
Virtual Meeting on Zoom!

July 21, 2020



Welcome to OPENA!
 A forum & active support group for the residents of the Oak Park 

Estates/Druid Hills neighborhoods 

 OPENA works to make the area a safer, more attractive and a better 
place to live.

 Any current resident of, or owner of property or a business, in a 
neighborhood of Oak Cliff and who has an interest in advancing the 
quality of life in our neighborhoods is eligible for membership.

 Join OPENA at http://www.opena.org/join-us.html

http://www.opena.org/join-us.html


OPENA Leadership Team:
Officers:

• Tom Forsyth, President

• Mary Harrison, Vice President

• Beatrice Lovett, Treasurer

• Richard Thomas, Secretary

• Lucy Livingston, Past President

Standing Committee Chairs:

• Kathy Biers, Membership

• Brett Anderson, Communications

• Cynthia White, Community Development

• Corey Miles, Code & Crime Watch Chair

• Block Captain Chairs:

• Jacqulyn Peel, OPE North

• Raquel Fuentes, OPE Southwest/Druid Hills

Ad hoc Committee Chairs:
•Judy Pollock, Grants & Resources
•Faye Williams, Programs
•Carl Hays, Government Liaison
•Lynn Witherspoon, Education Chair
•Bernie Tjarks, Hospitality
•Alex Hernandez, Beautification Chair

Vacant Chairs:
•Publications Chair
•Social Events Chair 
•OPE SE Block Captain Chair

New Officers 
in Red Type!



AGENDA - July 2020 Meeting & Crime Watch Program

 Welcome 

 Introduction of Guests including D4 Councilwoman Carolyn King Arnold 

 Announcements

 Crime Watch Program:
 Chief Jesse Reyes, Chief of Police, DPD Southcentral & Southwest Divisions
 Officer Brian Martinez, NPO Officer, Southwest Division

 Crime Watch Chair Corey Miles on Volunteers in Patrol

 Fabian Ramirez, Neighborhood Code Representative on the Illegal Dumping at 3744 Legendary

 Crystal Ross, Assistant ED, Dallas Parks & Rec Dept. on the Vandalism at Kiest Park

 Committee Reports:
 Adoption of Minutes by Richard Thomas, Secretary

 Treasurer’s Report by Beatrice Lovett, Treasurer

 Membership by Kathy Birks

 Grants by Judy Pollock

 Vote on Motion to Purchase Phase 2 Sign Toppers for Druid Hills

 Adjourn



New OPENA Meeting Yard Signs!
 42 New Yard Signs were put out for this meeting! 

 Special thanks to Jacqulyn Peel, Raquel Fuentes and residents!



Operation Beautification in the time of Covid

 Pick up trash & litter on your own!

 Pick up your supplies & block assignment on Fri. 08/07 or Sat. 8/7

 Go out on your own (or with a friend) on Sat. 08/08 & Sun 08-09

 Return filled bags to same location after completing your area

 Central Location: JW Carpenter Teachers Parking lot

 Volunteer & get more details from Alex Hernandez!



Yard of the Month – June/July 220
Dee & Lisa’s Home on Cripple Creek Dr. at Trailridge



OPENA Yard of the Month Program

 Program details & nominations can be made at: 
http://www.opena.org/yard-of-the-month.html

 Criteria:

oNice foliage & well-maintained Yard

o Focus on beautification, originality & creativity

oCombo of lawns, borders and flower beds

o It’s visually appealing from the street!

oWater-wise landscapes with Texas Native Plants

are a huge plus!

oMust be willing to have photos published!

http://www.opena.org/yard-of-the-month.html


Oak Park Estates/Druid Hills T Shirts!

• T Shirt Cost: $ 15.00 for Sizes S-XL
• Each size up from XL: $3.00 Extra
• We have 25 orders so far! 
• We will place the order by Aug. 1
• Get your orders in now! 
• Show your pride in Oak Park 

Estates/Druid Hills!



Neighborhood Handbook & Directory

 Mission of the Oak Park Estates Neighborhood Association

 Overview and History of Oak Park Estates & Druid Hills 
Neighborhoods

 Meeting Schedule

 Membership, Contact Us, OPENA Officers

 City of Dallas Resources

 Education Resources

 Elected Officials

 Local Business & Services Directory

 Neighborhood Residents Directory



DPD Officers

• Chief Jesse Reyes, Chief of Police for the South 
Central and Southwest Patrol Divisions

• Officer Brian Martinez, Southwest NPO Office



Crime Watch Program
 Neighborhood Patrol Office (NPO) Unit is located at 4230 W. Illinois 

Ave.

 The office # is 214-670-6795.

 Sr. Corp. Brian Martinez is our NPO officer.

 Zachary Wohlwend is Brian’s partner in the NPO Office.

 Most of O.P.E. is in Beat 454.

 Druid Hills & O.P.E. SW is in Beat 455.

 Rugged is the dividing line on the beats!

 See OPENA Crime Watch page for more details: 
http://www.opena.org/crime-watch.html

http://www.opena.org/crime-watch.html


NPO Officer Update

 Crime statistics in our neighborhoods.

