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Guest Columnist : Barb Gollwitzer

G

ardeners, I wrote this column in March
of 2018 and find many of things below to
be relevant to myself and our club.

Spring, it’s almost here; it is so close we
are now counting days instead of weeks. It will be
almost official as you read this, and I am so glad for
spring to come. Purchased seeds, check, purchased
seed starter, check, planning what to plant and
when, check! My gardening work counter in our garage has been cleaned off and is ready to go.
Spring is a time for renewal, new growth in our gardens. New growth in ourselves. Daily I am out and
looking for daffodils, iris, lilies to grow just a little
more. The long-awaited crocus are just around the
corner, and I am look forward to their arrival. Our
“Autumn Joy Sedum” is shooting up already.
I’ve always viewed the time between New Year’s and
Spring as a time to hunker down, stay warm and
plan. The past month, I have tried to make plans plans for our home gardens, plans for our downtown
gardens but mostly plans for our club and all of you.
Guest Column continues on p. 5
CALENDAR
March 8 — General Meeting, 3-5 p.m., Methodist Church;
Note this is the 1st day of Daylight Savings Time!
March 18 — Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Little Bean Coffee
Company (Café Book)
April 1 — General Meeting, 7 p.m., Methodist Church

Feb. & March Birthdays:
2/9 — Nancy Zitkus
2/16 — Cindy Cartner
2/28 — Nancy Bilsborrow
2/28 — Linda Nutter
3/3 — Liz Winters
3/14 — Carrie Hagy
March Program: Our very own
Holly Markwart Swehla will present
a program on butterfly gardening.
She has been on the “Raise the Migration” bandwagon since 2014.
Hospitality & Raffle:
Cheryl Hoke is hostess, with Dee
Obrochta, Linda Siwek & Liz Winters
Thank You to the Rotary Club for
donating to the Wreath Decorating
project. Member Joanne Dugenske
thanks everyone for their cards and
support during a trying time. Member Linda Worchel also thanks everyone for their support after her loss.
Antioch Garden Club is a member of Garden Club
of Illinois, Inc.; Central Region Garden Club, District
IX and National Garden Clubs, Inc.
Officers: President-Vacant, Vice President-Linda
Fox, Secretary-Cheryl Hoke, Treasurer-Laura
Paukner
The Garden Dirt is published electronically nine
times a year.
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Heads up: Plant Sale is May 16!

M

ark your calendars for Sat., May 16. Our annual AGC plant sale is on its way! We’ll
again be at the protected Williams Park pavilion, 741 Main St. Antioch (behind the library,
near the train depot) from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

N

Your donations of time, baked goods, established perennials, annuals, and garden-related
items/decor will be needed for this to be successful as our only fundraiser. I realize that
most of us can’t think past all that white stuff covering our flower beds, however seed starting and house plant divisions can take place soon. Please think about what you can
contribute and what to volunteer for.
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Find what’s comfortable for you among
these positions:

R
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S

1-2 volunteers needed to organize/price
the bake sale
1-2 volunteers to tape sale posters in
windows of Antioch businesses
2 cashiers (bring cashbox of small bills
and change)
Coffee for volunteers
Dig/pot plants for members unable to themselves
Place signs & balloons on sale morning, pick up same after sale
I’ll be bringing pots with trays & craftstix (for you to label your plants) to future meetings.
However, please remember to save your pots from season to season. Later this spring,
please let me know of the variety of perennials you might bring. I can then make-up a colorful horticulture ID with photo.
We always have fun and learn more about horticulture during this event.

