March 2012

Engineer Spotlight
by Jeff Turov

Mark Your Calendar—

JOIN US FOR OUR
MARCH MEETING!

- Joseph Jimenez

Transwestern

Fountainhead Office Building
8200 IH 10 West

San Antonio, TX 78230
Jlimeneztranswestern@yahoo.com
(210) 525-8228

The next General Membership
Meeting of the San Antonio Association of
Building Engineers is set for 11:30 a.m. on
Wednesday, March 21, at the Embassy
Suites Hotel (7750 Briaridge Drive;
northeast corner of IH-10 and Loop 410).

The meeting topic is “CPS Energy
Programs and Services for 2012," and the
presenter will be Joe Jones with CPS
Energy (www.cpsenergy.com). CPS
Energy is also this month’s meeting
sponsor.
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» How long have you been in the building engineer trade?

I'have worked as the Assistant Building Engineer for
Transwestern at the Fountainhead office building for
seven months. I cut my teeth in the HVAC industry with a
local mechanical contractor that focused mainly on
residential work. In a previous life, I was an over-the-road
trucker and transported cars all over the nation. I have
been involved with SAABE for seven months.

Please REVP ne later than Monday,
March 19, at noon.

If you must cancel your attendance,
please call Melodie Goff at (210) 408-8135
BY MONDAY, MARCH 19, AT NOON
so we can cancel your meal.
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» Any awards, recognition or special training?

I'have earned my HVAC certification through Everest
College and an EMT certification from the City of San
Antonio.

Please make sure to check in at the
front desk when you arrive.

RSVPs are REQUIRED, so we can be
sure to have enough meals on hand! «

*  Describe yourself in three words.

Punctual, ambitious, and diligent.

Family/children?

i

I'have been married for 12 years and have three children -
one son and two daughters.

+ Hobbies/what do you enjoy during off-hours?

! . .
Many thanks to our Vendor Sponsors! I enjoy fishing for both freshwater and saltwater fish. For
saltwater fishing, my preference is Rockport. I also enjoy
spending as much time as I can with my kids and feel that

Master Level I am making up for time that I lost when I was a trucker.
Gerloff Company, Inc. «  What is the hardest thing you have ever done?
Western Waterproofing Making the decision to go back to school and get my

HVAC certification was the hardest thing I've ever done. I
made this decision when I was an over-the-road trucker
Journeyman Level and had to take a cut in pay to leave the trucking
profession and get involved in the HVAC business. But, it
turned out to be a good decision, as I now have more time
to spend with my family and am working for a great
company. <

Preferred Landscape and Lighting
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by Charles Mikolajczyk, Jr., CBE-M

Regarding equipment failures, accidents, etc. at your place
of work, have you ever had the thought go through your head,
“If it’s weird, it happens here?”

1, for one, wish I would have started a journal back when 1
entered this occupation — it probably would have made good
reading, a short story, or, at least, wipes for the outhouse! LOL

Seriously, think back to the weird things that you’ve
encountered at work - be it ghosts, 1,000:1 odds regarding a
failure, mysterious events, etc. Regarding ghosts, at one
property here in San Antonio that has 24 hour courtesy patrol,
there have been numerous guards (and housekeepers) that quit
after their first day on the property due to paranormal activities
going on in one particular building on the site. At another
building on the same site, many people have seen a little girl in
various places in the building late at night.

With regards to long shots on equipment, or what we refer
to as a fluke, on Memorial Day in 1995, a tenant had scheduled
their associates to work, and, because it was a building holiday,
an after-hour request was sent by the tenant for a half day of
HVAC. Low and behold, a storm came into town around
11 a.m. (one hour before shut-down), and the building took a
nasty lightening strike which, in turn, fractured the insulation
on the chiller motor windings (pre-TVSS installation). Had the
tenant not worked, or the storm been one hour later, this
catastrophic failure wouldn’t have occurred.

At another chiller plant in downtown San Antonio,
lightening used to love the chiller motor starters as well - except
in this situation. I don’t remember the cause, but either the
chiller came to a dead-stop or it bucked the phases causing the
motor to reverse itself during operation. The damage you ask?
The reversing of the motor sheared the keyway on the impellers
and destroyed them. This place actually had a wall full of
CVHB and CVHE impellers hanging in the main plant!
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Some years ago at a building on the north side of San
Antonio, for one reason or another, the SAPD was chasing a
car, and it went out of control and ripped through the
landscape! You may ask what’s the significance of
this...this happens daily in San Antonio. Well, after it
cleared the landscape and bushes, the car glanced off the
security guard’s car and then proceeded through the front
doors of the building, across the lobby, and crashed into the
hatch doors of elevator #2 -~ knocking off the doors and
wedging the car about door deep into the hatch opening. Of
course, this took out the elevator safeties - among other
things. However, it wasn’t until about an hour or so later
that someone decided to check the elevator cab (as it was
somewhere up in the building) and found that the guard was
trapped inside the cab. He was riding the elevator when the
accident occurred trapping him in flight between floors!

