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Greetings, Legion of Honor 

Nobles and Ladies, 

  I want to take this opportunity 
to thank you for electing me as 
your commander for 2015-2016.  
What an honor you have be-
stowed upon me. I would like to 
visit as many associations and 
units as I can this year.  If you 
would like me to visit you, please 
send me your dates.  If I have 
those dates open I will make 
every effort to come and visit. 
This year we will be laying the 
wreath at Arlington on the 7th of 
November at 11:15 A.M.  We 
would like to see everyone there.  
We would also like you to join us 
as we honor our Canadian breth-
ren at the Canadian Cross of 
Sacrifice following the wreath laying at the Tomb 
of the Unknowns.  The information is available on 
the IALOH web site. The IALOH Convention this 
year will be 6-10 April, 2016 at the Hilton Garden 
Inn and Regency Conference Center in O’Fallon, 
Illinois.  Lady Deb and I hope everyone can join 
us.  Our theme is “Get your kicks on Route 66”.     
We plan to take a tour of the new St. Louis 
Shriner's Hospital and Anheuser Busch.  Infor-
mation is available on the IALOH web site. No-
bles, I would ask that you concentrate on member-
ship this year.  It is a must.  As Legion of Honor 
nobles, we have to recruit new members into our 
units.  I would ask all commanders and leaders of 
associations and units, as well as each Legion 
member to please make it a priority to recruit new 
members. 

  This year has started off with a lot of great trips 
to associations and units.  My first visit was to the 
Florida State Association Legions of Honor meet-
ing, 6-9 May in Saratoga, Florida. Thanks to Jun-
ior Past Commander Van Dyke and all of his of-
ficers and nobles for putting on a great weekend.  
The hospitality was wonderful.  I was privileged 
to install the incoming officers.  Congratulations 
to Commander Karl Stimson and his officers.  
Thank you for stepping up to lead the FSALOH 
over the next year. Then my Chief of Staff, Jim 
Lare and I traveled to Lexington, Kentucky for the 
South Atlantic Shrine Association Legions of 
Honor Spring Meeting, 14-16 May.  What a won-
derful weekend we enjoyed with our Legion of 
Honor brethren and ladies.  I want to thank Com-
mander Barry McCaslin and his officers for an 
excellent weekend.  The hospitality was great and 
the USO show was outstanding.  It was fun to go 
back in time remembering the World War II era 

and listening to the great tunes of 
that time.  The ladies that per-
formed were terrific. After that, 
my Chief of Staff and I drove 
back Saturday night in order to be 
back in St. Louis on Sunday for 
the dedication of the new 
Shriner’s Hospital for Children, 
St. Louis.  Four of the Legion of 
Honor units from the area present-
ed the colors and performed a flag 
raising to begin the ceremony.  I 
want to thank the members of 
Abou Ben Adham, Ainad, Ansar, 
and Moolah Shrine Legions of 
Honor for the great job they did.  
It was a great day.  There were 
more than 2000 people present 
from all over the region to take 
part in the Grand Opening.  Then 
my Chief of Staff and I joined the 
GLSALOH Commander, Paul 

Barker and his Chief of Staff at the Past Com-
manders Dinner held by the Mohammed Legion 
of Honor in Eureka, Illinois, on 19 May.  Thanks 
to Past Commander and the Mohammed Legion 
of Honor for a great evening.  Hopefully, the trip 
to Eureka was my last trip without Lady Deb.  On 
30 May, Lady Deb retired from the Air Force at 
Scott AFB after twenty-five years of service.  We 
got everything moved into our home in Missouri 
and promptly set out for Ottawa.  I was joined by 
Imperial Chief Rabban Chris Smith in Ottawa 
where we joined with the Canadians to lay a 
wreath at the War Memorial.  It was a beautiful 
ceremony.  The next day, the City of Ottawa de-
clared the day Shriner’s Day and we took part in a 
brief ceremony with the Mayor of Ottawa.  What 
a great honor to join with the nobles of Tunis 
Shrine Center and brothers from Rameses Shrine 
Center in Toronto, Karnak Shrine Center in Mon-
treal, and Mocha Shrine Center in London, Ontar-
io.  Thanks to the LOH members and the Divan of 
Tunis for the great hospitality while we were 
there.  This was a really great time.  I hope more 
of us will make the effort to attend in the future.  I 
know we plan to return.  From Ottawa, Deb and I 
toured through Quebec and into Vermont where I 
had a chance to visit the area where my wife grew 
up.  Then we drove across to Buffalo, New York 
where we were the guests of Illustrious Sir Jim 
Van Slyke and Lady Susan.  We were privileged 
to attend his Potentate’s Ball along with IALOH 
Past Commander, Robert Cook and Lady Rickie 
and Past IALOH Chief of Staff Ralph Bartlett, 
P.P. and Lady June.   It was a great time with 
good friends.        

 Continued on page 2.       

From the Commander’s Desk...  

 

The Crystal Ball 
Looking at the Future… 

————————–———————– 
 

 
GLSA Annual Meeting 

Fort Wayne, IN 
06-08 August 2015 

 
MASA Fall Meeting 

Virginia Beach, VA 
03-05 September 2015 

 
SASA Fall Meeting 

Myrtle Beach, SC 
16-19 September 2015 

 
Arlington Wreath Laying 

Arlington, VA 
05=08 November 2015 

 
 

Check the IALOH web site for 
details and registration forms 
in addition to information on-

other upcoming events 

 

If you would like your Associa-
tion meeting listed here, please 

pass the information to the 
Adjutant. 