Mark your calendars, tell your friends and save your purchasing dollars. Thanks, in advance, to all those who make my job easier and make me proud to be part of such a hardworking bunch!
Please contact me to volunteer or if you have questions about the positions.
Cindy Cartner, sedan1@msn.com or call 847-395-8902.
"All through the long winter, I dream of my garden. On the first day of spring, I dig my fingers deep into the soft earth. I can feel its energy, and
my spirits soar."
Helen Hayes
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Antioch Garden Club General Mtg. Minutes Dec. 1, 2019
WELCOME, CALL TO ORDER: 3:15 p.m. Pledge of Allegiance followed by
GCI pledge.
Refreshments: Pause for members to have refreshments.
Secretary’s Report: The November 4, 2019 minutes were published in the Garden Dirt. Hearing no
corrections or additions, the minutes were filed.
Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Laura Paukner’s report was published in the Garden Dirt. Hearing no
corrections, the report will be filed for audit.
Correspondence: Membership forms for Bob Majhi
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Auditing: Nothing to report
Bylaws: Nothing to report
Conservation/Horticulture:
Historian: Nothing to report but requested clean copies of newsletter to place in book.
Hospitality: Barb Gollwitzer, hostess along with Lana Svitak, Cynthia Stepanek, Betty Sprovieri, hostesses for December. March hostesses are Cheryl Hoke, hostess, along with Dee Obrochta, Linda Siwek,
Liz Winters.
Membership: We had 19 members in attendance, Lana Svitak inducted two new members: Bob Majhi
and Marcia Morris.
Nominating: Nothing to report
Philanthropy: Nothing to report
Programs: Assigned leader: Lana Svitak
Our December meeting was a “Holiday Party.” We played two trivia games. March 2020 meeting will
have Betty Collins as our assigned leader. Program will be Butterfly Gardening presented by Holly
Markwart Swehla.
Publicity:
P.R.: Barb Gollwitzer & Cynthia Stepanek need to review the current rack cards and update.
Newsletter: Nothing to report
Website: Nothing to report
Yearbook: Nothing to report
Scholarships: Nothing to report
—Minutes continued on p. 6
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Monarch Watch

T

he Monarch Watch is a nonprofit educational
outreach program based at the University of
Kansas that focuses on the monarch butterfly,
its habitat, and its spectacular fall migration.
They have received funding to distribute more milkweeds
in Spring 2020. The program includes habitat restoration
projects located in the Monarch Milkweed Corridor. For more information, or application, follow
this link: https://monarchwatch.org/bring-back-the-monarchs/milkweed/free-milkweeds-forrestoration-projects/
OR go to our website: http://www.antiochgardenclub.org/monarch-butterfly.html


Barb & Holly

Treasurer’s Report
Beginning balance 10/31/19:

$12,116.13

Checks cashed:

524.18

Deposits:

221.00

Ending balance 12/31/19:

$11,812.95

Checks outstanding:

1,159.58

Deposits outstanding:

596.00

-Submitted by Laura Paukner

March Garden Checklist









On dry days, remove winter debris from lawn & garden beds. Check for broken branches
(prune immediately) or damaged plants. Remove burlap screens erected to protect plants.
Consider a soil test if you have not had one before — do this before adding amendments to
your soil. Soil temperature must be 50 degrees.
To avoid compacting garden soil, wait until it has dried out before tilling, planting, or even
walking in the beds. Mix in 6 inches or more of compost or leaf mold to lighten heavy soil.
Oak pruning should be done in March, or before the oaks begin active growth. Prune fruit
trees in early March on a dry day before buds swell. Sterilize pruning tools with a 10 percent
solution of bleach before each cut.
Look for early blooming bulbs under the snow. As days warm, gradually pull back mulch from
around perennial crowns. Remove dead leaves taking care not to injure emerging new leaves.
Cut back to the ground all perennials and ornamental grasses left standing for winter interest.
Prune back to 12 inches stems of autumn-flowering clematis vines.
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Horticulture Committee Report
s previously discussed, jumping worms have invaded our earth, and they are not welcome! This is continued from the December 2019 newsletter. This info is from a Podcast
with Brad Herrick UW-Madison and Margaret Roach from A Way to Garden. I subscribe to her newsletter. Brad has been studying the worm invasion since 2013.

