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The lowdown on Jasper’s leachate treatment
By Dan Pool
Editor
dpool@pickensprogress.com

As a way to generate revenue at the Jasper wastewater
plant, the city accepts
leachate (liquid drainage
from landfills) hauled by Advanced Disposal Systems and
treats it along with regular
sewage.
Leachate is liquids that
trickle down through a landfill until it hits the liners that
encase all landfills. The liquid then runs into a tank and
is held until it is pumped into
trucks.
The leachate is delivered
into the city system by trucks
from Advanced Disposal
Systems at a collection point
along Highway 515 south of
town. It is pumped into the
city system mixed with regu-

lar sewage coming from the
Bethany Moorings area.
In 2016, the city of Jasper
handled 7,120,962 gallons of
leachate from the contract
with the single landfill hauler.
For this the city was paid
$644,976, a much more profitable use of the capacity than
household sewage, said
Water Superintendent David
Hall. The plant director said
it was hard to identify exactly
how much is profit as it is
treated along with household
waste, but this is a very good
revenue stream to fund the
facility.
The cost of treatment
charged by the city fluctuates
depending on the makeup of
the liquid to be treated. In an
unusual pricing plan, the
leachate is tested as it enters
the lines and the treatment
fee is based on the amount of

ammonia in the liquid,
charges range from 1 cent to
12 cents per thousand gallons. Ammonia is the main
contaminant of concern to the
city.
When leachate/sewage
hits the wastewater plant on
Montview Road it goes first
to a holding pond - a swampy
looking area with aerators
adding oxygen to increase
breakdown by natural bacteria.
Hall said with strict testing at the landfill, they are
confident leachate arrives
without any serious toxic
substances.
There is so much mandated testing at all landfills it
ensures that nothing toxic is
coming out, he said.
And this makes Hall
happy, as all wastewater
plants run off microscopic
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bacteria that break down the solids/less liquid coming liquid to waste ratio.
waste and wastewater opera- from homes and businesses.
tors rely on “our bugs” as
The leachate keeps the
Hall calls the microscopic flow moving with a higher
living assistants.
Should something really
toxic enter their system it
would kill the digesters, he
said.
“It’s alive,” Hall says
pointing to the digester.
He said they can quickly
tell something has gone
Veterans group updating list
wrong if the normal chocolate-milk colored waste flowfor planned memorial
ing over the various chutes
turns grey.
In cases where the
leachate is very clean to start
with, it is a benefit to the
wastewater plant. As the nation moves toward ever
tighter water conservation
measures, the concentration
of waste increases in regular
sewage meaning more

Anyone with local relative
Killed In Action asked to
send/check information

Reinhardt gets prestigious literary publication
James Dickey Review now published in Waleska
By David R. Altman
Books & Writers Editor
One of the nation’s most
prestigious and long-running
literary publications is now
being published by Reinhardt University.
In what many consider a
literary coup, but really was
the result of a long-standing
friendship among two academic colleagues, the James
Dickey Review(JDR) has
moved from Lynchburg University in Virginia to Reinhardt University in Waleska.
The journal, which is
published annually, will be
edited by Dr. Mark Roberts,
who was recently named the
university’s
first-ever
provost.
“We were lucky to have
someone like James Dickey
to be from our area,”
Roberts told the Progress.
“He had such a huge impact
on the trajectory of contemporary poetry in the middle
to the last part of the 20th
century.”
Roberts said that the
James Dickey Review will
“help readers understand
James Dickey’s body of
work and to support 21st
Century American voices
that carry forth Dickey’s
imaginative force and literary innovation.”
The literary publication is
subscribed to by more than
30 major university libraries
across the country, including

