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WE MADE IT!!!!!!!!!!
Whodathunkit. A year ago at this time, all CT high school winter sports
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room learning, which caused teachers,
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students and parents to become overly
stressed and student performance to suffer. • Commissioner’s
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Businesses from bars to live theater were
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tremely curtailed or went out of business.
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The outlook was bleak on many fronts.
Click any headline
Nevertheless, we all carried on and did our best to take recommended preto go to the article
cautions to protect ourselves and our families from COVID-19. Many, if
not most of us, masked up, got tested, and hoped for the best. Meanwhile,
our officiating boards statewide worked with the powers that be to implement a plan to have a 2020-21 basketball season. As reported in our last issue (February 2021), that plan
went into effect and we actually had a season – albeit slightly abbreviated. Again, there would be no
state tournament, but there would be more robust conference tournaments. Many of our members chose
to work this past season and their courage is commended. Others opted out due to high risks and
COVID-19 vulnerabilities. They are to be commended for protecting themselves, (continued on p. 2)

CT to host 2021 IAABO Fall Seminar in September
The pandemic put in-person IAABO seminars and meetings on hold the last
two years. But now, we’re happy to report that
the 2021 IAABO Fall Seminar will take place
at the Trumbull Marriott from September 29th
through October 3rd with CT State Board 5 as
the host. The festivities kick off with the Hank
Luzzi Golf Tournament at the Oronoque Country Club on Thursday, September 30th. The
course is rated among the top 50 most difficult
courses in the U.S., so it’ll be (continued on p. 2)
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WE MADE IT!!!!!!!!!! (cont. from p.1)
their families and the people around them. This issue of the newsletter recaps the season with
contributions from CT State Board Past President Peter Gerardi, CIAC Officials Association
Director Dan Scavone, and observations from Commissioner Buddy Chernovetz and Interpreter Steve Wodarski, plus insights from our outgoing President Dr. Dan Davis and our incoming President Lou Matteo among others. Spoiler alert: The season went very well considering the challenges of all the protocols we had to follow and the fact that many of our officials who elected to work often did double or triple duty to get all the games covered at all
levels. Quite the accomplishment. Remarkably, throughout all this, not one single Connecticut
high school basketball official tested positive for and/or contracted COVID-19! What’re the
odds of that happening? In short, “That was the Season That Was.” Hopefully now, with effective vaccines available to everyone, someday soon we will be able to say “That Was the
Pandemic That Was – And Is No More.” We’re not there yet, but let’s do our part to get there.
CT to Host 2021 IAABO Fall Seminar (cont. from p.1)
quite the challenge. The $130 individual player fee includes lunch, open bar and numerous prizes, plus
of course a round of golf. Board 10 will sponsor a tee and will hold a drawing with a chance for four
individuals to win a complementary round of golf. Unlike the Spring IAABO event, which is primarily
a business meeting, the IAABO Fall Seminar is just that – a valuable learning experience focusing on
rules, interpretations, officiating techniques and situations. There’s a marked CT flavor to this year’s
event as a number of local officials will make presentations, among them our own Bhavin Parekh cohosting a presentation on recruiting and Our Secretary/Treasurer and former Interpreter Ray Vanacore
on the topic of “Managing Difficult Situations.” Additionally, Board 6 Interpreter Charlene Shepard
will talk about “Rebounding Contact and Coverage.” These and other presentations will offer valuable
insights to help you improve your game. We urge you to attend. It’s free! But you must register ahead
of time at www.iaabo.org. One of the perks for attendees is a Hospitality Room complete with top quality food and an open bar. It’s not often that we in CT have the opportunity to host a national IAABO
event so let’s be there and show the entire organization how we can be when we’re at our best.

Board 10 Officers Elected for 2021-23
The slate of officers nominated by the Executive Board have now been voted on and confirmed and officially took office at our banquet on June 23rd. Here they are:
President: Lou Matteo
1st Vice President: Don Perkins
2nd Vice President: Jason Crockett
Secretary/Treasurer: Ray Vanacore
Commissioner: Buddy Chernovetz
Interpreter: Steve Wodarski
Assistant Interpreter: Bhavin Parekh
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Mark Your Calendar
2021-22 Meeting Schedule
The good news is that we are going back to in-person membership meetings next season, barring any
significant setbacks with regard to COVID-19. We are currently in negotiations to regain access to Lyman Hall High School in Wallingford as our meeting site. It’s an ideal site in that the cost is relatively
low and most of you are familiar with Lyman Hall and how to get there. Plus they have a gym where we
can do on-court demonstrations to improve our mechanics.
Our proposed meeting schedule consists of the following
Sundays: October 17 (Mandatory Rules Interpretation
Meeting), November 14, December 12 (Refresher Exam)
session), January 9, and February 13 (Annual Meeting).

Attending at least 4 of the 5 meetings is required, but we urge you to attend all the meetings to learn
things that will help you be a better official. If you’re serious about becoming the best you can be you
will view these meetings as an opportunity, not as a burden. Our experience has shown that officials who
are lax in meeting attendance and who don’t take the Refresher Exam seriously or don’t get into the
rulebook each year tend to be the officials who constantly make mistakes on the court that put participants at a disadvantage and reflect poorly on Board 10. Let’s all make the commitment to do better.

