1885, when Morris Sampson
was lynched in the back woods of Madison
County. There is no record of his death or his
burial, no memorial of a life lived with vision and
passion and courage in the face of incredible odds.
His daughter, Charity, was 17 at the time and it
was she who passed the story down to her
nephew (my father).
A year or so after Morris died; Charity
married a Frenchman and moved to Jacksonville.
My great-grandmother Amanda and the other
children left soon thereafter and my family’s
connection to Madison came to a bitter end.
In the years that followed, the Sampson
family began to splinter and scatter. Some may
have passed for white and disappeared in search
of a less brutal life. Others died early, leaving
their children to fend for themselves.
Life Without Morris
Amanda Tookes Sampson
In 1885, Amanda is listed on the Florida
census in Madison as a young widow and mother
of children that range from 22 to four years old.
Charity, 22; Dennis, 16; Ida, 12, Henry Walter, 9;
Preston, 8; and Johnnie Morris, 4. Daisy is not
included in the household.
It is likely that Amanda remarried, but there
is no record of a marriage. I do not know if or
when Amanda returned to Florida.
Morris’ Children
Charity (1868 - 1943)
Soon after Morris’ death, circa 1883, Charity
marries Ambrose Reache, a shoemaker; the son of
French and Mexican immigrants.
Her baby
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brother, Johnnie Morris, is with them in
Jacksonville in 1885.
By 1889, Charity’s siblings are as follows:
Ida, 16; Henry Walter, 13; Preston, 12; and
Johnnie Morris, 8. Amanda would have been 43
years old. An “Amanda Sampson” is listed in the
1889 Jacksonville telephone directory.
Charity and Ambrose Bonnavinci Reache
settle in LaVilla, a mecca of African-American
culture, and Ambrose opens a shoe repair shop on
the beach with a partner, Aaron T. Hopkins. In
the next decade, Ambrose and Charity would have
at least six children: Rudolph Ennasha Reache
(b:1891); Marie (b:1893); Albert (b:1895); Rosa
(b:1897); Napoleon (b:1898); Larletta (b:circa
1901). (During the same time, her brother
Preston, nine years her junior, gets married to
Leonora Cooke and starts a family.)
But 1915 ushers in challenge and tragedy for
Charity. Her oldest son, Rudolph (Rudy), at age
24, gets a young girl pregnant and quickly moves
to Daytona Beach where he marries a woman
identified only as K. B. Watson, leaving his mother
to deal with the scandal.
It gets worse when Charity’s brother, Preston,
and his wife, Leonora, both only 38 years old, die
four months apart, she from tuberculosis and
Preston from chronic alcoholism. They have four
children (Charlie (b:1898); Eloise (b:1900);
Marechalneal (b:1905); Preston (b:1906)) who
are farmed out between Charity and her brothers.
Although Charity’s youngest nephew (my
father), Preston Jr., lives with Great-Uncle Henry
Walter, he spends a lot of time at Charity’s house
where he learns a little bit of French and Spanish
from Uncle Reache and about the lynching of
Morris M. Sampson. Preston Jr. and his cousins
are close in age and they enjoy a close
relationship.
By 1916, her son, Albert, is in Cincinnati, Ohio
(Hamilton) where he married Mary Riner Murphy
(b: 1895 KY) on September 5, 1916. Her parents
are Dudley Murphy and Millie Butter.
By 1917-18, Albert has registered for the
WWI draft in Louisville, KY. He lives at 615
Lampton
Street;
occupation:
shoemaker;
employer: racetrack; says he supports father,
mother and wife.
Charity’s daughter, Larletter Reache, married
Earl Berry on March 26, 1919 in Duval County.
[There is another record that says Larletter
Reache married another man also (I gotta find
that record) Larletta (Curry) served as informant
on Charity’s death certificate and says she lived in
Tampa.
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By the 1920’s, most of Charity’s children are
grown. Albert is living with wife, Mary Riner
Murphy, in Louisville, Kentucky.
Larletter married Earl Berry or Curry on
March 26, 1919 in Duval County and has possibly
moved to Orlando, Tampa or Daytona.
Rudolph, or Rudy as he is called, is living in
Daytona Beach.
Marie C. Reache (b:1894) marries (b:1892)
on April 16, 1921, in Wayne, Michigan. Records
indicate groom’s parents are A.B. Reache and
Annie C. Cox.
It is not clear where Rosa (23) and Marie are.
Both are likely married and/or out of state.
Charity’s youngest brother whom she raised,
Johnnie Morris, and his wife, Hattie Adger, live
comfortably at 1636 East 26th Street where they
operate a neighborhood grocery store. Charity’s
nieces, Marechalniel and Eloise, get married and
both move to Tampa.
But tragedy won’t leave Charity alone. In less
than two years, she loses two sons. Napoleon at
age 23 in 1921, and Rudy in 1923 from blood
poisoning, a complication of a minor surgery.
While still reeling from grief of her children, her
brother, Henry Walter kills his wife by setting fire
to her car in July 1927. Henry Walter was
sentenced with life in prison on March 24, 1928.
He is listed in the 1930 census at Raiford
penitentiary.
By the 1940’s, Charity is aging and developing
health problems, and on April 14, 1942, she
experiences one final loss. The brother she
raised, Johnnie Morris Sampson, who was just an
infant when Morris Sampson was hanged in
Madison County, died from a stroke. Her brother,
Henry Walter, got out of prison at little more than
a month later, on May 31, 1942 and her younger
brother Preston enlisted in the army. It is hard to
say how Charity dealt those two final events.
On November 13, 1943, Charity passes away
from kidney disease in Tampa at the home of her
daughter, Larletta. (Note: Charity’s death
certificate indicates that she was born in
Monticello, Florida, and her mother, Amanda, was
from Thomasville, Georgia. Oddly, it also lists her
father as “Victor” Sampson, which may be
Larletta’s error)
Dennis, Ida and Daisy
I have no records, nor oral history that
indicate whether these children lived beyond
1900. There were several plagues that came
through Jacksonville: Yellow Fever, TB, Influenza.
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There is a Dennis Sampson, a waiter at 400
Beaver, listed in the 1888 Jacksonville City
Directory. In the 1899-1901 City Directory, he is
listed as a waiter at 421 W. Adams.
Daisy
On the 1900 Thomasville, Georgia, census, I
found a Daisy Hughs in the household of Amanda
Sampson, widow, and an Ida Bailey. H/H is
Amanda Sampson, widow. Daisy is listed as
daughter and married. Daisy apparently has a
daughter named Anna Hughs born circa 1890, and
Ida Bailey is listed as “roomer.”
Henry Walter Sampson (b: circa 1876)
Henry Walter was about six years old when
his father, Morris Sampson, died. When the
family moved to Jacksonville, Henry Walter grew
up and became a barber and worked in a hotel.
He married a woman named Lizzie from Quitman,
Georgia, who helped him raise his nephew,
Preston.
From all accounts, the household was rather
volatile and eventually, in the summer of 1927,
Henry Walter, at age 49, killed his wife by setting
her car on fire. She died at the scene. Records
show that he was sentenced to Life on March 24,
1928. His name appears on the 1930 census at
Raiford Penitentiary. He was paroled 14 years
later on May 31, 1942.
Preston William Sampson (b:circa 1877)
Preston was just about five years old when
Morris died. At some point after the family left
Madison, he wound up in Fulton County, Georgia,
where he was married in 1896 to Leonora Cook, a
petite young woman from Winnsboro, South
Carolina. From her appearance, she could have
been white, or mixed with some other ethnic
group. Family members who knew her described
her as “depressed” and one with “champagne
tastes.” She had a brother, Joe Howard Cook, who
was born circa 1880. According to Joe Howard’s
death certificate, he and Leonora’s parents were
Jim Cook and Elizabeth Webb, both from Fairfield
County, South Carolina.
Preston and Leonora have four children:
Charles W. Sampson (b: 1897); Eloise Elizabeth
(b: 1900); Marechalneil (b: circa 1905); and my
father, Preston II (b: circa 1906).
In 1910, Preston and Leonora shared their
home with Preston’s brother, Johnnie Morris, and
his bride of one year, Hattie Adger of Satsuma,
Florida.
48
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In the summer of 1915, Leonora died from
tuberculosis. TB is highly contagious and it is
reasonable to assume that the children were
removed from the home prior to her death in
order to ensure their safety. The fate of their
oldest son, Charles W. Sampson, is unclear. He
was 17 when his parents died, so it is possible
that he went out on his own. He was never heard
from again.
Four months after Leonora passed, her
husband Preston died - according to his death
certificate, from chronic alcoholism. His death
certificate sadly indicates by its lack of
information that no family member was present
around the time of his death to serve as informant
to the coroner’s office. His emotional state may
have been so bad that it is possible that he lost
control and was no longer at home.
Johnnie Morris Sampson (b:circa 1882)
Johnnie Morris was only a baby when his
father was hanged. Evidence suggests that he
lived with Charity and her husband, Ambrose.
Johnnie grew up to be one of the more stable
of Morris and Amanda’s children. He was an
entrepreneur – a barber, a businessman. He
registered for the 1917-18 WWI draft. He
married Hattie Adger from Satsuma, Florida, in
1909. They lived for a short time in 1910 with
Preston and Leonora but soon settled in their own
home and opened a neighborhood grocery store.
Their only child was stillborn, but when
Preston and Leonora died in 1915, Johnnie and
Hattie became the adoptive parents of 10-yearold Marechalneil. Hattie Adger Sampson would
become the mother figure for her husband’s
orphaned nieces and nephew. As a matter of fact,
when Marechalniel became ill, she stayed with
Aunt Hattie for a year before she died in 1954.
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James worked on the railroad. Leroy says that
Eloise addressed Mrs. Nesbitt as “Granddaughter.”
Eloise is listed as an insurance agent circa 1920,
probably for Afro-American Life Insurance
Company. This is where she probably meets Dr.
Howell, whom she marries and has two sons, Jack
and Leroy. They live for a time in Tampa, but
eventually move to Columbus, Ohio.
Marechalniel Sampson Daniels
Marechalniel was very young – only about 5
or 6 – when Preston and Leonora died in 1915.
She went to live with Uncle Johnnie and his wife,
Aunt Hattie Adger. Aunt Hattie was a big
influence in Marechalniel’s life as she was the only
mother that the child really knew.
Marechalniel married young – a mere 16
years old – and moved to Tampa with her new
husband, John W. Daniels, listed on one census as
a fireman. To the best of my knowledge, they did
not have children.

