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The Octoter Meeting

The first fall meeting of the Club will be held Monday, October 5,
at 8:00 p.m. in the regular meeting place, Room 504 Mills Bldg. Chief
purpose of the meeting is a reunion of the members. President Tom M.
Kirksey has been assked to discuss some of the bird experiences in
northern New Mexico during the past summer. XNembers should be prepared
to tell of any tirding since. the last meeting. This will te the Presi-
dent's last meeting for the duration, and he asks that all members mzke
a special effort to attend.

The May Field leeting

Mr. Arthur F. Hallorsn, lManager of the San Andres ¥ational Wildlife
Refuge, g2ve a most interesting =2ddress at the April meeting of the
Club., When he invited the group and its guests tc take 2 field trip in
lieu of a regular May meeting, his invitation was enthusisstieslly ac-
cepted. Some of the grour went to Ash Springs on May 2 and camped over-
night, while others joined them next morning. Ash Springs is st the
base of the S5an Andres Mountains in the Refuge ares.

The Alamogordo Highway from Las Cruces was followed sbout six miles
north of Los Cruces, where a left turn was masde on the ro=2d to the Jor-
nado del Muerte Experiment Station (Dept. of Agri.). This station is
also headquarters for the Refuge. A patrolman led the p=rty over the
remsining thirteen miles of rough chaparrel country to Ash Springs,
which is on the east side of a canyon. The road ends there, st =2n »1-
titude of 5,700 feet. ;

' This region is in the Upper Sonoren Life Zone. Blooming esh trees
overhung this spot, which is the source of several springs. Neerty
desert mesas and hillsides were covered with barrel cactus, yucca, oce~
tillo, century plsnt, 2nd prickly pesr. In ple3sant contrast meny
mountain cAanyons were green with pinyon, live o=zk, Junipcr, and 2sh.
Hackberry, poison sumac, wild goosgberry, 2nd besr grass grew in thick
profusion. Hundreds of wild flowers sdded color to the scenc.

Bird 1ife was quite abundant 2nd during the chilly hours of c=rly
morning the air was filled with musiec. The following birds werc otscr-
ved on the trip by various members of the group:

Turkey Vulture, 4 A Cactus Woodpecker
Blzck Vulture (en route): Ash-throated Flyc=tcher
Sharp-shinned Hawk Western Flycatcher
W. Red-tail Olive-sided Flycatcher
Swainson's Hawk Desert Horned IL=rk, flocks
Golden Eagle, 3 Violet-green Sw=llow, numcrous
Prairie Falcon (cn route) Trce Swallow
Decsert Sparrow Hawk Cliff Swellow (ssp.?)
Sc~led Quail Long-crested Jay, a flock
Mearns' Quail (Harper) Woodhouse's Jay, » flock
W. Mourning Dove, .several American Magpie '
White-winged Dove (Kirksey) White-necked Raven {en routc)
Nuttall’s Poor-will, 2 enalled all Verdin
night near cemp TLcad-colored Bush-tit

Western Nighth=wk, 2 (en route) W. House Wren
White~throated Swift, numerous B=2ird's Bewick Wren
Black-chinned Hummingbird, several Rock Wren
Cost=%s Hummingbird (otserved =t Westcrn Kockingbird

. - grent length and very close Crissal's Thrasher
5A}ié§?nge by MeBec, Allen, S~n-  Audubon's Hermit Thrush (Kcecfer)

1{§%ghez, and Kirksey) Grey-chcecked Thrush »
Brotad-t~ilecd Hummingbird, many Townscnd's Solitaire

(found 3 ocoupicd nests) Wcstern Gn-tertcher
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* Plumboous Gnatc-tcher
Ashy Ruby-orowned Ki
Whitc-rumped Shrikao,
Arizona Vireo
Ic~st Vireo
Plumbeous Vireo .

W. Worbling Vireo
Rey. Mtn. Orange-crowned W~rbler
Virginia's Jarbler

Ycllow Warbler (ssp.?)