Other Dates to Remember
July 30: 7% Game Assessment Fee Due
Please get your payment in if you have not done so already to avoid
a late fee. Keep in mind that this assessment fee is a significant portion of our income to help defray the expenses we incur each year to
run our organization. Plus, this past season’s schedule included less
than the usual number of games due to the adjustments made because of the pandemic, with the result being that the total fees we
would normally collect is reduced. Given our financial challenges,
every dollar counts, so please do your part.
July 31: Mentor/Mentee Program Application Deadline
If you are interested in being selected for the program you must get
your application in on time. This program is not a direct path to the
varsity level, nor does it guarantee varsity assignments. It’s to engage officials who strive to be the best they can be. We cap the
mentee roster at 10 officials per year. Note: Due to the COVID-19
shortened season last year, seven mentees will return. That leaves
ONLY three spots open for the 2021-2022 season. Please fill out the
Google form which you can access by clicking here and once you
complete it, click on the “Submit” button. If you have any questions, please email Steve Kirck II at skirck2@sbcglobal.net or
Bhavin Parekh at bhavin.parekh@uconn.edu.
!
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Update from the State
Since the 2020-21 season actually took
place, albeit with a compressed schedule,
COVID-19 protocols, and other first-ofits-kind changes, we asked former Board
10 colleague and current CIAC Officials’
Association Director Dan Scavone his
views on this past season and what’s in
store for us next season.
What is your overall view of the basketball season we had in 2020-2021?
Dan: There was a lot of fluctuations as to what the eventual outcome would be. Changes were taking
place week to week leading up to the start of the season. Some of the difficulties facing basketball as
well as hockey and other winter sports included cold weather and indoor venues which made sports contests riskier in terms of the pandemic. By contrast, the spring high school sports season with warmer
weather and outdoor contests got better and did so quickly. Given all the challenges we faced in putting
a winter season together, a lot of hard work on the part of many, many people enabled us to have a season and create a positive experience for players, coaches and other constituencies, which was our goal
all along. Although some schools had to quarantine and interrupt their seasons temporarily, we did manage to get through as full a schedule as we could. By the time we got to the post-season league and conference tournaments, things were heading in the right direction, and I think all participants came through
better than they might have expected. Though it was impossible to stage a fair and equitable State tournament, given the occasional school quarantine as well as the restrictions on team travel, having the
league and conference tournaments take place, with added divisional contests and more teams playing,
gave the schools and teams something extra to play for. That was a positive. At the beginning of the season, it was hard for the fans as the schools did not allow spectators at the games in order to minimize
potential exposure to the COVID-19 virus. But as the season progressed, schools started opening up to
limited numbers of spectators. That number grew toward the end of the season and the beginning of the
league tourneys. When you consider the fact that some colleges did not play any winter sports – for example, the Ivy League cancelled their entire winter season – I think that on balance we did really well
and it was worth it to make the extra effort to provide a good sports experience for all.
Were there any significant issues that had to be addressed during the season?
Dan: The requirement for players, coaches – and officials – to wear masks presented some challenges.
It’s not “normal” to wear a mask to cover your face when you’re playing a sport, just as it’s not natural
for officials to wear masks while running up and down the court. But the choice was clear and simple:
Wear a mask and you can participate. Don’t wear a mask and you can’t. Overall, schools, A.D.s,
coaches, and players handled it as well as they could. Administering mask breaks was also somewhat of
a challenge. Some coaches wanted to use that break time to do some strategizing, which they were not
allowed to do by the rules and protocols. While it was not the responsibility of the officials to enforce
that protocol, they did a good job of reminding coaches and A.D.’s that mask breaks were not time-outs
and shouldn’t be used as such. Nobody expected we’d get 100% compliance, but most schools and
teams did follow the protocols. Non-compliance was a rarity. Another challenge – I wouldn’t call it an
“issue” – was that many officials opted out of the season because of health risk factors associated with
the virus. That forced your commissioner as well as the assigners for the other (continued on p. 6)
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Update From the State (cont. from p. 5)
boards in the state to be really creative in making sure that all the games were covered – and they were.
To limit potential exposure to the virus, many of you were assigned to work with the same partner or
partners throughout the season and in some cases your travel was limited to further protect you. On the
plus side, I think the communication between schools and officials’ boards was very good, particularly
when positive COVID cases were discovered and had to be reported. As we move ahead to next season,
that communication must continue, and I believe it will.
Speaking of next season, what can we expect to happen?
Dan: Right now, the beginning of winter sports is so far away that it is impossible to nail down any specifics at the moment. But, if we keep heading in the direction we’ve been going – in terms of lower rates
of infections, hospitalizations and mortalities – and if we keep up with vaccinations, we can keep the
virus at bay and have a normal season. Remember that our past spring season began with some mitigations, but not nearly to the extent we had during the winter. There were some masking and some social
distancing required at the start of the spring season, but as the regular season came to an end, we were
almost back to normal. Spectators were allowed at the games. Masking was limited for players – for example in baseball and softball only the catchers had to wear masks while on the field. Plus, we had a full
State tournament in baseball, softball and other spring sports -- something that hadn’t happened for two
years. So, in general, things are looking up.
What specific procedures might remain in place next season?
Dan: Again, it’s hard to tell this far in advance of the new season, but there are a couple of things we
implemented this past season that will continue. One is the rules clinic for coaches. Last season we did
the clinics on line as a webinar. We will do so again for the new season. The webinar will be conducted
by the state’s Rules Interpreters who will get their information directly from the NFHS. Plus, all participants will receive the same consistent message. The webinar will also be recorded and posted on each of
our CIAC sports basketball sports pages so that those who couldn’t make the webinar date can still see
the presentations and those who did watch the original webinar can review it at any time. In addition,
basketball – and every sport -- will have a CIAC liaison who can point out and review key information
with coaches. Another change from this past season that will remain for the upcoming season is on-line
ticketing. This worked very well for the spring sports tournaments and we expect it to do just as well for
the upcoming winter sports tournaments. There will be no more paper tickets and handling of cash. Everything will be digital.
In terms of COVID-19, how might it impact the upcoming high school sports seasons?
Dan: I couldn’t say right now. But we are in a good place and hope to keep things that way. Having effective vaccines, as we have right now, gives us a higher level of comfort. But we are going to keep a
close watch on all things related to the virus. Our sports committees will meet regularly and talk about
what’s happening and what may need to be done. We’re just going to have to deal with things as they
occur. There are some unknowns and uncertainties. For example, school districts are trying to decide
whether kids will still have to wear masks in school. It just so happens that on July 9th, the Center for
Disease Controls (CDC) released new guidelines stating that vaccinated students, teachers and staff do
not need to wear masks in school this fall, though with some exceptions, such as when riding public
transportation including school buses. But these are only guidelines, not a mandate. The school districts
will have to decide for themselves. The CT Department of Health and the State Department of Education
are currently reviewing those guidelines. That said, if students are still required to wear masks while in
school, it doesn’t necessarily mean that student athletes have to wear masks during their games. Such
was the case with spring sports when masks were required in the classroom but (continued on p. 7)
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Update From the State (cont. from p. 6)
not on the field. At the CIAC we constantly work with the State Department of Health and with our
sports committees and look to them for guidance.
Any message to officials in preparing for a new season?
Dan: I would just say: Prepare as you would normally for any new season. Those of you who opted out
of last season will have to decide for yourselves if you want to return. Hopefully you will. And keep the
lines of communication open. Each sport has a staff member of the CIAC as a liaison – in boys and girls
basketball, it’s our associate executive director Gregg Simon. Plus you have a voice and representation
in many of our committees. Together we managed to salvage a winter sports season and things got even
better for spring sports. Overall things are trending in the right direction to have a winter season. Let’s
all work together to help make that happen.

Member-to-Member Mart

THE UNDILUTED
TRUTH INIMMUNE
SUPPORT.

NON-GMO •  ONLY 20 CALORIES

Probiotics in kombuchas and
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over time. But Karma’s    
patented, protective Push Cap
guarantees that our proprietary
blend of vitamins and cultures
is delivered at optimal potency.
Just another reason to
#BelieveInKarma

#1 RTD FOR IMMUNE SUPPORT
drinkKARMA.com

Available  at  Walmart,  Target,  Sam’s  Club,  CVS,  Rite  Aid  and  Price  Chopper
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Update from the State Board
Peter Gerardi, Past State Board President
On behalf of the Connecticut State Board Directors I would
like to extend to you a warm welcome and a well-deserved
break from an extremely challenging 2020-2021 basketball
season. It is with great pride and enthusiasm that I prepare
for you a brief summary-synopsis of the season.
First, let me say that I hope you and your family are safe and healthy as we all continue to cope with the unprecedented challenges of COVID-19. We are living in extraordinary challenging circumstances and it’s times like this that we reflect on what is important in life … love, health,
safety, family and friends. It was in fact an extremely challenging and arduous season!
Below are some notable topics that I would like to share with you.
As you are aware, on January 14, 2021, the CIAC announced that all CIAC member high schools could
commence with a basketball season starting February 8, 2021 and ending March 28, 2021. Post-season
competition was at the discretion of the various conference-league levels. It is with regret that the postseason State Tournament was canceled.
Individual Boards’ verified officials “opt-out” data is as follows:
Board #6	

Board #7	

Board #8	

Board #9	

Board #10	

Board #35	


Central Board	

	

Litchfield Board	

Eastern Board	

	

Fairfield Board	

New Haven Board	

Northeast Board	


43%
34%
34%
28%
33%
41%	


There are approximately 1500 IAABO certified basketball officials in Connecticut. The average “optout”, represented by the data above, is 35.5%. Statewide there are 532 [35.5%] officials who decided to
“opt-out” for the season. There are 968 [64.5%] officials who courageously accepted the challenge to
officiate and support coaches and student-athletes throughout Connecticut.
Board Executive Committees, working with CIAC officials, identified components of a pragmatic comprehensive protocol to maximize the safety and welfare of all those actively involved in the great game
of basketball.
Assignment Commissioners from all 6 Boards experienced significant challenges when dealing with assigning officials to games within their individual geographical areas while attempting to satisfy the considerable demand of program schedules. The reduction in schedules from 20 games per season to 12
games per season provided some relief in terms of the ability to fulfill program schedule assignments.
Officials’ availability was critical to the assignment process. The total number of officials opting in was
not the only deciding factor for fulfilling assignments. Some officials were not always available due to
employment responsibilities, injury, illness, family activities, etc. Those factors reduced the number of
available officials for assignments on any given day. Assignment Commissioners faced significant challenges to meet the demand of school program schedules, especially on extremely busy game days such
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as Tuesdays and Fridays. At the State Board’s Annual Business Meeting in March 2021 Commissioners
provided brief summary remarks describing their personal experiences. Several officials throughout the
State worked double and sometimes triple duty to meet the demand for game assignments. Commissioner’s worked tirelessly with Athletic Directors and officials to fulfill assignments. The devotion,
commitment and resilience of Connecticut’s officials proved to be extraordinary. The result was that
coaches, officials and student-athletes had the opportunity to share and experience the competitive juices
associated with the great game of basketball, despite the burdensome regulations and protocols of
COVID-19. In the end I believe we all can agree that the season was a success.
In closing, it has been and honor and privilege to have had the opportunity to serve as your 2020-2021
IAABO Connecticut State Board President. I also want to thank all State Board delegates for their unselfish service on behalf of all officials, athletic directors, coaches, student-athletes, parents, spectators -and the great game of basketball. On behalf of all State Board Directors, I wish you the very best for a
rewarding and successful experience for the 2021-2022 season and beyond. Blessings. Be well my
friends.

