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Administration
R EPORT FROM THE R ECTOR
My Sisters and Brothers in Christ;
This has been a good year at Saint John’s Olney. On 24 April 2016 I shared with you the first sermon
of my ministry at Saint John’s. In that sermon I reflected upon a passage from Paul’s letter to the
Thessalonians: “For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen you, because
our message of the gospel came to you not in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit
and with full conviction” (1:4-5a). I continued by saying ‘My brothers and sisters beloved by God he
has chosen you, and he has chosen me to be with you….. we have an agenda: to love one another as
Christ loved us. We show and experience this love through fellowship, through worship, through
outreach and mission, through singing and through prayer. We show this love in how we set this
Eucharistic table, in how we get safe drinking water to villages in Africa, in how we see that children
are raised in a culture of academics, character, and faith.’
This has also been a year of learning and observing, a year of monitoring and prioritizing. As I have
gotten to know Saint John’s and my Sisters and Brothers who make this their spiritual home, I have
welcomed input, supported the ministries and listened to your thoughts through conversation,
email, WOW cards and tea.
As we began our ministry together we were blessed by a visitation from Bishop Budde. During her
time with us she led a meeting where your Vestry created a “Roadmap for Fr. Henry’s First Year”.
With this focus as a guide we have increased the participation and presence of children in worship.
We have also broadened our musical palette with the addition of selections from diverse musical
resources. The sermon is available in printed form prior to the service and also posted on our
website. Efforts have also continued to strengthen the connections between school and church, as
well as increase the visibility of our African Palms Ministry.
During the year we also held conversations with the Diocese concerning our hopes, dreams, and
worries. Through a diocesan led collaboration with the Northern Montgomery County Episcopal
Churches we have a new combined youth group meeting each month that has seen as many as 32
middle and high schoolers gather together. We also host Holy Play here on Tuesday mornings and
at a neighboring parish on Thursdays. This is only a sampling of our ministries at work, it has been
a busy year.
This year has been full of joy and surprises; it is always wonderful to see God at work in the world
and to be surprised at the revelation of God in the unexpected. Leaving room for the Holy Spirit to
guide us, chosen by God to be together, we continue our ministry and share God’s love in the world.
Peace,
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R EPORT FROM THE S ENIOR W ARDEN
It has been a truly wonderful year at St. John’s and we have been blessed in many ways. We started
out the year with Rev. Dr. John R. Price, who was called as our Interim Rector in early 2015. Father
Price had been an outstanding addition to our community.
Shortly after our annual meeting in April we were joined by our new Rector, Father Henry McQueen.
Father Henry has been terrific in leading the parish and got right down to business. He has a
wonderful ability to recognize what we were doing well, and the courage to make changes where we
needed improvement. We had a wonderful installment of Father Henry’s ministry on September 24 th
with Bishops Baxter and Budde in attendance.
Throughout the year there has been an upbeat feeling throughout our community. This past year
continued to see a slow steady growth in our number of parishioners attending Sunday services. Our
long-term parishioners continue to make up a solid foundation for the church, and our new families
with their young children are always a joy to see on Sunday mornings!
We continue to strengthen ties with St. John’s Episcopal School as we find more events to partner in
to help bring our two communities together. St. John’s Episcopal School is recognized as a strong
academic school, building students of character and faith. Our Vestry and the School’s Board are
working together to insure the future of both institutions.
African Palms continues to flourish and award grants to projects in need in Africa. Projects receiving
grant funding in recent years include disaster and refugee relief, medical and public health programs,
agriculture ventures, clean drinking water systems, and education. The African Palms Board and staff
work very hard to make a difference in our world.
We all owe a debt of gratitude to the Search Committee headed up by Shelley Spencer and Nancy
Eichacker. The entire committee spent countless hours during our search process for our new Rector.
Please remember to thank them for their hard work.
Tammy Turner, Office Manager / Bookkeeper / Webmaster, and Roberta Ridenour, Parish
Administrator, continue to do an outstanding job in the office. Please thank them for all they do for
St. John’s.
The Outreach volunteers, headed up by Bill Fleming, continue to work tirelessly throughout the year
to help those in need. Thank you to the parishioners who provide food, time and financial support to
help sustain these vital programs.
James Kreger, our Music & Choir Director, continues to do a remarkable job with the music, handbells
and choir. We had several services with special music programs this year which were truly
outstanding. We are very fortunate to have someone of Jim’s talent as our Music & Choir Director.
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I would like to thank all the vestry members and officers who worked hard throughout the year. We
do work hard, but have fun in the process. It is a terrific group. We know we could not do it without
your support and input throughout the year. Carl Ridenour, Tim Wittig and Crannough Jones are all
finishing up their 3-year term as vestry members. Please take a moment to thank them for their
dedication to St. John’s.
The St. John’s congregation continues to give in so many caring and loving ways that it is impossible
to convey in a yearly report. Volunteers cared for the altar, provided flowers, organized coffee hours,
served as acolytes, sang in the choir, worked in the garden, and drove others to church and so much
more. We are truly blessed to have such a loving church.
This will be my fourth and final Senior Warden’s annual report. It has been a true honor to serve the
parish. Thank you for the opportunity to serve in such a remarkable place and for your trust and
encouragement these past four years.
On behalf of all the Vestry members, thank you for your commitment to St John's.
Douglas R. Perkins,
Senior Warden

