FOOTBALL SUNDAY
BLESSING THE ELON UNIVERSITY
FOOTBALL TEAM AND LUNCH IN THE CLC

July 2022

SUNDAY AUGUST 7 • WORSHIP 10:30 AM
Pot luck luncheon follows
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We are expecting around 115 visitors to worship on Sunday, August 7, as the players and
coaches will join us for a special time to build community and support for these student athletes. A special
prayer of blessing will be given and our hospitality continues as we welcome them to the CLC for a
luncheon that is a combination of our dishes to share and supplemental entrees for our rather large
visitors.
This is an all hands on deck event! We need
you to make homemade desserts and side dishes, even
special entrees (pasta casseroles) if you like as we are
building a small cadre of volunteers who will be serving
Fried Chicken and other meats and potatoes to
supplement our dinner so we have enough for our hungry
team and all of us. One difference this year is that we
will have tents set up outside on our patio to allow for
us to be a bit more spread out. We hope you will feel
safe and ready to share food and company. This has been
a tradition since the 1970’s and the team worked with he university and they felt it was safe as well. So,
you can start signing up for food donations for this, our biggest potluck of the year!
HOLY COMMUNION TO BE SERVED TWICE IN JULY
NO COMMUNION IN AUGUST

The deacons will serve communion on July 31 instead of August 7 because of Football Sunday.
This has happened before and allows us to utilize the special 5th Sunday to celebrate communion. We will
also receive on July 3 as is scheduled with the Cathedral Brass celebrating Independence Day along with
our worship experience.

UPDATE FROM REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT TEAM
Thank you for all our volunteers! Now is the time to get forms filled out so they can do our
background checks. THIS IS FOR ANY VOLUNTEER WHO WILL BE SPENDING FACE TO FACE TIME WITH THE
REFUGEES. Forms are available in the church office, online and can be signed online as well. A training
will be happening on Thursday, July 7 at 2:00 pm. Keep working to get our vetting done. We also need
leads on houses for rent that we can lease! All this is now to be reported to Paula James by phone at
425-830-3707 and her email is pbjames37@gmail.com.
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Emerging
As the world keeps
changing around us at a relentless
pace, I am convinced that our
emerging has started even in the
midst of all the wars, pandemic
concerns, change of world climate patterns and damage, political and
court polarizations that are changing our lives and how we relate to
one another, and Christian witness and how we be Church in a time
of unrest. The truth is that much of what emerges is going to be
simple, but demand determination; or is global and calls us to support
and act in faithful ways that my look different than they are now.
The simple is overall activities of the church. We are coming back to
do many of the activities we have done before. Vacation Bible School
felt like a blast from the past, but actually brought out more children
than we saw even before covid-19! Mask wearing is working as an
option, and we are now planning get togethers and major events
again. You will see an article about Football Sunday on August 7 and
we are going back to a hopefully full Music Camp August 7-11 with
Sunday August 14. We plan to return to Meet and Greets very soon
as well. Our calendar will be filling up with activities for the fall and
we are moving forward full speed ahead!
Our work and ministry building emerges at a time when
your lives are emerging in a different place as well. That is why focus
and determination will be an essential part of how we continue to do
and be church. We will do things a bit differently, but, you need to
be a part of how we emerge with the survey we sent out, honestly
recognizing that you are in a different place now, and realizing that
in order for us to grow and develop together we must face the grief
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and power of these life altering events we are living in and through.
We don’t want to go back to normal. We need to face our need to
be called community and to do what we must to fulfill that call.
Up till now, without realizing it, we are seeing our place in the
church as consumer (dare I say customer?) of the church as
marketplace, consumer choice, the place we like to go. In
understanding church as call, it becomes something that we must do,
take part in, and see ourselves as integral part, yes both in receiving
and giving, to be the Body of Christ, part of the presence of God for
our own journey of faith as well the call to be with others in many
ways. I am going to be blunt, this isn’t a call back to the country
club, it is a call to follow Christ and live out that call in the ways
the Spirit leads!
That leads to the more global of the issues we speak of
through wars, injustice, inhumanity toward others, selfish pursuit,
political happenings that further destruction, hopelessness, and fear.
The list is too long in such polarized times to list, but we need to
emerge as a place of care, support, witness, and embrace through the
love of God and call to mercy and justice that even touches us in
our own homes and communities. If we can’t express care, if we give
in to fear and can’t live out our faith in the ways of supporting
refugees, building up our community, creating a place for support
amidst pain and loss, where can we go? Emerging isn’t just a careful
choice; it is a demand that we as the church are called to do. God
is still with us, Christ’s message of saving grace and love is still ours
to live and share, and we must be relevant for the demands of the
future. We are the Church! Praise be to God!
Love,
Randy

