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*Coffee Talk reception is held after every Sunday Service.
*Note:  Bible Study meets on Monday’s at noon in the Pastor’s office.

Each week in Bible Study we investigate and study the scripture readings for the upcoming Sunday.  Those who attend have commented that they gain greater insight into the sermon (which always focuses around the scripture reading) each week.  Please watch the bulletin for meeting locations.  You can always call the church office (410) 939-1884.  Rides are available!

BIBLE STUDY

Beginning on February 19th at noon, Pastor Jim will reconvene our Bible Study.  The study will follow the lectionary for Lent and help deepen our understanding of the Scriptures and Sermons during our Sunday services.  All are welcome, and no preparations are necessary.  Jim will lead us to where we need to be in spiritual preparedness for the Holy Season.  We will meet regularly each Monday at noon in Pastor’s office.   
ALL are welcome!
PASTOR

“If the holidays just don’t feel like they used to, try doing something you used to do: come to church.”  I used to notice that advertisement every Christmas and Easter as I rode the Subway in New York City.  It was an ad for our sister congregation, the Marble Collegiate Church, the big steeple church, on Fifth Avenue.  I used to lament that we hadn’t thought of that ad first, and that we couldn’t possibly afford such an expensive ad like that at the West End Collegiate Church, on Manhattan’s Upper West Side, where I worked.  As a Director of Christian Education, Easter Sunday was always a lot more stressful than the average Sunday because suddenly I was offering church school and worship programs for a lot of bewildered children who had never been to our church before.  But I was always gladdened to see our church pews filled with the faithful who must have also noticed those subway ads beckoning them back to church.  What was really stressful was the Easter Egg Hunt I hosted in the sanctuary after worship which included over one hundred plastic colored eggs filled with wrapped candy.  Sometimes my Building Managers would find a plastic egg filled with melted chocolate under a radiator in the middle of July, and they would bring it to the staff meeting to share with the rest of my co-workers.  I also would lament even more, the Sunday after Easter, when suddenly my attendance would dip much lower than a normal Sunday.  So, if you are reading this, and you are tired of Nor’easters, and if your spring just doesn’t feel like it used to, try doing something you used to do: come to worship at Webster Church, and remember how much God, and this incredible church family really loves you.  And if you cannot make it on Easter Sunday, like every great blockbuster, the “Greatest Story Ever Told,” has not only one, but two sequels.  "He is risen!  He is risen, indeed!”  I hope to see you in church!  

Pastor Jim Sterner
Moderator

As I write this we have just lost our beloved member, Janet Cohen.  She was long a member of Webster Church and was considered by all to be part of our “family.”  Janet had been with us during our good times and even when our Church was in stress and/or conflicted.  She never lost faith in her God or her Church. I personally loved to see her smiling face in her pew, her smile of delight when the choir sang a favorite, her joy seeing the children participate in the service and when I visited her and Merrill to just keep company.  She was my friend throughout my tenure here at Webster and I know we all will miss her terribly.

This has been a stressful and difficult winter for many of our members who have faced health problems and other challenges.  As Christians we tried to keep in touch and help out when we can with prayer, soup, and visits.  Our prayer list tradition continues for all we touch and know as we show love and support to many of you.  All of you have responded and you are appreciated for your caring hearts and hands.

If you have not yet had a chance to join us at Monday Bible Study, you are missing an informative and new way to read and know your Bible.  Pastor Jim will steep you in the texts you thought you already knew but now realize there are deeper meaning in the words.  Come join us.  No training required!

Ann Helton
Moderator
DIACONATE

It has been a pleasure planning and working through Lent and Easter with our new pastor, Jim Sterner.  The diaconate also has a new member, Tony Dooley.  We are coming together and getting to know one another better.  I am always so very thankful for the people God sends to help me and the other deacons.

As of next month, Tony Dooley will be responsible for the deacon news part of the Webster Word.  That is a very big help for me!!!   Please remember the diaconate is here to be of help, not only to the pastor but to the congregation as well.  Let us know if there is something that needs attention or if there has been something you are especially pleased with at church.  We want to know about both kinds of things.
I am praying hard for good weather.  I think we all need some time outside in the warm sunshine.