Morris’ Grandchildren (10)
Charles W. Sampson (b: 1897)
Charles W. Sampson was about 17 years old
when his parents died. They say that he may have
passed for white and followed his dream of being
a jockey. There are men with the same name and
age who show up in Escambia County censuses,
but I doubt it is Charley. It is more likely that he
went to Louisville, Kentucky, where his cousin
Albert lived.

Preston William (Bill) Sampson
Preston and Marechalniel were only a year or
so apart and very young when their parents died.
Preston went to live with Uncle Henry Walter and
Aunt Lizzie, but apparently spent a lot of time at
his Aunt Charity’s house where there were
several cousins around his age. I know that he
also spent time with Uncle Johnnie and Aunt
Hattie. He has described his life with Uncle
Walter in negative terms, but did not discuss the
circumstances.
Perhaps she was not very
maternal and resented having to care for her
husband’s nephew. Preston was about 21 years
old when Uncle Walter killed Lizzie in 1927. He
was not very close to her and I don’t think that he
was emotionally wounded by the murder.
Preston has described himself as quite the
rascal, a ladies man who enjoyed the nightlife and
all of the tawdry elements that go along with the
lifestyle.
In 1942, he enlisted in the army at age 36 and
was stationed at Camp Blanding. This is the same
year that Uncle Johnnie dies from a stroke. Aunt
Charity dies a year later in 1943.
When the war ended in 1945, Cpl. Preston
Sampson, my father, is listed on the Hillsborough
County census as living with his sister, Eloise, and
her family.

Eloise Elizabeth Sampson Howell (b: 1900)
Eloise was about 15 when her parents died.
She was cared for by James and Arametta Nesbitt.
I do not know their relationship to the family.

