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The regular scheduled meeting of the Sherman Township Board was held on Tuesday February 5, 2024, 
at 7:00 pm, in the meeting room of the township hall.  The meeting was called to order by Supervisor-
Smalligan at 7:00 pm.  After the pledge of allegiance, roll call was taken and members present were 
Karen Berens, Doug Berens, Stan Stroven, Ken Smalligan, and Jamie Kukal.  

Motion was made by K Berens and 2nd by S Stroven to approve the agenda as presented.  All approved, 
motion passed. 

Motion was made by K Berens and 2nd by S Stroven to approve the minutes from January 2, 2023, with 
corrections.  All approved, motion passed. 

For public comment, David Harrington presented photos of the replacement bridge over Robinson Creek 
and his concerns with the quality.  He claims it is quicker to collect ice than before, the guard rail on the 
north side is only 16” from the edge of the road and there is a significant bump in the road as you enter it 
on the south-west side.  Supervisor-Smalligan told Mr. Harington that the township was not involved in 
any that project, however he would relay his concerns to the County.   

Treasurer-Berens presented her report of outgoing funds highlighting the county equalization bill of 
$3,637.88. With no questions a motion was made by S Stroven and 2nd by D Berens to accept the 
Treasurer’s report and authorize her to pay the bills. Roll call vote was taken. Yes; K Berens, D Berens, S 
Stroven, Ken Smalligan and J Kukal  No; none. Motion passed. 

Clerk-Kukal gave a verbal clerk’s report, highlighting the fact that her full-time job was limiting her 
availability greatly.  With no questions on her report, she went on to present the sample for the lawyer 
contact policy.  She will have a final resolution for consideration next month.  For the code of ethics, she 
presented a copy of the Deputy Zoning Administrator’s Job Description with the code of conduct section 
added.  Consent was given to proceed with adding that section to all job descriptions moving forward. 
Kukal then presented the renewal of the contract for equalization services for approval.  Motion was made 
by K Berens and 2nd by S Stroven to accept the contract for equalization services as presented  form the 
Newaygo County Equalization Director. Roll call vote was taken. Yes; K Berens, D Berens, S Stroven, 
Ken Smalligan and J Kukal  No; none. Motion passed.  For the subject of the clerk’s pay scale, Kukal 
voiced her concerns to get someone to fill the position for the current rate, due to the extensive workload 
related to elections.  She is seriously considering not running for re-election.  It was decided to leave the 
pay as is for the year.  

There was nothing from the Trustees at this time. 

Supervisor- Smalligan presented the road project recommendations from the Newaygo County Road 
Commission for consideration.  Option #1 was wedge & overlay 24th St. between old M-20 and Parsons 
Ave for the township share of $132,000.  Option #2 was wedge & overlay Luce Ave. between 8th St. and 
Baseline Rd. for the township share of $143,400. Option #3 was wedge & overlay Luce Ave. between 8th 
St. and 16th St for the township share of $143,400.  Supervisor Smalligan reminded the board that Luce is 
a road that is shared with Dayton township for responsibility and Dayton continues to refuse to share the 
expenses for repairs.  Motion was made to accept the proposed road project for wedge & overlay 24th St. 
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between old M-20 and Parsons Ave. for the township share of $132,000.  Roll call vote was taken. Yes; K 
Berens, D Berens, S Stroven, Ken Smalligan and J Kukal  No; none. Motion passed.  For the subject of a 
memorial plaque at the Robinson Creek Bridge, Ken received a quote of $400 for two plaques from the 
Road Commission.  If donations can be raised, he will contact the road commission to order them.  
 
Planning commission representative- Berens reported on last month’s meeting and public hearing, where 
the proposed ordinance changes passed 4-3.  The proposed changes were presented to the board for 
consideration. Supervisor Smalligan opened it up for public comment on the subject.   
 

• Warren Stroven read a letter from Thomas Margol. (Appendage A) 
• Warren Stroven read a letter from Rick Tanis. (Appendage B) 
• Warren Stroven read a letter from Steve Kotecki (Appendage C) 
• Warren Stroven read his own letter stating that he is against increasing the building size to 4000 

square feet. He continues to be concerned about the potential for industrialization that these 
changes may lead to in the future.  