R EPORT FROM THE J UNIOR W ARDEN
This year the St. John’s parish community worked tirelessly to improve the use of space and looks of
our church facility. There were several Saturdays spent weeding and trimming. The Pumpkin Patch,
Holly Harvest Bazaar and Christmas tree lot attracted many visitors and were considered very
successful fundraisers. In addition the following repairs or maintenance projects were completed:









Kitchen commercial freezer was repaired
The Bell Tower and the front doors of the Church were painted. Much thanks to those
parishioners who contributed toward these projects.
All Carpet was removed from the church
New carpet tiles were installed in the solarium and the narthex.
HVAC system in the Church was replaced.
The air conditioning system for the office space was replaced.
Three new computers were purchased and installed in the offices of the Parish Administrator,
Bookkeeper and Music Director.
Converted the old nursery to a Prayer Room offering a quiet space for prayer.

These projects totaled $29,747. Thanks to your donations to the Bell Tower Fund we were able to
complete all these projects without stressing our budget.
Carl Ridenour
Jr. Warden
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Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will be.
My Father will honor the one who serves me.
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R EPORT FROM THE T REASURER
Both Pledge and Plate Offerings came in well ahead of budget expectations in 2016, a combined total
of almost $30,000 more than planned. In addition, generous donations provided to address pressing
facility needs boosted Special Gifts more than $21,900. Both are remarkable amounts, and we thank
all parishioners who saw a need or heard a call and helped to keep this past year’s budget in the black.
Despite increased costs, especially for unavoidable maintenance issues and vital computer equipment
replacement, we again had a surplus at the end of the year; for 2016 in the neighborhood of
$52,000. Again we will earmark funds for future expenditures in capital improvements, maintenance,
and organ repairs, and perhaps retiring some existing debt.
For 2017, we again present a balanced budget. This budget, while conservative in its expectations,
recognizes that we will experience increased costs this year. Among these are a rector for the full year,
a slightly increased diocesan contribution, and a 175 th anniversary to celebrate, in addition to the usual
cost increases. While pledges are budgeted to remain flat at $325,000, we have assumed some
reasonable income increases, based in part on 2016 revenues. In addition, we expect to see continued
payment on the loan from the rectory fund due to the untiring efforts of several wise and kind of cagey
vestry members. Among our challenges in 2017 and beyond will be to firm up continued growth in
our annual pledging and to plan resources for improvements that will support our ability to serve our
mission of faith to our community and to each other.
I need to express my thanks to the many parishioners and staff who have generously given of their
time and experience to help with my ongoing transition into the treasurer’s job.
For those who pledge to St. John's and make good on their commitment, …
For those who drop a donation in the plate each Sunday, …
For those who have followed us into the 21st century, providing their support online, …
And for those who also give of their time, talent, presence, and experience, …
Blessings and peace to you always.
Respectfully,
Alan Soukup,
Treasurer
P.S. – Walk the (brick) walk, buy a 175th Brick!
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R EPORT FROM THE P ARISH R EGISTER

TRANSFER IN

BAPTISMS

Diane H. McQueen
J. Parr McQueen

Calista Kay Furmanski
Colton James Furmanski
Marley Kate Gilchrist
James Francis Hartzoge
Eloise Anne Polesnak
Camden Roberson Turett
Natalie Grace Willier

TRANSFER OUT
Ruth Small
Mary Twigger

BURIALS / MEMORIALS
CONFIRMATION
None

MARRIAGES

Faith Eleanor Walters Bates
Richard L. Britton
Margaret Maxine Cross
Marie Stinson Dubel
Constance Hamilton Jaffray
Howland Manning
Errol Dennis Small
Elizabeth C. Waters

None

DEATHS
Thomas Kontaxis

“Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations,
I will be exalted in the earth.”
Psalm 46:10
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Ministries & Committees
A LTAR G UILD
The Altar Guild continues to run smoothly. Crannough Jones continues as our Head of the Altar Guild
and takes care of overseeing the budget, preparing the annual report, emailing reminders to teams
that they are on duty, takes care of the general overseeing of the guild, and is a backup for all services.
As has been the case for many years, Altar Guild retains its basic format of teams who work two-week
duty rotations during the year. These teams work to set-up and clean-up for the 8 a.m. and 10 a.m.
Sunday services as well as for all special services throughout the year.
The following list includes specific Altar Guild duties and responsibilities:








Laundering and ironing or cleaning of all linens.
Development of annual schedules
Ordering flowers and coordinating delivery and church decoration for special services
Weddings and Funerals
Recruiting and training new members
Replenishing supplies of bread, wine, candle wax, paper towels, etc.
Updating the Altar Guild manual when needed

We continue to pray for this ministry as we move forward, and thank everybody involved. Those
serving in 2016 were Pam Brekke, Virginia Bryant, Anne Frey, Amy Glaudemans, Diane Marie St.
George Gray, Nancy Grayson, Scott Hartranft, Alexis Huey, Frances Hunt, Carmen, Crannough and
Patricia Jones, Betty Kontaxis, Louise Lighter, Rose Ann McHenry, Deborah Nelson, Betsy O'Neil, Lisa
Stylos, and Kim Wood.
We want to thank several people for their efforts on behalf of the Altar Guild. We thank Les and Gail
Rucker for their great effort in supplying the Advent Wreath this year (and the last several years). We
thank Stacy Hartranft for her work in coordinating wedding arrangements. Special thanks to David
Houser and Jorge Manco for assisting with whatever is asked of them. Roberta Ridenour continued
her coordination of the "Sunday flower schedule", and we appreciate her support to facilitate this
process. Thanks to Tammy Turner for preparing the altar flower bulletins regarding contributions for
special flowers for Easter and Christmas. Lastly, thank you to members of the congregation for their
generous contributions for the Sunday, Easter and Christmas altar flowers.
Respectfully submitted,
Crannough Jones
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C OFFEE H OUR
Sunday mornings after the 10am worship service. Hosted by members of the various ministries at
St. John’s. Wonderful opportunity for fellowship among the parishioners.
2017 Coffee Hour Schedule ~













January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

Esther Deel Wholly Thread and Whine Circle
Altar Guild
Choir & Handbell Ringers
Ushers
Vestry
Eucharistic Ministers & Lectors
Outreach
Acolytes
Men & Women of St. John’s
African Palms & Parish Life
Christian Education
Monday Mission Society

C OLUMBARIUM C OMMITTEE
During the calendar year 2016, the columbarium has continued to get the faithful loving attention of
parish volunteers to maintain the gardens and surrounding areas. We have had three individuals
inquire about purchasing columbarium space. They however, did not follow through with a
purchase.
There was one interment in the columbarium and two burials with graveside services in the cemetery.
Several trees were trimmed back to tidy up the area around the church, columbarium and cemetery,
and Greenwood Cemetery, on the former Davis property, continues to be maintained throughout the
Spring and Summer by the landscaping company that maintains the church and school grounds.
Submitted by,
David C. Houser
Sexton, St. John’s Episcopal Church
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D RIVING M ISS D AISY
In an echo of Canon Carol Cole Flanagan’s influence, St. John’s continues its transportation ministry
for members needing a ride to church services or events. We currently have the pleasure and honor of
bringing two of our matriarchs to the 10:00 am service each Sunday. Three parishioners share the
driving as needed. A few additional people need rides or will need rides in the near future, so
additional drivers would be most welcome. If you or know of someone who would benefit from such
ridesharing, or who could provide a ride, please let me know so that we can best match need with
resources. Expertise with mapping programs would also be helpful in making driver-rider matches.
Respectfully,
Glen Drew (Chair, gkeas.drew@att.net)

ESTHER DEEL “WHOLLY THREAD AND WHINE” CIRCLE
After 8 years of creating and distributing numerous prayer shawls and baby blankets for the Greater
St. John’s Community we are at a crossroads. Several of our most prolific members have moved to
other places. If this ministry is to continue we need your help. If you enjoy knitting or crocheting and
would be willing to make a prayer shawl or baby blanket now and then we would really like to hear
from you. Please contact:
Gail Rucker – LGRUCKER@VERIZON.NET