Now if that isn’t weird, I don’t know what is! If you
have a weird one, I'd like to hear about it!

Till next month/meeting...gone fishing! <
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WE WANT TO BE YOUR FARST CHOICE FOR HVAC PARTS AND SERVICE!
COME VISIT OUR NEW PARTS DEPARTMENT!!

Direct Digital & Pneumatic Air CompressorsDriers: Thermostats:
Controls: - Curtis Toledo ' - Prneumatic (DirectfReverse)
- Siebe: - Hankison - Electric -
- Barber Calman - Filters - Electronic
- RobertShaw - il - Programmable
- Johnson Controls - Calibbration Kits
- Honeywell Valves: ,
- Kele - Zone Control Yalves Humidity Transmitters:
~-ACL - Butterfly Yalves - Wall Mount.
- Mamac Systems - Ball valves - Duct Mourt.
- KMC Cantrols — Kreuter - Globe Vahes v
- Belimo - Packing Kits CO; Sensors:
- Delta S - Wwall Mount
- Erie Actuators: - Duct Mount
- IrvEnsys - Damper Actuators:
- Walve Actustors Variable Fragquency Dirives:

Klein Tools: - Pneumatic Actuators - square D Drives
= Hand Tools - Direct-Couple Actuators - GrahamMDanFoss
= WipesHand Cleaner ' ’
< Gloves Wire:
S - Plenum Catble

' - CahleTies

We offer ENGINEERING and TECHNICAL SUPPORT as well as
INSTALLATION SERVICE for all products sold!!

BARBER — . _—
COLMAN KLEIN TOOLs  DELTA
Ward Systems & Services, Inc.
2121 Cee Gae
JOHNSON San Antonio; Texas 78217

Phone: (210)824-7683 ;
CONTROLS Fax: {210)824-2123 Erie
Mobile: {210) 8252011
www.wardsystems.us

BELIMO KMC Honeywell

CONTROLS
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SAABE February and March Building Tours

In February, about 22 building engineers gathered for a
tour of DayMark Realty Advisors” Fountainhead Business Park
11 building where SAABE member John Cauley is the building
engineer.

John explained to the group what he had to do to obtain
LEED Silver certification from the U.S. Green Building
Council in 2010 and an Energy Star Rating of 89 in 2011. Then,
he and Wade Capps (Voss Lighting) reviewed the lighting
measures that were done to reduce the fixture wattage to 21
watts per fixture for a cost savings of $1,000 per month with a
two and a half year payback. (In addition, CPS Energy issued a
35% rebate on the cost of the project!) The group then got a
view of the LED parking lot test fixture.

James McClure with Western Fire Protection treated the
group to lunch at Chester’s where additional information was
received about water savings of 22% and a waste stream

by Tom Lasater

reduction of over 55% from the building’s restroom fixture gpm
reductions due to (no cost) SAWS conversions.

This month, a group of approximately 15 building
engineers took a tour of the South Texas Blood & Tissue Center
(STBTC) Donor Pavilion building where Tom Parrish is the
Chief Building Engineer, Texas Air Systems provided lunch
and gave a presentation on Fanwall Technology for air
handlers. The STBTC Donor Pavilion utilizes Huntair Fanwall
technology in the air handlers, so attendees were able to see a
working system.

Stay tuned for information about upcoming building tours,
and come join us so that you can gain insight/ideas on what you
can do to conserve energy at your property!

If you have any questions or would like your building to be
considered for one of the 2012 building tours, please contact
Tom Lasater at (210) 501-3434 or lasater.tom@att.net. <

' We Get In And Get The Job Done - Period!

Asphalt & Concrete Paving Repair, Construction & Maintenance

« Parking Lots « Crack Sealing « Striping
« Sidewalks « Signs - Sealcoat
MEMBER OF
CONTACTS . “ﬁﬂb‘
David Harding - 210.669.3639 — Jerry Casillas - 210.389.4785 .:‘ "“\z )
Project Managers ": y
\J +
Pavecon, LTD . 18680 Marbach Lane « San Antonio, Texas 78266 "&'W“’.