Rosa Reache & Maria Reache
Rosa and Marie Reache remain a mystery. It
has been the pattern of the Reache family to
assimilate into the Caucasian race, so it would not
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be a surprise if they went to Pensacola, then on to
Louisiana, and eventually ended up in California
as did so many of their “almost-white” cousins on
their father’s (Ambrose Reache) side.
Marie Reache
Born October 1892 in Jacksonville. Married at
24 years old on April 5, 1926 in Hillsborough,
Florida, to Ernesto Alfonso.
Another or the same Marie C. Reache (27),
born 1894 Florida, married George B. Jones (29)
(b:1892 FL) in Wayne, Michigan on April 16,
1921. Grooms parents were listed as Ambrose
Jones and Annie C. Cox. Bride’s parents were
listed as Albert B. and Mary B. Reache.
Larletta Reache
Larletta is the only one of Charity’s daughters
who I can put my finger on. She and my father,
Preston, were first cousins and were closest in
age. I know that Larletta was married because
her name was Larletta Curry when she served as
informant on her mother (Charity’s) death
certificate in 1943.
Rudolph Reache
I imagine that Charity’s oldest son was
extremely handsome with exotic features a mix of
French/African/Mexican blood.
In 1915, Rudy and a young woman had a
baby. When the child grew up, he named his
daughter after Rudy’s sister Larletta.
Rudy eventually moved to Daytona Beach and
got involved with a woman known only as K. B.
Watson. She shows up on a marriage record and
also as informant on his death certificate. Rudy
died of blood poisoning after minor surgery in
1923. It is not known if Rudy had children with
K.B. Watson.
Albert Reache
Albert was born circa January 30, 1885 in
Jacksonville, FL. By 1916, he has moved to
Cincinnati, Ohio (Hamilton). There, he marries
Mary Riner Murphy (b: 1895 KY) on September 5,
1916. (Marriage Cert says his parents are A.B.
Reache and Mary C. Sampson. The bride’s parents
are Dudley Murphy and Millie Butter/Butler)
By 1917-18, he has registered for the WWI
draft in Louisville, KY. He lives at 615 Lampton
Street; like his father, Ambrose, he was a
shoemaker. He was employed at a racetrack; says
he supports father, mother and wife. In 1920,
Albert and Mary live in Jefferson, Kentucky.
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Shared by: Joyce Andrea Sampson
Extracted from: http://www.flgenweb.org/lafayette/bios/sampson-morris.html
**********Prison Cemeteries**********
A prison cemetery is a cemetery reserved for
prisoners. Generally, the remains of inmates who
are not claimed by family or friends are interred
in prison cemeteries and include convicts
executed for capital crimes. Some of these prison
cemeteries are: Fort Leavenworth Military Prison
Cemetery; Point Lookout Cemetery; Point
Lookout II; Louisiana State Penitentiary; Elayn
Hunt Correctional Center; Mississippi State
Penitentiary; Captain Joe Byrd Cemetery; Clemens
Unit in Brazoria County, Texas; Imperial State
Farm Cemetery; and Gatesville State School in
Gatesville, Texas.
********Captain Joe Byrd Cemetery***********
The Captain Joe Byrd Cemetery covers
about 22 acres. The land was donated to
Governor John Ireland in 1855 by Sanford Gibbs
and George W. Grant. The deed describes the land
as “the same upon which convicts from the State
Penitentiary have been buried since the
establishment of said institution, said Burial
Ground having been located there-on by mistake.
From early on, the cemetery was known
as “Peckerwood Hill.” From all accounts this term
was given to the cemetery by inmates. The term
"perkerwood" refers to those inmates who were
poor. The state buried inmates in this cemetery
whenever no one claimed the bodies of those who
died while incarcerated. Prior to 1974, no written
records were kept of the inmates buried here. In
1962 Captain Joe Byrd personally oversaw the
maintenance of the cemetery. Over the first
hundred years, the cemetery had become
overgrown with brush and weeds. By the time of
the cleanup, it was a struggle just to identify the
locations of graves.
Early graves had been marked with only
a wooden cross. Those graves that could not be
identified were marked with a simple white
concrete cross. There are 312 such graves. Some
graves were identified with the inmate’s prison
number engraved on the cross while others had a
tablet style headstone that was discontinued in
the 1940’s. Captain Joe Byrd and his crew located
over 900 graves. Only a handful of 19th century
graves were identified, though many inmates
were buried here between 1853 and 1900.
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Two graves are different from the others.
A Kiowa Indian chief named Satanta was buried in
the cemetery in 1878 after committing suicide at
the Walls Unit. He was imprisoned in 1874 for
leading raids on Texas settlers. Satanta’s remains
were removed from the cemetery in 1963 and
reburied at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma, following the
traditional Kiowa burial rites. A large monument
to Satanta still sits in the prison cemetery.
Another large monument sits at the head of the
grave of cowboy Lee Smith, purchased through
donations by other inmate cowboys.
As the prison system has grown in size
over the recent past, so has the number of burials
at the cemetery. In 1975 there were 43 burials.
There were 99 burials in 1999. As of January 1,
2001 there are 1,970 known graves in the Captain
Joe Byrd Cemetery. One hundred and seven
inmates were buried in 2000. Inmates who die in
the Texas prison system are buried there for one
reason - no one claims the body. In some cases
there is no one who wants to claim the body;
however, many of the families now choose to
allow the state to absorb the burial costs. Recent
years have seen approximately 25% of the
deceased inmates buried at the cemetery. Today
inmates are buried in a simple casket which is
placed inside a two piece hard plastic shell.
Current funeral costs run about $2,000 each.
[Extracted from the Texas Prison Museum website.
http://www.txprisonmuseum.org/articles/cemeter
y.html]
******629 Rest in Prison Cemetery******
Starke (A.P.) All cemeteries seem lonely, but
one is particularly gloomy without even an
occasional bunch of flowers, one where the dead
are remembered only by little metal plates
bearing identification numbers.
In this graveyard lie 629 men who died –
unclaimed or unwanted at Union Correctional
Institution at Raiford and the adjacent Florida
State Prison near Starke.
Some died naturally; others by execution.
One grave is that of anarchist Joseph Zangara,
who shot at President-elect Franklin D. Roosevelt
on Feb. 15, 1933 in Miami. A woman grabbed
Zangar’s arm as he fired, and the bullet fatally
wounded Chicago Mayor Anton Cermak, who died
three weeks later.
Zangara went to Florida’s electric chair March
20, 1933. He was buried in the cemetery for the
unwanted.
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“Since 1913, inmates who have not been
claimed by family or friends have been buried in
this field,” said Vernon Bradford, spokesman for
the Florida Department of Corrections.
The gravesites are marked with a simple 8 by
4 inch slab with a small metal plate giving the
prisoner’s identification number.
Looking at the grave of prisoner No. 020590,
Bradford remarked: “That’s a sad way for
someone to die.”
Harold F. Chaplin was buried at that site on
Dec. 4, 1969, two days after he died from a heart
attack, according to state records. Chaplin was
sent to prison in 1968 from Dade County on a 10year manslaughter sentence.
Also buried in the two-acre cemetery are
another 70 people from the Northeast Florida
State Hospital, a mental institution in Macclenny.
They too were unwanted or unclaimed at death,
Bradford said.
Jose Manuel Sosa is the latest person to be
buried there. Sosa was sentenced in Orlando Jan.
15, 1972 to life for murder. The 57-year old
inmate complained of abdominal pains and other
ailments March 30 and died later at Alachua
General Hospital in Gainesville.
[Extracted from the Sarasota
Herald-Tribune, 6 Jul 1984]
************Ruby McCollum**************
Ruby McCollum, a black female, born 1901
was sentenced in Suwannee County in 1954. She
was convicted of shooting a doctor in Live Oak on
8 Aug 1952 and spent two years in jail awaiting
death until the Florida Supreme Court reversed
the sentence. She was sent to the state mental
hospital in Chattahoochee before re-trial and
remained there 20 years before she was released
to her family in 1974.
[Extracted from the Florida Department of
Corrections website.
http://www.dc.state.fl.us/oth/deathrow/women.
html]
*****Florida State Prison Cemetery*******
Daniel Harold Rolling
b. 26 May 1954, d. 25 Oct 2006.
Known as the “Gainesville Ripper, he terrorized
the University of Florida, in August of 1990. Also
known as Daniel, he was responsible for the
murders of five college students. He was the
subject of an episode of a Court TV show entitled,
“Body of Evidence: From the Case Files of Darryl
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Hinman,” and the book, “Beyond Murder” by John
Philbin and John Donnelly. The brutal murders he
committed is also said to be the inspiration for the
original screenplay for the 1995 horror filem,
“Scream.” Buried in the Florida State Prison
Cemetery, Raiford, Union County, Florida.
Ottis Elwood Toole
b. 5 Mar 1947, Jacksonville, Duval, Florida
d. 15 Sep 1996, Raiford, Union, Florida
Serial Killer. He was the man responsible for the
kidnapping and murder of 6 year old Adam Walsh
on 27 Jul 1981, the son of television’s “America’s
Most Wanted” show, John Walsh.
Born in
Jacksonville, Florida, his alcoholic father soon
abandoned the family, and he was raised by a
religious fanatic of a mother and a Satanist
grandmother. To further compound his identity,
his mother and sister would dress him in girl’s
clothing. With an IQ of 75, he was considered
retarded, and dropped out of school in the 8th
grade. His first murder took place when he was
14, when he murdered a traveling salesman who
had molested him. He married briefly, but his
wife left him after three days, repulsed by his
overt homosexuality. Unable to keep a job, he
began to drift about the Western US in an old
pickup truck, and later evidence suggests that he
began his serious murder spree at this time. Two
years later, Toole met serial killer Henry Lee
Lucas at a Jacksonville soup kitchen, and the two
became fast friends, sharing sex, robbery and
murder together.
Finding work with a Jacksonville roofing
company, the two men would frequently
disappear for several days, while they would pick
up a woman, rape and murder her. During this
period, Toole supposedly introduced Lucas to a
satanic cult, the "Hand of Death," which practiced
human sacrifice and murder. When Toole's
mother died in 1981, and his sister died shortly
afterwards of a drug overdose, while Lucas was in
jail for a minor crime, Toole was alone for the first
time. It was during this period that Adam Walsh
was kidnapped and murdered. All that was found
of Adam was his head, ripped from his body, and
left in a Florida canal. When Lucas returned from
jail, to slip away with Toole's niece, Frieda Powell,
Toole felt abandoned and betrayed. He went on
the road to forget the betrayal, taking his revenge
out by killing 9 people between January 1982 and
February 1983. In May 1983, he was arrested for
torching two houses (arson) in Jacksonville,
Florida, and sentenced to 20 years in prison.
Shortly afterwards, Lucas was captured in Texas,
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and confessed to multiple murders committed
with Toole. As police investigated both men,
Toole also confessed, admitting up to 25 murders
in 11 states, and participating with Lucas in an
additional 108 murders. Convicted of two
murders in Florida, he was sentenced to death,
but both sentences were commuted to life
imprisonment. He died of cirrhosis of the liver in
September 1996, while in prison. His friend and
partner in crime, Henry Lee Lucas, would also die
in prison. On December 16th, 2008, the
Hollywood Police Department finally identified
Adam Walsh's killer as Ottis Toole. He was buried
in the Florida State Prison Cemetery in Raiford,
Union, Florida.
Joseph Zangara
b. 7 Sep 1900, Ferruzzano, Calabria, Italy
d. 20 Mar 1933, Raiford, Union, Florida
Joseph Zangara was an Assassin. He immigrated
to America from his native Calabria, Italy. He was
an excellent brick layer having learned the trade
at the age of six when his father took him out of
school and put him to work. He developed severe
stomach ulcers which caused him horrible
stomach pains. His problem was never diagnosed
and he became demented blaming everyone for
his condition from his father to government
officials. While living and working in Miami he
was given the opportunity to cure his condition
by killing a high government official. Franklin
Delano Roosevelt was in the city and the
President-elect was to participate in a victory
parade through downtown. He bought a .32
caliber pistol for $6 at a Miami hockshop and
headed to Bayfront Park. FDR was a sitting target
in his open convertible with Mayor Anton Cermak
in the rear seat. Zangara lunged forward shoving
Mrs W. H. Cross from his path. She realized his
intent and managed to disrupt his aim as he
squeezed off round after round into the crowd.
Five people were struck with the Mayor fatally
wounded. He was quickly overpowered by
onlookers and strapped to the luggage rack of a
nearby car amid shouts of "Lynch him." Five days
later, a defiant Zangara was sentenced to 80 years
for attempted murder changed a few weeks later
with the death of Mayor Cermak to death by the
electric chair. Barely a month after the attempt, he
was strapped in and executed at Raiford Prison at
the age of thirty three. Relatives refused to claim
his body so he joined other killers, rapists and
common criminals who are interred in plots in
orderly rows marked by a small concrete block
with a license tag-shaped metal plaque stamped
52

