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THE PROCLAIMER
Light at the End of the Tunnel?
There’s an old expression, “I can see light at the end of the tunnel,” to which the person accompanying him
or her says, “Yea, I just hope it’s not a train.”
What is “light at the end of the tunnel” for us today? That can be defined in one word: hope.
Hope is an important thing at this juncture, wouldn’t you say? I certainly would. We have been in this “stay
at home” mode for a while, and no church for even longer. If we need anything tight now, we need hope—
hope that life will get back to normal.
Life and business will get back to normal, but what we defined as normal in January will probably not be
how we define normal when this pandemic ends.
There’s an old joke: “How many Lutherans does it take to change a light bulb? None! Lutherans never
change anything!”
If you stop and think about it however, nothing could be further from the truth. We were the first group to
break away from the Catholic Church. We were the first Christian church to have the Bible translated into
the language of the people. We even left the mother land of Germany to come here to America! Lutherans
don’t change? Are you kidding me? If you look at Lutheran history closely, it is all about change!
The Church Council will have to meet soon in order to address what changes we will have to make here at
Grace Lutheran in Everett. There is a lot to be considered. We must do this right. We must do it in a
way that you can be confident that you can come back here to worship our Risen Savior.
The task of reopening this church—and doing it right—is the most important thing to me right now. I miss
all of you and am looking forward to the day we can see each other again. When we come back together, I
want it to be into a worship facility that you can be confident will be safe for you to come into and go out of
as you worship.
We will have to understand that we will not be able to sit exactly the way we have been before. Social
distancing will be required, both in the pews and in the reception of the Lord’s Supper. I will be wearing a
mask and gloves (wait till you see the masks!). So will whoever is helping that Sunday. That’s going to be
an interesting change.
As we go through a time that is undoubtedly fearful for all, Jesus’ words to His disciples, over and over, were
“Fear not!” The disciples lived through some fearful things. They were in their fishing boats and
experienced storms on the Sea of Galilee that made them think they were going to die. And as the Christian
church started growing, so did the persecution of it. James, the leader of the church in Jerusalem, was
killed for his faith. Before Paul saw Jesus on the road to Damascus, he was in the business of rounding up
and killing Christians. The early Christian church had to change how they met to worship, going from as
many as 3,000 to house churches, where only a small number could meet.
Sound familiar?
We will undoubtedly have to make adjustments in the not-too-distant future. Will some be afraid to meet?
No doubt about it. To those people, Jesus says, “Fear not!” And to the members of Grace Lutheran in
Everett, I say, “Fear not!” Why? Because in Christ, we are being transformed from sinner to saint. And—
we are LUTHERAN! We are the ones who have the history of change! We will get through this together, by
the grace and power of God. If things are a little different, just remember your forefathers in the faith
understood there were times they had to do something different. Be thankful—God is still in control, even
when it seems our world is out of control.
Indeed, there is light at the end of the tunnel. Let’s work together to make sure it is the light of Christ we
see.==Pastor Anderson==Pastor Anderson
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Rose Mino, health and mobility concerns
Forest Van Duyn, health and mobility concerns
Those suffering from COVID-19
Protection from illness for all others
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Our Savior calls us to follow Him in generosity. “For I have given you an example, that you also
should do just as I have done to you.” (John 13:15) We cannot give our lives for the salvation of
the world, of course. Praise God – that job’s already done!
But with hearts full of thanksgiving for what Jesus has given us, we can follow Jesus’ example of
generous giving. And this is not merely an example alone. It’s also our Lord’s command. “The one
who contributes, (let him give) in generosity.” (Rom. 12:8)
So, when we give to help others who are in need, and when we bring offerings to the Lord, we
should strive to heed His command and follow the pattern He has established for us. Jesus did not
give us leftovers. He gave His best. So, we should not give leftovers, either, but the first and best
of what He has given us. Jesus did not give as an afterthought, but according to the plan of
salvation God established from the foundation of the world.
So, when it comes to our offerings to the Lord, we should make a thoughtful plan to give
generously, in proportion to the way He has blessed us. Like the Macedonian Christians, who gave
according to their ability – and even beyond their ability (2 Cor. 8:3) – we can and should give a
generous portion of the income that God provides us to honor the Lord.
So also, we should give freely, just as Jesus gave freely for us. There is no compulsion involved in
our works of love and our offerings to the Lord. Nor do we give grudgingly. We should give freely
and cheerfully because we want to out of thanksgiving. “Each as he purposes in his heart,” as the
Lord says. (2 Cor. 9:7) There is no New Testament ceremonial law involved here. Rather, we are
free to give as generously as our Savior has given for us.
In the same way, our Lord teaches us to give generously out of love – love for Him and for our
neighbor. Genuine love is always love in deed (1 John 3:18), love such as Jesus showed us all. It
is love that sees our neighbor in need and gives generously to help him. It is love that hears the
Word of the Lord and does what it says. If we truly love, we give generously. If we give without
love, our giving is not truly following Jesus.
Finally, we follow Jesus in generosity when we give for a good purpose to thank the Lord and
support His gospel ministry and other works of mercy. The people of Israel gave generously for
the service of God’s gospel purposes, to construct and support the operation of the tabernacle. For
that was the place where the Lord received the Old Testament sacrifices, through which He
bestowed the forgiveness of sins on His people. So, they gave abundantly – so abundantly that
they had to be told to stop giving. (Ex. 36:5-6)
In the same way, we should bring generous offerings to support the Lord’s work of bestowing His
gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation in our congregations through the preaching and teaching of
His Word, Baptism, and the Lord’s Supper. We should support the Lord’s work of caring for those
who are poor and needy.
Our Savior calls us to follow His example in generous giving. Let us then, with thankful hearts,
rededicate ourselves to following Him in generosity.
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