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Special Thank You 

Contact us 

Give us a call for more information 

about our services or an article you’ve 

seen in the newsletter. 

Illinois/Iowa Center for Independent 

Living 

501 11th Street 

Rock Island, IL  61201 

Phone:  (309) 793-0090 

Visit us on the web at www.iicil.com 

Like us on Facebook at Illinois/Iowa 

Center for Independent Living 

 

IICIL Annual Meeting 

 

Our 2022-2023 Annual Meeting will take place virtu-

ally in order to minimize exposure to possible 

COVID.  We will be celebrating 35 years of serving 

people with disabilities and their families in the 

Quad City area.   

When:        Monday, March 25, 2024 

1:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

Where:    Illinois/Iowa Center for Independent  

    Living 

   501 11th Street 

 Rock Island, IL 

Who:  In-person invitation only, this event will 

be LIVE on our Facebook page.  

Watch our website and Facebook page for more   

information. 



J88 License Information 

Did you know that there is a notation available on an 
Illinois driver’s license for deaf and hard of hearing mo-
torists to help law enforcement officers understand their 
communication needs?             

What is “J88” Notation? 
“J88” is a notation on the driver’s license that may alert 
law enforcement before approaching a vehicle that a 
motorist is deaf or hard of hearing, so the officer can be 
prepared to use alternative communications. Learn more 
about J88 Driver's License Notation for Deaf and Hard of 
Hearing Community from a publication provided by the 
Illinois Secretary of State Alexi Giannoulias at https://
www.ilsos.gov/publications/pdf_publications/
dsd_a148.pdf (See sample images of the driver’s license 
with “J88” notation). Fun fact: Illinois is the first state to 
offer this program. 

How It Works: 

• Request the “J88” notation be added to your driv-
er’s license at any Secretary of State Driver Services facil-
ity. “J88” will appear on both the front and back of your 
driver’s license. 

• Include your driver’s license number on your vehicle 
registration renewal. This will allow law enforcement to 
access your driving record before approaching your vehi-
cle and provide notice that alternative communication is 
necessary. 

• You must request the “J88” notation. Secretary of 
State personnel will not ask you to add the notation on 
your driver’s license. 

Law Enforcement Communication Visor Card  
The Illinois Deaf and Hard of Hearing Commission distrib-
utes the Law Enforcement Communication Visor Card to 
law enforcement agencies and communities. This com-
munication card is for law enforcement officers during a 
traffic stop with a Deaf or Hard of Hearing Person. This 
communication card does not replace the requirement 
of federal and state laws for effective communication to 
Deaf, Hard of Hearing, and DeafBlind persons, such as 
sign language interpreters or other services. If you re-
quest hard copies of the communication card mailed to 
you, please contact DHH.ContactUs@Illinois.gov. 

Illinois Deaf and Hard of Hearing Commission 
528 South 5th Street, Suite 
209 
Springfield, Illinois 62701 
Website: 
www.idhhc.illinois.gov   
Office Hours: 8:30 am – 
4:30 pm 
Contact Information 

 

Winter Safety Tips 

When winter storms hit, good balance can prevent falls.  To remain 

upright, even distribution of weight is important. Muscles, bones, 

joints, eyes, the balance organ of your inner ear, nerves, heart and 

blood vessels must be working properly to keep your balance.   

 Walk like a penguin Point your feet slightly outward and put 

your center of gravity over your feet (as much as possible). 

  Use a backpack or cross body bag to free up your hands. 

 Wear winter assistive devices with built in grippers over your 

shoes or boots.  Or wear lace-up boots or shoes that fit well and 

have deep grooved, non-skid, rubber treads. 

 Wipe your shoes/boots thoroughly when coming inside. 

 Use a cane or walking pole when out in winter weather. 

 Avoid texting when walking on snow or ice. 

 Get in or out of your vehicle slowly, holding on to the door and 

steering wheel when stepping on or off a slippery surface.            

http://lists.illinois.gov/t/2282777/54501613/9271/2/
http://lists.illinois.gov/t/2282777/54501613/9271/2/
http://lists.illinois.gov/t/2282777/54501613/9271/2/
mailto:DHH.ContactUs@Illinois.gov
http://lists.illinois.gov/t/2282777/54501613/4199/3/
http://lists.illinois.gov/t/2282777/54501613/8408/6/
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We would like to take this opportunity to thank some  

individuals and organizations for their generous dona-

tions to the IICIL.  Dr. Carlton Fenzl ($1,000), The Doris & 

Victor Day Foundation ($1,000) and the Bettendorf Ro-

tary Club ($2,000).  The donations will be used to help 

the IICIL purchase low-tech assistive devices and distrib-

ute them to people with disabilities, so they can remain 

active in their homes and community. 