Volume 21, Issue 2

The Madison County, Florida Genealogical News

in the prison's tag plant with a name, date of
death and a correction number on the grounds of
Railford prison known as "boot hill." After
arresting Zangara, doctors examined him and
discovered severe ulcers as the cause of his
chronic pain which could have been easily
treated.
*****Florida State Hospital Cemetery****
The Florida State Hospital (FSH) is a
hospital and mental institution in Chattahoochee,
Florida. Established in 1876, it was until 1947
Florida’s only state mental institution. It currently
has a capacity of about 1,050 patients. The
hospital's current Administration Building is on
the National Register of Historic Places.
The facility's property previously served
as a military arsenal during the Seminole Wars,
the War Between the States, and later became the
site of Forida’s first state prison.
It was
subsequently refurbished as a mental hospital,
originally known as Florida State Hospital for the
Insane, which opened in 1876. It gained notoriety
over the course of its long history. It was sued in
O’Connor v. Donaldson, a case that went to the US
Supreme Court, which ruled that the hospital had
illegally confined one of its patients. The decision
contributed
to
the
deinstitutionalization movement, which resulted
in changes to state laws and the closure of many
public mental institutions in the country. The
hospital today treats patients with severe mental
disabilities who have been civilly or forensically
committed to the institution.
Poor documentation of the thousands of
grave sites, hundreds of unmarked graves, and
death certificates only stating burial site as “FL
State Hospital” make a complex, if not impossible
task of separating and maintaining independent
cemeteries.
Graves
segregated
into
sections
according to race and sex resulted in having two
cemeteries opened for burials on the same date.
FindAGrave has identified all possible grave sites
as being a part of Cemetery #1, #2, #3, #4 or #5.
Cemetery #1 is a defunct cemetery with
no signs of a cemetery ever being on site after
construction of buildings. Serving an old State
Penitentiary, the cemetery opened in 1868 prior
to the 1876 hospital opening. Unmarked graves
belonging to over 500 inmates and patients are
known to be on this site. Most records have been
destroyed and for security reasons, no visitors are
allowed in this area.
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Cemetery #2 is also a defunct cemetery
with no signs of a cemetery as buildings are on
the site. It was opened between 1897 and 1911.
The interments are fairly well documented.
Records show that some of the bodies were
reinterred into Cemetery #5 in 1923, but these
names were not documented.
Cemetery #3 opened in 1905, yet in one
corner there are markers dationg to prior to
1897. Old upright grave markers and a few
private newer markers can be seen among the
underbush and poison ivy of an isolated wooden
area of the campus. The interments were well
documented until the 1920s. At that time only the
grave site and the date of death were recorded for
200 or more patients. After 1937, no further
interments were done in this area. This cemetery
has been recommended to be included in the
National Registor for Historical Places. Using a
dirt service road, only 4-wheeled drive vehicles
can enter this rough terrain, which has problems
with standing water and uneven ground from
sunken graves. Since this area was a military
arsenal at one time, two US Army soldier graves
are in this area dating 1835. An old sign states
that this area has 2, 248 graves.
Cemetery #4 is also located in a dense
wooden area of the campus near Cemetery #3. It
opened in 1926 and closed by 1931 with good
documentation of the interments.
There is
evidence that wooden grave markers were used
but most of the graves are unmarked with many
rows of sunken graves. Two private stone
markers have been documented.
As with
Cemetery #3, only 4-wheeled drive vehicles can
enter
this
isolated
sloping
area.
Cemetery #5 opened in 1931 and is still
active. From US 90, visitors can enter the
cemetery on a paved road through a black iron
gate. Most markers are flat on the ground and the
cemetery is well maintained.
UPI,
Chattahoochee—Florida
State
Hospital has enough need for an undertaker to
hire one fulltime. The hospital has its own
mortuary, fulltime funeral director, mortician and
grave yard. The coffins are made on the hospital
grounds. So are the tombstones. The graves are
dug by inmates from the nearby River Junction
state work camp. There are about 6000 graves at
the cemetery – 27 acres on a hilltop a couple of
miles from the city. There is no sign, no official
name and the gate is usually locked.
The graves are of Chattahoochee patients
who died over the past 45 years. Most of the
53

