One of the books on our bookshelf is called 

When People are Big 


and God is Small.  
The cover is well designed, 


as the first half is in big clear letters, 


the second half is still readable, 



because it has a magnifying glass around God is small.  

But that is a summary of our passage today.  


That is probably also a healthy diagnosis f



or many of the issues we have on a day to day basis.  




Our God is too small 




and our problems are too big.  

A set of magnets that occasionally stay on the refrigerator say, 


“Don't tell God how big the storm is, 


tell the storm how big your God is.”

While our text does not have the words big or small in it, 


when we look at the disciples reaction, 



we see that is what they are dealing with.  


They have an over exaggerated view of themselves.  

They are seen having this view in three ways.  


They believe in their self will more 



than what their master says, 


Peter believes in himself more 



above his fellow disciples, 


and they believe in themselves more 



than what scripture says.

We will start with all the disciples, 


because Jesus speaks to all of them first.  

Jesus has upped the ante from what was happening at the table.  


At the table, 



it was one of you will betray me.  


Now, on the Mount of Olives, 



it is “You will all fall away on account of me.”  




Not just one, 




but all of you.  
And it won't be because of the threat to your selves, 


it will be because of what is happening to me.  

This underlying theme is present in a number of storylines.  


What happens when the leader of the gang is captured?  



In a good western, 




the gang disperses.  



Then a unnoticed, 



or undervalued follower breaks them out, 




and then the rest of the time, 





the leader spends time bringing those who deserted the leader 






to justice or retribution.  



If you didn't watch westerns growing up, 




Voldemort does the same thing in the  Harry Potter series 





to all of his members.  

The disciples want to believe, 

we want to believe 


that we would never do what Jesus is describing.  

They are answering from a principled, 


hypothetical standpoint.  

The deeper we get into Matthew, 


the worse I become at answering hypothetical situations.  



For I am realizing more and more how weak I am.  




I recall the vows and pronouncements I have made, 





and while I keep them a majority, 





maybe even a super majority of the time, 




when you break a vow, 





it is broken.  



It doesn't matter if you only kill another person once, 




that one time still makes you a murderer.  



It doesn't matter if you have met a million people 




and didn't kill them.  





It is the the one that you did that qualifies you.  

We should remember t


hat the disciples have followed Jesus through some hard and awkward moments.  

So they might have a little confidence and say, 


“What can be worse than what we have already gone through?”  



Life has a way of continually testing us.

The disciples don't take the warning as an opportunity to say, 


“What can we do different,” 


or “I believe, help my unbelief.”

They take it as a challenge to who they are.  


Now based on principles and ideals, 



all of us are great people.  

Most of our underlying life philosophies are good.  


Whether that is, 



“Do what is best for the most people,” 



or “Do what is best for me and my family,” 



or even listening to Jesus and making, 




“Do unto others as you would have them do unto you.”  

But a philosophy or principle is different than practice.  


Practice is what we do day in and day out. 

 The disciples tend to run the same amount of success as most of us.  


Probably about 75% of the time, 



they are listening to what Jesus says.  

But the problem is, 


when doing the math, 



that means in a 24 hour day, 




there are 6 hours when we are not.  


And if you are sleeping another 6-8 hours a day.  



We suddenly find that a third of our waking hours 




we are following our own agenda.

Jesus warns the disciples that they all will fall away.  


Not just the weak ones, 



but all of them.  

They want to believe differently 


because of their principles.  

But none of them say, 


“Lord, pray for us then.  


Help us!  



We know we shouldn't fall away.  



We know a hard time is approaching for you.  




Help us to not scatter.”  

Instead of relying on their big God, 


they rely on their big selves.

Peter is the most hypocritical of the bunch.  


Not only does he claim to have the strength within himself, 



he throws the rest of the disciples under the bus.  


“Even if all fall away on account of you, 



I never will.”  

In part, 


Peter has a healthier grasp of humanity than the other disciples, 



in that he can see how each of them could fall away.  

But he does that nifty trick we all do, 


we can see how weak everyone else is,  


but not see that the same weakness lies within us as well.  

There is something unique or different about us, 


that puts us above everyone else.  


We are special, we are better.  

We should know better.  


