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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE – September 2015

a part of the committee that put on the event, to
participating in the event. Both the Mountain
Meadows FUN Ride and the Jack Brook Ride were
great fun – good riding, good food, good music,
and good company. Check out the articles about
these rides inside this newsletter.

First off, let’s stop and say another prayer for our
friends that lost their homes up and down the
state. Summer’s over, so bring on the rain!
We had a very productive summer packing over
2,500 pounds. MLU members packed water, tools,
supplies, and food for seven events this summer.
Our packers went into the Tahoe National Forest,
El Dorado National Forest, Mokelumne Wilderness,
and the Desolation Wilderness. Thanks to Jerry
Heitzler for coordinating our efforts with the
various agencies involved.

Congratulations to the MLU Treasurer, Lucy
Badenhoop, for completing the 2015 Wilderness
Rider Program. The Wilderness Riders are trained
stock users who have made a commitment to
educating others about the value of wild lands and
the importance of gentle use/leave no trace skills.

We have one more pack event coming up in
October that may take several days to accomplish.
This one is for the Amador Ranger District. We will
be hauling gravel from a stock pile into the forest
about 1 ½ miles. The gravel will be used for trail
base in those areas where it is needed. This pack
event will be a joint effort between the Mid-Valley
and the Mother Lode Units, supporting additional
El Dorado Forest volunteers who will be helping
with the loading and unloading of the gravel.
There is a need for equine savvy volunteers to
assist the El Dorado Forest volunteers. If you’re
interested in helping, get in touch with Jerry
Heitzler, the MLU Trails Committee Co-Chair. You
may want to check out the BCH Washington UTube
video showing how they do gravel transport.

From Facebook

Lucy completed the application, interview, and
reference follow-up process earlier this year, and
attended the week-long skills training program in
September. I’ve heard from a couple of people

I’d like to thank everyone who supported our
fundraisers the past couple of months--from being
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miles a race and will keep on riding. Her
achievement will be recognized at the annual
American Endurance Rider’s Conference.
Congratulations!

who were there, and everyone agrees she will be
an asset to the program. I’ve also heard that she
entertained everyone with her guitar and songs
around the campfire. Sounds like Lucy made some
new friends as well as a commitment!

And, congratulations to Lucy Badenhoop for
recently qualifying as a Wilderness Rider.

For those of you who are thinking you’d like to be a
part of the MLU Board of Directors, we will be
holding our elections during our November Pot
Luck Meeting. Give Carolyn Gilmore a call and let
her know you’d like to put your name on the ballot
and which office you are interested in. Newly
elected board members take office in January. The
board consists of the President, Vice-President,
Secretary, Treasurer, Public Lands Chair, Education
Chair, Trails Chair, Membership Coordinator, and
two members at large.

MOTHER LODE UNIT NOTE CARDS
MLU member Diane Krage has developed a note
card using a watercolor she created from the MLU
photo that was on the cover of the 2015 Lucky
Calendar. MLU will be selling sets that include 5
cards per box, packaged in clear acrylic with linen
envelopes. The cost will be $11 per set. A portion
of the proceeds will go to the artist, Diane, to cover
expenses and to the photographer, Jerry Heitzler,
with the balance going to MLU. Jerry has
graciously donated his portion of the proceeds to
MLU as well.

The MLU is once again co-chairing the BCHC
Rendezvous. This event has long served as a type
of convention for all of the BCHC Units. It’s the
place where we all gather to attend educational
classes, participate in, or just watch, a variety of
challenges (trail, packing, and loading), and shop at
the vendor booths. You get to meet people with
common interests and enjoy music, food, and fun.
This coming year Belinda Gail will be our Friday
night entertainment and might even show up at
Cowboy Church. Be sure to mark your calendars
for March 18 – 20, 2016. You might also consider
being part of the volunteer crew that gets it done.
We can use help on Thursday and Monday to set
up and tear down as well as during the weekend.

TELLS CREEK WORK PARTY

I hope to see you at our next meeting, work party,
and/or ride. In the meantime, Keep Your Leather
Side Up, and Your Steel Side Down! God Bless
America!