Gina Rentz – RENTZGINA@GMAIL.COM

We will happily provide instructions and possibly yarn and needles if available. We do meet, but we
do so because we enjoy the fellowship. We have no requirements – roll is never taken, there is no
agenda, there are no dues! Please read below about our history and consider this ministry.
In 1998 two graduates of the 1997 Women’s Leadership Institute at the Hartford Seminary in Hartford,
Connecticut, Janet Severi Bristow and Victoria Galo, created a Prayer Shawl Ministry that inspired
many around the world to do the same. In 2008 our prayer shawl ministry, the Esther Deel “Wholly
Thread and Whine” Circle was born at St. John’s. If you go to the original shawl ministry web page
(www.shawlministry.com) you will find these words:
“Compassion and the love of knitting/crocheting have been combined into a prayerful ministry and spiritual
practice which reaches out to those in need of comfort and solace, as well as in celebration and joy. Many blessings
are prayed into every stitch.”
Our Circle honors a former member of our parish who is no longer living. Esther Deel went above
and beyond to serve St. John’s Church.
If you know someone in our congregation for whom a prayer shawl would be appropriate, please
contact the Rev. Henry McQueen.
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H OLLY H ARVEST B AZAAR
The 2016 Holly Harvest Bazaar is always an anticipated event among the larger community. It is the
second largest fundraiser to the Pumpkin Patch and requires almost as many volunteers. We had
fewer Vendors and a smaller crowd turn out for the event itself. Reasons for this can always vary; the
date, weather, other shows and the list goes on. The Bazaar requires months of planning and many
volunteers, not just the day of the event. For 2017 our focus will need to be finding those volunteers
who may have strengths in social media, advertising and general logistics to help the process along
up to the day of the Bazaar which the date is still TBD! Our internal sales were actually great! The
bakers baked their hearts out, the food tent grillers grilled all day in the cold wind, Santa's Secret Elves
were tucked away wrapping gifts for our precious children, Our Outreachers were Out-Reaching into
the community, STJES was front and center showing off the beautiful facility and our Raffle Table
hostesses were the life of the party.