Audubon's Warbler

Bl~ck-thro=tcd Gr=y Warblcr
Townscnd's Warbler
Long-tailed Ch=t
Pileol=zted ¥arbler, 2
Western Mendowlark

let, several
en route) .

flock

Yellow-hoaded Blackbird (cn route)

Red-wing (ssp.?){en route)
Scott's Oriole (en route)
Bullogck's Oriole ettt
Rky. Mtn. Song Sparrow

. Rky. Mtn.
- Cassin's Purple Finch
House Finch

. Great-tailed Grackle (en route)

Cowbird (ssp.?)(at Jornado)
Wegtern Tnnager . ®E
Arizona Pyrrhuloxi=z
Grosbeak

Arkansas Goldfinch

Canyon Towhee

Lark Bunting, flocks (cn route)

¥. Vesper Sparrow

Scott's Sparrow

W. Figld Sparrow (song heard by
McBee ~nd Kirksey)

Desert Sparrow -

Red-backed Junco

Montann Junco

N. Chipping Sparrow

Brewer's Sparrow

Yhite-crowned Sparrow

Gambel's Sparrow

‘¥n route home the group stopped at the Halloran's home at the

Jornado for a delightful supper.

For many and many = day the club memb

- ber the day at Ash Springs!”
(The writer thonks Mrs.
notes in compiling this paper.)

I .
crs will be exclziming,"Remom-

Len=a McBee for the‘uso of hor excellent

Mrs. J. Owen Allen

Albino Meadowlark Found

An ~1bino Meadowlark, just learning to fly, was cnptured ~% Orad,

Nebr-skn, July 9, 1942,

wis fully fe-~thcred, ~nd had red eyes.
its capture, nd was subsequently mounted for the
Contributed by Mrs. M-rguerita Wright.

linctin.

It wns pure white cxoeept for < yellow breast,

It 1lived for thrce d=ys aftcer
University Museum 2t

The Dipper's Nest in Hondo C3nyon

i

When I reached Taos, New‘Meiicb, on June 25th, 1942, it secmed =2
m~tter of some urgency that I.visit the Dippzr's nest very soon lest

the young might hnve flown.
MeBee ~nd the Kirkseys.

It hnd been found- the week before by Mrs.
Accordingly we prepared that s2me cvening to

tike 2 picnic supper to Hondo Canyon, where we cooked 2nd ate on the
tonk of the stre-m across from the ncst. TF

The young birds wore still "theré’ tho they hnd tecn photographed 't

1

btanded by Tom Kirkscy the week before, ~nd nothing further was expcetcd

of them unless it w~s to wnit until I eould see them.

obligingly did. . o
Thce nest, 2 globul~r
side, wzs well lodged on
rushing water. MNenr it,
. older nest, not in-usc.
Thrce ycwning mouths

of the nest, and sometimes 1 fourth could be seen dimly within.

This they veuy

~ffrir mrde of moss with the opening on the
~- shelf of rock about thrce feet =2bove the
some eight fect aw~y, wns =2nother simil-r o

4
t

with yeilbw.bills were visible in the door” ¥

-;"J'h (381

Tom banded the young birds, he found five, but the whole family wss
never scen in the entrance nt once, ~nd therc must have teen e freoue.t

snifting of position so thnt =211 five could be fed.

Ths prrent birds

always remrincd outside and fed them throush the door.

I h2ve never heard young birds with such loud voiccs,

Mhcn the

~dult bird approachcd, they began a shrill shricking, similar to the
scrzam of = howk, which could bte herrd for 7 long dist-ncc ~bove tne

r~or nd dash of the mount=~in torrcnt.