 

Jim Pulley 

Intl. Commander 1 

1st Intl. LCDR 2 

2nd Intl. LCDR 2 

3rd Intl. LCDR 4 

4th Intl. LCDR 5 

5th Intl. LCDR 9 

6th Intl. LCDR 10 

7th Intl. LCDR 8 

8th Intl. LCDR 9 

Intl. Adjutant 3 

Contact Them 11 

Arlington Registration 7 
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 1st Lieutenant Commander’s Message                            Division One 

Dear Legion Nobles & Ladies, 

  As we lighted up the skies with spectacular 

fireworks across our nation in celebration of 

the Fourth of July, our country’s birthday; 

since 1776 to the present day, July 4th has 

been celebrated as the birth of American in-

dependence, with typical festivities ranging 

from fireworks, parades and concerts to more 

casual family gatherings and barbecues.  I 

hope that everyone had a wonderful 4th of 

July celebration. 

On June 3 – 6, 2015, the 81st annual Texas 
Shrine Association Convention (TSA) was 
held in Corpus Christi, Texas. The Texas 
Association Legions of Honor (TALOH) 
competing units from 13 Shrine Centers 
around Texas competed. Some of the Units  

participated In-Line Competition while others 
did the drill competition. Congratulations to 
TALOH Commander Chicky for an outstand-
ing competition. On Saturday morning Com-
mander Chicky had a wonderful TALOH 
breakfast. Soon thereafter, we participated in 
the TSA parade along the shoreline Blvd. 

On July 5– 9, 2015, we attended the 141st 
Imperial Session Houston, Texas.  On Sun-
day, July 5 the International Association Le-
gions of Honor (IALOH) Commander Pulley  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

held a 
meet-

ing. In 
at-
tendance were the IALOH Officers and their 
ladies, Divan members, PIC, Asst Rabban 
Bob Cook & his Lady and PIC, Illustrious Sir 
Gary Henderson, PIC  

Ted Henderson and Unit Commanders &  

their ladies.  The Officers introduced their 
guests and gave a report on his division.  

  Commander Pulley reminded everyone  

about his incoming convention and events in 
the near future.  On April 6-10, 2016 “join us 
for a trip down memory lane as we get our 
kicks on Route 66” Commander Pulley & the 
Officers & their ladies would like invite eve-

ryone to attend the International Association 
Legions of Honor 85th Annual Convention. 
The Convention will be held at the Regency 
Conference Center and Hilton Garden Inn, 
O’Fallon, Illinois. 

  Happy Summer Days are here, if you are 
excited about this summer, then chances are 
you will be ready to hit the beach and pool 
with some friends. However, the summer is 
also a time for many people to travel the 
world. So, keep calm and enjoy the summer. 

If I can be of any assistance, please call me at 
956-607-3640 or email: medi-
na502@aol.com; also you can call my Chief 
of Staff Jim Fox 816-560-7724 or email: 
kbzerofox1@gmail.com 

Gilbert Medina 
1st Lt. Commander 
IALOH 

  

                                  

 

 

 

 

 

Morris Sykes 

Continued from page 1 

Thank you for your military service and the 
sacrifices you made for your country while 
serving. We look forward to seeing you in 

our travels. “Precious moments and precious 
friends—they are the treasures to hoard and 
cherish. We find ourselves wealthy in both 
and are thankful that you are part of that 
treasure.”  It’s truly an honor  to be a  

member of the Legion of Honor. 

Yours in the faith, 

Jim Pulley 

Commander 

Gilbert Medina 

2nd Lieutenant Commander’s Message                             Division Two 

Spring is always a time of renewal transfor-

mation and change. Yes, spring is in the air 
and we’ve seen the jesters do their April 
Fool’s Day things once again. Time marches 
on for all of us. Change comes whether 
we’re ready for it or not.   Now on a more 
serious tone, spring is the renewal time for 
the IALOH and its annual Convention which 
took place in April as usual. Outgoing Com-
mander Ted Henderson picked Tampa, Flori-
da for the 2015 convention location.  What 

could be finer than the home of the IN-
TERNATIONAL IMPERIAL 
SHRINE and one of our Shrine Hospitals 
for Children? This was also a warm, sunny 
place for snowbound people to come and 
enjoy the beach. Congratulations go to the 

new PIC Ted , for a great location and 
convention. There were four people running 

for three positions to be filled,as it has been 
for many years.  Since 2003 we have had  

real interest in running for vacant positions 
on the slate.   Congratulations go first to 
James A. Pulley who was elected Interna-
tional Commander.  The following were 
raised one Lt. position:  1st Lt. Gilbert G. 
Median, 2nd Lt. Morris W. Sykes, 3rd Lt. Ray 
Combs, 4th Lt. Eddie Daffern, 5th Lt. Albert 
Gonzalez, and 6th Michael D. Murray. The 
two vacated positions to be elected went to 
7th Lt. Tracy Coughlin and 8th Lt. Steven 
Walker. The position of Adjutant was open 
with the retirement of Ronald A. Lee and 
Kevin Fox was elected IALOH Adjutant  for 
the three year term. Then Ronald A. Lee was 
quickly elected Adjutant Emeritus. The 2016 
Convention will be April 6 – 10 in O’Fallon, 
IL; 2017 will be April 19 – 22 in Corpus 
Christ, TX; and 2018 is being planned for 
April 25 – 28 in Overland Park, KS.              
(Continued on page 3) 

Deadline for the  
October  

Newsletter 
Is 

01 October 2015 

mailto:medina502@aol.com
mailto:medina502@aol.com
mailto:kbzerofox1@gmail.com
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We can expect each new International Com-
mander to make some significant changes. 
Last year, PIC Ted Henderson set up the 

DIVISION like the International Imperial 
Associations with the intention that the Lt. 