Raffle Table
Bake Sale
Food Tent
Secret Santa
Outreach

$1203
$1026
$925
$487
$60

MONDAY MISSION SOCIETY
The Monday Mission Society continues to meet on the 2nd Monday night of each month for fun and
fellowship. This year we assisted African Palms at several work nights, provided cakes for baptism
receptions, helped at the Pumpkin Patch and worked with the Women of St. John’s at the Bake Table
at the Bazaar. We also had an evening at Gilly’s and a cookie swap at Mathy Downing’s. In the Spring
we were very busy helping with a Farewell luncheon to say Goodbye to John Price and then helped
with the celebration of Father Henry’s new Ministry at St John’s. We have recently taken over the
United Thank Offering and hope to attend some ECW functions in the coming months. The group is
open to any and all the ladies of the Parish.
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M USIC
The past calendar year saw a constant crescendo of musical offerings throughout the entire year. Our
Interim Rector John Price was a source of generous support and encouragement for the music ministry
at St. John’s, and Father Henry continues to be highly appreciative and enthusiastically supportive of
the integral role that music plays in the liturgy.
Our hymns, psalms, service music and anthems compliment the day’s readings, nourishing our minds
and souls. Over the course of the liturgical year we have sung over 175 different hymns that help us
to reflect on and express our faith more freely. We continue to “make a joyful noise to the Lord” in
our corporate worship with the addition of guest instrumentalists including choir member Jay Lozier
on clarinet, as well as the young musicians from St. John’s School. Through the generosity of many in
the congregation, we celebrated Easter Day with the addition of a brass quintet which we hope will
become a St. John’s tradition. Additional congregational support also made it possible for us to
welcome our new rector in September with a joyous service complete with brass quintet and timpani,
and to elevate our 7:00 and 10:00 Christmas Eve services with the addition of a string quartet.
It is with great joy that we welcomed several new choir members in 2016. Our dedicated and faithful
parish choir led us in 44 services last year, and I continue to be most appreciative of both their
commitment to this ministry and the many ways in which they assist me. I particularly acknowledge
Mary Lou McMaster and Al Barth who regularly serve as cantors, Natalie Rathvon who spent
countless hours repairing and organizing our choir vestments, and Shelley Spencer who coordinates
choir meals for Christmas Eve and Easter Day services.
While the Choir has the summer months off, Summer Choir takes over for several weeks in June and
July. With over fifteen parishioners participating (more men than women), the 2016 Summer Choir
was such a success that it was extended by two weeks! This really is a low-key, low-commitment
opportunity to sing and be a part of a fun and dynamic group of people for one Sunday or as many as
you would like.
The St. John’s Ringers is a beloved part of our music ministry and continues to ring during services at
least once a month, providing solo handbell pieces as well as accompanying psalms, hymns, and choir
anthems. We are always on the lookout for new ringers!
I am especially thankful for the generous support Father Henry has given me since his arrival at St.
John’s. I am also appreciative of his allowing me to be away for Christmas so that I could attend
Lessons and Carols at King’s College, Cambridge, England on Christmas Eve – a life-changing
experience. (Unlike the brass quintet on Easter, this will not become a tradition.)
“When in our music God is glorified, and adoration leaves no room for pride, it is as though the whole
creation cried Alleluia!” (The Hymnal 1982, Hymn 420)
James Kreger
Organist and Choirmaster
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O UTREACH C OMMITTEE
Jesus said, "Then the righteous will answer him saying, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or
thirsty and give you drink? And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you?
And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?' And the King will answer them, "Truly, I say to
you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.' "(Matthew 25:37-40)
As a result of a 2014 Diocesan grant from the Hunger Fund Committee, St. John's has continued to
provide a food pantry throughout 2016 for needy families in the Olney area. This effort was
supplemented with monthly donations by St. John's parishioners to Olney Help (Historical Note:
Olney Help was formerly "Olney FISH" organized in 1969 at St. John's Church by the Rev. James
Valliant.) The Outreach Committee also supported the STJES Hunger Walk with a donation. Of
course world hunger does not stop within our own community, and thanks to the efforts of Dr.
Faustino Maslan, St. John's initiated a "Piggery Program" in the Philippines beginning in 2014. It began
in the Philippine Episcopal Church (PEC) of St. Thomas located in Kalinga Province with the purchase
of 8 piglets distributed to 4 needy families. This program was expanded in May of 2015 within St.
Benedict's Parish, Quezon City, again with the purchase of 8 piglets. During 2016 this program has
increased, at no further cost to St. John's, to over 240 piglets and 30 families.
Throughout the first and second quarters of 2016, the Outreach Committee was involved in two
outreach initiatives designed to support Episcopal Diocesan efforts. The first initiative, headed by one
of our youth group members, was a very successful fundraising campaign to support Episcopal Relief
& Development through the use of 75th Anniversary Hope Chest boxes. The second fundraising
initiative, also a ministry of the Episcopal Church - the United Thank Offering, raised contributions
with mite boxes and change purses.
In March of 2016, the newly established Veteran's Ministry was initiated with the support of a local
wounded veteran's organization - Warrior Canine Connection (WCC) located in Brookeville. This
initiative was designed to attract participation by the youth of St. John's interested in volunteering to
exercise and train service dogs for use by wounded veterans. In preparation for Memorial Day, our
Veteran's ministry purchased and distributed fabric poppies attached to African Palms to pay tribute
to all veterans who died serving the military in all wars. This was a first for St. John's and was so well
received that poppies were again distributed on November 6th in recognition of Veteran's Day.
"For all the beasts of the forest are Mine, The herds in their thousands upon the hills. I know every bird in the
sky, and the creatures of the fields are in my sight." (Psalm 50:10-11)
In August, our ministry supporting Interfaith Works began its annual drive for book bags and school
supplies which this year was coordinated by St. Peter's Catholic Church in Olney. The third quarter
of 2016 was focused on St. John's membership in the Episcopal Network for Animal Welfare (ENAW)
with planning and preparations for supporting The Feast of Saint Francis and "Blessing of the
Animals." The celebration was held on October 1st and was a collaborative effort with
St. Bartholomew's in Laytonsville. In spite of inclement weather, 62 of God's creatures, including dogs,
cats, ducks, rabbits, chickens, guinea pigs, a turtle and a potbelly piglet were blessed. In addition, a
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St. Francis medallion was provided by the Outreach Committee to all pets that received a blessing by
either The Rev. Henry McQueen or The Rev. Linda Calkins. Funds raised for this event were donated
to: Guiding Eyes for the Blind, Second Chance Wildlife Center, Animal Allies Rescue Foundation, and
Mid-Atlantic Chinese Shar Pei Rescue. As in previous years, the Outreach Committee donated funds
to support the care and feeding of "Church Cat."
"I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you." (John 14:18)
In November, Outreach participated in a fundraising effort for Universal Aid for Children (UAC) and
Frontier Horizon at the Holly Harvest Bazaar. During 2016, the UAC Ministry - Orphaned Teen
Scholarship Program sponsored three teens, two of whom successfully completed their academic
training at the Vocational College of Odessa. The Outreach Committee of St. John's also sent UAC
funds to provide meal tickets for newly arrived children from war zones in Eastern Ukraine. The
month of November, as in previous years, was focused on The Salvation Army's Christmas Angel Tree
Program, and through the generosity of St. John's parishioners, 29 sets of gifts were donated for
children certified to be of very limited means by the Salvation Army. Gifts ranged from entire winter
wardrobes, many coats and winter boots, athletic shoes, musical instruments, art supplies, skate
boards, bikes, scooters and helmets. The Angel Tree was followed in December with Frontier
Horizon's Christmas Wish Tree which provided funds for 28 orphaned children in Odessa, Ukraine's
orphanage #5 to purchase much needed warm clothing (coats, gloves, hats, boots, scarves, etc.) for the
winter months.
Respectfully submitted,
Bill Fleming