• Jay Diehl spoke about his disappointment with the planning commission’s deficiencies in the 
process. He feels the commission has taken advantage of the process creating the opportunity to 
make outrageous changes. He claimed that in this situation the system in broken.  

• Claire Derks is not in favor of the changes and did not move to an industrial community.  
• Al Smalligan commented that as a member of the planning commission, he is really sorry that it 

has taken this long to find a solution.  The public  feels that the board doesn’t listen to them, and 
this proved it. 

• Dave Chrysler agrees with the recommendation to not change the ordinance and said outsiders 
need to be shut down.  

Supervisor Smalligan closed the public comment and brought it back to the board for discussion.  He 
presented his revisions to the proposed changes. He approves of the two proposed deletions of sections 
2.41 and 3.22.  He would like 17.15, 2,A to stop after (2400) square feet, with the rest eliminated from A. 
He would also like 17.15,3,D to return to the original wording of one non-residents. All other proposed 
changed he approves of. (Appendage D)  S Stroven approves of the two proposed deletions of sections 
2.41 and 3.22.  He would like 17.15, 2, A to stop at preexisting neighboring residence and eliminated the 
rest from A.  All other proposed changes he approves of. (Appendage E) K Berens commented that she is 
not sure why it was set to increase to the 4,000aquare feet and she agrees with Stan to strike out the last 
section of A.  D Berens said he approves of the changes as originally presented and everything is getting 
bigger.  J Kukal commented that she has listened to the debates at both public hearings along with the 
other meetings and she feels that the issue of size is not the going to solve the bottom line of the public 
concerns.  She feels that those concerns will need to be addressed on an individual basis with each special 
use permit hearing.  4000 square feet is not a large enough building for the industrialization concerns and 
currently there are existing buildings that size or larger being used for unpermitted business use in our 
township and the public doesn’t even realize it.  Kukal approves of the proposed ordinance changes as 
originally presented.  Amotion was made by K Smalligan and 2nd by K Berens to approve the proposed 
changes with Ken’s proposed revisions.  S Stroven made a amendment motion to accept the proposed 
changes with Stan’s proposed revisions it was 2nd by D Berens.  Roll call vote was taken on the 
amendment. Yes; D Berens and S Stroven  No; K Berens, Ken Smalligan and J Kukal. Motion failed 2-3.  
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Roll call vote was taken on the original motion. Yes; K Berens, , Ken Smalligan and J Kukal  No; D 
Berens and S Stroven. Motion passed 3-2.   
 
Assessor-Story was not present, Smalligan read the provide report highlighting the March BOR Dates.  
Smalligan presented Resolution 2024-3, To provide for alternate Starting Dates for March, July and 
December 2024 Board of Review.  Motion was made by J Kukal and 2nd by D Bernes to approve the 
resolution as presented. Motion passed 4-1. 
 
No cemetery reports. 
 
Building inspector-Smalligan presented his report indicating 0 permits and 4 inspections last month. 
 
Zoning Administrator-Kukal’s asked for confirmation on the Junk Drive date, it is June 8th.   
 
For White Cloud Sherman Utilities K Koprolces reported on the afternoon’s meeting.  February 20, 2024, 
will be their budget meeting .  They are working on a new vehicle use policy and new internet options for 
the office.  The sledge pond annual check is scheduled for this spring.  
    
For Fremont Fire District, K Berens reported billing $285.38 and collecting $368.48 for the month.  There 
was no January meeting for White Cloud.  
 
For new or unfinished business, Clerk-Kukal pointed out that the ARPA funds would need to be assigned 
by the reporting in April, so come with recommendations next month. 
 
There was no board member comment at this time.  
 
 
For public Comment, Al Smalligan thanked the board for the decision on the proposed ordinance changes 
and asked for a printout of registered  home businesses in the township.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:05 pm 
 
Submitted by: Jamie Kukal-Clerk 
 
Visitors present:  Wayne Berens  Jerry Engel    Gary Smalligan   

Chad Kukal  Butch Deur  Karen Koprolces 
Dean VanOstenberg Mark Kukal  Bret Derks 
Todd Hanson  Dick Chenard  Al Smalligan 
Warren Stroven  David Harrington Mike Derks 
Claire Derks  Glenn Tissue 
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