Member-to-Member Mart
A medical emergency can happen anywhere, even in a
hospital. Should it happen in an environment of
medical professionals, can they handle it? What if it
happens in a non-clinical area? Do you know proper
procedure? If not, learn First Aid and CPR. We offer
courses in American Heart Association(AHA) Heartsaver CPR/AED/First Aid, BLS Healthcare Provider,
Family and Friends CPR and First Aid, Bloodborne Pathogen, CT State EMT and EMT Refresher Programs, CT EMT Practical and other courses as well. Classes available at your
site or at our new location: 57 Ozick Drive Unit G Durham Ct 06422. Phone Lou Brockett:
Office (860) 788-3953. Cell (203) 213-7775, Fax (860) 788-3953. Or visit:
www.asecondchancecpr.com

In Dennisport • 7/10 mile from the beach •
2 bedrooms • pullout living room couch
New kitchen • new bathroom • screened in porch • washerdryer • cable • internet access • picnic table • gas grill •
$900/week. Reduced prices on weekdays. Special low
rates for fall. Call Rich Altieri 203 248-4398 or 203 809-4318.
Find out more on line at:
www.capecodaltierihome.weebly.com

Michael J. Luzzi, Attorney at Law
For the finest legal service and representation for Auto Accidents, DWI, Real Estate, Bankruptcy, Criminal Cases, and
Personal Injuries. 1172 Townshend Avenue, New Haven. Office: 203 404-5155 Cell: 203 675-9049 Fax: 203 886-1047.
Email: michael@luzzilaw.com
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After a Year Off, Board 10 Celebrates with a Banquet
Our annual Board 10 banquet was cancelled last year due to COVID-19, but we finally got back to having an in-person event on June 23rd at Seasons Restaurant. Though attendance was lower than in past
years – understandably so because the event was scheduled much later in the year than usual – the atmosphere was convivial and celebratory. People were glad to finally get out and socialize. Service
Awards were handed out to Board 10 members who have been active for anywhere from 5 to 40 years.
Incidentally, Dave Scasino was our lone 40-year official this year. We hope to publish the complete list
in our next newsletter. We also recognized the recipients of our coveted and prestigious Sportsmanship
Awards. Because we were unable to hold our banquet last year due to the pandemic, and because our
season was curtailed this year, we chose to honor the recipients we nominated for 2019-20 and give
them the recognition they deserve.

One of the highlights of this year’s banquet was a raffle featuring several tables loaded with valuable and
much-coveted prizes ranging from gift cards from the area’s best restaurants, to lottery tickets, complimentary rounds of golf, Yankees game tickets, bottles of “adult beverages” and more. Beyond offering
these prizes we also staged a 50-50 raffle. In all, the banquet raised $2086 which will go to our Sunshine
Fund to help fellow officials and their families who are in need. Thanks to Dr. Dan for organizing the
raffle, obtaining the prizes and seeing that everything was in order. A Herculean task to say the least.

A Big Shout-out to Charlie “Uncle Chilada” Hague
We’d like to extend our thanks to Board 10 member Charlie Hague for hosting our
Executive Board meetings at his restaurant, Aunt Chilada’s. Charlie does double
duty at these meetings – both as a member of the Executive Board and running the
restaurant, including providing food and soft drinks for our members at these meetings. Thanks, Charlie, for your continuing generosity. Let’s all repay Charlie by
frequenting his outstanding restaurant known for excellent Tex-Mex cuisine and a
beautiful vista overlooking Sleeping Giant Mountain.
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Banquet Memories -- Fun, Festivities, Food and a Fine Time For All
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Post-Season Conference Championships

For the second consecutive year, there was no CIAC State Basketball Tournament. However, the
leagues and conferences whose games we cover staged their own post-season tournaments with divisional play and many, if not all, member teams were given the opportunity to play in those tournaments. That was great for the players, coaches and fans. It also gave many more of our officials the
opportunity who otherwise would not have it to officiate one or more post-season games. Nothing
like getting tested under fire. It would take too much space to list all the games, results and crews, so
we’ll stick to listing the finals’ crews below.

SCC Division 1 Boys Final 	

	

Steve Wodarski, Jonathan Taft, 	

 	

Mike Gambardella	

	

	


SCC Division 2 Boys Final
Steve Kick, Andrew Magazine,
Ryan Wodarski

SCC Division 1 Girls Final	

Al Carfora, Judy Ruthko, 	

Ric Raffone	

	

	


SCC Division 2 Girls Final
Steve Wodarski, Ryan Wodarski,
Tom Wodatch

	

	

	


NVL Boys Final	

 	

	

	

Brad Chernovetz, Dave Scasino, 	

Mark Berretta	

	

	

	

	

	


!

	

	


NVL Girls Final
Jose Dos Santos, Kayla Dos Santos,
Ray Vanacore

	

Shoreline Girls Final
Dan Davis, Ed Daniells, Don Ardito
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NFHS BASKETBALL RULE CHANGES 2021-22

(continued on p. 15
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NFHS Basketball Rule Changes 2021-22 (cont. from p. 14)

EDITOR’S NOTE: Board 10 Interpreter Steve Wodarski discusses the more significant rule changes in
his regular column “Ask the Interpreter” on page 39 of this newsletter.

Board 10 District Representatives for 2021-22
The following individuals were voted in as District Representatives at our annual meeting.
District 1 Kevin Wiggins: Ansonia, Beacon Falls, Derby, Middlebury, Milford, Oxford,
Prospect, Seymour, Shelton, Southbury, Woodbury
District 2 Charlie Hague: Bethany, Cheshire, Hamden, New Haven, Orange, West haven,
Woodbridge
District 3 Ric Raffone: Branford. East Haven, Guilford, Madison, North Branford,
Northford, Clinton
District 4 Frank Savakis: Meriden, North haven, Wallingford
District 5 Kerry Ervin: Naugatuck, Waterbury, Wolcott
EDITOR’s NOTE: New Board 10 President Lou Matteo has comments on the importance of our District
Representatives in his President’s Message on page 21 of this newsletter.
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This Year Marks IAABO’s 100th Anniversary
IAABO was born in 1921 – as were many notable athletes, actors and
other celebrities. Coincidentally, 1921 was the same year that Wheaties
was invented, though it didn’t become The Breakfast of Champions until 1934. Who knows, maybe someday General Mills will put a picture
of a basketball official on its cereal boxes. Unlikely but hey, ya never
know. For you aficionados of sliders (those small, often square, hamburgers and cheeseburgers), the birthplace of that delicacy, White Castle, opened its first restaurant in 1921 and is considered the country’s
first fast food restaurant. Now, none of the above has anything to do with basketball or officiating other
than this: As much as the people, inventions and businesses noted above and seen below are icons in this
country, IAABO is an icon of professionalism and quality in basketball officiating. IAABO set the bar
high for training and upholds the highest standards of our chosen avocation. So happy 100th birthday,
IAABO! We should all live to 100 and be as robust as the IAABO organization is. Although, to paraphrase the late Andy Rooney, “100 is a good run – unless you’re 100.”

IAABO was born 100 years ago -- in 1921. So were the notable people pictured below.
Can you name them? (Answers on page 36)
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SUMMER BASKETBALL CAMP
SLAMMA-JAMMA FUN!
For Kids Grades K-3 and 4-9
Sessions include:
9am-noon or 9am–3pm
Check the website for the
latest updates on locations

For camp locations, dates and registration forms
go to www.slamma-jamma.com

Free Shirt and Free Ball for Every Camper.
For 36 years Slamma-Jamma Basketball Camp has inspired young
athletes throughout the state of CT by teaching the fundamentals of the game,
with personalized instruction, teamwork, sportsmanship and FUN!

Art Leary
203-676-1314
CoachLeary@Slamma-Jamma.com

Al Carfora
203-627-8399
CoachCarfora@Slamma-Jamma.com

Dave Sell - Realtor
(203) 589-5554
david.sell@cbmoves.com
Contact me for all your Real Estate needs

Coldwell Banker Realty
236 Boston Post Rd-Orange, CT 06477
Licensed in CT
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Outgoing President’s Message
“Thank You for Your Support”
Dr. Dan Davis

First I want to thank all of you for bestowing on me the honor of being your
President for the last two years. It’s been a privilege. To say a lot has happened since I took office is a
vast understatement. As a Board we were extremely active and productive. Here are some of the highlights as I see them. Think back to when the CIAC abruptly cancelled all winter high school sports state
tournaments because of COVID-19. At first they caught a lot of heat for it, but almost immediately state
associations across the country followed suit as did many college conferences. The CIAC was out in
front of this crisis and I was impressed with their foresight and courage. Now, think back to when we
faced the prospect for the second year in a row of not having a full season – or perhaps any season – and
again no state tournament. But our Board joined the other IAABO Boards in Connecticut and worked
hard and closely with all powers that be to establish guidelines by which we could have a season, officiate games and protect our officials as well as all the other participants. That was quite an accomplishment. Also consider how Buddy had to go well above and beyond to assign all games with a limited roster of officials and took steps to protect you by assigning you the same partners for most of the season
and limiting your travel to reduce your exposure to COVID-19. (continued on p. 21)