Senior Pastor’s Bible Study and the Gospel of Luke
9:30 am on Sundays

“Sowing the Gospel”

Luke gives an orderly account of what the Good News derives from, Jesus the
Christ. Do you know the story? Yes and no. by looking specifically at one Gospel, we can
truly see the focus and power of the story through the eyes of an early community and
writer. This fascinating study will continue, and we would love to have you along on the
journey. Join us each Sunday in the Fellowship room and lean some things you may not
have known before! See you Sunday! We are focusing on the teachings and miracles of
Jesus in June and July. Join us!
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one evening
was 31
children. I
think that
might have
Thanks to all how helped in anyway with Vacation Bible
been a record
School. On behalf of the Board of Christian Education, we appreciate crowd since I
your time and effort to make this one of the largest and best weeks have been
in a while. It was good to be back to doing a full-blown Vacation
here. We too
Bible School. Thanks to the boards who provided folks to cook the
appreciate the
meals each evening. This was much appreciated. Thanks to those who help and leadership of First Baptist Elon. We made a good team
lead groups, had children hanging on them (Skylar) and shepherd
together. This week’s Passport to Peace made peacemakers out of our
children around the building. If my count is correct, during the week future generations!
we saw 36 children—not that many every evening but the most in
- Pastor Sharon

VBS Thank You

SHARING OUR SPACE: FIRST CHRISTIAN UCC
Our sister UCC congregation, First Christian UCC, sold their building in
Downtown Burlington and as a result were surprised by a very fast closing date.
They needed a temporary space to function while they map out their next steps. So,
they will be worshipping in our space for the near future. Their worship service will
start at 8:45 am and will be in our sanctuary starting July 10 (or 17) and running
through most of August. Starting August 28, they will use the CLC for a concurrent
worship service at 10:30 am and will use one of our rooms for Sunday School. We
don’t know how long they will need this temporary help, but we are helping in
support and as a part of our covenant.
So, if you see activity around the church that looks a bit unfamiliar, you
now can share an act of care and reach out to say hello. Also, we will hold them in
prayer as they plan their next steps and for the best resolution of their future. They
worshipped in the “Dome Church” since 1920, so this will be a time of grief for
some as the church has gone through much change. Their pastor is Rev. Joy Allridge
and will be in one of our classrooms as a temporary office for a short time as well.
They are paying a rental fee to be with us and we appreciate that we can help!