The prrents fod them industri--

ously ns we =w~tched, flying up or down strcam out of sight to gect food,
Thcy rcturned ~bout every five minutcs.
The photogrophing and banding of these nestlings wias no small foot,
for they could not be renched from thc cliff on which the ncst was ‘
built, 2nd Tom, oblig2d to stand ns~rly waist-desp in the rushing wa-

ter, could not keep his footing in the icy currcnt without celinging to
the rocks.
Two days later thc young birds were still there, but on June 30th
1rs. Y¥eBee found only two being fed 2t thc nest. The other three wereg
=t various distancces down the ceonyon, <nd were fed, still shrisking, -
by th- porents. On July 2nd the ncest was empty. Tom later found the
cmpty ncst of ~“nothcr peir of Dipp rs friivcer dosn the cinyon, ~nd
trouzet it ~w-y with him. li~ry Beclle Keafer
Prg2e 2
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Toos 2nd tne Sznere de Cristo llountsins of Lew liexico

Forty miles north of Sznts Fe¢ th zio Grrnde cmerges from 2 gorge
which h2s cut decply through the mesmland of Taos County from north to
south, dividing the county roughly in h~1f. Going up the side of this
dccp, rocky gorge, one cmérges on ¢ high mes» of vost oxtent, rengin
in clevation from scven to eight thous-nd fcet, with lofty mounteins rs
2 bnekground to the north =2nd c=st.

On this mosn lics the village of Tsos, 3t the basc of the S=2ngrc dc
Cristo liount~ins, the southcrnmost rangc of the Rockics. Dircectly bte-
nhind Tros stonds Wheeler Ponk, with its beld, snowy summit rcaching
12,800 fcet. Unlikc the mountrins of the E1 Paso recgion, the Sangre dc
Cristos ~re covercd with heevy vegeteation; in f:ct the C-rson T~tionsl
Forgst inmcludes nsarly ~11 of the ronge within its boundarics.

The Tnos mes” 1s truc snge 1~nd of the Upper Sonor<n Zonc¢, with its
pr~iric dogs =nd s ndy soil, sh~ding into thc¢ pinyon =nd juniper type
on the lower mount~in slopes. This belt soon gives way to the true
Tr-nsition type charncterizcd by yellow pine ond- the chipmunk -~nd Abcrt
(t~sscl-cnred) squirrcl.

As onc follows up » cnyon stre~m, the Can~di-n TLifc Zone is merkcd
ty the suddon beginning of the nspen groves, ~nd the sprueccs, firs, ~nd
LGEIVETrS. ] ,

The Hudsoni~n Zone, which rcnches to the limit of trces, is less
finite in extent, ~nd morc e»sily rccognized by its ~vif-unn than bty
s dendrology. -

The Arctic-Alpine Zone is thnt which 1lic¢s ~bovc ™timberline™ on the
t pc~ks, ~nd is ch~r-ctcerizod by sp-rsc growth snd dw-rf olpine

<.
ré in this rich and unusunl 1l-nd of 1lifc zoncs, Mrs. Icen~ Mc3Beo,
my wife, ~nd I spent threc months in thc summer of 1942, looking -t ~nd
for birds. Thc following 1ist of our findings hns tcen mmdc by Krs.
ePee from her notes: o '

Exglc Nest L=ke =nd lorcno Valley
Grcen-winged Tecl, Bnldpnte (young, Aug.ll, on Bl~ck I~kces), Cinn~mon
Te~1l, Gndwall, Coot (young, Aug.ll, on Black L-kes) ‘

In thoe Air -

Turkcy Vulturc, W. Red-tnil, Fcrruginous Rough-lcg, Coopcr's ~nd
Shorp-shinned Hewks, Prairie Fnlcon, Duck Howk, M~rsh H~wk, Dcscrt
Sparrow Hawk.{The 1l-st four over s~ge -nd f-rm 1l-nds)

In S~gc Fields - : ;
) Scnrled Qu-il, Horncd L-rk, Americzn R~ven, M~gpie, S~gc Thr-sher,
of whick - ncst of cggs w~s found, Snge Sparrow, Brewcr's Sp-orrow, W,
Chipping Sporrow, W, Grnsshoppcr Sprrrow.