For Peter,



 if we are keeping track, 

he should know better.  


Yes, 



he did claim Jesus was the Messiah, 



but in Jesus' next breath, 




he referred to him as Satan.  


Peter thought he could walk on water, 



but then took his eyes off Jesus.  


Peter thought that forgiving someone 7 times would be merciful, 



Jesus told him 7 times 70.  

In Peter, 


we hear time and again, 



a man who is tempted to be his own Savior, 



or pick up the reigns from Jesus 




and take this ship in the way it should be going. 

And if you asked Peter, 


this ship should go no where near any waters 



where suffering is involved.  

Peter gets the need for  transformation in this world.  


But he does not accept the way that Jesus intends to transform the world. 



Do we?  

Is our Christianity wrapped up in making the world a better place 


while avoiding suffering?  

Or do we understand that suffering is how we will see how big our God is.  

Unless Jesus was willing to die, 


there was no way for him to experience God overcoming death and sin.  

But since he was willing to suffer, 


we have Easter morning and resurrection, 


new life, 


a type of life that resembles what God intended.  

So when you find yourself thinking 


that you would never make the mistake someone else has, 

the question is, 


is that because you are bigger, 


or because your God is bigger?

The final way that we hold this bigger attitude that the disciples display, 


is that they believe that they know better than God and his word.  

Jesus gives them this quote out of Zechariah 


and they think that through their own will, 



they can overcome what scripture says.  

Scripture is God's word.  


So we are trying to run counter to more than just the constitution.  


We are running against the word of our maker, 



creator, 



and redeemer.  

We are trying to make God small 


and our ability big.  

It is interesting to note that Peter is willing to die, 


to prove scripture false.  


And the other disciples are as well.  

But we need to remember that Scripture is God's word to us 


to help us understand God and how God created us.  

Jesus knows that when the shepherd is struck, 


that the sheep will be scattered.  

But how often do we overlook verse 32?  


The good news of this passage.  

But after I have risen, 


I will go ahead of you into Galilee!

Jesus, 


obviously from the amount of time he quotes scripture, 



knows God's word.  


It also helps that he wrote it.  

He knows that humanity is going to fall short.  


We as individuals will fall short.  

But Jesus, 


with boldness and gusto -



proclaims that he will lead them like a shepherd to Galilee.  


He will go before them 



and meet them there, 




after he has risen from the dead.  

He can say this, 


because he has just initiated a new covenant with them.  



We spent time looking at that cup filled with Jesus' blood last weak.  




The blood was poured out for the forgiveness of sins.  

So when we walk away, 


we have a lifeline to draw us back in.  

God has done something so world changing in the sacrament of communion, 


that we can all fall away 



because we are disappointed in Jesus, 




for not being the Savior we desire, 




for being the Messiah that redeemed us through suffering, 




for not using his power to overthrow our fellow man.  



Whatever our disappoint in Jesus, 




our reason for walking away, 





Jesus understands.  

What is more, 


Jesus has dealt with our weakness.  

Unlike our standard story line 


where the leader comes back 



and holds the deserters accountable 



and makes their life miserable.  

Jesus has told us that he offers us his body and his blood, 


so that we can still be with him.  

Jesus can handle us not being big, 


because he knows that his God is big.  


That his God can handle suffering 



and transform lives through suffering.

Matthew's hope in writing this gospel, 

my hope in proclaiming it, 


is that we too would understand that our God is big enough, 



so we can remain small.  


That we don't have to build ourselves up to try to meet God, 



but can instead become dependent on a God who is so big, 



so strong 



and so mighty, 




that there is nothing that our God can not do.  





Even defeating death and sin 






through dying.  

May we have our eyes, ears, and hearts attuned to God this week, 


to see how big he is, 

so that we can become smaller 


and accept who we are 


and how God has made us, 



and what he intends for us.
Then Jesus told them, “This very night you will all fall away on account of me, for it is written: 
“ ‘I will strike the shepherd, 

and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’
32 But after I have risen, I will go ahead of you into Galilee.” 
33 Peter replied, “Even if all fall away on account of you, I never will.” 
34 “I tell you the truth,” Jesus answered, “this very night, before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times.” 
35 But Peter declared, “Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown you.” And all the other disciples said the same. 
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