Number and DIVISION number would 
be the same.  That way, all 144 LOH units 
would know who was going to be their next 

year’s IALOH DIVISION Lt. 
Commander. Commander Jim Pulley 
made some changes as to which states are in 

a DIVISION.  He pulled some 
states out of one Shrine Association and put 
them into a different Shrine Association, 
changing things which are too numerous to 
mention. I have been assigned the same geo-

graphic area as last year however the DIVI-
SION number has changed from three to 
two.  I have been trying for several years to 
attend the joint dinner of the Al Kaly and El 
Jebel Shrines in Colorado.  It’s usually held 
at Duke’s Steak House in Castle Pines, Colo-
rado, which is owned by the widow of a 
former member. Other commitments have 
always prevented me from attending.  

  This year Lady Suzette and I were able to 
attend. We both love the mountains, pine 
trees and snow. In addition to being a life 
member of Arab Shrine in Topeka, KS, 

  I’m an Associate Member of the Al Kaly 
and El Jebel Shrines Honor units.  So it’s 
especially gratifying to be warmly received 
by the two Colorado Legion of Honor Units.  
Being a cowboy, I really enjoyed two events 
in the Flint Hills of Kansas before traveling 
to Canada in June. The first was the Flint 
Hills Rodeo in Strong City, which has been 
the longest continuous rodeo in Kansas for 
78 years.   So it’s especially gratifying to be 
warmly received by the two Colorado Legion 
of Honor Units.  Being a cowboy, I really 
enjoyed two events in the Flint Hills of Kan-
sas before traveling to Canada in June. The 
first was the Flint Hills rodeo in Strong City,  

 which has been the longest continuous rodeo 
in Kansas for 78 years. The second was Lady 
Suzette and I treating ourselves to a steak in 
an overnight at the historic Grand Central 
Hotel in Cottonwood Falls. Next, we flew to 
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada. We were met at the 
airport by Len and Marie Potechin and taken 
to the Hunt and Golf Country Club for lunch. 
The club is one of my favorite places in Otta-
wa. The food is wonderful and I love the 
pictures of Ike (President Eisenhower) play-
ing golf and the warm hospitably of Len and 
Marie. Then we had an evening at the Mar-
riott with good friends CDR Jim and Deb 
Pulley, COS Jim and Nancy Lare, Ray and 
Pat Combs, Al Gonzalez and Jim Cone.  

  On Sunday, we were greeted by Ken Snid-
er, PP of Tunis Shrine and Commander of 
the Wreath and Poppy Laying at the Tomb of 
the Unknown Canadian Soldier and by mem-
bers from Rameses Shrine and Mocha 
Shrine. The weather this year was the finest 
it has been for the last ten years I have at-
tended. On Sunday, we were greeted by Ken 
Snider, PP of Tunis Shrine and Commander 
of the Wreath and Poppy Laying at the Tomb 

of the Unknown Canadian Soldier and by 
members from Rameses Shrine and Mocha 
Shrine. The weather this year was the finest 
it has been for the last ten years I have at-
tended. The following day was rainy, which 
was the Monday that was declared National 
Shriner day by the Mayor of Ottawa.  The 
Mayor was joined by Tunis Potentate  Dale 
Olm for a public dedication on the city 
square near the Memorial that honors all 
Canadian veterans in wars from WW I to 
present day. Local radio station Boom 99.7 
broadcast the ceremony.  Also attending 
were representatives from Montreal Shrine 
Hospital along with several children from the 
hospital. Ceremonies were followed by a 
Welcoming Hospitality Buffet back at the 
hotel, provided by the Tunis Shrine with fine 
food, fellowship and drinks enjoyed by all.  

   

All good things have to come to an end so 
the next day Lady Suzette and I had catch a 
5:00 AM flight with a four hour layover in 
New Jesey.  

  The long layover caused me to be unable to 
attend the Annual Arab Flag Day Picnic in 
Topeka, KS as well as the Abdallah Memori-
al Korean and Vietnam Day service in Kan-
sas City, MO . The Arab Shrine Spring Cere-
monial was a good one with 24 or more new 
Nobles taking the class and getting Fez’d, 
and the Legion of Honor getting two more 
young members.  Later that same day one 
said he would be glad to carry a flag in the 
parade!   It seems Lady Suzetteand I are 
always booking ourselves for two things on 
the same day, but it makes for a full and 
enjoyable life.After the Spring Ceremonial 
we drove out into the Flint Hills and attended 
the 10th Annual Grasslands of the World 
Symphony in the Flint Hills performed by 
the Kansas City Symphony.  As I look for-
ward to the rest of the year, and my three 
years on the IALOH line, I know it’s natural 
that life will bring some changes, some ex-
pected and some not.  I know we need to be 
intentional about change if we in our Legion 
of Honor units are to ever improve.  So, let’s 
think of Change,and the Transparence that 
has to occur to help all of us understand and 
accept Change, and how Change has to be 
meaningful and productive if we are to im-
prove our Numbers.  

 

Change   -    Transparnce     -    Numbers 

 

Morris W. Sykes 

2nd Lt. Commander 

New email ad-
dress:mwsykes33@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Kevin Fox 

From the Adjutant/Editor 

 

(Continued from page 2) 

The military kept me busy and then after the 
military I was knee deep in raising a family. 
Once the kids were grown  I joined the 
shrine in 2009 and have met so many nice 
people who love to give their time to helping 
children in need. I am currently living in 
Pennsylvania but I am in the process of mov-
ing to Florida, hopefully before the cold sets 
in.  