	

	

Incoming President’s Message
“Building on a Solid Foundation” -- Lou Matteo
For the last two years, particularly this past year, Board 10 has changed dramatically. One example is that, under Ray Vanacore’s leadership as Secretary/
Treasurer, we are well on our way to establishing Board 10 as a 501 (c) (3) organization – i.e., a non-profit recognized as such by the IRS. Ray has spent an
enormous amount of time and effort to get this done. Thanks, Ray. We have also
implemented software to manage the finances of Board 10 and over the next 2
years we will be utilizing its tools to manage the accounting side of the business
(filing taxes, estimating costs, budgeting, etc.). We are also implementing the
technical resources by which you can pay your dues and get paid your game fees
electronically, which should make both processes more efficient and accurate. In addition, I want to expand and strengthen our efforts to attract new officials. As Buddy mentions in his Commissioner’s
Commentary, our Board is getting considerably older. We need new blood – young, athletic individuals
with a strong desire to become basketball officials. That’s one of the best ways to make our organization
more sustainable and continue as the best board in the State. (continued on p. 21)
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Outgoing President’s Message (cont. from p. 20)
It wasn’t easy but he got it done, and you did your part by covering all the games you were assigned.
These precautions worked. Not one basketball official in Connecticut came down with COVID during
the season. Amazing! From a business and operational perspective we took some major steps over the
last two years to shore up our organization and build a solid foundation for the future. One such step was
doing succession planning for the first time in our history. We appointed Ray Vanacore to be Hank’s
understudy and take over as Secretary/Treasurer if necessary. Sadly, it became necessary after we lost
Hank. With him went decades of information and knowledge for which there was no documentation. If
ever a case needed to be made for succession planning, that was it. I personally want to thank and commend Ray for stepping in and taking on this enormous task. As noted, Ray did not have a lot of hard
data, records or documentation to work with. He also took on the huge responsibility of converting
Board 10 to a non-profit 501(c)(3) entity. Dealing with the IRS on this is no easy task, but he’s getting it
done and it’s definitely the right thing to do for our future. Ray has also taken on the responsibility of
getting notices out to all of you when anything of substance needs to be communicated to the entire
membership. He did all this without missing a beat. Equally commendable was Buddy who had the foresight to realize he needed someone in training as well to possibly succeed him as Commissioner. As a
result, we named Steve Wodarski to that position. There could not have been a better choice. The other
accomplishment that I’m proud of and for which I am appreciative of your cooperation is the effort to
shore up our finances and put Board 10 in a position to better sustain our operations. It used to be that if
we were able to report at the end of the year that we were in the black, that was sufficient to declare ourselves in good fiscal shape. The reality, though, is something else entirely. (continued on p. 22)
Incoming President’s Message (cont. from p. 20)
Something I am eager to accomplish is to encourage our District Representatives to be more active in
communication with the members in their districts and make sure that the voice of our members is heard
by our leadership and that their concerns are addressed. If you don’t know who your District Rep is, see
the list posted elsewhere in this newsletter. Something else to consider: We know that every aspect of
our lives has changed over the last 18 months due to COVID-19. Accordingly, we’re not really sure how
these changes will affect what we do – namely, officiate basketball – when the time for the new season
comes around. All I can do is promise you that the leadership of your Board will do everything possible
and use all the tools and resources available to provide the direction we need to transition to a “new
normal.” As President, I will do everything I can to help make that happen. Finally, I want to thank Dr.
Dan for his superb leadership as our President over the last two years. He had the foresight to work with
our Executive Board to implement succession planning – something any smart business entity should
do. Hank passed away shortly after we put the plan in place, which demonstrated, sadly, the necessity of
that plan. He’s also done a great job guiding us in how to put our finances in a more stable and sustainable position. And of course as our resident medical expert, Dr. Dan has kept us thoroughly informed
about the COVID virus – what to expect and what to do about it -- as you’ve all read in his column that
appears regularly in this newsletter. That’s the kind of expertise that we are very lucky to have in house.
As President, Dr. Dan set the bar very high. I will do my best to follow the example he has set.
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Outgoing President’s Message (cont. from p. 21)
Over the years, in talking with respected financial advisors and drawing on my own experience with
numerous organizations, I learned that especially for a small business non-profit entity such as ourselves,
we need to have one and a half times our annual budget in the bank to protect us against any disaster that
might occur. This is what solid businesses and non-profits do. When I was President of the third largest
medical association in the country, I urged my colleagues to adopt this very approach. This happened
while we were enduring one of the worst recessions in our history. I did the math and determined that
our association needed to have $20 million in the bank. It wasn’t easy, but we did it, and now that association is on solid ground. We at Board 10 need to be equally vigilant and responsible.
I wish I had the time and space here to thank everyone who has helped me throughout my entire officiating career, not just my time as President. I can’t get everyone in here. But one person I want to thank
personally is Ken Devoe, who created and publishes this newsletter, which has been acclaimed nationally. Behind the scenes, he does many other things for our Board, such as taking detailed notes and minutes at our Executive Board meetings and our annual meeting to make sure we have the information we
need to make critical decisions and move forward. Many thanks, Ken.
Finally, I wish our new President Lou Matteo all the luck in the world. Lou brings a great deal to the
table, not the least of which is his knowledge and experience with IT which will help us get our processes and operations thoroughly into this era of high tech.
Again, thanks to everyone for helping and supporting me these last two years. It’s been a blast.

Board 10 needs an immediate influx of young, new officials
If you know anyone who may be interested in becoming a basketball
official, please have that person email Ray Vanacore
at rvanacore162@gmail.com. Ray will reply to those emails and ask
each person to email him the information he needs to get them
registered for the Board 10 New Candidates Clinic which begins on
Tuesday, September 14th. Let’s all pitch in and help recruit as many
new officials as we can.
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Commissioner’s Commentary
“2020-21: Highlights Many, Lowlights Few If Any”
-- John “Bud” Chernovetz

Highlights
Given all the obstacles we faced this past season – and there were many – I believe we had a great year.
And I don’t throw around the word “great” lightly. Let’s review what we were up against. The COVID19 pandemic influenced everything we had to do and was responsible for all the obstacles to which I just
referred. Beyond health issues, the pandemic caused our IAABO boards and our State association to
jump through hoops (pun not intended) to put together a basketball season – with fewer games overall
and no state tournament, but with enhanced conference tournaments. We were extremely short-handed
because a significant number of our officials opted out of the season – understandably – due to high
COVID risk factors. What’s more, think back to January when our slightly abbreviated season began.
There was no proven vaccine readily available. When vaccines finally became available, there were
many limitations on who could get them and when. As a result, you had to go out on the court medically
unprotected for most if not all of the season. You had to take all the recommended precautions and follow all the COVIC protocols that were put in place for winter sports in general, and basketball in particular. Many of you helped me out tremendously by your willingness to work JV-Varsity double headers
and work earlier in the day than usual. The bottom line is, you did everything I asked of you and all our
games were covered. I tried to limit your exposure by assigning you to work with the same partner or
partners throughout the season and keeping you for the most part in your home territory. The coaches
and A.D.’s were fine with these arrangements and I didn’t get any complaints about seeing the same officials multiple times during the season. One true highlight which others have cited elsewhere in this
newsletter: Not one single Connecticut high school basketball official contracted the COVID virus.
That’s in part because we collectively did what had to be done to protect ourselves and game participants and, yes, we were probably a little lucky, too. Let me also say that because we were so shorthanded, I put a lot of newer officials on varsity games who might not otherwise have had the opportunity, and they did a great job. I hope to do that again this season and build our depth and breadth of
competence and quality so as to promote a good number of you up-and-comers.
Lowlights
I hesitate to even use the word “Lowlights” because there were hardly any worth mentioning. The one
comment I would make is that as a group, we have to work on our mechanics and get better. There was
in my view a slippage in mechanics – not by all officials certainly but enough for me and others to notice. I don’t know the reason. Perhaps it had something to do with a lack of formality because of the protocols of arriving no more than 15 minutes before a game, having to put your things in a corner of the
gym and prepare out in the open. Whatever the reason, we need to concentrate on our overall “presentation” this upcoming season. I have talked about this repeatedly over the years. When you walk into your
game site, coaches and others take a look at how you are dressed, how you comport yourself and immediately form an opinion of you. Assuming we get to have locker rooms and (continued on p. 24)
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Commissioner’s Commentary (cont. from p. 23)
changing areas again, you need to be dressed professionally. You need to conduct yourself with that
same professionalism. Be courteous, but not chatty. Command respect, but don’t demand it. Be in control but still approachable. Hustle, hustle, hustle. Your signals must be the approved signals and they
must be precise, clear and consistent. We have always set a high standard for ourselves. Now, we need to
live up to that standard from arrival at the site, throughout the game, and when leaving the site.
What’s Next?
While no one knows for sure this far in advance of the new basketball season, I feel we can and will get
back to normal, or at least something approaching normal. At the same time, the new COVID variants
that are spiking across the country should have us all concerned. Nevertheless, we need to prepare now
as we normally would to get ready for another season. That means physical conditioning, boning up on
the rules, etc. Especially if you did not work last season. Speaking of which, we lost about 50 members
this past year who are not returning. In particular we lost a lot of younger officials. That’s a problem.
Our Board is getting older. The same thing is happening in other sports. We have got to put a major emphasis on recruiting new officials. You can help. If you know someone you think might be interested in
becoming a basketball official, by all means encourage that person to apply for membership, go to the
clinic and get started on his or her career.
I want to thank all of you for your hard work this past season and for following all the COVID protocols, thereby helping to keep everyone safe. And I want to thank those of you who worked for accepting
all the extra assignments and game times to make sure that no game went uncovered.