Al Kaiser

Seven members were able to come together at
Tells Creek June 12-14 to help clear our Two Peaks
Trail. Those were Pat Gibbs, Al & Cheryl Kaiser,
Mike & Norma Kohlbaker, Don Hess and Jerry
Heitzler. We struck out on Saturday morning and
only had to make half-dozen stops before crossing
Bassi Creek. After crossing the creek, it wasn’t
much worse. Evidently last winter was good to the
trail.

MEMBER ACHIEVEMENTS
Dorothy Foster, Mother Lode member and
endurance rider, achieved her goal of 1000 miles
(actually 1010 miles) over her horse Abby’s 3 ½
year career. Dorothy has ridden Abby, a Missouri
Fox Trotter, in the limited distance class 25 – 35
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two since it was cleared. I was told that Jerry
headed home Sunday evening, but Mike and
Norma stayed over to work some more on the Sun
Rock Trail on Monday. Die-hards that they are….

Our last cut of the day was a doozy, but we were
actually done by 1230 pm and stopped for lunch.
Before we started back up the trail, Doug
Veerkamp worked his way down from the top to
meet us. Doug had his friend Tom, as well as his
son and son-in-law with him and they had covered
quite a bit of ground between the four of them.
They had cleared some loop trails other than just
the top of Two Peaks. After lunch, Al, Cheryl and
Don continued on to the top of Two Peaks for the
ride and view before returning to camp around 5
p.m. Mike, Norma, Jerry and Pat returned to camp
after lunch, stopping to work on the Sun Rock trail
before returning to camp around 4 p.m. We
enjoyed a camp fire and stories Saturday night, but
we were all tired and retired fairly early.

All and all, it was a good, productive weekend.
Thanks to everyone who could make it. It’s a busy
time of year. Those that missed it, we’ll catch you
next time around. Now, let’s go enjoy those
trails!
MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING (Edited)
July 27, 2015

Jerry Heitzler and Lucy Badenhoop attended the
PCTA Trail Skills College. It was confirmed that we
still want to maintain our section of the El Dorado
Trail.
Two message boards, chains for picnic tables, and
a fire ring were installed at Caples Creek. We
packed water in June for the PCTA. We will be
packing in to Lake Sylvia on August 2nd and packing
out on August 8. El Dorado Trail Clearing was set
for 08/05/15 and packing in to Munson Meadows
on July 5 and out on July 10.
The FUN Ride at the Gilmore’s Mountain Meadow
was a great success and a good time for everyone.
Members were encouraged to keep selling raffle
tickets. Money from the raffle/calendar sales will
come back to MLU.

Sunday morning, we struck out again and worked
on clearing the Sun Rock Trail from the “Y” on the
Bassi Loop Trail. It had not been cleared in two or
three years and we were able to clear it as far as
the creek crossing near the old plane crash. At one
point, there were half-a-dozen uprooted trees from
the big wind storm in 2013, but the guys with chain
saws were able to work their way through. We
returned to camp for lunch and a brief rest.

The Rendezvous will be March 18 – 20, 2016 in
Angels Camp. Belinda Gail will do our Friday night
concert.
Members Merrill and Brad, API Printing, have
offered to put signage on three sides of our trailer.
We accepted their offer.

Don, Pat, and Al and Cheryl headed back home,
but Jerry, Mike, and Norma worked Sunday
afternoon on the Sun Rock Trail that goes west
from the campground. Again, it has been a year or
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PARTNERSHIPS PROMOTE PROGRESS

CAPLES CREEK EQUESTRIAN TRAILHEAD

Lucy Badenhoop

On 7 and 21 July, 2015, further improvements were
made to the Caples Creek Equestrian Trailhead in the
Eldorado National Forest in a joint effort by the Elegant
Ears Mule Association, the Mother Lode Unit of BCHC
and two ranger districts of the US Forest Service.
On 7 July, the USFS Pacific Ranger District donated two
picnic tables, a fire ring and a pedestal BBQ. These
items were picked up from the Crystal Basin
Information Station on Ice House Road and delivered to
the trailhead by three members of the Elegant Ears
Mule Association. The fire ring was immediately
cemented in place, but additional supplies were needed
for the other items.
On 27 July, the USFS Placerville Ranger District near
Camino donated supplies (concrete, security chain,
lumber, paint, etc.) to complete the installation. Five
members of the Mother Lode Unit of Back Country
Horsemen of California picked up the supplies and
spent the day digging holes, mixing concrete and
erecting two bulletin boards….one in the picnic area….a
second in the day use cul-de-sac.