  Growing up, both my  grandfather and fa-
ther who were Masons told me that if you 
want to get respect you have to give respect.  
I am a firm believer in that. That plainly 
shows character and only a man’s character 
is the real criterion of worth.  When we took 
the oath of an entered apprentice, we took to 
heart and with much regards to honoring 

                  Continued on page 

Nobles, 

  Thank you for electing me as your International 
Adjutant. I have some really big shoes to fill and I 
am trying to learn as I go. I am asking your for 
your patience while I grow into this position. I will 
do the best of my ability and will try not to let 
anyone  down. I will try to answer any questions 
that you have while I learn all of the processes and 
procedures, and if I do not have the answer I will 
let you know and will get back to you as soon as 
possible.  

Just a side note  about me. I became a Master Ma-
son in November  of 1985.   

mailto:mwsykes33@gmail.com
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Hello everyone from the Combs 

household.  We have started out the month of 
April traveling to Columbus Ohio for the 
LOSNA Thea Court No 5 Open Installation. 
Great big congratulations to Lady Kathy 
Amspaugh for her advancement to High 
Priestess. It was a very beautiful event and 
we wish them a successful year. Lady Pat 
served as High Priest of Bara Court in 2006 
and I am so proud of her doing so, she now 
belongs to Bona Court in Cincinnati due to 
Bara Court closing.  

We had our Spring Reunion for the 
Scottish Rite this month and I enjoyed again 
working in the candidate’s room this year. 
I’m honored that I can do something in return 
for my Scottish Rite this year and look for-
ward to doing this again this fall.  Group was 
small but that seems to be the trend every-
where I travel. It will turn soon I hope. It’s up 
to all of us to continue to seek membership 
for the Masonic Orders.  My goal each year is 
to get one person to join, it is sometimes hard 
but I make it and so can you my brother. 

Antioch Shrine Temple held their 
Salute the Troops dinner and entertainment 
this month. What a turn out and what a show. 
The USO show was superb. Just like back in 
the day with Bob Hope, Jack Benny, and the 
USO ladies performing. What memories. We 
had almost a hundred veterans show up for 
this event and man did we ALL have a blast 
from the past!! Thank you Ills Sir Kevin 
Sweeney and Lady Val. All the divan mem-
bers took part and made a special evening for 
all of us in attendance. 

IALOH Convention in Tampa was 
a great time. I thank all of you for electing 
myself to move forward to the 3rd Lt Cmdr. 
for this year. I will continue to work for you 
and support you in every way possible. 

After the International Convention, 
Lady Pat and I, and our best of friends, trav-
eled on to Key West on a little R & R.  Pat 
has never been to the Keys and it was on her 
bucket list, so guess what, off into the wild 
blue wonder! What a splendid time we  had. 
Lady Pat and I love to travel so invite us and 
we’ll do our best to make it to some of your 
events. . We do stay busy in all of the Mason-
ic Bodies and enjoy all of our friendships.  

May was a busy month with a lot of 
birthdays. We had four this month, along 
with our granddaughter’s graduation in At-
lanta Ga. Almost 1000 students graduated in 
that class that day. It was a long event but 
we’re very proud grandparents . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

S.A.S.A 
was held in 
Lex- ington 
KY this 
month and 
Lady Pat and I 
were in attend-
ance. We had a great time, meeting friends 
and making new ones as well. We would like 
to thank you, Commander Barry McCaslin 
for such an enjoyable weekend. 

Lexington Shrine Hospital had their 
Hospital Day Open House and it was a total 
success, followed by the parade of units. 

Antioch Legion of Honor again 
posted Colors at our local Shiloh Church in 
honor of our military members on Memorial 
Day.  We have been doing this now for close 
to 15 years. What an honor to attend our local 
churches and participate in our military re-
membrance. 

June took us into Canada for their 
Laying of the Wreath at the Tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier. This was my 6th year in 
doing so and it is always an honor to do this. 
Thank you guys for inviting us up to your 
special tribute to your Veterans.  Imp Sir 
Chris Smith and our International LOH Com-
mander Jim Pulley were there for this special 
event as well as Lt Cmdr. Morris Sykes, Lt 
Cmdr. Ray Combs, and Lt Cmdr. Al Gonza-
lez.  Beautiful event and we did beat the 
weather this year, usually we get rained on. 

From there we traveled to Montreal 
Canada where Lady Pat and I visited and 
toured the Montreal Shrine Hospital, as al-
ways, a beautiful building for our children. 

Lady Pat and I traveled on down 
the and did a little R&R for ourselves visiting 
the following states; Vermont, New Hamp-
shire, Maine, New York, Mass., Penn., New 
Jersey, and Rhode Island.  While in Penn we 
stopped and did a tour of the Philadelphia 
Shrine Hospital as well. 

Once we left that hospital, we trav-
eled down to Gettysburg National Park to 
enjoy a little bit of history from this great 
country.  What an awesome experience to 
stand on the battlefield and look out over the 
country side where such a devastating battle 
took place. 

Lexington Shrine Hospital, Lexing-
ton Ky is operating under budget so far this 
year and the construction is for the new hos-
pital is well on its way.  No problems thus far 

and due to open early 2017. Will give you a 
good date when we get close to opening day. 

Heading out to Houston Texas soon 
for the Imperial Session and I hope to see a 
lot of you there. The IALOH again this year 
gets to post colors and how proud we are to 
do so. 

 

Keep em Flying 

 

Ray Combs, P.P 

3rd  Lt Cmdr. 