FARMERS MARKET EACH THURSDAY FROM 3-6 PM AT ELON COMMUNITY CHURCH
Come out each Thursday for some really great produce, food,
and all types of surprises. Let neighbors and friends know about it. There
have been as many as 25 vendors at one time and we will see different
numbers each week, but there are guest vendors and soon The County
Extension Office will have weekly programs. Throughout June come and
play BINGO (farmers market style) and get put into a drawing for a gift
basket! Be sure to check in at the main tent for information and updates.
A lot of our favorites are here each week and all is on the parking lot now for ease of walking. Once again, take your chance for real food
and local support!
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By Tanya Gold, Council Secretary
June 12, 2022
Treasurer’s Report showed a very slight deficit for the month of May. The 2022 YTD surplus ($6K) lags last year at this time ($73K) because
Maggie chose not to pull over any of the 2021 surplus monies ($48K) until the income is needed. Checking account is in fine shape. Building
Fund ($29K) continues to tick up.
Trustees reported that portico painting is moving forward, with money from the Building Fund. Transition to LED lighting is happening one
room at a time but will result in significant energy savings over time. Technology upgrades were a focus of discussion. Some equipment is on
backorder, which has allowed time to reconsider our needs (including staffing) with a holistic view. The Zoom Room is being utilized by several
groups and the owl is working beautifully. Climate control systems are also being re-evaluated.
Deacons have developed a brief online survey that will be distributed through the Deacon Care Groups. Survey will ask about spiritual renewal
as well as the current worship experience (to aid the Technology Task Force). The Christian Ed Board may piggyback on the Deacons’ survey
and add a few questions to assess the desire for new classes.
Board of Christian Education reported that approximately 40 adults celebrated Pentecost Sunday with food and fellowship at Joe Davidson Park.
Youth group enjoyed their end-of-year pool party later that day. Vacation Bible School has a timely theme of “Passport to Peace,” illustrated by
many groups coming together! Teachers and children are coming from Elon First Baptist, ECC boards are providing volunteers, and extra
publicity is going out to the community.
Missions & Outreach Board announced that our Diaper Drive collected 2,011 diapers and 3,436 wipes plus several feminine hygiene products.
The Dream Center gratefully received these items to stock their Diaper Bank and will distribute them to many families in Alamance County.
Thank you for your generosity! Randy and Sharon were very impressed with their tour of the facility when they delivered the diaper donations.
Board of Evangelism is excited about receiving new members! Mindi enjoyed the conversation at the New Member Orientation. Plans are
underway to bring back Football Sunday on August 7. Moderator noted that we will appreciate all food contributions from the congregation,
even if you don’t feel comfortable attending in-person worship and lunch due to Covid concerns. This Board will provide snacks for Meet &
Greet after worship on Music Camp Sunday (August 14).
Associate Minister’s Report – Pastor Sharon will preach on June 26, July 24 and July 31. She met with University Relations to plan ECC events
that welcome Elon students back in the fall. Our ECC pastors are taking the lead to organize and encourage pastors of all denominations to get
involved with meeting the needs in our community. Pastor Sharon will be on vacation July 2-10 (will miss two Sundays).
Senior Minister’s Report – Pastor Randy reported that he has been out visiting more and hopes face-to-face interaction can continue. He is
actively involved with helping the Personnel Committee put in place a new staffing evaluation process. A tent may be set up on the CLC patio
for the Football Sunday luncheon on August 7. This event requires a joint effort from Hospitality, Evangelism, and University Relations volunteers. Hospitality will soon be hosting Meet & Greet again outdoors after worship. Green Church Committee will host Movie Night on June 30,
and is recruiting for the Town’s new Sustainability Committee. JRVC camp scholarships are available; rising 4th graders and above are invited to
apply and attend JRVC camp! Randy’s week as counselor is July 10-15. Pastor Randy will be on vacation starting after worship on July 17, then
is scheduled for surgery (will miss two Sundays). He plans to be back to help with Football Sunday and Music Camp.

ECCUCC to Burlington
Sock Puppets August 4
A summer tradition at ECCUCC has been to take a trip to the
ballpark. We will be going to see our local team, Burlington Sock Puppets.
The game starts at 6 pm. The cost is $8 per ticket if we get in the covered
area. Email wheeler.sharon04@gmail.com if you are interested in attending.
If we have 20 there may be a group rate.
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Stay Connected
with Elon Alive!
Have
you joined our
private
Facebook group
yet? It’s called Elon Alive! and is invite only for
church members and friends. If you have not
received an invite and would like to participate,
please e-mail the church office at
eloncommunitychurch@gmail.com. You must have
a Facebook account in order to be involved. This
is a great place, safe for the whole family to
post pictures and interact with other members
and friends.