Volume 21, Issue 2

The Madison County, Florida Genealogical News

tombstones carry no names, but a number that
has meaning only to the few hospital officials with
access to confidential patient files.
The stigma associated with mental illness
led to the confidentiality and numbers – not
names—on the tombstones. The coffins are made
from medium-grade pine in the hospital
carpentry shop, lined with white muslin stapled
to the inside walls and painted battleship gray.
Hospital officials have become highly
efficient in disposing of their dead. One or two
graves are always ready - even though there may
be no body that particular day for them. When
one grave is filled, another is dug a foot away.
Several dozen tombstones are neatly stacked in a
work shed.
Families of the patients can arrange
burial or leave it to the state, says funeral director
Leonard Herring. There is no charge to the family,
although it can voluntarily pay about $170. Last
year, 216 patients died at the hospital. So far this
year, 105 have died. About one third of them are
buried in the hospital cemetery.
There is a small chapel at the hospital
morgue. Services can be arranged if the families
want it. "We do it however they want," Herring
said. "We just try to please the family. Most
people seem real pleased. We get lots of letters."
Funerals are held on Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays because that works out best for the prison
labor, he said. The chaplain calls shortly after 8
a.m. on each of the days to see if there are to be
any funerals.
The Florida State Hospital Cemetery was the
final resting place for the patients of the oldest
state mental hospital in Florida. Resting on 620
acres in rural north Florida, the hospital’s doors
opened in 1876. The graves from these earliest
patients are now in wooden, overgrown area with
very few tombstones.
Unless the families
provided stone grave-markers, the hospital used
wooden ones. Record keeping was poor in these
early years. A newer part of the cemetery was
started in 1932 and documentation improved.
Now the State Hospital is a city in itself with its
own fire and police departments.
[Extracted from the St. Petersburg Times, Monday,
16 Aug 1976]
****The Murderer Who Ran For Governor****
In March 1867, after receiving a
whipping from his teacher, a sixteen-year-old boy
went home, procured a gun, and shot his teacher
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Joel C. Bristow. Prof. Bristow died the next day.
Although he was never prosecuted for it, this deed
haunted Frank Pope the rest of his life. He left the
state for several years spending part of the time in
Montana, before returning to Madison. He
became a lawyer, the mayor of Madison, and a
state senator. He gave up a promising political
future in the Democratic Party to speak out
against the Democratic extremists, and in 1884
was nominated as the Independent Party’s
candidate for governor. However, he lost by over
4,000 votes statewide. Pope later moved to
Jacksonville, became a noted criminal lawyer, and
used his “silver-tongued oratorical ability” to
great advantage. Frank Pope and his victim are
buried within a few yards of each other in
Madison’s Oakridge Cemetery.
[Extracted from Yesterday of Florida, #19]
[Joel Cummings Bristow was born in Georgia on 26
Feb 1832 to Chesley Bristow and Martha Patsy
Harris. He married Sallie Spencer and passed away
on 28 Mar 1867 in Madison, Florida.]
*******He Ran At First, But When He Did
Conclude to Shoot, He Shot to Kill********
Quitman, Ga., July 27-There was a shooting
and killing in the country yesterday. A Negro
named Martin Kelly was killed by John Spell. It
seems that the Negro got mad about a settlement
between him and Spell. Spell was pulling fodder
when the Negro went to the field and began
abusing and cursing him, telling that he would kill
him, if not by daylight then he would by
torchlight. He went for Spell in the field with his
knife and stuck, whereupon Spell ran, and by
being swift reached the house before the Negro.
Kelly followed to the house and continued cursing
Spell. Spell went into the house, took down his
double barreled breech loader, and proceeded to
business. He shot the Negro in the head, the whole
load, wads and all, entering just above the right
eye. The coroner held an inquest, the jury
rendering a verdict of justifiable homicide.
[July 28, 1887 The Atlanta Constitution, Atlanta
Georgia. Submitted by S. Williams]
***************John Porter***************
John Porter, Negro, who burned a white
woman by firing her house, was lynched at
Quitman,
Georgia.
[Extracted from Newark Daily Advocate, Newark,
Ohio, December 20, 1887]
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*******Mother Drowns Her Young Son*******
************Murder in Brooks************
George West, a White Man, Jailed For Murder
Quitman, Ga., June 6-George West, a young
white man, struck and shot Westly Johnson, a
Negro man, yesterday and killed him. The parties
live about six miles west of this place. West claims
that he acted in self-defense but the evidence at
the coroner's inquest made a case of murder and
such was the verdict of the jury. It seems that
Westly Johnson was eating his breakfast at Mrs.
Newsome's when West came up and told him that
he owed him for some clothes and that he must
leave Mr. Newsome’s and come and work it out
with him. To this Johnson replied that he would
make the money and pay the debt.
Thereupon West commenced to curse him,
and words having passed West struck him with an
iron rod and crushed his skull and almost
simultaneously commenced to fire upon him with
a pistol. Either wound would probably have
produced death. Johnson died soon thereafter.
The strange part was the matter was that West
went to Quitman to get Sheriff McNeil to go with
him to hold an inquest, and at said inquest a
verdict rendered charging him with murder
caused his incarceration. Public sentiment is
decidedly against West.
(June 7, 1888 The Atlanta Constitution, Atlanta
Georgia Submitted by S. Williams)
*****With Knife and Pistol Two Brooks
County Men Fight - One Gets Cut******
Quitman, Ga., August 15-A great sensation
was created here today over a fight between John
Hampton, a farmer who lives about thirteen miles
in the country, and A. P. Hatcher, a livery man of
this city. Hampton received three cuts with a
pocket knife, one of which may prove fatal.
Hampton shot at Hatcher once. The fracas was
stopped by the interference of friends before any
further damage was done. It seems that Hampton
left his horse with Hatcher to feed. Hampton
called for the horse this afternoon and accused
Hatcher of not feeding him. Hatcher called
Hampton a liar. Hampton struck Hatcher and
Hatcher drew his knife and went to work. Two
warrants have been sworn out for Hampton, one
for assault with intent to murder and the other for
carrying concealed weapons. (Extracted from The
Atlanta Constitution, Atlanta, GA, August 16, 1895]