 

 

 

 3rd Lieutenant Commander’s Message Division Three 

Ray Combs 

 

The objectives of the 

International Association 

Legions of Honor are: 

 To foster a Spirit of Patriotism 

and 

Love of Country and Flag; 

To perpetuate the memory 

of our Comrades in Arms  

who made the Supreme Sacrifice 

by giving their lives for their 

country  

while members of the Armed 

Forces; 

To devote our efforts  

as individuals and 

Legion of Honor Units 

to strive for an increase in 

Friendship and Cooperation 

between our Legion of Honor 

Units 

and other Units 

of Shriners International 
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  Summer greetings to everyone!  The  

IALOH Convention is history and we are in 
the beginningdays of another great year.  Past 
Commander Ted Henderson had an outstand-
ing convention and everyone had a great 
time.  Thank you Ted!  Newly elected Com-
mander Jim Pulley is doing a great job and 
travelling a lot.  Congratulations to him and 
Deb.   

    Congratulations also to Steve Walker be-

ing elected 8th Lt Cmdr and to Tracy Cough-

lin being elected 7th Lt Cmdr.  They and their 

ladies, Leighanne and Janet, are great addi-

tions to the line.  Ron Lee is now the Emeri-

tus Adjutant but says he will still be very 

visible to us all.  For the time being, he is 

also continuing to publish the Yearbook.  

Ron, and his lady Helen, were always a great 

source of information for Shari and me and I 

will miss him being on the line.  But, we 

have another great noble who is now our 

Adjutant, Kevin Fox.  He and his lady Kelly 

are also great people and we are glad to have 

them on the line.  Being Adjutant isn’t easy, 

and while Kevin is learning the job, be pa-

tient with him, because he will do a great job 

also. 

  Shari and I, along with TALOH Command-

er, Bill Chicky visited the LOH at Khiva 

Shrine in Amarillo, TX on May 13th and 14th.  

We attended the Temple Stated meeting on 

the 13th and the Potentate, Ill. Sir Wayne 

Adams, not only had the LOH stand to be 

recognized, but .   

     

 4th Lieutenant Commander’s Message Division Four 

Eddie Daffern 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On June 3rd through 6th, we attended Texas 
Shrine Association in Corpus Christi.  
TALOH Commander, Bill Chicky, had a 
great breakfast meeting and a well organized 
competition arena.  We had teams from Hella  

to be recognized, but  Also brought them all 

up on the dais to be recognized.  .  

  The temple is very glad to have them back 

as a viable unit,  This is a not a new unit, but 

one that has begun to get new members, get 

organized and to start participating in pa-

rades and at the temple.  One noble, Bo 

Ledinski, was the sole member for many 

years and kept dues paid to International so 

their charter would not lapse.  They had over 

20 members at their meeting and they are all 

quality guys who are able to lead the unit.  

We are very proud of them. 

Temple in Dallas, Karem Temple in Waco, 
Ben Hur in Austin and Al Amin in Corpus 
Christi competing. .  I competed with Ben 
Hur who came in second in the Color Guard 

Ben Hur in Austin and Al Amin in Corpus 
Christi competing. .  I competed with Ben 
Hur who came in second in the Color Guard-
Competition and 2nd in the Parade Competi-
tion.  Two different sets of military failed to 
show, so Commander Chicky picked three 
ladies to be judges and they did a great job.  

  In a few days, we will be making our way 
to Houston for Imperial.  Right now, I know 
we will have a short meeting on Sunday, July 
5th and then the IALOH officers will present 
the colors for the opening ceremony.  I will 
report on all that in the next Newsletter.  
Hope to see a lot of your there. 
 

Semper Fi, 
Eddie Daffern, PP 
4th Lt Commander, IALOH 

5th Lieutenant Commander’s Message                                      Division Five 

2015 started out at Jericho's LOH Change 

of Command Ceremony in Kingsport TN.  
David Morrison was installed as the new 
LOH Commander. Congratulations to all the 
new Officers. 

March found us at the annual TALOH 
Change of Command Ceremony Bill Chicky 
was installed as Commander.My good 
friend, Arvid Bergman was installed as 2nd 
Lt. Cdr. congratulations to all the new Offic-
ers. 

In March we attended the MASA LOH 

Change of Command in Wyomissing PA. 

Our new IALOH Adjutant, Kevin Fox went 

out of office and Barry Weisserwas installed 

as the new Commander. There were old and 

new friends there, Kevin  Fox, Barry 

Weisser, some new friends,Bryan and Melis-

sa,  

Al Gonzalez 

Barbara and Ed,  Brad Slinkard and Cathy 
Shaddle. We all went out for a lovely dinner  

with Kathy Hagan who organized it with 
Phyllis & Bill Weiss, Brad & Cathy, Bryan 
& Melissa, and Steve Walker withhis new 
bride Leighanne.   

  An "on the road" habit I have is towalk up 
to anybody that shows a sign of being a Ma-
sonic brother... and shake his hand. While at 
the restuarant, this time it turned out to be the 
Pennsylvania Grand Master, Bob Bateman 
along with his entire traveling entourage. I 
introduced myself and my companions. We 
had a great time getting to know one another, 
taking pictures, and exchanging business 
cards and pins right there in the Lobby 

   In April we all went to the IALOH Con-
vention in Tampa FL. Ted had a great Con-
vention and one of the best bands I've ever 
heard. It was of a Carribean vibe, everyone 
loved it.        (Continued on page 6) 
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Congratulations to our new Commander, 

Jim Pulley and all the rest of the newly elect-
ed Officers. 

In May I visited the Omar Shrine Officers of 
Mt. Pleasant SC while they were at Myrtle 
Beach having their Ceremonial. 