Linda Placzankis
Diaconate, chair

SCCW-Society of Congregational Christian Women

At the March meeting of the SCCW, Ann Helton introduced us to the book Krazy Kinfolk, by Barbara Essex.  The author shares information about dysfunctional families in the bible.  Ann told us about the family of Jephthah from Judges 11: 34-40.  Join us on Monday, April 16, 2018, at 2 PM, at the home of Vilma Duffy to see which family in the bible we will learn about next.  All ladies are welcome.
The SCCW contribution pledge to Webster Church of $2,500 for 2018 was given to the church treasurer.

If you have participated in the March Calendar of Blessing, give your change or a check made out to SCCW to Doris Lyttle.  Thank you for your support.

Doris Lyttle






Clerk’s Report

Things Happening at Webster Church

1. Long-time member, Janet Cohen, passed away.  
1. Jarred French will soon start his Eagle Project of painting the Sunday School rooms.
1. Kitchen clean-up will be done on Wednesday, April 4 starting at 9 AM.  Any help you can give will be greatly appreciated.

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Date	          Usher		Usher		        Acolyte	                  Greeter                   Reader
April 1     Tony Dooley         Graham Silsby       Henry Pensell       Doris Lyttle       Doris Lyttle
April 8     Jim Duffy              Graham Silsby      Alex Pedersen       Vilma Duffy       Tony Dooley
April 15   Gary Lyttle            Bill Richard           Kyla Placzankis    Hugh Nash        Bonnie Burden
April 22   Jim Duffy              Jim Cook	     Julie Pensell          Jean Cook          Gary Lyttle
April 29   Terry Haverstick   Tony Dooley         Ella Pensell           Lois Dooley       Carol Greimel

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR April:  
April 1 – Acts 10:34-43 or Isa 25:6-9, Ps 118:1-2, 14, 24, 1 Cor 15:1-11 or Acts 10:34-43, Jn 20:1-18 or Mk 16:1-8
April 8 – Acts 4:32-35, Ps 133, 1 Jn 1:1-22, Jn 20:19-31
April 15 – Acts 3:12-19, Ps 4, 1 Jn 3:1-7, Luke 24:36b-48
April 22 – Acts 4:5-12, Ps 23, 1 Jn 3:16-24, Jn 10:11-18
April 29 – Acts 8:36-40, Ps 22:25-31, 1 Jn 4:7-21, Jn 15:1-8
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Those celebrating April birthdays are:
Megan Greimel
Graham Silsby 
Jean Cook
Ann Helton 
Lindsay Weber 
Mac Placzankis 
Jim Cook



	 

DID YOU KNOW - Email Communication – The Official Board established a policy for sending emails from the church address? The Board agreed to the following rules:   1. Secretary or Doris (clerk) should have the clerk, moderator, and pastor review for content and appropriateness before sending.  2.  Email should be targeted to best audience of either large list, membership, or Board only.

Blessings in a Backpack – Support a Child

Webster Congregational Christian Church continues to pack backpacks of nonperishable food to deliver to students at Havre de Grace Elementary School each week for 50 students. Two rotating menus were created with each child receiving 6 of the following items each week: pack of oatmeal, granola bar, applesauce, fruit cup, pudding cup, a can of Vienna sausages, a can of soup, can of Ravioli or Spaghettios, box of macaroni ‘n’ cheese, and a pack of pop-tarts for weekend consumption Over longer weekends and long vacations as Easter break, additional items are included.  The children are very grateful for these items as for some, this may be the only food they have for the weekend.  Webster Church has a special account at Walmart and Wegmans through the National Headquarters of Blessings in a Backpack which is used to purchase the items for the backpacks.  Doris and Gary Lyttle shop for the food and Heidi Pensell, Jocelyn Greimel, and Gary and Doris Lyttle take turns delivering the backpacks to the school. If you see any of these items on sale and would like to donate them, we will gladly accept 

them. You can bring them to church on a Sunday. Shannon Hitchings collects nonperishable items at her monthly Quarter Auctions.  These items are given to the church for Blessings in a Backpack and Grace Place. Many thanks go out to Shannon, the people at church and the community, and the scout troops who have donated money and food to this fund.  $100 will supply food for a year per child.  If you would like to contribute to the Blessings in a Backpack Webster Church fund, send your contribution to

Blessings in a Backpack Bank Lockbox
	P.O. Box 950291
	Louisville, KY 40295

Remember to write Havre de Grace Elementary on the memo line.
Doris Lyttle	
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Weekly Sunday Service begins at 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school in session during service
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