HOUSEKEEPING TIPS FOR LEAVE NO TRACE
1. This site is a trailhead – there are no services
provided.
-Take your personal trash home with you.
-The nearest bathroom is half a mile away.
*By vehicle: Go left on Silver Fork Road
(paved) Cross over Caples Creek on the
bridge .Turn right into the hiker’s trailhead.
*By foot/hoof: follow the connector horse
trail to the bridge.

The first posting on the bulletin boards was a laminated
copy of “HOUSEKEEPING TIPS FOR LEAVE NO TRACE.”
Hopefully, this information will eliminate some of the
early issues associated with uniformed users of the
trailhead.

-The nearest piped water is 2 miles North
(toward Hwy 50) at the Silver Fork
Campground (a USFS facility under
concession - water may not be available).

On your next visit to the trailhead, check out the new
equipment installed in the central picnic area…all are
the results of our long term partnerships between
volunteer groups and government land managers.

2. If you brought equestrian stock:
*Use tree saver straps for high lines.
*Disperse manure away from the site or haul it
home (preferred).*Do not clean out your trailer
on site.
*Take shavings/bedding/feed home.

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE IS NO
MATCH FOR NATURAL STUPIDITY.

3. No vehicle parking or animal tethering near
USFS picnic tables.

XEROX AND WURLITZER WILL MERGE
TO PRODUCE REPRODUCTIVE ORGANS.

4. Campfires allowed only in USFS steel rings
after checking the current fire restrictions for the
area.

WE ARE BORN NAKED, WET AND HUNGRY.
THEN THINGS GET WORSE.
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SAVE THEM ALL HORSE RESCUE

2015
MOTHER LODE UNIT OFFICERS
AND MEMBERS OF THE BOARD
Email: bchmlu@sbcglobal.net
Webpage: www.bchmlu.org

Kathy Goodrich

I recently met a very nice lady named Vicki Greene, the
founder of Save Them All Horse Rescue--a non-profit
horse rescue in Elk Grove. She has about 10 horses.
Vicki has received a grant from Home Depot to build six
shelters and has the lumber but really needs volunteers
to help build them. I went out last Saturday and since I
am not an experienced carpenter I helped out by
picking up horsey poop and cleaning water troughs.

OFFICERS
President Mike Kohlbaker
V. President Randy Hackbarth
Secretary Norma Kohlbaker

I know we are all busy doing chores for our own horses,
but if anyone has some free time to help her, she could
really use it. Check her website to read more about her
rescue. Her email is Ladyirish7_89@yahoo.com and her
phone is 916-335-5661.

Treasurer Lucy Badenhoop
State Director Mike Kohlbaker
Alt. Director
Membership Daryl Shankles

BCHA COWBOY CHRISTMAS
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Editor Corky Layne

Mike Kohlbaker
Webmaster Carrie Johnen

Backcountry Horsemen of America will have a booth at
the Cowboy Christmas event in Las Vegas during the
National Finals Rodeo. BCHA will have an opportunity
to do five stage presentations, and packer and knot
demonstrations during the ten-day event.

BOARD MEMBERS AT LARGE
Bob Gilmore
Melba Leal
COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Education: Jerry Heitzler
Horse Expo: Mike Kohlbaker

Members interested in participating at the booth or
giving demonstrations should let me know as soon as
possible. The booth will be manned from Thursday,
December 3 through Saturday, December 12.

(916) 424-8105
4horsen@sbcglobal.net
(530) 626-0571
trlryder@pacbell.net
(916) 424-8105
4horsen@sbcglobal.net
(916) 216-7040
badenhoop@comcast.net
(916) 424-8105
4horsen@sbcglobal.net
Appointed as Necessary
(530) 558-0060
gottshank@yahoo.com
(530) 589-6914
corkylayne@sbcglobal.net
(209) 245-5617
cjubilee5@gmail.com