We then headed for Pigeon Forge TN to 

attend "Fun Fest" sponsored by Kerbela 

Shrine of Knoxville TN. It is an annual 

Fundraiser for them. This year was their 39th 

year. I.S. Jim Cain and his lovely Lady Patsy 

were in attendance.  There were quite a few 

TN, KY, WV, VA, NC, and SC Temples 

there. We had no idea of where any of them 

were staying, sowe went up & down the 
Hwy looking for anything that looked to be 

Shrine and proceeded to search them out. We 

got to meet alot of new folks this way.  

   Rizpah from Madisonville KY was cook-
ing a fish fry about the time we appeared in 
their Hospitality. They invited us to stay and 
we broke bread with them...it was a great 
dinner. We visited with El Hasa where Jim 
Smith and his crew were getting their Hospi-
tality started. 

I met the Kerbela LOH Commander at the 

"All UnitsMeet & Greet" in the Convention 

Center. Just the other day, in the mail, ar-

rived the KERBELA KNEWS, their News-

letter..in it was a picture of the Cdr. and I in 

the "Scrapbook" section. 

   In all, I visited at the Al Menah, Alham-
bra, Kazim, Kena, El Hasa, Kerbela, and 
Jericho Shrine Hospitalities. 

We stayed with Jericho at Mainstays Inn and 
had a great time as always. I Rode on their 
trailer in the Parade.  

Potentate Eddie Moore and his Lady Sissie 
had her crew lined up for all the Hospitality 
shopping, cooking, serving, and clean-up. 
Thoes gals do such a great job every year.  

The Nobles of Jericho put on a BBQ one 

evening in the Mainstay Pavillion. What a 

fine meal it was. Also, at this time, I took the 

opportunity to present Jericho PC Chuck 

Blair with his IALOH Distinguished Service 

Award Certificate and Pin. He was flaber-

gasted and very humbled by the gesture. 

  My Lady Laurie went through the "Hillbilly 
Degree". She was always one by birth...but 
now she is official. We look forward to many 
future Hillbilly outings. 

Next was the SASA Spring Meeting & Elec-

tions in Lexington KY.  
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(Continued from page 5) 

 This was my 7th SASA Spring Meeting. All you need is 3 in a row to be considered Emeri-
tus.. I consider myself Emeritus now. 

The evening's entertainment was really great. "Ladies of Liberty" ... looked and sounded like 
the Andrew sisters. They set the mood so good, you felt like you were back in the 40's!  They 
sang "Oh Johnnie O" and used Bill Sears as Johnnie.. he was covered in kisses and loving it! 

Congratulations to the Officers elect who will be installed at Myrtle Beach in September. We 
all had a good time and were able to meet Lady Sandi's family. I would like to wish her son 
Jay well.  

 Congratulations to  SASA PC David Conley of Amran Shrine for receiving the IALOH 
Distinguished Service Award presented by IALOH CDR. Jim Pulley. David was completely 
surprised and truly honored to receive this prestigious award. 

  Lady Laurie and I attended the Lexington Shrine Hospital's Open House celebration on 
Sunday before we left for home. They had tours, entertainment, food, and a Parade. Fortu-
nately, the last Unit came through before the sky opened up and dumped rain on everyone. 
10 minutes   later, the sky was blue and sunny again. While there, I took the opportunity  to 
say "Hello" to a fellow Kansan, the Imperial Oriental Guide, Jeff Sowder. Fellow IALOH 
Officer Ray Combs, Lady Pat, and Clara showed us around the Hospital and had lunch with 
us.  

Jim Cone, my Chief Personal Aide and Amran LOH Cdr., as well as having been elected to 
3rd Lt. Cdr. on the SASA line and I had the honor of attending the Ottawa Canada Wreath 
Laying Ceremony. In attendance also was Imperial Chief Rabban, Chris Smith, International 
LOH Commander Jim Pulley along with his COS Jim Lare, 2nd Lt. Cdr. Morris Sykes, and 
3rd Lt Cdr. Ray Combs...their Ladies accompanied them.  

This is the 4th Canadian Wreath Laying Ceremony I've been to and Jim Cone's first. 

 While in Canada, we attended "Shriner Appreciation Day", as proclaimed by the Mayor. We 
were able to meet the Grand Master of Ottawa Ontario Canada and had  a great timemeeting 
several new Tunis Shrine members. Jim Cone and I are looking forward to attending next 
year with our ladies. 

While driving to Ontario, I felt the need for a cup of coffee. We saw a restuarant sign but had 
no idea how far from the highway it may have been. When we finally arrived and it was 
packed. There was an adjacent grocery-convenience store. We went in and happened to meet 
the owner. He was so pleased that we had travelled from Kansas and North Carolina for that 
special Ceremony, that he gave us the coffee for free. I missed the photo op...so we'll have to 
go back!  Our next trip is to Imperial in Houston TX. It's an honor to be in the Legion of 
Honor. 
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  7th Lieutenant Commander’s Message Division Seven 

, 

  From the Adjutant/Editor                                                                Continued from page 3 

As the newly elected 7th Lt Commander, I’d like to 
begin my reign of terror with a sincere thank you 
to all the nobles who supported me at the2015 
IALOH convention in Tampa, Florida. And an 
even bigger thank you goes out to all those who 
voted for me!  I promise the trust you put in me 
will not be abused or taken for grant-
ed. Congratulations to Steve Walker for his elec-
tion to 8th Lt Commander and Kevin Fox for being 
elected as our new Adjutant. And of course, con-
gratulations to all the officers as they advance on 
the line. We’re looking forward to the leadership 
by our new Commander, Jim “Hill Billy” Pulley.  
Best of luck to all, we’re going to need it! 