P ARISH L IFE
The Parish Life Committee is dedicated to the organization and support of various Parish events.
During the last several years we focused on only two events, the Advent Dinner and the Parish Picnic.
The arrival of new Rector Henry McQueen and the parish’s 175th anniversary is a call for
reinvigorated leadership and more frequent and varied ways to engage our members with each other
and our surrounding community. Lenten Evening Prayer followed by fellowship over soup and bread
is the first such step. Others are also being conceived and everyone is invited to add their ideas and
skills to the mix. Enhancement of the traditional events and creation of new ones can reflect the vibrant
place St. John’s has been, is becoming again, and will be in the future. As Captain Piccard of the
starship Enterprise would put it, “Make it so.”
Respectfully,
Glen Drew (Co-Chair, gkeas.drew@att.net )
Lisa Stylos (Co-Chair, lhs2dp@aol.com)

20

P UMPKIN P ATCH
2016 was a record year for our Pumpkin Patch. This year we again asked the school to participate and
play an active role in the Pumpkin Patch. Both the church and school volunteers rose to the occasion
to provide a great atmosphere for the Olney and surrounding communities that shop at our Patch. We
had over 3,000 pumpkins delivered. During the setup of the patch we had 62 volunteers, including
many Boy Scouts. The setup was done in record time!
Thanks to the tireless efforts of several volunteers, this patch was not only our most profitable, more
importantly, it continued to help building and maintaining a great relationship between the church
and school. Profits were split equally between the church and school.

S TEWARDSHIP
During the 2016 year we began to implement some planned changes to our Stewardship campaign.
These changes reflect a philosophy that stewardship is a spiritual practice that reflects our relationship
with God. Just as church is not limited to Sunday morning, Stewardship is not limited to a month long
period in the fall. During 2017 we will further implement this focus on Stewardship as a spiritual
practice.
Our efforts in 2016 were rewarded, though not fully; the end result is that we are even with last year
with respect to projected pledge income. We are very thankful for the 12 new pledges and 36 increased
pledges. We are also thankful for those who continue to support the ministries of Saint John’s through
regular contributions.
Stewardship is an important part of each of our spiritual lives; Jesus tells us “For where your treasure is,
there your heart will be also” (Matt 6:21). Thank you to all who participated and contributed to the
ministries of Saint John’s so that they can flourish and we can spread the Good News to all the world.
For the Love of Christ;
Nancy Eichacker and Fr. Henry McQueen

“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also”
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SUNDAY FORUM & CAFÉ
We never stop learning, and for Saint John’s that often means we are gathering between the two
Sunday services for coffee and adult education. The topics this past year were varied; we studied and
discussed sections of John’s Gospel, the evolution of American protestant christianity, as well as aging
and elder care issues. We explored different prayer practices and during the summer months met to
practice a form of Lectio Divina known as the Lambeth Bible Study. Presiding Bishop Michael Curry’s
book Crazy Christians was also a topic for discussion.
Throughout the year these discussions were led by Jerry Bruemmer, Bree Bruemmer, Roberta
Feldhausen, and Fr. Henry. It has been wonderful to hear different voices and to explore varied topics;
please join us for more study most Sundays.

S UNDAY S CHOOL P ROGRAM
Throughout 2016, St. John’s continued our successful children’s program structure, originally adopted
in March 2014. Thanks to the many parent volunteers and the children, the program provides ageappropriate Christian lessons for our youth. A complimentary program for pre-school children, Wee
Worshippers, was initiated this school year, as described further below. The older class, which
concentrated on the middle school children, was morphed into the separate youth group activities that
meet monthly with other Northern Montgomery County Episcopal Churches.
The 2016-17 program focuses on the elementary age children. Parents and other volunteers lead classes
using lesson plans provided by the Episcopal Church. We talk about Bible stories using arts and crafts,
age appropriate readings, play-acting, and interactive chat. Special thanks to regular teachers Becca
Puente, Diane Marie St. George, Ian Gray, and Jeannette Bjorklund. Classes overlap the 10:00 a.m.
Church service. We do not meet the first Sunday of each month, nor during the summer time.
We continued including music activities for some classes, with songs then presented by the children
and David Lee during subsequent Church services. We also continued the very popular Advent
wreath-building activity this year.
As part of the program, over 25 kids participated in the annual Christmas pageant, which was
rehearsed during December sessions. The pageant dramatizes the birth of Jesus in a special Christmas
Eve service. We used an adapted version of the pageant script first used in 2015.
A separate program, Wee Worshippers was added in 2016-17, thanks to the efforts of Cindy
Furmanski. The program is for infants, toddlers, preschoolers and their families. It provides
fellowship and special worship opportunities for our youngest parishioners and their families,
meeting the second Sunday of each month.
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On Tuesday morning’s infants, toddlers and their caregivers meet in the Prayer Room for Holy Play,
a worship-filled play date led by the Rev. Shivaun Wilkinson.
We strive to accommodate the most families as possible and welcome suggestions and feedback at
any time. As St. John’s considers expansion of the youth and children’s ministry, please join us as we
plan the exciting future for the youth of St. John’s.
Submitted by
Mark Glaudemans