In Irrigated R~nch I-nd - . ;
Killdecr, Spottcd Sendpiper (with young), Wilson's Snipc, Flommu-
1~tcd Screech Owl, W. Becltcd Kingfisher, Brtchelder's Foodpccker, Ark-n-

s~s nnd C=ssin's Kingbirds, Ash-thro~tcd -Flye~tcher, S=y's Phocte, of
which ~ nest with young was found, Hzmmond's Flycatcher (prob-bly),
Jorncd Lork, B rn Swallow, Am. il~gpic, W. Housec ¥Wrcn, #¥. Winter %recn
(~fter breeding time), S:ge Thrasher, W. ¥2rbtling Virco, W. Ycllow
vWorbler, Catbird, ¥-egillivr-y's Warbler, of which -~ ncst with young
w~s found, Western Meodowl-rk, Rcd-wing, Yellow-hc~ded (r-rely), -nd
Brewecr's Blnckbtirds, Gowbird, Bullock's Criolc (nesting), Westcrn Ten--
&gcr, Rky. Mtn. Grosbe~k, W. Bluec Grosbenk, ILnzuli Bunting (ncsting),
Cessin's Purplc Finch (ncsting), Pine Siskin, Arkansas Goldfinch, Grocn-
t~ilcd, Spurred, ~2nd Ccnyon Towhces, Lark -Bunting (migrant), ~nd v-ri-
ous sprrrows, ~s the S~vann~h, W. Iark, Scott's (ncsting), Cl-y-color:zd.
rR¥y. Mtn. Song, ~nd Lincoln's. :

In Forcsts of Junipcr ~nd Pinyon -

Dusky Grousc (~ftcr brecding timc), Band-t-~ilecd Pigcon, Jcstern
Gn=tic~tcher, Lc~d-color.d Bush-tit, Grcy-he~ded Junco, Grocn-t-ilcd ~nd
Spurrcd Towhees, kagpie, Mregillivrry's -nd Rky. #tn. Or-ngc-crowncd
H~rbtlers.

In Forcsts of Pinc, Sprucc, ~nd Fir - _ ‘

W. Rcd-t=1il, Golden E~glec, VWestcrn Goshowk (?), Cl-rke's Nuterzekcr,
Long-crcsted Jny, Long-tailed and Mount-in Chick~deces (both nesting),
3=né-t~ilecd Pigcon, Rcd-napcd Sapsucker, K-=t~lie's Sapsuckcr, Rcd-
sh~fted Flicker, Whitc-bre~stcd Woodpecker, W. Wood Pewce, 7cstorn Fly-
ec~techer, Western M-rtin, Rky. Mtn., Red-brensted, ~nd Black-c~rcd KFut-
h~tenes, 7. Housc “Ircn, Townscnd's Solit~irc, Audubon's Hermit Thrush,
Grey-checked Thrush, Ashy Ruby-crowncd “nd-Goldcn-crowncd Kinglcts,
Virgini~'s, Grnee's, Audubon's W-orblcrs, Bl-ck-thro~nted Gr-y W~rblcr,
Pileol~tcd W-rbler, Westorn Tonnger, Plumbcous ~nd W. Wnrtling Vircos,
Pine Sigkin, Rkr. litn. Pinc Grosber~k, Zsnlirc's Crosstill, Dipper, Red-
t~cked Junco.

Ubiguitous - '

Western Crow, Mount~in -~nd Chcstnut-t-rcked Flucetirds {both ncsting)

) Prgc 3 "



i

ili

[ BE o L = NI o
o

(o 1 B I

It w=g intcresting to nctc th-ot perh-aps the commoncst tird in theat
rcgion throuzhout the summer, ~nd porticularly ~ftecr nesting time, w=as
the Evening Grostcrks .The wrltgr hns teeén told thot thls argn is the
n=>tion~l conter of ~bund-nce for thc Cprl CSa .