San Antonio - 210.798.1111 office - 210.798.1112 fax » Austin - 512.329.9148 .
www.pavecon.com
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Be Proactive. Be Prepared.

Is your company prepared should a disaster strike?
Will you be action oriented or reaction oriented?

Last-minute decisions in the face of a disaster are
almost certain to increase both the time and the
cost of recovery. Disaster planning offers you the
opportunity to make calm, well-considered deci-
sions prior to a critical event. Plans will vary widely
from one organization to another. Let Blackmon
Mooring assist with prioritizing your company’s
needs.

Establishing your company and facilitiesas a
Priority Customer with a Response Service Agree-
ment can give you peace of mind that should a
disaster strike, Blackmon Mooring  will be there to
assist in reducing business interruption and miti-
gating costs.

Response Service Agreement benefits:
No cost or contractual obligation
€ 24/7/365 Emergency Response

Priority Response in the eventof a ;
community-wide disaster |

Pre-registration of your facility’s
“vital statistics” for customized, more
efficient disaster response

Priority Response Consultant and Project
Coordinator assigned to your account

Vanessa Rodriguez
Priority Response Consultant
Blackmon Mooring of San Antonio

210.249.1496 cell

vradriguez@blackmonmooring.com

1.877.730.1

www.blackmonmooring.com
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SAABE March Last Thursday
Training Seminar

Save the date for this month’s Last Thursday Training
Seminar. Watch for upcoming notices regarding the topic,
speaker, and sponsor.

Where: First National Bank (6243 IH 10 W)
Tenth floor conference room

When: Thursday, March 29, 11:30 am - 1:00 pm
(Lunch provided by sponsor )

The seminar is open to SAABE Engineers and their
assistants only, and there is no cost to attend. There is a limit of
25 attendees.

If you are coming, please email
mg.assoc.mgmi@gmail.com. Please RSVP by Wednesday,
March 28 so we know how many lunches to order. If you RSVP
and cannot attend, please call Melodie Goff at 408-8135 so she
can move someone off the waiting list. <

PREFERRED

LANDSCAPE AND LIGHTING

Ve specialize in custom
design, instaliation and
maintenance of:

¢ Residentizl Landscapes
¢ Commercial Landscapes
¢ lwrigation

¢ Certified Tree Care

¢ Landscape Lighting

¢+ Holiday Decor

210-657-7737

26421 IH 10 West Boerne, TX 75006

@OV C- GARRETT, 1y,

i

. COOLING TOWER SPECIALISTS
TACLAZ7262E

Chris Benson

Office: (210) 659-6701
Fax: (210) 658-0627
‘chris.benison@toycgarreft.com
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P.O. Box 569
411 FM 1103
"Cibolo, TX 78108

referrediandscapetx.com

SAABE 2012 Dues Now Due

Please note that if you haven’t already rejoined or
joined SAABE for 2012, your dues are now due.

What do you get for your dues? Building Engineers
must use every possible resource to accomplish all the
tasks that the job requires. Knowing what resources are
available requires regular exposure to the knowledge and
experience of others in the same field and to the best
service and product professionals. Through membership
in SAABE, you will make important contacts with
other Building Engineers and receive training from the
leaders in almost every product and service industry.

If you get just one good idea, your dues have been
paid for many times over. When your decisions involve
big expenditures, you owe it to your employer to take
advantage of every decision-making edge you can get.

So, if you haven’t already joined/rejoined SAABE for
2012, don’t miss out on this opportunity. Please go to
http://www.saabe.org/_documents/memapp2012.pdf to
download a membership application. %
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isting our Texas clients and the ance community since 198

f Commercial and Schoo roperties affected by water, hurricane,
M rgenczes These properties, referred to as Emergemy
rienced a seazse of coﬂf‘éence and piece of

§ ?rmnty respoﬂse fsr Emergency

3 § No sz.mfey or catalog fees

§ M;mm zmg of business dawn tsme wh;ie reducing s;ze of iass.;
Q«key resioraf%n and reczm ] w::tion sewices

or Any Questions or tn Set Up Your Inspection Contact Sxaw !!anﬁgrt:k az Our h!am Dffice
14955 Bulverde Rd. -
San Antonio, TX 78247
_ (210) 490-2777
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February Lunch Summary
by Luis Villarreal

The February luncheon presentation, “An Affordable and
Automated Energy Management System,” was presented by
Gary Adams with Texas Reps. Gary spoke about the Ecobee
energy management system which is the newest Wi-Fi enabled
technology for the commercial market. It addresses the issue
that matters most - comfort cooling.