Member-to-Member Mart
Good ideas don’t grow on trees
Unless they’re from Ken Devoe at The Media Tree.

These are ideas that become results-producing, award-winning copy that
sells, motivates, entertains and, above all, communicates your message
with words that work in the media that work best for you -- print,
broadcast, and on the web.
Ken's ideas just plain work -- for clients such as GE, IBM, Johnson &
Johnson, Johnson Controls, Knights of Columbus, People's Bank, Pratt
& Whitney, Sikorsky Aircraft, United Technologies, and Yale University.
They can work for you, too.
Maybe good ideas do grow on trees after all. May we plant one for you?
THE MEDIA TREE
26 West Helen Street
Hamden, CT 06514
(203) 314-9732
kendevoe@comcast.net
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Member-to-Member Mart
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NEWS & NOTES
Chern Golf Tournament Scores Big

In golf, the best score is a low score, but when it comes to fund-raising, the best score is a high score.
And that’s what the 10th Annual Chern Memorial Golf Outing & Tournament delivered. The tourney
took place on June 19th at the Tunxis Country Club in Farmington, the site of this event for the last three
years. Over 100 golfers played, including many from Board 10. The tournament is held each year in
memory of the late Doug Chernovetz – Brad’s brother and Buddy’s son. In its 10-year history, this
event has raised over $75,000 for scholarships in Doug’s name at Wilmington High School and at Hamden Hall, the latter just having been established earlier this year. Part of the proceeds also go to the fundraising efforts of New Haven Football Officials Charities. The Chernovetz family wishes to thank everyone who played or sent in a contribution. Look for information later on about the upcoming 11th Annual Chern tournament and mark your calendar accordingly. Also, if you haven’t played this tournament
before, consider doing so in 2022. It’s a lot of fun for a very worthwhile cause.

Another golfing event for a good cause
Don’t put your clubs away just yet. There’s another golf tournament you may want to play in to help out a worthy organization.
It’s the EMSPRO Golf Tournament, which will be held on Friday,
August 20th at the Lyman Hall Orchards Robert Trent Golf Course,
located at 70 Lyman Road, Middlefield CT. EMSPRO is a nonprofit organization that runs a national program for EMS, Fire and Police every year at Foxwoods. The
entry fee is $160 and includes green fees, a cart, goodie bag, lunch and a buffet dinner reception. Board
10’s Lou Brockett, who runs A Second Chance, providing emergency medical classes for first responders and others, is a member of EMSPRO and he wants you to know that you can find out more about the
EMSPRO Golf Tournament and register on line at https://emspro.org/golf/.
!
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Elsewhere in the
Wide Wide World of Sports
Our friend and long time Board 10 colleague Jeffrey Smith had a very active college and pro basketball postseason. Jeffrey worked the first round
of the ACC tournament, the Big East first round,
quarter-final and semi-final, the Atlantic 10
quarter-final and championship, the America East
1st round, and the American Athletic Conference
2nd round, quarter-final and was an alternate for
the championship game. In addition, Jeffrey
worked the first and second rounds of the NCAA
Tournament in San Antonio. To top things off, Jeffrey was part of the crew for the WNBA All Star
Game on July 14th which was televised nationally on ESPN. Congrats, Jeffrey.

Meanwhile, on the diamond, Board 10’s Jay Pompano had a robust postseason in high school baseball. Jay was the first base umpire for the SCC
tournament quarter final between West Haven and Xavier. He was the
home plate umpire for the 2nd round CIAC State Tournament game between Hand and Bristol, as well as the third base umpire for the CIAC
tournament quarter final game between Northwestern and Rockville. Jay
was elected Secretary for the Greater New Haven Baseball Umpires Association. Off the field of play, Jay has a new job as Director of Global HR
Process for Teleperformance, a business processing outsourcing company.

Another very busy guy this past year was Ed Bruce. Among his activities, he is a clock operator at numerous college sports events. In that
regard, in one week alone in early March, Ed ran the game clock for a
Fairfield men’s soccer game, a Quinnipiac U. men’s basketball game,
as well as a Sacred Heart University football contest and an SHU
men’s lacrosse game. Clock operator is a very challenging job and not
only was Ed up to it, but he had to master the rules for four different
college sports.
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All in the Family
Some terrific news from our colleague Bob Else, who is the poster child for “proud grandfather.” Bob
shares this news about the accomplishments of his granddaughter Natalie. To begin with, Natalie was an
excellent softball player starting very early in life. She started playing rec softball at 6 years of age and
subsequently was named to multiple town all star teams. In high school,
she was a 4-year varsity starting catcher and 2-year captain for Rutherford
High School in Rutherford New Jersey. As a senior she received 1st team
All Bergen County honors. Natalie excelled playing for multiple club
softball teams throughout high school including NJ Pride Softball, East
Coast Tsunami, California Waves and NJ Inferno. She graduated high
school with high honors and was recruited to play softball at Clarion University and became a 4-year starter
at catcher and Captain for three
years. As a college senior year, Natalie was recognized as a Scholar
Athlete by the Pennsylvania State
Athletic Conference (PSAC) – the highest and most prestigious
award bestowed on a softball athlete from all colleges within the
PSAC. While a sophomore at Clarion, Natalie played exhibition
softball on team USA in Australia. She also excelled in the classroom, receiving Clarion University’s Academic Achievement
Award every semester and graduating Summa Cum Laude with a
Bachelor of Science degree in criminal justice – a field in which
she is forging her career path. Natalie served in the Emlenton Juvenile Facility until she entered the Academy in 2021. More than five thousand people took the written
exam and entered the application process for the 161st cadet class. Natalie (pictured here on the far
right) was invited to enter the 6 month residential intensive training program as a cadet at the PA State
Police Academy in Hershey. 92 cadets are expected to graduate on August 6 with just 9 women in the
class assigned to Pittsburgh State Police Troop. Natalie will be one of them…
… In other happy grandparenting news, we were delighted to hear
from Cheryl Chiari that her first grandson, Anthony R. Chiari the
Third was born on April 16, 2021. Congrats to the happy parents,
Anthony and Katie Chiari, and to Cheryl who now joins the ranks
of “grandma.” As she is finding out, nothing beats having grandkids.

Rich Dow reports that his nephew, Mackie Samoskevich, may be on the
verge of an NHL career. 18 year old Mackie is from Newtown and played
prep school hockey at the well known Shattuck-St. Mary’s program in
Minnesota. He recently helped the Chicago Steel win a minor league
championship and now eagerly awaits the NHL draft
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Wedding Bells
Al Carfora and the
lovely Carolyn
Rossi got married on
May 7th. Clearly, Al
“married up” The
happy couple are
pictured here along
with the family pups
Rhea and Chance.
Al is not only a
happy new groom,

Pomp & Circumstance

he’s an equally happy
grandfather. Al is pictured here with his
grandson Carta who
celebrated his first
birthday on July 3rd
and his 7-month old
granddaughter Hadley. Looks like Hadley enjoyed the photo
shoot more than her
brother.
From Rich
Shultz comes
news that his
niece, Georgia
Rayne Shultz,
will be marring
the very lucky
Rowdy Steven
Hansen on July
31st. Rayne is
the daughter of
Rich’s brother
Bruce and his
wife Wendy. The ceremony will take place at the
picturesque Arrow Peak Lodge, located at the
base of the Highwood Mountains in central Montana.

!