Click or scan the QR Code on the top
right of our website, eloncommunitychurch.org, or
look for the QR Code in the bulletin and Torch
(seen below). You can also go to our website and
click on the FINANCE tab, to set up an account
for regular online giving. Please take into account
that we pay 3% in fees on each donation if paid
with a credit card. Debit cards and checking
accounts are encouraged! If you cannot make an
online payment, checks are welcome to be mailed
to PO Box 625, Elon, NC 27244.

6/19 – El Stiegel, piano
6/26 – Sharon Wheeler, soprano
7/3 – Cathedral Brass
7/10 – Stephen Futrell
7/17 – Whit Stiegel, piano
7/24 – Hawfields Jammers
7/31 – Jody Crafford, violin
8/7 – Elon Football Sunday (Stephen Futrell)
8/14 – Music Camp participants
8/21 – Anna Ball, soprano
8/28 & 9/4 OPEN—Contact Stephen Futrell
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Usher Schedule
1st Sunday
2nd Sunday
3rd Sunday
4th Sunday
5th Sunday

John Henderson and Ralph Waller
Bev and Brielle Orwig
Charlie and Joanne Merical
Ray and Gayle Pollard
Millard Gold and Scott Masteller

Liturgist Schedule
7/3
7/10
7/17
7/24
7/31

Deacon On Call

Ted Henson
Tanya Gold
Whit Stiegel
Connie Canova
Colleen Gutierrez

7/3
7/10
7/17
7/24
7/31

Howard Welborn
Manda Stiegel
Russ Martin
Grace Jones
Derek Tang

Altar Flower and Greeter Schedule
7/3
7/10
7/17
7/24
7/31

Martha Spann
Richard Bragg
Artie Lewis
Betsy Stevens
Lori Watson
Mark Danieley
Lance Pinnix
John Long
Michael Goodwin
Carmen Martin
Eloise Byrd
Callie Harris

John Henderson and Scott Masteller
Cindy Hammond
Owen and Reva Schumacher
Judy Foxworth and Debbie Thorpe
Family of Earl Danieley

1
3
3
4
5
6
7
7
8
8
8
9

Earl and Ann Vickers
Stephen and Manda Stiegel
Andy and Kathy Feld
Denny and Annie McLane
Owen and Reva Schumacher
Brandon and Charlotte Wright
Steve and Sara Likness

Lou Harper
Hannah Spivey
Stephen Bengel
Curtis Giraud
Jay Bateman
Fred Kircher
Joan Richardson
Cindy Hammond
Dillon Drummond
Rich Roedner
Sue Brown
Larry Strong
3
3
4
9
12
13
19

11
14
14
14
16
16
16
16
17
18
20
22

Hugh Comfort
Marc Gutierrez
Brayden Orwig
Phillip Sheldon
Linda Raker
Jordan Wiles
Bill Ullery
Doris Peery
Lola Ayers
Fred Canova

Brad and Holly Wroblewski
Philip and Sims Osborne
Bob and Mary Abrahamson
Bill and Susan Menikheim
Nate and Lauren Bourne
Richard and Wendy McBride
Hal and Jennifer Clifton

23
24
24
27
27
29
29
30
31
31

21
21
23
26
26
29
30

Mailed: 6/28/2022

Street: 271 N. Williamson Ave.
Mail: PO Box 625
Elon, NC 27244
Phone: 336-584-0391
E-mail: eloncommunitychurch@gmail.com

Torch Articles

Please note that all
submissions are due by the
19th for the upcoming month. Because
of limited space, articles may be edited,
saved for future issues, or omitted.
Thank you for your contributions!

If you would like to be removed from The Torch mailing list please e-mail
eloncommunitychurch@gmail.com
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Rev. Sharon Wheeler
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Joy Rust
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Delinda Anderson
Custodian
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Office Manager

Dr. Stephen Futrell
Choir Director

Priscilla Cotton
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Finance Director
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