Lenten Vespers
Home Edition
Wednesday, April 1, 2020

(Please light a candle and place it in your midst as we gather.)
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OPENING
Lent Dialogue
Behold, now is the acceptable time;
now is the day of salvation.
Turn us again, O God of our salvation,
that the light of your face may shine on us.
May your justice shine like the sun;
and may the poor be lifted up.

Hymn of Light

The Day You Gave Us, Lord, Has Ended
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Thanksgiving for Light
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
We give you thanks, O God,
for in the beginning you called light into being,
and you set light in the sky to govern night and day.
In a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night
you led your people into freedom.
Enlighten our darkness by the light of your Christ:
may your Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path;
for you are merciful, and you love your whole creation,
and with all your creatures we give you glory,
through your Son Jesus Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
now and forever.
Amen.

PSALMODY
Psalm 31:9-16
Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I am in trouble;
my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat and my belly.
For my life is wasted with grief, and my years with sighing;
my strength fails me because of aﬄiction, and my bones are
consumed.
I am the scorn of all my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors, a dismay to
my acquaintances; when they see me in the street they avoid me.
Like the dead I am forgotten, out of mind;
I am as useless as a broken pot.
For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is all around;
they put their heads together against me; they plot to take my life.
But as for me, I have trusted in you, O Lord.
I have said, “You are my God.
My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies,
and from those who persecute me.
Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love.”
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(Please observe a long moment of silence for contemplation)

Evening Canticle

To You, Before the Close of Day

WORD
Reading

Philippians 2:5-11

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was
in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be
exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in
human likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled himself and
became obedient to the point of death— even death on a cross. Therefore
God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every
name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and
on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
(Please observe a long moment of silence for contemplation)
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Dialogue
Long ago God spoke to our ancestors
in many and various ways by the prophets,
but in these last days God has spoken to us by the Son.

Gospel Canticle

The Magnificat
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Prayer Litany
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house, and for all who oﬀer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the health of the creation, for abundant harvests that all may share,
and for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For public servants, the government, and those who protect us;
for those who work to bring peace, justice, healing, and protection
in this and every place, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
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For those who travel, for those who are sick and suﬀering,
and for those who are in captivity, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For deliverance in the time of aﬄiction, wrath, danger, and need,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For all servants of the church, gathered near and far,
and for all people who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
(A time of silence follows)

Giving thanks for all who have gone before us and are at rest, rejoicing in
the communion of all the saints, we commend ourselves, one another, and
our whole life to you, through Christ our Lord.
To you, O Lord.
O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see
the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us
faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go, but only that
your hand is leading us and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ
our Lord.
Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer

Blessing

(Please share a greeting of peace with one another)
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What is Lent?
Lent is an ancient period of preparation leading up to the springtime festival
of the Resurrection of our Lord, commonly called Easter. It lasts 40 days,
which is modeled after the Gospel story of Jesus fasting and praying in the
wilderness for 40 days at the beginning of his ministry. So, we do the same:
we fast, we pray, and we prepare for the ministry ahead that God calls us
to.

What is Vespers?
Vespers is part of the historic prayer pattern known as daily prayer oﬃces.
In many monastic communities, faithful members gather together every day
for simple prayer services at certain proscribed times throughout the day.
These services often include music, readings from the Psalms and other
important Scripture passages, and almost always prioritize time for quiet,
contemplative reflection. Most importantly, they provide a rhythm to daily
life that names God’s persistent presence among us always, and asks us to
ponder what that means for us as God’s people.
We as Lutherans have adapted this daily prayer practice for use during the
Lenten season. In our tradition, we gather on Wednesdays for the
eveningtime prayer oﬃce of Vespers, which is simply its latin name. There
are three prayer oﬃces included in our hymnal:
Matins - morning prayer (“matt-inns”)
Vespers - evening prayer (“vess-purrs”)
Compline - night prayer (“comp-lynn”)
Each time we gather for Vespers, the majority of the service will be the
same. The same structure, the same responses, the same prayers.
Oftentimes, a new scripture reading or musical selection will be oﬀered for
contemplation.
We encourage you to embrace the rhythm and contemplative spirit of
Vespers in this holy season, and open yourself to God’s presence as we
continue through Lent.
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