Quitman, Ga. August 7 (Special). Idella Powell
Bank, a negro woman of thirty three years and of
comely appearance, is now confined in the Brooks
county jail charged with murdering her four-yearold son.
The woman admits her guilt and by her own
confession stands out as one of the coldest, most
deliberate and unrepentant assassins the criminal
history of Georgia has ever shown.
Idella Powell Bank’s victim was a sickly child
of four years and her only reason for making way
with it was to escape the annoyance the child
gave her. Coolly and quietly she tells of the
killing, offering as her only excuse the illness of
the child.
The murder was committed Friday, but was
not known until today, when the body was found
floating in a pond near Blue Springs, in this
county. A party of fishermen was at the pond
today and one of them observed something
resembling a body floating about. The object was
fished out and when drawn to the bank was found
to be the body of a child. The coroner was
notified and a jury of inquest was secured. The
child was recognized as the son of Idella Powell
Banks and she was sent for. She glanced at the
body but denied that it was her son, asserting that
he was then with relatives at Valdosta. It was
Farmer Spright who identified the child and was
so positive was he that he was right that the
coroner decided to arrest the woman and ordered
her brought to town. Soon after her arrest the
woman admitted that it was her son and said that
she had thrown him into the pond to drown him.
She was brought to town and placed in jail and
the body of the child was buried near where it
was found.
In speaking of her crime the woman says she
had been over in Lowndes county to visit her
mother and returned home yesterday. She came
on the train as far as Ousley and walked from
there. Her child had always been sickly and she
had grown tired of having to care for it and
decided it would be better off dead.
When she came near the spring she thought
of the pond between the springs and decided to
drown him. She carried the child there and threw
it in and went on home.
“He did not scream,” she said, “but swung on
to my dress and it tool all my strength to pull him
loose. I turned off and went home without looking
back to see what became of him.
Says She is Not Crazy
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She said she knew she was doing wrong and
that she would be hanged if caught, but that she
had no idea any one would ever find it out. She
felt after she reached home that she had done
wrong and was sorry for it.
She believes that she will be hanged.
The woman is of medium height, slender,
copper colored and with a very intelligent face,
and seems perfectly sane. When asked if she was
sick when the crime was committed or was
subject to spells of any kind, she replied that she
had a little headache from the sun, but was all
right.
There is considerable feeling among the
negroes, but no trouble is feared.
[Extracted from The Atlanta Constitution, 8 Aug
1897]
Quitman, Ga., Aug. 10-Idella Powell Banks,
widow of a well to do cotton planter, is in the
Brooks county jail, charged with the murder of
Albert Powell Banks, her 4 year old son. She says
the boy was so ugly in appearance and so lacking
in intelligence that she was ashamed to have him
grow to manhood, and she threw him in a pond
near her residence and drowned him.
[Extracted from the New Castle News, New Castle,
Pennsylvania, 10 Aug 1897]
Quitman,
Ga.,
August
9—Fishermen
discovered the body of a 6-year-old boy floating
on the surface of a pond near this place and later
identified it as that of the son of Mrs. Idella Powell
Banks, a widow residing on a farm just outside
Quitman. The actions of the mother when
notified of the discovery aroused the suspicions of
the Coroner, and she was subsequently arrested
and placed in Jail. Here she was visited by a
minister, to whom she confessed having
murdered her child. The reason she gave was
that he was too ugly to be permitted to live and
was a constant source of embarrassment to her
on this account. She said that she walked by the
pond, and when she tried to push him in he
resisted with all his feeble strength. She has
broken down completely in jail and says she
wants to be hanged as soon as possible. The
child’s face was disfigured by a birthmark.
[Extracted from the Los Angeles Herald, Volume 26,
Number 314, 10 August 1897]
********Wore Turner's Clothes Off********
Thief Enters Ex-Congressman's Residence
Near Quitman
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Quitman, Ga., June 25-A burglar entered the
home of Hon. H. G. Turner, on the outskirts of
town, last night and stole a suit of his clothes. The
thief disrobed and made the change on the spot,
leaving a tattered suit in place of the one taken.
[Extracted from The Atlanta Constitution, Atlanta,
Georgia, 26 Jun 1901]
********The Confederate Dead**********
The Rome Commercial refers to an
approaching anniversary, in which all must feel a
sad and tearful interest.
The twenty-sixth day of April, the mournful
anniversary, is drawing nigh, when the people of
the South will go forth to weep above the graves
of their dead heroes, and to crown their undying
memories with flowers. Our citizens will not
forget this sacred duty, while they cherish a
feeling of venerating honor for the dead, and for
the cause in which they perished.
Let there be no extensive demonstration. Our
crushed hearts and hopes leave us no relish for
such displays, and surrounding circumstances
peremptorily forbid them. Then silently gather
around the grassy mounds that cover their
honored remains; and while the meanderings of
memory carry you back to the fields of their glory,
humbly offer your gratitude to the Great Ruler
and Disposer of nations, that amid your present
heavy grief there comes, ever and anon, one
cheering thought, telling you that there,
moldering beneath your feet, are those who did
their all to save you—even you, weeping mothers
and fathers, heart-broken wives and daughters.
Oh! We doubt not, but that even now, as you
contemplate this mournful day, the spirits of
those dear ones are calling:
“Come to our quiet, lonely graves,
There kneel in humble prayer;
And we will steal from Heave above
To meet and bless thee there.”
[Extracted from the Weekly Atlanta Intelligencer,
Apr. 24, 1867, page 1]
*************Albert Holden**************
Albert Holden, an alleged minister of Ohio,
who was recently in that state on a charge of
bigamy, and who pleaded guilty, gives a new
reason for marrying. He said to the judge: “I have
a spinal affection which causes a brain pressure,
which impels me to marry women. I cannot resist
the impulse.” It is said that Holden has about
fourteen wives and that he has two sons under
indictment for bigamy. Holden married every
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time the spirit moved him. His courtships always
took place during one of his revivals, and his
victims were always one of those whom he had
taken into the church. The limit of the law would
probably cure him of his spinal affection.
[Extracted from the New Enterprise, 14 Feb 1907]
**Signs You’re Passionate About Genealogy**
1. Your favorite tree is a family tree
2. You plan vacations to ancestral hometowns
3. You prefer to read census schedules over
novels
4. You forget your first born’s birthday, but
remember your 5th cousins
5. You have a lifetime membership to your local
genealogical society
6. Visiting a cemetery is the best date idea ever
7. You own a dozen historical maps, but no
current ones
8. Your web browser start page is your favorite
genealogy website
9. You join every new social networking to find a
long lost relative
10. You seem to have misplaced your desk
underneath all that genealogy research
11. You read obituaries every morning in hopes of
recognizing a family member
12. You’re seriously considering moving to your
ancestral homeland
13. When you meet someone who shares your
surname you immediately try to figure out if
you’re related
14. Every city clerk in your state knows who you
are
15. You think everyone is somehow related to you
16. Librarians are jealous of your many genealogy
books
17. You get excited when DNA testing kits go on
sale
18. You’re consistently late to work because you
stay up all night on research binges
19. You think the most important household item
is a microfilm reader
20. You have a rental storage unit specifically for
genealogy research documents
21. You decided to make a midlife career switch
and are now a professional genealogist.
[Extracted from facebook.com/Random Acts of
Genealogical Kindness]
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March 2016.
It followed the discovery of
"ransomware" in an admin file. A spokeswoman
said the virus, which can restrict access to files
and then demand payment for them to be
released, was caught before it could do any
damage. Cyber security is now being checked.
Copies of birth and other certificates are still
available and neither the registration service nor
the Scotland's People website are affected. The
closure affects public access to photographs
of birth records less than 100 years old, marriage
records less than 75 years old, and death records
less than 50 years old, which can only be viewed
in person at the office and not online. The service
is normally used by people looking to research
their family tree.
Anne Slater, speaking on behalf of the
National Records of Scotland, said: "The service
has been closed since last Wednesday. "It's a
ransomware virus. It comes in and tries to lock up
your files and then you have to give them money.
"It was noticed in a file. I believe it was a spread
sheet - an administration file. " Ms. Slater said that
it was thought the virus first got into the file after
it was embedded in a website which been clicked
on. She said was spotted before it could cause any
damage. She added it was contained the same day
and the reason for the current closure was
because of rigorous safety checks.
She said: "It's a belt and braces approach. We're
checking all our back-end network. "
Asked if she knew when the service would reopen, she said: "Right now, no. We're looking to
open it as soon as possible."
A spokeswoman for Fraser and Fraser, the
firm which features in BBC One series Heir
Hunters, said one of their researchers was told
about the issue when they arrived to do a routine
check.
She said: "For us these records are crucial
for our research, so we can confirm that the
correct family members and/or beneficiaries are
located and receive their entitlement from the
unclaimed estates. "Our concern is how long will
they be gone for?"