W OMEN OF S T . J OHN ’ S
The Women of St. John’s has always been special to St. John’s, and while we do not have our formal
monthly meetings, as individuals we continue to assist with the needs of the church and be as
supportive as possible. The Women of St. John’s again donated to the Episcopal Center for Children.
We gave special Christmas bonuses to four very worthy St. John’s staff workers. Our Valentine
Luncheon, which was held at the Inn at Brookville Farms, was a huge success, men were included this
year and as festive as always. A few former members of St. John’s were also able to attend.
We did what the women have done for years – the Bake Sale at the Holly Harvest Bazaar. Many
women of the church participated – they made very special contributions and worked hard all
day. This is now an “all womens’” church project. What could be better!! .
At the end of 2016, we find our group lacking in membership due to very valid reasons: disabilities,
women have left the area, and others are just unable to come to meetings. In consultation with our
Rector, we have decided to have three special get-togethers during the year, the Valentine Luncheon,
a Spring/Summer gathering, and of course, a fall social/meeting to plan our participation in the
annual bazaar.
Submitted by,
Josie Legeer
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Outreach Ministries
A FRICAN P ALMS
Founded by the Women of St. John’s in 1976, the first grant awarded was in 1976 for $1,250.00. African
Palms has grown into a major outreach of St. John’s Episcopal Church, distributing African palm
crosses to churches throughout the United States. In 2016, African Palms shipped 945,045 palm crosses
to 1,210 churches/religious groups for use on Palm Sunday and other occasions. We also sold 121
hand-woven totes. Our grants program awarded 6 non-denominational grants totaling $29,531.00 (of
which $4,531.00 was from donations and $25,000.00 was from the sale of palm crosses and totes). The
money awarded will help fund basic human need projects in Africa. An additional 28 requests were
evaluated but could not be funded either because of deficiencies in the application, lower potential
impact or insufficient funds. We estimate that the grants awarded had the potential to impact nearly
1 million lives both directly and indirectly.
Country

Project

Awarded

Uganda
Uganda

Spring Water Project
3 Water Collection Tanks

4,910
4,950

Tanzania
Tanzania
Kenya
Kenya

Piggery Project
Clean Water
Clean Water
Clean Water

4,689
5,000
4,982
5,000

Total 2016 Grants Awarded

$29,531

Quality Control – Volunteers 2016
African Palms relies heavily on our current volunteers and has invited youth groups both within and
outside the St. John’s community to help. St. John’s Episcopal School 4 th grade took over the quality
control of the small palm crosses in 2013. Other teachers also have had their students help with quality
control. A heartfelt Thank You to St. John’s School for your support and help.
In 2016, students from the Freshman and Sophomore Retreat Classes at Good Counsel High School
worked on quality control 13 days as part of their class outreach program. These work days took place
in the spring, fall and during their Easter break. Without the assistance of these school communities,
the crosses would not have been ready for shipment to customers and distributors.
Thank you to the Monday Mission Society for holding 2 of your meetings each year working on quality
control of the palm crosses.
African Palms no longer has the support of our long-time dedicated day time volunteers. We are
grateful for the time they have devoted to African Palms over the years.
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Also in 2016, parishioners continued to take home bags of crosses to quality control; thank you to all
that have spent their time at home to work on the crosses.
African Palms could not function without the support of the entire St. John’s Community/Parish and
outside volunteers. Our volunteers help with ensuring the quality of the bundles of crosses and
packing boxes to be shipped out across the United States.
Activities During 2016
African Palms was represented by Mary and John Ellis during the 2016 Washington Diocesan
Convention. In addition African Palms had a table at the St. John’s Episcopal Church Holly Harvest
Bazaar on November 5th selling totes, cards and alternative gifts for the holidays. On December 4 th
African Palms had a booth and sold totes, cards and alternative gifts for the Holiday edition of the
Olney Farmers Market.
Board Members
The Board welcomes two new trustees in 2017: Fred Frey and Charles McQueen.
We are actively searching for up to two additional new Board members to
expand and diversify our leadership. Parishioners who have an interest in
contributing in a meaningful way to this ministry or who may know a nonparishioner with relevant knowledge or experience in Africa, public health,
marketing, accounting, engineering, community development, agriculture,
etc. are invited to contact any of the current Board members for
information.
MEMBERS OF THE AFRICAN PALMS BOARD OF TRUSTEES FOR 2016