    As a newly installed Past Commander, Ted 
“Legal Eagle” Henderson put on an excellent con-
vention where we all had a blast at the Pirates of 
the Caribbean Party.  It took some fancy sword 
work and a little gun powder, but I was able to win 
the best pirate costume contest and along with my 
wench, Janet, won the best pirate couple con-
test. By the way, Janet also goes by “What the hell 
did he do now?” Ted’s Tiki Bar was a blast and 
thanks to the folks from Bahia LOH for staffing the 
bar and helping us all enjoy the weekend. And I’m 
told there was a wonderful banquet sometime dur-
ing the weekend and I’m sure I had a great time 
because I woke up with a new LOH medallion 
after it was all over with. 

    My first assault as a new IALOH officer was to 
Sarasota for the Florida Shrine Association Annual 
Convention. I wasn’t left to my own evil ways 
because Commander “Hill Billy” Pulley and PIC 
“Legal Eagle” Henderson were in attendance and 
did their best to keep me in line. FSA Commander 
Malcom Van Dyke put on a well-attended hospital-
ity room and an excellent banquet. I must say that 
I’ve never had a better meal at any Shrine event 
than the one served Saturday night by the Sahib 
kitchen staff.  

Tracy Coughlin 

staff. And speaking of staff, my 
Chief of Staff, Karl “Short 
Round” Stimson, was elected as 
the new FSA Commander for the 
year. If all goes well, we’ll get 
out of this alive. 

    I soloed as an IALOH officer 
when I had the honor of present-
ing Chuck Riggin of Alee LOH 
his Meritorious Service Award 
and pin. Chuck has done a great 
job promoting and representing 
not only the LOH, but his unit 
and temple. The award couldn’t 
have been presented to a better 
person. Thank you to Command-
er Jim Dover and the Alee LOH 
nobles for a great meal and mak-
ing me feel welcomed at your 
meeting. I hope to visit again 
soon, but let’s do it when it’s not 

so hot outside. 

As I go through this line, I’d like to know what I 
can do to support your unit. I can’t promise any-
thing, but I can’t help if I don’t know what you 
need. It’s my goal to find ways to increase the 
value of the IALOH for the associations and 
units.  Please call or send me an email with your 
suggestions or ideas. My contact information can 
be found elsewhere in the newsletter, so I won’t 
take up space repeating it, but if it’s not, give me 
a call and I’ll give you my phone number. 

 

As I write this, I’m getting ready for my first 
Imperial Session in Houston and I’m looking 
forward to the trip. Hopefully they’ll let me back 
next year and look for my report next time. I just 
hope it’s not a police report from Houston. 

 

Until next time,  

 

Tracy Coughlin 

 

and respecting our fellow brothers..  With all 
the troubles we are having in our society, we 
as Masons and Shriners need to stick togeth-
er.  There are two paragraphs in the Shriner’s 
Creed that I would like to quote. 

  “As individuals we pledge ourselves to 
integrity, virtue and nobility of character. 
Our intentions will be honorable, our rela-
tions will be trustworthy and our spirits for-
giving of each other.” 

 “As brothers we offer each other fraternal 
affection and respect. Together we will sup-
port each other in adherence to this creed so 
that we and our communities will be all the 
better because of our fraternity and its princi-
ples.” 

Charlie here………. 

  Even though a marriage is made in 
heaven, the maintenance work has to be 
done here on earth. 

 

 

 

 

There is an anonymous author who said,  

“Watch your thoughts; they become words. 
Watch your words; they become actions. 
“Watch your actions; they become habits. 
Watch your habits; they become character; 
and watch your  character; because it be-
comes your destiny.” 

  These are words that we as Masons and 
Shriners should live by. If we are to move 
forward to a destiny that is positive and will 
reflect the true meaning of Masonry and 
Shrinedom. So let’s think about this as we go 
along with our daily lives and be the best we 
can be. This will be a testament to ourselves 
as individuals and as masons and shriners. 
May God bless you and  keep everyone  

Safe as we are travel to different shrine func-
tions and events. Please remember Arlington 
Wreath Laying Ceremony is just around the 
corner. I know that our 4th Lt Commander 
Dafferin will have a great hospitality room 
for everyone to  enjoy.  I am looking forward 
to seeing everyone there and hope that we 
have new nobles there as well. 

  Finally, I would like to ask all the unit lead-
ers to check with their Adjutants and Finance 
officers to make sure the Annual Report has 
been submitted and the current year’s dues 
have been paid. 

Yours in the faith, 

 Kevin Fox 
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 Within the scope of my Legion of Honor 
duties as Commander of our Unit at Al 
Bahr Shrine, I have found myself busy as 
the 1st Lt Cmdr of the Western Shrine 
Association Legions of Honor and now 
have been elected to the position of 8th Lt 
Cmdr for the International Association 
Legions of Honor. What a terrific way to 
continue my time in the Shrine. 

Besides fulfilling the tasks and areas of 

the country assigned to me, I would like 

veterans to get more visibility in the 

Shrine,  , but even more important to me 

is to get more veterans into the Shrine.  

  To me the Shrine and Masonry is the 
perfect organization for someone who 

has spent time in the military. It has the 
same close friendships and environment 
that they experienced serving their coun-
try.    Who is this newly elected 8th Lt 
Cmdr you may be asking yourself. I was 
born in Los Angeles, Ca and have lived 
here all but seven years in Tulsa, OK. My 
wife Leighanne and I have a home cur-
rently in a small community in San Diego 
County. When I am not busy with the 
Scottish Rite of San Diego, Royal  arch 

Masons or more importantly my Blue 
Lodge, Consuelo #325, I enjoy a round of 
golf when I can and always have time for 
family and friends outside of Masonry.  