(530) 620-4994
wildroseranch@wildblue.net
(530) 622-5205
apachejam@hughes.net

(530) 391-6822
(916) 424-810
4horsen@sbcglobal.net
Bob Gilmore
(530) 620-4994
wildroseranch@wildblue.net
Public Lands: Carolyn Gilmore
(530) 620-4994
wildroseranch@wildblue.net
Cordell Van Rees
(916) 956-4657
cvanrees@sbcglobal.net
Rendezvous: Mike Kohlbaker
(916) 424-8105
4horsen@sbcglobal.net
Rides: Kathy Goodrich
(916) 835-8498
kathy.goodrich@ucdavis.edu
Mike Kohlbaker
(916) 424-8105
4horsen@sbcglobal.net
Becky Wolk
(530) 622-1907
rwbzbranch@localnet.com
Trail Projects: Al Kaiser
(916) 687-7094
dbldiamond47@frontiernet.net
Jerry Heitzler
(530) 391-6822
secrtvly@gmail.com

We have rented a two-bedroom apartment in a nearby
condo to share with volunteers, and there is also a block
of rooms at the Westgate Las Vegas Resort and Casino
available at a discounted price--all of which will be first
come first served.
Let me know as soon as possible if you would like to
volunteer to participate in this event.

IT’S NOT WHETHER YOU WIN OR LOSE, IT’S HOW
YOU PLACE THE BLAME.
A FOOL AND HIS MONEY CAN THROW ONE HECK
OF A PARTY!
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part of the ride were on private lands known as
Mountain Meadows, adjacent to the El Dorado National
Forest.

MLU FUN(D) RIDE AT MOUNTAIN MEADOWS
Lucy Badenhoop

On the weekend of July 24-26, 2015, MLU conducted
their third annual FUND raising campout known as the

Returning to camp in mid-afternoon, there was a short
rest period followed by wine tasting with music and
snacks. During this relaxing time, there was an
opportunity to browse the raffle prizes and bid on silent
auction items.

Fun(d) Ride. For a bargain price, participants got to
enjoy the whole weekend without cooking or washing
dishes, plus join in some fun activities.
Included were two nights of camping (Friday and
Saturday) followed by two breakfasts complete with
bacon, eggs, fruit, and pancakes or French toast.
Everyone helped themselves to coffee from the pot
hanging over the campfire.
Next came the spaghetti supper followed by ice cream
and baked dessert prepared in Dutch Ovens. As the sun
set, chairs were gathered around the campfire for the
social hour with a final sip of wine before heading off to
a good night’s sleep.

LUCKY CALENDARS
By Corky Layne

I won for the second time! I just got a check from BCHC
for another $50 from the 2015 raffle/calendar!!!
The 2016 Lucky Calendars are now ready to go. Contact
Norma Kohlbaker to get your copies of the 2016 Lucky
Calendar to keep or sell.

But the FUN activities were on Saturday. After
breakfast, everyone packed a picnic lunch for the trail
ride through some “cool” trees at elevations of 60006500 feet. This was a welcome relief from the hot
drought conditions in the valley. The camp and first
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MOONLIGHT RIDES AND CAMPFIRE SAX
Lucy Badenhoop

The Mother Lode Unit returned to Jack Brooks
Equestrian Camp near La Honda for some glamping
(glamour camping) the last weekend in August
2015. Glamping at Jack Brooks is a real treat with
flush toilets, hot showers, 42 pipe equine pens,
manure and garbage collection, and picnic tables.
Plus, there’s an outdoor kitchen, complete with
double stainless sinks, fridges, microwaves, BBQ,
and electric outlets for the coffee pot, waffle
maker or any other appliances that campers want
to haul in. MLU even set up its new audio system
for recorded music during supper and around the
evening campfire.

Friday night’s campfire gathering spotlighted two
guests who provided live entertainment. Joe
Squillacioti read some poems from his “vagabond”
days and Irv Mazur punctuated the rhymes with his
saxophone …. Jazz style improvisation. It was
enjoyed by all … including wild turkeys roaming
through the campsite.
Monday morning breakfast was leftovers from the
prior three days, clean up the site, pack up, and
head home by noon….savoring another memory of
good times with our equine friends.

As is the unit custom, cooking teams were formed
so that each group of 3-4 campers prepared one
breakfast or supper. Everyone got to enjoy
themselves with minimum chores for the rest of
the time …. basically just caring for their mounts.
The riding weather this year was variable. Friday
was the typical warm and sunny for this time of
year. Saturday started out with fog, turned to a
light rain in late morning, but the sun came out in
the afternoon. The riders were not inhibited by the
rain due to the heavy forest canopy that kept them
dry. Sunday was clear and breezy….great riding
weather. Saturday was a full moon so a night ride
was initiated and repeated Sunday evening.