Good news for the Gambardella family as Mike
Gambardella’s daughter Lauren graduated from
the prestigious Georgetown Law School. She is
in very elite company. Every year, Georgetown
welcomes graduate students from more than 70
countries, representing approximately 300 law
schools worldwide. 100% of the cases that were
heard by the Supreme Court in 2019-20 were
mooted at Georgetown. These moot court sessions enable attorneys to prepare for oral arguments before the Court. Congrats to Lauren on
the beginning of an outstanding legal career…
… in other happy higher
education news, our Board
10 colleague Alexandra Petenbrink finished her studies
at the Graduate School at
Quinnipiac University and
graduated with a Doctorate
of Physical Therapy degree…
…And here’s
another graduation story. Greg
Cousins tells us that, in May, his
son Ben graduated from the Darlra
Moore School of Business at the
University of South Carolina. Ben
is hitting the career path running as
he will be working immediately
for Oracle from out of their Boston
office as a business development
representative. Not bad!
PAGE 29

IAABO BOARD 10 NEW HAVEN

SUMMER 2021

Killer Bees
No, not the classic Saturday Night Live bit, but the New Britain Bees of the
Futures Collegiate Baseball League (FCBL). If you haven’t gotten to one of
their games yet, there’s still about a third of their season left to play, with the
final regular season game scheduled for Friday, August 13th. Steve Kirck II tells us that
if you do get to one of the Bees’ games,
you’ll see two sons of Board 10 members.
Colin Blake (pictured at left) is Mike
Blake’s son and Buddy’s grandson, and
Brendan (“BK”) Kirck (pictured at right)
is Steve’s son. Both are pitchers for the
Bees. As of July 15th, Colin was 1-1 in four
starts, striking out 24 while walking only 5, and compiling a 3.38
ERA. Colin pitched for the University of Hartford this past spring and
was one of four Bees selected for the league’s All Star Game. BK
pitched for Springfield College. With the Bees, he’s made 10 appearances out of the bullpen and struck out 15 hitters in 15 innings. You
can see the Bees play at New Britain Stadium. Tickets are just $8.00
and parking is free. Tickets are available on line at https://nbbees.com/tickets/ or by calling (860) 9262337. Email Mike Blake or Steve Kirck II to find out when their sons are scheduled to be in the lineup.

If you have a personal, professional, or family accomplishment
you would like to share, click on: News & Notes

Sad news from Don Tinker: “At 7:42AM on October 27, 2020, I got one of the worst calls of my life:
My best friend for over 35 years passed away suddenly. He had undiagnosed high cholesterol that resulted in an aortic blockage causing his heart to stop. I received many calls, texts and emails from my
officiating brothers and sisters. Please know that they comforted me as I grieved. I appreciate all of you.
Dan Spinelli was a man of strong moral character, a man devoted to his family, a UConn graduate, and
an avid golfer. I brought him with me to play in the Chernovetz Golf Tourney with the Wodarski men in
2019, and on a year when I couldn’t play, I sent him with some friends to play in my absence. The best
way to honor “Spinner” was to create a scholarship in his name, the Dan Spinelli Memorial Scholarship.
Along with his family and some friends, we organized a golf tournament to raise money in his memory.
June 4th we held the tournament at Wintonbury Hills Golf Course in Bloomfield, raising over $20,000
that was then distributed to seven (7!!) different students attending colleges in Connecticut this fall.
While I miss my friend every day, I find comfort in the help we’ve provided several kids in finding their
own futures.”
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In Memoriam: Joe Kepics
On March 31st of this year, Board 10, as well as the entire basketball and baseball communities lost an
icon, when Joe Kepics passed away. Many of you who are relatively new to Board 10 only knew Joe as
one of our outstanding observers and evaluators and a mentor to countless
members of Board 10. Joe served in that capacity until he took ill last year.
But of course, Joe was much more than that. He was an outstanding basketball
official at the high school and college levels and worked the Big East conference among others. After retiring from on-court duties he served as a college
basketball evaluator. But Joe had another sports life – baseball. After graduating as a student-athlete at Power Memorial High
School, Joe earned a full baseball scholarship to St.
John’s University where he was a star player. Joe
was a good enough player to be selected to enter
the Boston Red Sox organization after his college
graduation in 1962. While that was where his baseball career ended, Joe moved on to his memorable career in basketball as
noted earlier. Any of us who worked a basketball game and saw Joe in the
stands may have been a little anxious at first, knowing that no mistake or
less than perfect call or positioning would escape his notice. But after the
game, we were all grateful for his detailed observations designed for one
purpose – to make us better officials. If you heeded his advice and paid attention to his commentary, you got better. If you didn't, then you wasted a
huge opportunity to evolve as an official. Simple as that. Our condolences go out to Joe’s wife Beth, his
sons Michael and Andrew, his daughter Tracy and the rest of the Kepics family. We will miss you, Joe.

In Memoriam – Lee Franzman
The high school basketball world lost another icon with the passing of Lee
Franzman. Lee wasn't an official but a great many Board 10 officials knew
Lee during his long and highly successful career as a coach at the former
Milford High, as well as Law, Foran and Amity High School. He was an
advocate for high school girls and collegiate women’s sports and firmly believed – rightly so – that girls and women deserved as much opportunity
and credit as boys and men. One of Lee’s significant contributions to the
sport of high school basketball was his tireless work on behalf of the New
Haven Tap-Off Club which recognizes our area’s outstanding high school
scholar-athletes. Lee’s passing leaves a void that will be hard to fill.
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THE DOCTOR IS IN
Board 10’s Dr. Dan Davis discusses injury
prevention and treatment, as well as general health
and fitness, to help keep you on the court.

“Take Your Best Shot”
The Time to Get Vaccinated Against COVID-19 is Now
If you think that we are out of the woods as far as
the COVID-19 virus is concerned, you are sadly
mistaken. Forty two states
experienced a sharp increase in COVID cases this
past week (July 14-21). In
that period of time there
were 19,455 new COVID
cases – an increase of 47%
over the previous week.
(Source: CNN). Also in
that same period of time,
AP reports that, across the
U.S., the seven-day rolling
average for daily new cases
rose to more than 37,000,
up from less than 13,700
on July 6, according to data
from Johns Hopkins University. Health officials
blame the delta variant and
slowing vaccination rates.
Just 56.2% of Americans
have gotten at least one
dose of the vaccine, according to the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention. Over 99 percent of
the people who have died from COVID-19 over
the past several months were NOT
vaccinated. So, if you think that you don’t need
to get vaccinated, you are gravely mistaken. I use
the word “gravely” deliberately. I’m speaking as
a physician who’s been on the front lines and
seen the tragedies of people losing their lives or
!

maybe survived but in a debilitated state because
of COVID-19. I’ve seen the heartbreak of people
who have lost loved ones, and
I’ve experienced the heartbreak
of losing some of my patients to
this insidious virus. New strains
of COVID pose even more hazards. Beyond respiratory issues,
the UK strain has caused the
stoppage of circulation in people’s bodies – in their toes, feet,
legs, and in some cases, unfortunately, the heart. Once-healthy
people have suddenly developed
gangrene on their lower limbs.
Incredible, but true. The latest
new strains of the virus – Delta
and UK -- are highly contagious
and extremely dangerous, but
current vaccines protect well
against them. I’ll get more into
that shortly.
Given where we are with regard
to the spread of new COVID-19
strains and the proveneffectiveness of vaccines against
them, the debate on whether to
get vaccinated is over.
The most effective weapon against the virus -even the new strains -- is the vaccine. Put simply,
there is no medical, scientific, or valid personal
reason for not getting vaccinated. None! This is
not a political statement. This is not a question of
ideology. This is not a suspension of your civil
rights. This is fact, not opinion (cont. on p. 33)
PAGE 32