 Crime prevention methods.

 Recognizing & reporting suspicious activity. 

 Understanding 9-1-1 and 3-1-1.

 Volunteers in Patrol (VIP) Program.

 New online incident reporting at www.dallaspolice.net.

 What can you do to help?

http://www.dallaspolice.net/


What you do to help prevent crime?

 See Something, Say Something

 Call 911 or 311 to report suspicious activity

 Get a security system and cameras

 Get a dog!

 Get to know your neighbors!

15



DPD Public Data

16http://www3.dallascityhall.com/publicdata/

http://www3.dallascityhall.com/publicdata/


Community Crime Map

17www.communitycrimemap.com

5/21/19 to 06/20/19

http://www.communitycrimemap.com


List of Active Calls

18www.dallaspolicewatch.com/southwest.html

http://www.dallaspolicewatch.com/southwest.html


Nextdoor.com

19www.dallaspolicewatch.com/southwest.html



Submitting 311Requests

 By Phone
o Simply call 3-1-1 when inside Dallas' city limits.
o You may also access Dallas 3-1-1 by calling (214) 670-3111 from any location.

 Online
o Visit - https://dallascrm.force.com/public/servicetypes

 Mobile Application
o Access your phone's app store
o Download the OurDallas mobile app

 City Hall On-the-Go – let us come to you!
o Create a "City Hall on the Go" service request.

https://dallascrm.force.com/public/servicetypes
https://dallascrm.force.com/public/servicetypes


Code Update – Fabian Ramirez

 Illegal Dumping at 3744 Legendary Lane 
New Bulk Trash Restrictions beginning in July 2020.
Other code concerns?  Questions?
How to reach Fabian:

Phone: 469-515-0970 or
Email: fabian.ramirez@dallascityhall.com

mailto:fabian.ramirez@dallascityhall.com


Kiest Park Vandalism
 Break-ins at all Kiest Park facilities over 3 days on weekend of July 4th.

 Here to talk with us about the vandalism and recovery efforts:

Crystal Ross, Assistant Director of City of Dallas Parks & Recreation Dept. 



Updates on Neighborhood Issues
 Creek Erosion Project at Five Mile and Holliday Rd in Druid Hills

o Bids have been received

o Council award in Sept. 

o Project begins in Oct. or Nov. 

o Duration: 4-6 months

 Traffic Calming Measures on Rugged Drive
o City to install Arrow Direction Signage showing Curve Ahead

o New larger speed limit signs that you can see at night.

o Enhanced school zone signage

o Reach out to Councilwoman Arnold if you feel more should be done here!

Erosion Control 

Project



Meeting Minutes

Richard Thomas, 

OPENA Secretary
 General Meeting on May 18, 2020 

 Board Meeting, June 2020

OPENA May 2020 

Board Meeting Minutes

OPENA June 2020 

Board Meeting Minutes

OPENA May General Meeting_052119.pptx


OPENA Treasurer’s Reports -Beatrice Lovett
Reports from 05/20/2020 to 07/21/2020



Membership Report – Kathy Birks
 Membership Report (As of 7/21/2020):

o 2020 Member Total 49

o 2020 New Member Total 15

o 2019 Members Renewed in 2020 34

o 2018/19 Members Still to Renew 34

Six (6) New & Renewing Members in June/July!
• Dwight Ausbrooks

• Michael & Sheila Smith

• S & W Construction

• Blanche Walker

• Yolanda Nolan
• Lillian James



HOC Grant Application – Judy Pollock

 Submitted on 05/15/2020

 Four projects:

o Phase 2 of the Druid Hills Sign Toppers Project

o Becoming a 501 C3 or C4 Entity with Tax Exempt Status

o Marketing of OPENA

o Special Member Engagement Social Event

 Total Amount of Grants: $ 4,427.62

 HOC Reimbursement Amount: $ 2,656.57

 OPENA Cost: $ 1,771.05



Druid Hills Sign Toppers
• Ph. 1: 15 Sign Toppers installed in Feb. 2020.
• Ph. 2: 15 more signs for Druid Hills Addition.
• The total cost for Phase 2 is:  $1,302.73 
• HOC Grant Funds 60% of cost or $ 781.64
• OPENA to pay for balance or $ 521.09



Upcoming Meeting Reminders:

OPENA Board Meeting: Sat. Aug. 15 at 1:30 pm

oLocation:  Zoom Virtual Meeting

Next OPENA Gen’l Meeting: Tuesday, Sept. 15 at 
6:30 pm

oProgram: Where’s the Food! 

oPresenter: Anga Sanders

oLocation: Zoom Virtual Meeting



Special Thanks to our Sponsors!

Melissa Flanagan with Li’l Rhythms

Elijah Salazar with Peaberry Coffee

Ryan Munchrath with Ann’s Health Foods

James Fairchild with Ebby Holliday Realty

Cynthia White of W& W Business Services!



www.opena.org

Questions? 
Please email us at:

crimewatch@opena.org

http://www.opena.org/
mailto:crimewatch@winnetkaheights.org