those at Harvard, North Carolina, Wisconsin and Clemson.
Reinhardt’s first edition
of the James Dickey Review
includes poetry and essays
from the nation’s great writers, including Fred Chappell,
Steve Knepper, Stephen
Dunn, William Wright and
Stephen Corey.
While many readers associate Dickey with the novel
Deliverance (1970), and the
popular film that was made
from the book, it is actually
Dickey’s poetry that has inspired a generation of writers and poets.
Dickey’s high-octane poetry often looked toward fusing the natural word with
human existence, sometimes
with graphic imagery and
even brutality (not unlike
some of the situations in the
novel Deliverance). Dickey,
who won many national
awards and served as the
U.S. Poet Laureate in 1966,
died in 1997 at the age of 73.
He taught at the University
of South Carolina until the
time of his death.
“What I would want people to know about James
Dickey is that he believed in
everything,” said Roberts.
“Dickey had an incredible
mind and was a student of
mythology and Jungian psychology. He believed that
poetry could change things.
He believed that words
could change things. He was
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Dr. Mark Roberts is
Reinhardt’s
first-ever
provost. He is also the editor
of the James Dickey Review.
a force of nature.”
“It’s important to us at
Reinhardt that we represent
Dickey’s legacy the best
way we can, and to make it
live,” said Roberts. “We believe it’s important for the
northwest Georgia region to
embrace its cultural heritage” and publishing the
JDR is part of that recognition.
Roberts, a native of east
Tennessee, who is also a
professor a poet himself,
said the university will pay
tribute to Dickey “…and his
enduring work not only as a
Southern writer but as a
great American writer.”
“As a young man, I saw
the film Deliverance and it
was both terrifying and attractive,” said Roberts, who
grew up in east Tennessee.
“The mythic power of that
story really resonated with
me.”
The James Dickey Review actually had its roots in
suburban Atlanta’s Dekalb
College back in 1984, when
Joyce Pair, then an English
department professor, suggested to Dickey that they
publish the James Dickey
Newsletter. The newsletter
continued to evolve, going
from Dekalb to the University of South Carolina, and
ultimately to Lynchburg,
Virginia, where it became

the James Dickey Review.
It was Roberts’ friendship
with the review’s editor at
Lynchburg,
Casey
Clabough, that ultimately
brought the prestigious publication back to north Georgia, less than an hour from
Mineral Bluff, Georgia
(where the Old Dickey Family Cemetery is on Hogback
Mountain) and about 90
minutes from Buckhead, the
part of Atlanta where Dickey
grew up.
“Casey Clabough was
very kind and gracious in
transferring the journal over
to us,” said Roberts.
Roberts said this coming
year, the university will be
welcoming Dickey’s son,
Christopher Dickey, to this
summer’s Masters of Fine
Arts (MFA) program at
Waleska.
Christopher Dickey, a
veteran foreign affairs correspondent for Newsweek and
The Washington Post, is currently world affairs editor
for The Daily Beast. He has
written seven books.
“We’re very excited to
have Christopher coming
here this year,” said Roberts.
“What we’re hoping to do is
to embed within the (MFA)
residency a day or two
where we bring in some
scholars and creative writers
who have been influenced
by Dickey and his work.”
The current issue of the
James Dickey Review can
be purchased through amazon.com or through the
Reinhardt University bookstore.
[David R. Altman writes
about books and writers for
the Progress. His first book
of poetry “Death in the
Foyer” was published in
2014, when he was nominated for Georgia Author of
the Year. He can be reached
at davidraltman.com or altmandavidr@gmail.com.]

Veterans are in the planning stages of a memorial
park. As part of their work,
they will honor all those
who gave their lives in
combat by having their
names etched in stone.
Obviously with marble
monuments, it’s difficult, if
not impossible, to add or
change names later.
So the veterans are asking anyone who had a relative killed in action to make
sure they are included and
spelled correctly.
Ray Smith, an active
local veteran, said, “This
(above) is the Gave their

Lives list that we read at
the Veterans Day ceremony. We probably don’t
have a complete list but
would like to know if there
are any others from Pickens County killed in action,
who need to be added.
Their names will be etched
in stone at the Memorial.”
The email for the memorial is pickensvetmemorial@gmail.com.
Call (706)253-0501.
Donations to the project
made at :Pickens County
Veterans Memorial, P.O.
Box 247, Talking Rock,
GA 30175.

Universal Sports Academy is a travel team
based out of North Georgia, and we are currently
looking for a few more athletes to round out our
11/12U and 15/16U rosters for the 2017 girls
fast-pitch travel softball season.
If you or someone you know are looking for
a place to play in a positive Christian
environment and take your players' skill to the
next level, please visit
www.universalsportsacademy.com and fill out a
contact form.
We look forward to hearing from you!

Thank You
Walmart/Murphy Express
you have saved the residents
of Pickens County $1,000’s
in gas prices every week!
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