Cuatsinnding ~mong our bird rccords Tfor the summer wos the finding
~» ncst with c¢ggs of the Rufous Hummingtird: So for as c¢~n bec detor-
, this is the first brocding rccord for thc state., Also thorccord
ng Flommulnted Scrcceeh Owl, Qbscrlbcd in ~nothecr ~rticle in this’
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ngely, wé¢ werc un~btlc to find = single Can=d~ J~y, though it is
0 ¢ comron in the Hudsoninn-Zong in thesce mount~. ins. )
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Tom M, ¥Kirksey

BUDD=EA y )

" Sore definite person~litics hrve 2 wry of tlonding themsclves into
their environment. So it wms with Budéh~. Whilc she w“s with us in
Taos this past summer, shc beenme nn integr~l port of the frmily. (Vc
give her.leminine cheracterintics 2rbitr-rily) Pcdro ound her in the
n1f~1f~ field one ¢vening =nd trought hcr to usg when he comc to work
next morning, caliming it was = t=by btig horned owl. Ruddh~ was 2 soft,
tiny tundle of nearly =dult Flommul-~tcd Scrcceh Owl. Hur most coquct-
tish features were the 1ong Gyel=shcs ~nd big d-rk Gyese -

Ruddhn domin=tod tre houschold, E~ch membcr did not f~il to recturn
witn grnsshoppers 4f he or ehe wecnt outside. Buddh~ hnd a perch on top
of = partition ncar the fromt dcor, which she c-limed. After ~n céxcur-
sion on silent wings ~btout the room she rcturned 1o the very s~mc spot
without = hnir trendth chonge in position or lceation. The rest of the
Tmily w=s not purcely nccturnnl, so we fgd Bu€dh~ by d=y, Often shc
would held ~ piece of grnsshoppcr in ong-c¢law while she dczed tetwech
morscls. i

Far from c-mern-shy, Budéhe poscd for hor portrait on ~ l-ntcrn, 2
milk bettle, ~nd the mrntcl, Shce cnjoyed rldlng on cur shouldsrs ﬁnd
rerched ensily on our fingcrs. Hor 1ast ¢vsning she 's~t on oy 1? ~s
I wrote ~ letter. DNcow I wornder if hoer ~ttachmont to mc wnos °ffcction
cr ill-hc=lth. She h=d becn 2 1little "dopey™ in the corly cvening of
this, her sccond &~y with us. S8She dicé in the night; we don't know why;
m~ypre too mzany grasshoppers, or maybe shke had been injurcd before we
got her., Of 211 the pots thnat threce ~dults could h-ve, 1 should s~y
th~t the pmssing of this rore nnd ch~rming bird zrieved us most.

Reference to Mrs. Bailey's book, The Birds of INew licxico, indicatcs
the following facts =btout this bird:

Lcngth, 6.5-7 inchcs, tocs centircly noked, ear-tufts short ~rd ncrrly
invisitle. Dichromntic, having rcéd ~né gray phrscs (“urs wes grey),
Dut the pceoulinar pattbrn nﬁldlnc in both forms. Faecivl 2ise, scmetimes
whole hC°d rusty brcocwn, white Strlpu OVCr ¢yc. Bromst llgnu tinged
with rusty trown h:rizon 71l stripes. Wings leonger thon tnail, when
foldcd. Eyes trown. Therc nrc only two ‘“rr-yybd owls, thc Born Owl
2nd the present speeies, in the Southwest.

The bird is r=re thr“ughout its ronge, which lics mostly in tho
mount=ins south of thc Unite? St-tcs. The ne~rdést stotc roceord ta ours
wng <t Santn Fe some yc-rs <~go. Its home is on. high plate=us up to
10,000 fcet., Thc bird has = pecculi-r h bit of bllﬁklﬂb its cyes, onc -t
7 time. 3

Hrs; J~nc L. Kirksecy

¢ h~ve lost Dr. I. I, Epst in to the K- vy icéicnl Dcpartment. Dr.
Brown ¥, Rndel has been commissioned in the Army Medieal Corps, 7nd
has gonc. Tem Kirkscy hns reccived ~n Avi~tion C-dct ~ppointmsnt to
the Army Air Corps Photogr~phic -Sch2cl, ~né will be leaving shertly.

Thz Unitcc Statcs Havy still wents to tuy or torrow Zciss ~né”
Bruscn & Tomb binoceul~rs =f ccrtzin &imonsions. If you h-ve thcm, &0
your p~rt. Thc w-or rcquires more blnucdlﬁrs thﬁn c"n bc furnishe a by
thc m~kers. .

Hd
1

i1n

(@)
W