The system allows you to maximize your building’s
efficiency, reduces energy consumption, and delivers
significant cost savings in controlling your heating and cooling
— all remotely. The system can also be used as a supplement for
a full scale building automation system which can be costly.

For additional information about the Ecobee energy
management system, please contact Gary Adams at
(512) 264-3596 or gadams@texasreps.com. %

1-800-RediFuel
(733-4383)

Ask About

“KeepFull”

A First Priority Service

5 Nell Deane
“‘Schertz, TX 7815,

5 Asphélf Patching

eaI'Co:avti_ng o
ckSeal ©
Striping o

Concrete Patch & Repairs.

»ADA Compliance

Education Corner

OSHA Compliance 2012

e  Sponsored by Career Track/Fred Pryor Seminars

¢  March 23, Embassy Suites Hotel Northwest, San Antonio
s Cost: §179

»  For more information, visit http://www.careertrack.com/
et_seminarExpressLane.asp?SN=290087&ssd=20120323

Microsoft® Excel® 2007/2010 Basics

e Sponsored by Career Track/Fred Pryor Seminars
e April 4, Norris Conference Center, San Antonio
» Cost: $79

«  For more information, visit http://www.careertrack.com/
et_seminarExpressLane.asp?SN=4620087 &ssd=20120404

Pump Repair & Maintenance
+  Sponsored by American Trainco

o April 4-5, Country Inn & Suites by Carlson San Antonio
Airport, San Antonio

o Cost: $990

» For more information, visit hitp://
www.americantrainco.com/courses/pumps/
schdtlPMP.aspx7SID=34240 «
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Vendor Rep Report

Hasn’t this rain been great! This winter has brought some
much needed relief. Let’s keep our fingers crossed that it will
continue into the spring as we get ready to hit the rivers, lakes
bays, or wherever you can go to cast a line for fish.

>

We have some great presentations on tap this year and have

some open slots if any vendors are interested. Just a quick

reminder about the SAABE policy for vendors presenting; the

presentation must be educational only. Remember, these
presentations are for the benefit of the engineers - to educate
them on the latest technology. Please don’t use this time to
promote your company’s services/products. All vendors have
received a membership directory which contains the contact

Waterproofing Cupan

by Randy Cummings

info for every engineer in SAABE. There are plenty of
opportunities to tell the engineers about your company and
give them your best sales pitch; we just ask that you don’t do
it during your presentation. If you have any questions
regarding the rules, you can contact me at (210) 394-6233 or
rcummings@gerloffinc.com. Or, you can contact another
board member.

Make sure you RSVP for the March luncheon and get
there early, as CPS Energy is presenting and they always
pack the house.

Thanks, and see you at the luncheon! <

Member—Western Construction Group

Ensure You Have Reliable Backup Gensets Fast!

¢ Renial Genssts

¢ Rental Chillers

» Standby Gensets

= Service & Maintenance
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SAABE
PO Box 781261
San Antonio, TX 78278

SAABE 2012 Membership
Directories are Here!
The SAABE 2012 Membership
Directories are here! If you haven’t

already picked yours up, you can do so
at the March luncheon. <

Charles Mikolajczyk, Jr.

Director of Engineering

Intercontinental Management Corporation
8000 Ih 10 W Ste 250

San Antonio, TX 78230-3880

Final Thought:
“May your blessings outnumber
The shamrocks that grow,
And may trouble avoid you
Wherever you go.” - Irish Blessing

SEEAR

2012 Board of Directors

SESS

. Charles Mikolajczyk, Jr., CBE-M 341-0828
i President

g; Mike Halvorsen, CBE-M 669-3929
§ Ist Vice President

gé JR Uresti 216-0304
L 2nd Vice Pres/BOMA SA Representative

E Louis Vega 525-8228
§§ Secretary

|| Michael Copp 223-5700
g, Treasurer

Randy Cummings 394-6233

Vendor Representative Pro Tem

John Leifester 771-7081
| Education Director
i Kendal Langenberg 885-5194
3 Membership Chair
| Bob Beal 830-868-4749
Past President
| Melodie Goff 408-8135

Association Manager
(mg.assoc.mgmt@gmail.com)
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Next Meeting:
Wednesday, March 21
"CPS Energy Programs and Services for 2012"
Sponsored by CPS Energy

Upcoming Program:
Wednesday, April 18
“Air Duct Cleaning 101”
Sponsored by Blackmon Mooring

The SAABE Times is edited by MG Association Management.




