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Colonies San Felipe de Austin, Salado, Viesca, and Nashville

How Much Land Do You Get?


Essential Question: What attracts Immigrants?





Student Instructions:


Divide into groups based on the name of the colony on the incomplete land deed you received at the beginning of class San Felipe de Austin, Salado, Viesca, and Nashville.


Take turns rolling a die once to determine your marital status.  If you roll an even number you will be married.  If you roll an odd number you will not be married.  Indicate your marital status on your land deed.


Take turns rolling a die to determine the number of children you will have.  The number you roll will directly reflect the number of children you will have.  Record the number of children on your deed.


Take turns rolling a die to determine the number of slaves you will have.  The number you roll will directly reflect the number of slaves you will have.  Record the number of slaves on your deed.


Based on your marital status and number of children and slaves determine how much land you are eligible for and record the total acreage on your deed.  


Multiply your acreage by 12.5 cents to determine how much you owe Stephen Austin for your land deed.


On the large map of your colony each square is ten aquare acres.  Using a uniquely colored marker from others in your group shade in an area that is equal to the number of acres you received.  Put your name in the middle of your shaded area.  Be careful not to overlap someone else’s shaded area of acreage.





Read this article excerpt from the Handbook of Texas about colonization laws. This information explains how the amount of land granted to settlers is determined.





“He proposed to grant to each head of a family 640 acres in his own right, 320 acres in virtue of his wife, 160 acres for each child, and 80 acres for each slave. Austin's compensation for service in obtaining land, duly surveyed and with title delivered at his expense, was to be at the rate of 12 ½ cents an acre. “ 





Objectives: 2 – Know Moses Austin, Stephen F. Austin, and Juan Seguín and their roll in the colonization of Texas (TEK2C)








Enduring Understanding: People are meant to be Free.





Concepts and Principles: Immigration and Colonization





Facts to Know: Empresarios, Stephen Austin





Skills Practiced





Demonstrates: ability to interpret colonization laws  





Applies: Use knowledge of colonization laws to determine property rights on a map





Interpersonal: Cooperatively works in a group to accurately divide land amongst the students.
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