
PREPARING A VESSEL FOR 
SURVEY 
 

TIME AND ADDITIONAL EXPENSE CAN BE SAVED BY PROPERLY 
PREPARING THE VESSEL FOR INSPECTION. 
 
OWNERS, SELLERS, OR THEIR AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVES (CAPTAIN, 
BROKER, ETC.) SHOULD MAKE SURE THAT THE VESSEL IS PREPARED FOR 
THE SURVEY WITH COMPARTMENTS UNLOCKED, STORES AND EXCESS 
EQUIPMENT REMOVED, AND THAT MAXIMUM ACCESS TO ALL AREAS OF 
THE VESSEL IS PROVIDED. 
 
 THE FOLLOWING CHECKLIST MAY BE HELPFUL WHEN MAKING 
PREPARATIONS: 

  THE OWNER OR HIS REPRESENTATIVE HAS GIVEN WRITTEN 
PERMISSION FOR THE SURVEY. 

  THE BROKER’S LISTING HAS BEEN MADE AVAILABLE TO THE 
SURVEYOR. 

  OWNER’S MANUALS AND SERVICE RECORDS ARE ABOARD. 
  STATE OF REGISTRATION OR FEDERAL DOCUMENTATION IS 

ABOARD. 
  ALL SAFETY EQUIPMENT AS REQUIRED BY THE USCG (SUCH AS 

PFD’S, FIRE EXTINGUISHERS, ETC.) IS ON BOARD. 
  WINTER COVERS HAVE BEEN REMOVED. 
  KEYS OR COMBINATIONS OF THE LOCKS AND THE IGNITION KEY 

ARE AVAILABLE. 
  BATTERIES ARE CHARGED AND AC POWER IS AVAILABLE. 
  ELECTRONICS ARE INSTALLED. 
  WATER TANKS ARE SUFFICIENTLY FILLED TO TEST WATER 

SYSTEMS. 
  TOILETS ARE CLEAN AND READY FOR USE. 
  BILGES ARE DRY AND CLEAN AND BILGE PUMPS ARE 

OPERATIONAL. 
  THE OWNER/BROKER HAS BEEN REQUESTED NOT TO HOSE DOWN 

THE VESSEL ON THE DAY OF THE SURVEY AS THIS PRECLUDES 
RELIABLE MOISTURE METER READINGS. 

  ARRANGEMENTS FOR HAULING OR LAUNCHING HAVE BEEN MADE 
WITH THE BOATYARD OR MARINA. 



 
 ARRANGEMENTS HAVE BEEN MADE FOR A SEA TRIAL: 

  THE VESSEL MUST BE OPERATED BY THE OWNER OR HIS/HER 
AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE 

  THE OWNER HAS THE VESSEL ADEQUATELY INSURED 
  SUFFICIENT FUEL IS ON BOARD TO OPERATE THE VESSEL FOR AT 

LEAST ONE HOUR 
  THE ENGINES ARE READY AND FLUID LEVELS HAVE BEEN 

CHECKED 
  SUFFICIENT CREW IS AVAILABLE TO HANDLE THE VESSEL AND 

DOCK LINES WITHOUT INVOLVING THE SURVEYOR 
 
  
 
HARBOR MARINE CONSULTANTS RECOMMENDS THAT YOU FORWARD A 
COPY OF THIS CHECKLIST TO THE OWNER, SELLER OR AUTHORIZED 
REPRESENTATIVE (CAPTAIN, BROKER, ETC.). 
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