***The National Records of Scotland
Genealogy Service Has Been Closed Until
Further Notice Due to a Computer Virus*******
The public search rooms, at New Register
House in Edinburgh, were shut on Wednesday 23
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Extracted from Funeral Home Memorial Cards/Obituaries submitted by local funeral homes, websites, or Madison
Co. Genealogical Society Members
Robert Christopher Croft
Mary Miller Hammock
Born:
11 Oct 1992, Gainesville, Alachua, FL Born:
14 Jul 1939, Echols, GA
Died:
19 Feb 2016, Monticello, FL
Died:
27 Feb 2016, Tallahassee, Leon, FL
Internment:
Pleasant Grove Baptist Cem., Mayo, FL Internment: Mt. Horeb Cem., Pinetta, Madison, FL
Annie Ruth Hobbs
Joan Linda Gordon
Born:
21 Apr 1932, Pavo, GA
Born:
25 Aug 1945. Swainsboro, GA
Died:
27 Feb 2016, Quitman, Brooks, GA
Died:
23 Feb 2016, Thomas, GA
Internment:
Morrison Baptist Ch Cem., Brooks, GA Internment: Not Provided
Peggy Johnson
Jack N. Terrell, Jr.
Born:
12 Dec 1937
Born:
Not Provided
Died:
26 Feb 2016, Thomas, GA
Died:
23 Feb 2016
Welcome Hill Church of Christ Cem.,
Internment:
Oak Hill Cem., Quitman, Brooks, GA
Internment:
Quitman, Brooks, GA
Ovelia Croft Barrow
Charles Failing, Jr.
Born:
9 Sep 1929, Colquitt, GA
Born:
3 Aug 1921, Not Provided
Died:
7 Feb 2016, Boston, Thomas, GA
Died:
7 Feb 2016, Quitman, Brooks, GA
Internment:
Rosewood Cem., Thomas, GA
Internment: Not Provided
Emily Bonner
Thelma Louise Burchett
Born:
5 Apr 1930, Not Provided
Born:
31 Mar 1943, Pavo, GA
Died:
1 Feb 2015, Tift, GA
Died:
1 Feb 2016, Morven, Brooks, GA
Interment:
Not Provided
Internment: Dixie Cem., Brooks, GA
Hillsman Lashley
Dorothy Asbell
Born:
Unknown, Barney, GA
Born:
6 May 1927
Died:
31 Jan 2016, Jacksonville, FL
Died:
29 Jan 2016, Brunswick, GA
Internment:
Campground Cem., Morven, GA
Internment: Campground Cem., Morven, GA
John Anthony Bowland, Ph.D.
Martha Cook Lewis
Born:
19 Nov 1928, South Bend, IN
Born:
24 Sep 1923, Barwick, GA
Died:
29 Jan 2016
Died:
27 Jan 2016, Barwick, GA
Internment:
Not Provided
Internment: Rosewood Cem., Thomas, GA
Lennon Myers
Roger Daniel
Born:
18 Jun 1937
Born:
20 Jan 1954, Metter, GA
Died:
27 Jan 2016, Quitman, Brooks, GA
Died:
15 Jan 2016, Quitman, Brooks, GA
Internment:
Kennedy Chapel Cem.
Internment: Not Provided
Herbert “Sonny” Hugh Harrison, Jr.
James Corrie Snow
Born:
24 Feb 1929, Perry, FL
Born:
21 Aug 1927, Morven, Brooks, GA
Died:
14 Jan 2016, Valdosta, Lowndes, GA
Died:
12 Jan 2016, Quitman, Brooks, GA
Internment:
Oak Hill Cem., Quitman, Brooks, GA
Internment: Welcome Hill Cem., Brooks, GA
Margaret “Maggie” Dewberry
John W. Baker
Born:
5 Sep 1956, Quitman, Brooks, GA
Born:
Abt. 1947, Lakeland, GA
Died:
2 Jan 2016, Valdosta, Lowndes, GA
Died:
24 Feb 2016, Madison, FL
Internment:
Not Provided
Internment: Oak Ridge Cem., Madison, FL
Jaime Ortega
George Frank Rykard, Jr.
Born:
29 Aug 1984
Born:
7 Nov 1931, Aucilla, FL
Died:
23 Feb 2016, Gainesville, FL
Died:
31 Jan 2016, Madison, FL
Internment:
Evergreen Cem., Jasper, Hamilton, FL Internment: Ebenezer Cem., Madison, FL
James “Jimmy” E. Williams
Margaret Almera Blount
Born:
2 Mar 1939, Winter Park, FL
Born:
18 Apr 1947
Died:
8 Feb 2016, Lake City, FL
Died:
3 Feb 2016, Cherokee, NC
Internment:
Macedonia Cem., Lee, Madison, FL
Internment: Evergreen Cem., Greenville, Madison, FL
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Extracted from Funeral Home Memorial Cards/Obituaries submitted by local funeral homes, websites, or Madison
Co. Genealogical Society Members
Virginia Harrell Hughes
Madleon Floyd
Born:
28 Jul 1936, Madison, FL
Born:
24 Apr 1918, Monticello, FL
Died:
23 Jan 2016, Valdosta, GA
Died:
22 Jan 2016, Madison, FL
Internment: Mt. Olive Cem., Jena, FL
Internment: Evergreen Cem., Greenville, Madison, FL
Louise Pickles Strickland
Julia Elvira Brown
Born:
26 Mar 1934, Madison, FL
Born:
31 Jul 1923, Glen St. Mary, FL
Died:
26 Jan 2016, Madison, FL
Died:
26 Jan 2016, Dowling Park, FL
Internment: Hanson Cemetery, Hanson, Madison, FL
Internment: Corinth Cem., Madison, FL
Louella W. Lamb
Shirley Ann Yeager
Born:
9 May 1918, Joplin, MO
Born:
17 Sep 1944, Live Oak, Suwannee, FL
Died:
25 Jan 2016, Madison, FL
Died:
23 Jan 2016, Lee, Madison, FL
Internment: Hopewell Baptist Ch Cem., Madison, FL
Internment: Lee Memorial Cem., Madison, FL
Angela Weaver Gaston
James Edward Davis
Born:
1 Jan 1966, Valdosta, Lowndes, GA
Born:
22 Nov 1935, Madison, FL
Died:
17 Jan 2016, Madison, FL
Died:
14 Jan 2016, Dawsonville, GA
Internment: Mt. Horeb Cem., Madison, FL
Internment: Oak Ridge Cem., Madison, FL
Vertle Waters Brinson
James Edward “Jimmy” Hardee, Jr.
Born:
28 Jul 1919, Appling, GA
Born:
19 Feb 1937, Valdosta, GA
Died:
3 Jan 2016, Madison, FL
Died:
1 Jan 2016, Madison, FL
Internment: Oak Ridge Cem., Madison, FL
Internment: Oak Ridge Cem., Madison, FL
Anne Heffron Olinto
Martha Louise Strickland Webb
Born:
Abt. 1925
Born:
25 Aug 1930, Palm Beach, FL
Died:
25 Dec 2015, Jacksonville, Duval, FL
Died:
22 Dec 2015, Madison, FL
Internment: Arlington Park Cem., Jacksonville, FL
Internment:
Irma Eugenia Cone Sharp
James Christopher Dillon
Born:
21 Nov 1935, Greenville, Madison, FL
Born:
26 Nov 1953
Died:
29 Feb 2016, Eustis, FL
Died:
04 Mar 2016, Valdosta, Lowndes, GA
Internment: Evergreen Cem., Greenville, Madison, FL Internment: Not Provided
William Thomas Simpson
Joe Carl Caliguiri
Born:
25 Aug 1959
Born:
14 Jul 1918
Died:
16 Mar 2016, Quitman, Brooks, GA
Died:
16 Mar 2016, Cuthbert, GA
Internment: Not Provided
Internment: Oak Hill Cem., Quitman, Brooks, GA
Martha Hoopes
Herschel Alva Rooks, Sr.
Born:
06 Mar 1925
Born:
30 May 1927, Citrus, FL
Died:
17 Mar 2016, Quitman, Brooks, GA
Died:
07 Mar 2015, Madison, FL
Internment: Not Provided
Internment: Ebenezer UMC, Madison, FL
Anthony Androski
Brett Hughey Cawood
Born:
31 Oct 1924, Akron, OH
Born:
02 Jul 1991, Tallahassee, Leon, FL
Died:
15 Mar 2016, Skelp, PA
Died:
26 Feb 2016, Tallahassee, Leon, FL
Internment: Grandview Cem., Chillicothe, OH
Internment: Not Provided
Bobby Evans
Lisa Marie Sellars
Born:
27 Nov 1939
Born:
17 Aug 1970, Brooklyn, New York
Died:
27 Mar 2016, Valdosta, Lowndes, GA
Died:
27 Mar 2016, Valdosta, Lowndes, GA
Internment: Not Provided
Internment: Not Provided
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The Madison County Genealogical Society
P. 0. Box 136
Madison, FL 32341-0136