   My military involvement was short 
probably compared to others, but the 
time spent within the United States Navy  
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Steven C. Walker 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

in particular on the U.S.S. Midway has 

given me a lifetime of memories. After 

getting out of the Navy I was able to 

join the Air National Guard while living 

in Tulsa, Ok, then after moving back to 

California I joined the California Air 

National Guard for some additional 

years until a medical issue forced me 

out. Being elected as an International 

Officer for the I.A.L.O.H. is an honor 

that will help me carry out my vision of 

military importance in this great coun-

try we live in. 

Arlington Wreath Laying 

  The Arlington Wreath Laying is a  

time to reflect on those who have  

given their final sacrifice with their  

lives so that we may be free.   Please  

come out and show your respect to 

 these veterans on Nov 4th to the 8th. 

 Please see the information  in this  

newsletter for more information. 

 

 

A pessimist is someone who 

   looks at the land of milk  

   and honey and sees only  

    calories & Cholesterol. 
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Contact Them 

Disclaimers and Odds and Ends  

Opinions expressed in individual articles are the opinions 
of the authors and not necessarily those of the Editor or 
Officers of the International Association Legions of Hon-
or. Articles may be edited for size constraints but editori-
al content will be maintained.  

The IALOH newsletter is to be published periodically as 
a way to “pass the word” and get applications/forms to 
the membership. Distribution is to all Legion of Honor 
Units and to individual subscribers at the rate of $10.00 
per year. A free, on-line version is available for download 
from the IALOH web site, http:://www.ialoh.org. If you 
would like to receive a printed edition of the newsletter, 
please contact the International Adjutant. 

Yearbook advertising rates are as follows: 

 Full Page $110.00 
 Three Quarter (3/4) Page $85.00 
 Half (1/2) Page $60.00 
 Quarter (1/4) Page and 
 Business Card Size $30.00 
 Four 1/4 Page Ads $110.00 
 
Ad submission forms are available online at 
www.ialoh.org or from the International Adjutant. 
Yearbooks are also available to the general membership 
for $20.00 per copy plus postage. 
 
Remember, your support is deeply appreciated. 

Commander 

James A. “Jim” Pulley 

10 Woodbine Court 

Collinsville, IL 62234-1464 

Cell: 618-604-9650 

Email: collinsvillefan@att.net 

 

1st Lieutenant Commander 

I.S. Gilbert G. Medina PP 

413 Tanglewood Drive 

Mission, Texas 78574 

Ph: 956-781-5623 

Cell: 956-607-3640 

Email: medina502@aol.com 

 

2nd Lieutenant Commander 

Morris W. Sykes 

3925 N. Briarcliff Road 

Kansas City, MO 64116 

Cell: 816-260-9072 

Email: mwsykes@kc.rr.com 

 

3rd Lieutenant Commander 

I.S. Ray Combs, PP 

5242 Preble County Line Road 

Lewisburg, OH 45338-9602 

Ph: 937-833-2582 

Cell: 937-689-2393 

Email: pote.combs08@gmail.com 

 

4th Lieutenant Commander 

I.S. Eddie Daffern, PP 

P.O. Box 185 

Staples, TX 78670 

Ph: 512-357-9981 

Cell: 512-656-5691 

Email: edaffern@austin.rr.com 

 

 

5th Lieutenant Commander 

Albert Gonzalez 

5951 SW 30th Terrace 

Topeka, KS 66614 

Cell: 785-383-2313 

Email: algonza100@yahoo.com 

 

6th Lieutenant Commander 

Dr. Michael D. Murray, PhD 

6608 Newburgh Road  

Evansville, IN 47715-4463  

Cell: 812-449-2537 

Email: dr_mikemurray@hotmail.com 

 

7th Lieutenant Commander 

Tracy Coughlin 

517 Wax Palm Lane 

Chuluota, Fl 32766 

Ph: 407-542-4107  

Cell: 618-604-6869  

Email: tcough3475@aol.com 

   

 

8th Lieutenant Commander 

Steven (Steve) C. Walker 

 12260 Horado Rd. 

San Diego, CA  92128 

Cell:  760-917-9282 

Email:  steve1956@twc.com

   

Adjutant 

Kevin Fox 

512 Bow Lane 

Gilbertsville, PA 19525 

Cell: 610-496-1129 

Email: adjutant@ialoh.org 

 

 

 

Finance Officer 

Peter F. Phillips, PIC 

1902 Parkwood Drive 

Forest Hills, MD 21050-2005 

Ph: 410-557-8281 

Fax: 410-557-8291 

Email: finance@ialoh.org 

 

Judge Advocate 

Cyrus Kloner, PP 

20 Paige Street 

Rochester, NY 14619-1920 

Ph: 585-436-8216 

Email: cylegalrx@hotmail.com 

 

Quartermaster 

Michael L. Kimbrell, PC 

704 Lee Avenue 

Belleville, IL 62221 

Cell: 618-447-0460 

Email: quartermaster@ialoh.org 

 

International Chaplain 

Paul Sawyer,  PC 

620 Tower Street 

Kileen, TX  

Ph: 254-634-2377 

Cell:  254-338-1096 

Email: 75thrangerdad@hotrr.com 

 

Arlington Registration Chairman 

Raymond E. Coffey, PC 

6014 Temple Star Road Ext. 

Kingsport, TN 37660 

Ph: 423-349-7084 

Fax: 423-349-0301 

Email: recoffey@chartertn.net 