The Rev. Henry McQueen
Rector

Mary Lou McMaster
Chair

Lois Taylor
Treasurer

Wayne Cross
Grants Chair
Christ Episcopal Church

Carl Ridenour*
Volunteer Chair

Jim Cooper*
Lutheran Church of St. Andrew

Glen Drew

Mary Ellis

Crannough Jones
Vestry Representative

Elton King*

Richard Heacock, Jr

Alan Soukup

Transfiguration Episcopal Church
*Terms ended 12/31/2016

Board Members are Parishioners of St. John’s Episcopal Church unless otherwise noted.
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The African Palms USA grants program continues to grow.
Since 1976, $2,041,966 has been awarded in self-help grants to countries in Africa.

GRANTS AWARDED TO AFRICA 1976 – 2016

AFRICAN COUNTRIES
African Country

Dollars

African Country

Dollars

Burundi

148,118

Sierra Leone

1,000

Congo

160,970

South Africa

14,000

29,820

Sudan

102,075

Gabon

3,000

Swaziland

17,500

Ghana

33,500

Tanzania

476,147

Kenya

268,134

Uganda

582,605

Mozambique

7,172

Zambia

2,000

Nigeria

2,000

Zimbabwe

38,250

Rwanda

15,650

Ethiopia

AFRICAN ORGANIZATIONS

Dollars

Christian Groups

73,683

Companions in World Mission

27,300

Episcopal Relief & Development

19,025

Medical Education for South African Blacks

6,000

Mission Aviation Fellowship

14,017

Total Grants Awarded to Africa 1976-2016

$2,041,966

The African Palms’ Board thanks all our volunteers who give their time, talent, and treasure to make this
outreach possible. Truly, African Palms would not be possible without the generous participation of our
volunteers and parish.
Submitted by,
Patricia Martineau
African Palms Office Manager

26

S T . J OHN ’ S E PISCOPAL S CHOOL
St. John’s Episcopal School is in the midst of its 56th year, a vital year in the growth of each of our
students and the school. The time since our last report to the Church has been a year of engagement,
a year of community, and a year of commitment. We see new energy from our returning parents and
the new members of the school community, new students and families, and our teachers.
Generosity and participation are both on the rise. We had more people attend the Auction, and “Raise
the Paddle” (funding for technology and faculty development raised at the Auction). The golf
tournament almost doubled the number of players, and it was a great success. In 2015-16 we
surpassed the prior year’s Annual Fund in total dollars, and our family participation jumped from just
over 40% to over 60%. This year we reached 76% family participation by the end of the calendar year,
half way through our fundraising year. Participation and giving make a huge difference at St. John’s.
For us to continue moving forward, for us to reach the levels we seek for our students, for us to fulfill
our mission for next year and the next decade, our school and church communities giving of time,
talent, and treasure is truly the key.
And what are the results? This year, our students again had successes in academic, athletic, and
artistic competitions. Students performed plays and concerts at school and off campus, for the
community, the general public, and in competition, showing great confidence, commitment, and
success. The Spelling and the Geography Bees at school, the MAESA Scholars Fair, and regional
competitions were ways our students showed their academic prowess. The OLGC Math Competition
again saw St. John’s students in the top 10 and the team “on the podium.” Our student-athletes
participated in soccer, basketball, cross country and road races to learn about winning and losing, but
also about being a team member, working to improve, and finding out about the importance of
persistence. And in the area of high school matriculation, we had a tremendously strong year with
our students being accepted to some of the strongest schools in our community as well as boarding
school and receiving merit scholarship offers of $160,000.
Our students continue to engage in community services with the support of our faculty and staff and
with the help of their parents. We estimate that our students performed over 1000 hours of community
service. This service benefited our Church, our community, and the world well beyond our school
and even beyond our country’s borders. From working in soup kitchens, to conservation projects,
fundraising for the homeless, support in finding a cure for diseases, to in service at St. John’s Episcopal
Church and other houses of worship, our students give generously of themselves. The fourth graders
ongoing work with African Palms and the Student Council’s support of Free the Children spread their
efforts to other continents.
We welcomed our new Rector and our Chaplain, Fr. McQueen. We have enjoyed the renewed
relationship between Church and School, and continue to find new ways to strengthen the connection
by our students walking a prayer labyrinth, having hymns and homilies engaging to students, and
have plans to bring our Board and the Vestry together. We are on a rise. Let us continue to grow!
Tom Stevens,
Headmaster
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Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing.
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