The Madison County, Florida Genealogical News is now published three times a year by the Madison
County Genealogical Society. These indexed journals are included in the annual membership dues, with
one copy to per family. Back issues are available at $10.00 per copy. Send order requests to the above
address.
Queries are free for members but as we have been receiving numerous requests, it may take a while to
respond. If our volunteers have available time, they will try to help others, especially if their family lived
in Madison at some time. In order for the organization to remain financially feasible, we must charge for
things such as copies from the courthouse or newspapers; printing and mailing; etc.
Mission: The mission of the Madison County, Florida Genealogical Society is to:
*educate others interested in genealogy.
*encourage the research and preservation of family.
*aid in genealogy researching and encourage sharing of research information.
*foster solid genealogical research practices.
*procure, preserve, publish and distribute both genealogical and historical materials.
Meetings are held in the Madison Library at 6:00 P. M. on the second Thursday of every month, except
June, July and August, unless otherwise noted. Request you check the website at
www.MadisonGenealogy.com to ensure you know where and when the meetings are being held.
Annual Membership: Family - $25.00 (electronic by e-mail) or $35.00 (printed & mailed). The fiscal and
membership year is 1 January to 31 December.

President
1st Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Webmaster
Librarian
Membership Committee Chair
Book Committee Chair

Officers for 2013-2014
Kay Schnitker
Mary Ellen Jordan
Sandra Ebberson
John W. McLeod
Ann McLeod
Evelyn Lamb
Carol Ludwick
Sandra Norris

Board of Directors--All current officers above plus:
Founder
Elizabeth Almand
Past President
Ann McLeod
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Madison County, Florida Genealogical Society
Renewal/New Membership Form
Name_________________________________________Spouse ______________________________
Mailing Address _____________________________________________________________________
City ________________________________________________________________________________
State ___________________________________ Zip Code __________________
Telephone (_____) _____-________
E-Mail Address_______________________________________________________________________
Membership, Family _________

Single __________

Renewal _________

Membership yearly dues are $25.00 for an individual/family if receiving newsletter by e-mail or
download. For those wishing to receive hard copy of the newsletters, dues are $35.00. Membership is
from January through December of each year.
Please return with membership fee to:
Madison County Genealogical Society
P. O. Box 136
Madison, Florida 32341-0136
If you have any of the following and are willing to share them, we would be most grateful.
__________Ancestor Charts ______________Family Group Sheets _______________ Pedigree Charts
__________Bible Records ________________Other ___________________________ Query
Surnames I am researching:
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Comments:
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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MADISON COUNTY GENEALOGY SOCIETY
P. O. BOX 136
MADISON, FLORIDA 32341-0136
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