IAABO BOARD 10 NEW HAVEN
Doctor Is In (cont. from p. 32)
It’s based on the data, the science, medical studies and the medical literature. Those who refuse
the vaccine because of worries about side effects
are ignoring the fact that incidences of side effects are extremely rare. Such side effects, if and
when they occur, are minuscule and often dissipate in a matter of days. That’s true even for the
rare incidents of heart inflammation in younger
people. Now it’s true that some people who have
been vaccinated still contracted the virus. And
some people who got the virus once got it again
later. Even the most reliable vaccines are not
100% effective. No vaccine is. But when the
Pfizer and Moderna vaccines were approved,
they had demonstrated general effectiveness of
over 90%. Admittedly, the J&J vaccine was just
65% effective and that worries me, but it’s still
better than having no vaccine. As for the new UK
and Delta strains, Pfizer’s vaccine has been
proven to deliver 88% protection against them.
Moderna’s numbers were also very good.
If you’re still on the fence and taking a “wait and
see” approach as to how well the vaccines do or
do not work, how much longer do you need to
wait? What we know is that millions (159 million) of people across the U.S. and millions more
around the world have gotten vaccinated with
minimal, if any, significant complications. Currently available vaccines have held up very well
against the more transmissible strains that are
also out there, as I noted earlier. Consider the alternative. If you shun the vaccine out of concern
for possible side effects, I promise you that if you
remain unvaccinated and contract the virus, the
ill effects from the virus will be significantly
more debilitating, severe, and life-threatening
than any side effect from a vaccine. Granted, you
could have the virus and not know it. You might
be totally asymptomatic. But as long as you carry
the virus, you are a threat to spread it to the people around you – your spouse, kids and grandkids, and young people in general, not to mention
co-workers, the general public and, yes, your fellow officials. Are you comfortable putting your
partners at risk? I would hope not. Also, recent
!
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medical literature shows that the virus harbors
itself in the victim and re-infects the patient –
similar to a shingles virus, but in a much more
severe fashion.
Keep in mind that, as I pointed out at the outset,
we are not out of the woods with regard to
COVID-19. It’s entirely possible we will go into
the new basketball season still required to wear
masks and follow all the protocols we had to follow this past season. It will be uncomfortable and
unnatural, but absolutely necessary if we don’t do
a better job of protecting ourselves and the people around us. All it takes for you to do so is to
get the vaccine if you haven’t already. That’s it,
pure and simple. 90% or more of new COVID
cases are people who are not vaccinated. 90%!!!
Cities, counties and states around the country
where vaccination rates are low —in some places
30% or less — account for the vast majority of
new cases. Bottom line, vaccines work. Refusing
vaccines does not. I can’t make it any plainer
than that.
The offseason is the time to get back into shape
and recondition your body
Every year, I have urged you to use the offseason
as an opportunity to stay in shape or get in shape
if you have fallen out of shape. Many of you
opted out of the 2020-21 season due to COVID19 risk factors. That means you haven’t been on a
court in quite some and you haven’t been running
and getting the physical workout that officiating
provides, also for quite some time. So, if you decide to come back and work this upcoming season, you really need to embark on a physical fitness and conditioning regimen right now. You
need to build up your endurance and especially
your lungs. Remember, COVID-19 loves to attack the lungs and you don’t want to go into a
new season with a compromised respiratory system. So start exercising. Start with walking, then
work your way up to a WOG (walk and jog) and
then finally to full jogging. If you have access to
a pool, do some swimming or at least some
aquatic exercise. Make this kind of conditioning
part of your daily routine. Plus, summer leagues
are in full force and there (continued on p. 34)
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are many opportunities to get back on the court
and build your endurance as well as shore up
your officiating skills. Whatever you choose to
do, it’s far better for you than sitting around
watching TV all summer. I hope to see you on the
court this coming season. In the meantime, have
a safe and productive offseason. And please, GET
VACCINATED!

From the Mailbag
A question sent in by Jay Pompano
Last season was a challenging, yet rewarding
one. Many, including me, stepped up to cover the
scheduling needs which oftentimes meant running a double JV/Varsity multiple times a week.
It was honestly a great time rising up to this challenge. Naturally though I felt more leg soreness
and weakness and had to manage through these
conditions. Aside from the typical NSAID/ice/
rest remedies, are there any other practices/diets/
supplements that can help? I've heard that Chelated Magnesium supplements have been known
to reduce muscle pain. Is this true? What other
recommendations do you have?
Dr. Dan: Great question, Jay! Sore legs are typically caused by a buildup of lactic acid in the
muscles from constant use and not enough "warm
down" time to get rid of this chemical waste
product the body produces from exercising activities. Chelated magnesium is a compound to
help prevent the cramping of muscles, which can
be somewhat helpful while running up and down
the court, but proves to be more advantageous
hours later when you are sleeping and wake up
with the charley horse in your calf or thigh -- a
"gentle reminder" that the lactic acid is still in
your system. By the way, a glass of tonic water
before you go to bed is extremely helpful in pre-
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venting those same cramps. Proper hydration is
critical before, during, and after the games we
do. Massaging the muscles between games is
quite helpful in moving lactic acid out of sore
muscles. Biofreeze or Ben Gay is beneficial as a
topical emollient. While most officials cannot
afford the luxury of having a masseuse or masseur to massage out the lactic acid, or often don't
have the time between games to massage the
legs, a superb alternative is athletic compression
socks. You put them on the morning of your
game and the compression socks apply a gentle
compression/massage each time you exercise
your muscles up and down the court. They prevent swelling and keep the buildup of lactic acid
to a minimum. Groupon often advertises satisfactory low compression socks at $4.00 a pair,
which is tough to beat. The other cause of sore/
weak muscles is the fatigue of exercise of the
muscles from overuse or not being in shape.
Many officials this past season were unable to go
to a gym to begin getting in shape due to COVID. Plus there was uncertainty of whether there
was in fact going to be a season. Besides getting
in shape for the season, to prevent the achy/sore
feeling from just plain sore muscles, a good
preparation is to take 2 Advil (if your stomach
permits), or two Tylenol about 15 minutes before
the first game starts. This will provide four hours
of preventive relief, which should be enough to
keep most officials comfortable for their games.
Biofreeze can function as an alternative to Advil
or Tylenol. Getting in shape is also helpful -which I addressed earlier -- as well as many back
issues. I hope this addresses your concern.
Got a health and fitness question for Dr. Dan?
Email it by clicking here: Ask Doctor Dan
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From the Lighter Side

Here are the notable people born in 1921 shown in the photos on page 16
Top row, left to right: Hugh Downes, Donna Reed, Monty Hall, John Glenn
Middle row, left to right: Steve Allen, Deborah Kerr, AlanHale, Nancy Reagan
Bottom row, left to right: Charles Bronson, Betty Friedan, Gene Roddenberry, Otto Graham
How many did you get right?
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Board 10 Knowledge Bank
Board 10 officials share their knowledge and experience with tips to clip and news you can use

