1 TIMOTHY


First Letter to TIMOTHY
1 Paul was one of Jesus’ followers who encouraged others to follow God’s advice for a better life.  He wrote this letter to Jesus’ devoted follower Timothy, who was in Ephesus, a major seaport on the west coast of Turkey.

Encouragement to Follow God’s Advice

Dear Tim,

I want to remind you that God cares about you and wants you to enjoy the kind of life Jesus demonstrated.  

While I was on my way to Greece, I suggested you spend some time in Ephesus so you could encourage the people to follow God’s advice instead of arguing about what happened in the past.  God wants everyone to sincerely care about others, but some people just talk about it.  They’d like to teach others how to follow God’s advice, but they don’t understand it very well themselves.
Since God’s advice is so helpful, everyone should follow it, but especially murderers, kidnappers, liars, those who have inappropriate sexual relations, and anyone else who prevents others from enjoying life as God intended.  

I’m thankful that Jesus considered me worthy to encourage others to follow his example, despite the fact that I used to verbally and physically abuse his followers.  I didn’t realize then that I wasn’t following God’s advice very well.  Jesus devoted his life to helping people understand how to follow it better, and I definitely needed help.  I’m so thankful that God cares about me and that Jesus demonstrated how patient God is with those of us who want to enjoy a better life.  
I want to encourage you to keep striving to follow the advice God’s spokesmen recently gave you.  Hymenaeus, Alexander, and some other people have ruined their lives by refusing to follow it.  As they suffer the consequences of self-centeredness, which Satan personifies, they’ll hopefully gain more respect for God.
2 I also want to encourage you to pray for others, especially our leaders, so we can all live in peace.  God wants everyone to enjoy a better life, but this will only happen if everyone has a good understanding of God’s advice and follows it.  As I said, Jesus devoted his life to helping others understand how to follow it better.  That’s why I’m encouraging people to follow his example.
Women should ask God to help them assist others in need instead of buying expensive clothes and jewelry, or spending a lot of time fixing their hair.  They should respect their husbands and be willing to learn how to follow God’s advice.  Although God created Adam before Eve, she disregarded God’s advice before he did.  But mothers like her will enjoy a better life when they diligently follow God’s advice and care about others.
3 Men should ask God to help them get along well with others.  If a man wants to help others follow God’s advice, he should follow it well himself.  So he should be tolerant, non-violent, have good judgment, be a good manager, exercise self-control, and welcome strangers.  He should be respected even by people who don’t follow God’s advice so he won’t be a target for criticism.  He should have some experience so he won’t suffer the consequences of pride, as Satan did.  He shouldn’t be greedy, hot tempered, an excessive drinker, or have more than one wife.  His wife should be respected by others, exercise self-control, and follow God’s advice well.  His children should also follow God’s advice.  If they don’t, he won’t be very successful in helping others follow it.  
I’m hoping to visit you soon but if I get delayed, I want you to know how to help others follow God’s advice so they’ll realize how effective it is and encourage others to follow it.
4 God predicted that some people would follow misleading advice instead of God’s.  Their consciences would become so distorted that they would convince others to refrain from getting married or eating certain kinds of food.  But those who follow God’s advice should realize that everything God created is good, and they should thankfully accept it.  
When you help others follow God’s advice, you’ll be doing what Jesus did.  Since God wants to help everyone enjoy a better life now and in the future, you should encourage others to learn and follow God’s advice instead of dwelling on the past.  So don’t abandon your role as one of God’s messengers.  Try to be a good example for others, and don’t let anyone discourage you just because you’re younger than they are.  If you continue to follow God’s advice and encourage others to do so,  you’ll all enjoy a better life.  5 But don’t be too hard on those who aren’t yet following God’s advice.  Encourage them, as you would your parents and brothers and sisters.  
Those who follow Jesus’ example should help the widows in their own family so other followers can help the widows who have no family.  If a widow has children and grandchildren, God wants them to help meet her needs, as she once did for them.  A lonely widow depends totally on God for help after her comfortable married life has ended.  So you should encourage her family to help meet her needs.  If they refuse to do so, they’re definitely not following God’s advice.  The widow I’m referring to is at least 60 years old and hasn’t remarried.  She’s raised children, extended her hospitality to strangers, helped others in need, and followed God’s advice in many other ways.

Some young widows would like to remarry so they can live a more comfortable life than Jesus did.  But they won’t enjoy life as God intended if they talk about unimportant things and don’t do anything productive, like some other women.  I’d like to see young widows remarry and take good care of their family so others won’t have any reason to criticize them.  
God’s spokesmen wrote long ago that people should be compensated for their work.  So you should compensate good leaders well, especially those who follow God’s advice.  If someone accuses them of not following it, don’t take any action unless the accusation is supported by at least two witnesses.  Let others know if they’re found guilty, but be careful that you don’t make any hasty or biased decisions.

It’s obvious that some people are enjoying life because they’re following God’s advice, and that others are living a miserable life because they refuse to do so. 
By the way, I know you usually drink water, but it might be helpful to drink a little wine for your frequent ailments.
6 Everyone should respect and follow their superiors, especially those who follow God’s advice, because they care about people and try to help them.  

Some ignorant and arrogant people refuse to follow God’s advice as Jesus did.  They think God wants them to become financially successful.  But their business negotiations reflect their self-centeredness and greed, which leads to rudeness and conflict.  They don’t realize that following God’s advice would enable them to be content with what they already have.
As you know, we brought nothing into the world when we were born, and we can’t take anything with us when we die.  While we’re alive, all we really need is food and shelter.  But some people want more than that, so they submit to their self-centeredness and do foolish and harmful things that ruin other people’s lives as well as their own.  
I want to encourage you to follow God’s advice as Jesus did, even when the Roman leader Pilate threatened to execute him.  A lot of people have seen how you care about others and help those in need so they’ll enjoy a better life.  Since God is the ultimate and immortal leader of the world, keep following God’s advice until the life Jesus demonstrated becomes a reality.
I want you to warn rich people not to brag about their financial success or trust in their temporary wealth.  Since God has provided everything we need to enjoy life, they should trust God and generously help others in need so everyone can enjoy a better life.  
Watch out for people who mislead others by spreading their own useless advice instead of God’s.






Sincerely,







Paul
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