HORSE QUOTES
Authors Unknown

"If your horse said 'No,' you either asked the
question wrong or asked the wrong question."
"A good horse is never a bad color."
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COMING EVENTS
Board meetings are on the 4th Monday of February, April, June, August, October, and December.
General meetings are on the 4th Monday of January, March, July, September, November.
You must be a current member of BCHC to
participate in any unit’s activity involving animals.
For Rides and Camp Trips: contact Kathy Goodrich (916-835-8498) for information and to sign up.

10/21
10/23-25
10/26
11/18
11/20-22
11/23
12/3-12
12/16
12/19
12/28

ML Day ride - El Dorado Trail, Latrobe Road
ML Camp Trip – Point Reyes
ML Board Meeting, Denny’s, Cameron Park
ML Day ride - Salmon Falls, Folsom Lake
ML Camp Trip – Deer Creek Hills
ML Annual Potluck/Meeting/Election/Raffle
Cowboy Christmas BCHA booth, National Finals Rodeo, Las Vegas
ML Day ride - American River Parkway
ML Day ride - Salmon Falls
ML Board Meeting, Denny’s, Cameron Park
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TRAIL ETIQUETTE FOR HORSE RIDERS FROM TRAILMEISTER
September 2012

You've found a trail to ride and a good riding partner but there are a few more items to consider for a great day
on the trail.
There are plenty of trails to enjoy, and on some days it seems that everyone else is also using the same trail that
you are. So here are nine simple guidelines to help make sure that you, and your trail partners, have a great
time.
Multi-use means that we need to share the trail. Believe it or not horse riders are seen as rude, inconvenient,
inconsiderate and even dangerous by mountain bikers and hikers. If we want to keep from losing access to even
more trails we, as horsemen, need to break these stereotypes and help educate fellow users of the trails. For
example: We know that horses have the right of way over bikers, and hikers. But are you sure that the hikers
and bikers you run across know this? Often times they don’t know and just need to be informed.
When you come across bikers try to find a safe spot to pull off the trail and let them go by. They may have
not the right of way but if it’s easier on you and the horse by all means let them go their way. Similarly, stop
and chat with hikers you meet. The conversation helps the horse learn that hikers are human and again it’s
amazing the goodwill that a good conversation can buy.
The slowest horse in a group sets the pace. When a slower rider is left behind by a faster group the slower horse
will often turn into a jigging, snorting, monster as it tries to catch up with its “herd”. The easiest and safest way
to avoid this type of confrontation is for groups to simply ride together. Groups that start together need to stay
together for the duration of the ride. If you find that you don’t like your riding partners don’t go with them on
the NEXT ride, but do the right thing and finish this one as a group.
Leave the outdoors cleaner than you found it. Consider this; it’s a hot day and you’ve just finished a long ride.
Just as you’re ready to load and leave, your horse passes manure, or throws hay, on the ground. What do you
do? Leave it? I hope not. Manure and the loose hay isn’t what you want to see pulling into the trailhead. It’s not
what you want to see or where you want to start. Neither is it the impression that we want to leave with non
horse people.
Stay on established trails. Horse’s hoofs churn a lot of dirt. Trails are there to help keep the damage in one
place. Help keep our access, stay on the approved trails. Your horse won’t melt in puddles and mud won’t hurt
him either.
Don’t be a parasite. Don’t steal time by making your riding partners wait while you fit new tack for first time as
your trail buddy is waiting. Also, bring your own lunch and water and all the tack you need.
Trail rules are there for a reason, follow them. You may be able to get away with skirting the rules, but your
hoof prints will give your entire family of horsemen bad name.
Pack strings and riders traveling uphill have the right of way. Handling a single horse is hard enough, give
packers a break as well as a clear trail. Likewise, riders struggling uphill have a hard enough task ahead of them
without you swooping down on them.
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This is the official publication of the Mother Lode Unit of Backcountry Horsemen of California. Opinions expressed are
not necessarily those of the board. Articles, comments, and suggestions are solicited.
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