“Prepare for the EXPECTED
Right Down to the Last Fraction of a Second”
By Steve Wodarski
In previous issues of our newsletter (March 2017 and January 2018) I wrote a couple of Knowledge
Bank articles around the theme of “Prepare for the UNEXPECTED.” The idea was that over the course
of your career you will be confronted with odd, quirky plays -- perhaps some you’ve never seen before
– but you can’t let that get in the way of making a correct ruling. You must have deep rules knowledge
and draw on your experience to properly adjudicate the play, no matter how unusual or unexpected it is.
Well, this time, I offer a twist on that theme. “Prepare for the EXPECTED” – especially in end-game
situations.
When a very close game is coming down to the final seconds or fractions of a second, your experience
as an official and maybe even as a former player or coach, should tell you that there are any number of
specific actions and strategies that each team is likely to implement to either tie the game or get the lead
back if they’re behind, or preserve their lead if they’re ahead and win the game. You should call upon
your knowledge and experience to EXPECT that one of those plays or situations is likely to occur and
get ready for it so that you make the correct ruling at the most crucial moment in the game. You know
the old saying: An official is expected to be perfect at the start of the game and get better as the game
goes on. Here’s a variation on that idea: You could do everything perfectly throughout the game, but if
you blow it on the final play, no one will remember how perfect you were leading up to that play.
That said, let’s address the elephant in the room. By now you’ve probably read or heard about the unfortunate ending of the West Haven-Cross boys SCC semi-final game. I only bring this situation up so that
we can use it as teachable moment for handling end-game situations.
To recap, West Haven trailed Cross by 3 points with three tenths of a second left on the clock. By rule
(5.2.5) the only way West Haven could legally score would be a tap-in. A player cannot gain control of
the ball and then shoot with three tenths of a second or less remaining in the game. Here’s what happened leading up to that moment. West Haven had just missed a 3-point attempt that would have tied the
game. A Cross player got the rebound but stepped out of bounds for a violation, seemingly at the buzzer.
The officials determined that three tenths seconds should be put back on the clock. West Haven had the
ensuing throw-in on the sideline in their front court. The throw-in pass was caught by a teammate who
turned and shot a 3-point attempt at the buzzer and was fouled on that play. The officials awarded the
player three free throws with the lane cleared. The player made all three free throws, sending the game
into overtime, and West Haven eventually won 62-58. The problem here is that, by rule, the shot attempt
was not legal though the foul was correctly called. The result should have been a common (nonshooting) foul and at most, the player should have been awarded a one-and-one or two free throws depending on whether his team was in the bonus or double bonus. Since West Haven was down three
points when time expired, two free throws would not have tied the game or changed the outcome and
therefore the game should have been declared over. Unfortunately, that’s not what happened. What can
we learn from this? First, when you have a tight game and a stoppage in play with very little left on the
clock, get together with your partner(s) and talk about the situation to prepare for any (cont. on p. 38)
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Knowledge Bank (cont. from p. 37)
eventuality. A good conversation to have in this situation might be: “There’s three tenths of a second left.
The only way they can score is a tap-in. Watch for it.”
Here are some other key things you should take into consideration near the end of a tight game:
Regroup
Whatever the situation with the game on the line and perhaps time for one last play at best, if there’s a
time-out or a dead ball due to a foul or violation, use that time to regroup with your partner(s). Don’t be
in a rush to put the ball back in play or administer free throws if that’s what’s coming next. Take whatever time you need to get ready for what could happen. The game waits for you. Better to get the next
play right than to worry about taking too much time to set up.
Clock Awareness
Know how much time is left on the clock before you resume play. Be absolutely sure that the time showing on the clock is correct. If need be, confer with your partner(s) and the clock operator.
Know the Situation before you resume play
How many fouls has each team committed? Is either team in the bonus or double-bonus? If necessary,
check with the official scorer. Similarly, confirm how many timeouts (if any) each team has left and
whether they are :30 or :60 or a mixture of both. Do not take it upon yourself to tell a coach how many
timeouts he or she has left. That’s not your responsibility.
Confirm which team is entitled to the next Alternating Possession and that the arrow is pointed in the
correct direction.
If you have any doubt about any of the above, the “R” should go to the table and confirm with the official scorer.
If you are resuming with a throw-in, make sure the correct team gets the ball at the correct throw-in spot.
If you are resuming with one or more free throws, make sure the correct player is at the free throw line
and that he or she is shooting at the correct basket.
Make sure that you and your partner(s) are positioned properly to resume play. If you are going to administer a throw-in, make sure you are standing where the ball is supposed to be put in play.
Make sure that the correct number of players from each team are on the floor and that all substitutes
have entered the game legally. You don’t want to start play only to realize (or have it pointed out to you)
that one team has 6 players on the floor and that a technical foul must be called which could likely affect
the outcome of the game — a bad situation which is totally preventable.
Review before Resuming
Go through your mental checklist once again of what is likely to transpire after you resume play and
prepare yourself to handle the situation properly. In other words, “Expect the EXPECTED.”
No official is perfect. Mistakes happen. Just don’t let them happen at the end of the game when everything is on the line. Be like a really good waiter or waitress. If you do your job properly, no one will notice you. Finally -- I often stress the importance of diving deeply into the rulebook at the outset of every
season and periodically during the season. That also means diving deeply into the Official’s Manual portion of the book. The Manual is a great source of guidance and information, but it can’t account for officials not knowing what they’re doing. That’s on you. Know the rules. Know the situation. Know what to
do whatever that situation may be, and then do it.
About the author
Steve Wodarski is a 36 year veteran of Board 10, past President, current Interpreter, a member
of the Executive Committee, Chairman of the Better Oﬃciating Committee, and CTC Girls Basketball Chairman.
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ASK THE
INTERPRETER
With
Steve Wodarski,
Board 10
Interpreter
The Rule Changes for 2021-22 have recently
been issued by the NFHS. What should we know
about or focus on among those changes?
Shot Clock Adoption
Perhaps the most significant change isn’t really a
change but rather a new provision that will allow
state associations such as the CIAC to adopt and
authorize the use of a shot clock beginning with
the 2022-23 season. Currently, as you know, our
public schools do not use a shot clock. The prep
schools do but, technically speaking, the preps
aren’t member schools of the CIAC. Keep in
mind that allowing something and mandating it
are two different things, and many different people and committees will have to weigh in on this
provision before any decision is made regarding
use of a shot clock.
Those of you who regularly work prep school
and/or college games are used to the rules and
procedures when a shot clock is in force. For
those who haven’t worked games with a shot
clock, this will require a significant adjustment
on your part, should there be agreement to use
the shot clock. But we’re not there yet.
Shot Clock Pros and Cons
On the plus side, one could argue that the shot
clock makes games more fluid and efficient.
Teams would not be able to sit on a lead and go
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into a stall offense. They would be forced to attempt a shot within a set period of time. Coaches
with teams that can play a faster, more upbeat
style of offense and who have players who shoot
well might favor the shot clock. Conversely,
coaches whose teams don’t have that same kind
of speed might oppose the use of a shot clock as
it would not suit the way play, especially if their
strategy is to slow down the opponent and keep
their games close.
On the down side, schools would incur considerable costs to purchase and install shot clocks.
They would also have to hire and train shot clock
operators – another added cost. Shot clock operators have to gain a lot of new knowledge when it
comes to shot clock rules and must be on top of
the situation on every possession. They have to
know when to reset the shot clock and when not
to do so and when and if to restart it on any
change of possession. Shot clock operators and
officials need to be keenly aware of whether a
shot attempt was made in time and whether the
ball hit or missed the rim. Sometimes it’s hard to
tell, depending on the angle at which you’re
watching the play. If a shot clock error is made, it
can negatively impact the game, especially toward the end of a close contest.
In any event, our boys and girls basketball committees, athletic directors, officials’ board representatives and the CIAC will all have input on
the decision to adopt or not adopt the shot clock
for 2022-23. Stay tuned. (continued on p. 40)
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Ask the Interpreter (cont. from p. 39)
A Change In Our Signals
The other significant rule change will be in effect
for the upcoming 2021-22 season, and that is the
elimination of a separate signal for team control
fouls and player control fouls. The new mechanic
is to use the existing player control signal for
both player and team control fouls – raised arm
to stop the clock, closed fist to indicate a foul,
and then the hand behind the back of the head to
indicate that the foul is on the offense. The idea is
to eliminate a redundant signal and make our oncourt communication simpler, easier to understand, and more consistent. This change will require you to make an adjustment and break an
old habit. This is somewhat similar to what we
had to do when a mechanics change a few years

ago required us, when a held ball occurs, to first
raise one arm to stop the clock and then raise
both arms with thumbs up on each hand, rather
than go immediately to the thumbs up signal.
That took some getting used to but should be instinctive now.
We’ll have a more in-depth discussion of rule
changes, points of emphasis and related matters
at our mandatory Rules Interpretation Meeting
currently scheduled for Sunday, October 17th. I
hope to see you then and there.
If you have a rules question, email it to:
Ask The Interpreter

Member-to-Member Mart

Your Ad Here?
Take the opportunity to advertise to your fellow officials and everyone
who reads this newsletter -- and lot of people within and outside of
Board 10 do. As a fellow official, your ad is free of charge. Just send in
your ad (if you have one) or the information you would like in the ad
and we will create an ad for you. It couldn’t be easier. Plus, you have a
captive audience for your message.
To get going on your next ad, email: kendevoe@comcast.net
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Member-to-Member Mart

Support your fellow officials
who advertise in this newsletter
The pandemic has been rough on all of us -- especially business owners,
their employees, freelancers and the self-employed. Who knows if we’ll
ever get back to a normal economy in which incomes, wages and profits
return to pre-pandemic levels. So, if you need the products or services
your colleagues who advertise in this newsletter offer but are paying
other people and companies for those products and services, please consider instead purchasing from or hiring your fellow officials. They are
good at what they do. Many of them are hurting financially. Do yourself a
favor while helping your colleagues at the same time. You will be doing a
great thing. Go through this newsletter and give the ads another look.
Then contact your fellow officials who advertise and give them your business. You will be helping them during this time of crisis.
Thank you.
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Member-to-Member Mart

Aunt Chilada’s, voted New Haven’s Best Mexican Restaurant, is the perfect place for food, fun,
entertainment and parties for any occasion. We’re open 7 days a week for take-out, curbside
delivery, Grubhub delivery, and indoor dining. We’ll even cater and deliver to your home or office. We’re at 3931 Whitney Ave., Hamden. Call (203) 230-4640.
Charlie Hague, proprietor
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Calendar
Board 10 meetings for 2020-21
All meetings to be held at Lyman Hall High School
Attendance taken at 8 AM
Sunday October 17, 2021 -- Mandatory Rules Interpretation
meeting (auditorium)
Sunday November 14, 2021 (gymnasium)
Sunday December 12, 2021 -- Refresher Exam (cafeteria)
Sunday January 9, 2022 (gymnasium)
Sunday February 13, 2020 -- Annual Meeting (auditorium)

Helpful Links
Bd 10.COMmuniqué is an interactive, electronic document. Wherever you see text highlighted in
blue, bold, underlined type, that is a hot link to either an email address or a web page. Simply click
on that link to submit ideas and questions, or to get more information. Here are some helpful links:
• Board 10 Website	

• Ask Doctor Dan
• News & Notes	

• Ask The Interpreter	

• CIAC Officials’ Association • ArbiterSports
• Women’s Coordinating Committee	

 • Knowledge Bank"
• IAABO
• Member to Member Mart • Len on the Law!
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