The soil where the worms are looks like coffee grounds, and makes tree roots look like gingivitis.
The roots are bare, with the soil or worm casting washed away. Worms seen in April-May are NOT
jumping worms. Jumpers are annual, and they are just hatching in spring. They are full size in mid
to late summer.
What can we do? First, check to see if you have them, and if so, how many? Here’s how to check.
Prepare the following recipe: 1 gallon water, 1/3 cup yellow mustard seed. Pour over soil. They will
come to the top. Hand pick and dispose with a heat method. For larger scale control, you can put a
clear plastic sheet over an area and let it heat up for 10 days to 104 degrees.
If you’d like, report your invasion to: iMapInvasives Network. https://www.imapinvasives.org/ It’s
an online, GIS-based data management system used to assist community scientists and natural resource professionals working to protect our natural resources from the threat of invasive species.
Another method of controlling jumping worms is to regulate your mulch pile. It needs to be heated to 104 degrees Fahrenheit for 10 days to kill off embryos in cocoons. Research has shown this to
be very effective.
For more information, go to https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/invasives/fact/jumpingworm/index.html for
a fact sheet from the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources. Happy Hunting!
-Holly

Guest Column, continued from page 1
Some of the things I have planned is answering the question of
how to make the work that we do as a club easier and yet more
productive? How do we allocate our resources so that we are receive the most from what we have and our greatest resource is
us? Our Horticulture committee is hard at work planning for our
summer gardens. We are currently talking to the Village of Antioch and requesting assistance
from them in the maintenance of our gardens. We can check that one off our bucket list!
During my presidency, I felt and witnessed great growth in our club. So many of you stepped in or forward and took on new tasks. Hoping this spring will give us a sense of new growth in so many ways,
grow our accomplishments, grow our membership, grow your personal leadership skills while serving
our club and grow our friendships with one another.
-Barb
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—Minutes continued from p. 3
Special Projects:
Monarch Butterfly Initiative: Nothing to report locally; it has been a good year for the
Monarch and we will know in February how many migrated to Mexico. The “bee population” is improving.
Wreath Decorating: Successful , good turnout, and we made more wreaths than 2018.
Ways & Means — Plant Sale: Nothing to report
New Business:
Meeting on Sundays: A member at large brought up that Sunday is not a good day for us
to meet as it is traditionally a family day for them. Several members spoke up and requested the club vote on it. It was agreed that this will be put on the agenda for the January
board meeting for discussion.
Old Business: None
Announcements: None
Raffle: Carolyn Yoakum, chairman, conducted the raffle; $ 101
was realized.
There being no further business,
the meeting was adjourned at
4:55 p.m.
Respectfully submitted, Barbara
Gollwitzer, Acting Secretary for
Cheryl Hoke
Wreath Decorating 2019

Welcome New Members

W

e recently welcomed not one but two new members! We’ll need to ask new
member Marcia Morris, of Wilmot, about her hobbies and reasons for joining
the club and report it in a future Garden Dirt. She attended as a guest in November and joined on the spot. Welcome Marcia!

Bob Majhi, of Antioch, joined to learn about gardening, horticulture, trees and to make friends.
His interests include just about everything on our member checklist—from flowers, vegetables,
natives, plants and trees to landscaping, composting and floral design. Welcome Bob!
If you haven’t met Marcia and/or Bob, please introduce yourself to them at our next meeting. We
look forward to getting to know both of you!
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~ANTIOCH GARDEN CLUB ANNUAL MEMBER DUES~
2020-21
Individuals $30; Couples $50
Membership dues apply June to following June and are due by April 1
Make checks payable to: Antioch Garden Club
Membership includes: Garden Clubs of Illinois Central Region District IX & National
Garden Clubs, Inc.
Please fill out the following & return to Treasurer Laura Paukner at a meeting or mail to:
Laura Paukner
42707 N. Crawford Road
Antioch, Il 6002-7282
------------------------------------------detach---------------------------------------------

NAME: ________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________________

CITY:____________________________

STATE:_________________

ZIP CODE + 4 DIGITS: __________________ + _______________________________

HOME PHONE:_________________________________________________________

CELL PHONE:__________________________________________________________

EMAIL:________________________________________________________________

BIRTHDAY: ____________________________________________________________
(leave blank) Paid_________________________
7

Date____________________________
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