Last week, 


we heard the Great Commission of Jesus, 



to go and make disciples of all nations, 




baptizing them in the name of the father son and holy ghost 




and to follow all that Jesus had taught the disciples.  

After spending 2.5 years in Matthew, 


preaching 


and for you hearing all that Matthew taught, 



I found myself asking the question from the pulpit, 




“Why are we not doing this?”  



After all, 




all power and authority had been given to Jesus 




and Jesus promised to be with us to the end of the age.  

So as I was wrestling with, 


“why did I not trust Jesus enough to live this out fully 


and maybe you are not living it out fully either, 



I asked, 



is there another person who struggled to live out God's call on their life?  

Of course, being a child of Sunday School stories, 


Jonah and the whale came to mind.  

So I am gong to spend the next six weeks, 


working through Jonah, 



almost a chapter at a time.  




We will conclude by December 1.  

But we are going to look at Jonah, 


not only because he did not follow when first called, 


but also because when he did finally follow, 



he did not follow with the heart that Jesus has called us to 




in the course of living in Matthew.  

While the silver lining in Jonah's inability and stubbornness 


is that God used him anyway, 

we are called to avoid being Jonah's 


and instead be follower's of Jesus and his way.

So what do we know about Jonah?  


We know his name means “dove,” 



so he was supposed to bring peace to the people.  

The story is set during the reign of Jereboam the II 


between 786-746 BC.  



We know this from 2 Kings 14:25, 




where Jonah is mentioned preaching to Israel, 





telling them to repent.  


During Jereboam's reign, 



the nation of Israel had regained some land in Samaria, 



but this put a false confidence upon the land that they were untouchable.  


The only real threat that remained was the Assyrians, 



where Ninevah was located 



and the nation who would soon destroy the nation of Israel 




and take them into Exile.

So you can quickly understand Jonah's issues with going to Ninevah.  


They were his enemy.  



We often want our enemies to stumble and fall, 




despite what Jesus calls us to do in loving them.  



But this rebellious heart 




is the larger metaphor 




or lesson to the nation of Israel and us.  

God had called them to be a light to the Gentiles, 


so that other nations might know God's love.  

But they had instead done what we as God's people often do.  


They turned inward 


and thought that God's love and favor was only for them.  

Because how much could God love?  


Was there enough to go around?  

I wondered the same questions after having Eva.  


Would I be able to love another child as much as I loved Eva?  


I now feel foolish for thinking that there is a limit to love.

So we hear in Jonah's call to go to Ninevah 


the basic call of God's people 



to go to the nations and be a light to them.  


He is to go to Ninevah and be a light.  



To call them to repent.  

Part of the reason Jonah does not want to go, 


is that they are wicked people, 



but God may show them mercy.  

This is one of the first reasons we are given, 


that we may not want to go and share the great commission.  

What would life be like 


if our enemies actually became our brothers and sisters in Christ?  

We have spent a great deal of energy 


building up walls and barriers, 



reasons to not be a part of our enemies circle.  

What would happen if that was all wiped away?  


Who could we be angry at?  

We use all kinds of ways to identify ourselves, 


and in the process 



merge with some people 



and put ourselves at odds with others.  




Conservative and Liberal, 




Republican and Democrat, 




Boy and Girl, 




Seasonal and Year Round, 




Christian and Non-Christian.  

Our identity 

and our standing with one another 


is wrapped up in this title, 



just as being a child of God.

Being a child of Abraham 

and following the laws of Moses 


was wrapped up in the Jewish people's identity 



and made them not want to allow anyone else to say 




they were a child of God.  

But when we pick a title that is inclusive of everyone 


with no one left out, 



like child of God, 

the Great Commission leaves no room to ignore it.  


They are family, 



you have to tell them.

Jonah was not refusing to be a prophet as well.  


We have already seen that he prophesied to Israel,




about the land being restored by King Jeroboam 





to the nation of Israel.  


So he was willing to do the work of a prophet, 



but he like us,




 just wanted to pick where he worked.  

The second reason we struggle fulfilling the great commission.  


We want to control where we share this good news.  


We will talk about how God provided mightily during the prayers of the people.  



Will we do the same at work, 




with people who are not like us 




or who don't know God?  

Well, 


which one needs to hear about God acting mightily more?  



Yes, 




your brother or sister in Christ can always be encouraged, 



but the one who doesn't have faith in Jesus needs to hear more.  

Tarshish, 


while not part of the land of Israel, 



had great promise and value in the average person's mind.  

It was a place where gold, silver, and other precious metals were found 


and brought to the world.  

The same human longing that brought thousands to Alaska for the gold rush 


also existed earlier under the name of Tarshish.  



There was money, 



resources, 



fine things in Tarshish.  

Which we see that Jonah was used to from the text.  


The Sunday School 


and our normal understanding of how boat transportation works is, 



you buy a ticket 



and go on the schedule of the boat.  

But that is not what Jonah did.  


He came to Joppa 



and paid to have the whole boat under his wishes.  

Jonah not only wanted to be in control of where he preached, 


he also wanted to set the speed of how fast he go there.


The Hebrew Grammar gives us hints that this is the case, 


but the our English translations 



and experience send us a different way.  

I would encourage you to try and hear that Jonah 


went to the town of Joppa 



and created a scene out of the Pirates of the Carribbean.  


Walking into a tavern on the sea front,



 full of sailors enjoying land for the first time in months,  


“I need to go to Tarshish tonight, 



who is willing to take me?”  




And then a bag of gold is thrown down on the table.  



He is soon on a boat headed to Tarshish.  

This scenario helps the rest of the scenario make sense.  


Why Jonah is sleeping while the storm arises, 


why the sailors all have heard his story already.  



He had to convince them to undertake the 12 month trip to Spain 




and do it that day.  



And Money helps all of that happen.

So while Tarshish is in the direct opposite direction of Ninevah, 


it was also easier to love.  



It had wealth like Jonah had wealth.  



It was far away from Jonah's peer's, 




but even if they did hear about it, 





at least he wasn't preaching God's love to his enemies.  

Ninevah was almost a fictional utopia, 


while Ninevah's issues were well known. 

Just as it is easier to seem to care for the children in Ethiopia 


than it is to care for the family struggling across the street.  

Those that we know, 


we have seen the decisions that they have made 



that lead to their situation.  

But people in Ethiopia, 


it is much easier to assign blame to circumstances beyond our control.  

So Jonah goes to those he can relate to, 


because he can form them in his own image 



instead of who they really are.

And then we come to the reality check 


for trying to follow Jonah's ministry pattern 



and running away from God's plan 



and offering him a better revised ministry plan.  

One that has taken into account the fact our mighty, 


omnipotent,



 God missed.  

When we think we have a better plan than God 


and go to carry it out, 



a storm arises.  

Jonah thought he could run away from God 


and his calling



 and get away with it, 


because he was still doing Godly things.  



He was going to go to Tarshish 



and let them know what God thought.  

He headed out to the sea, 


went down to the cabin beneath the water's surface, 



and fell asleep 




to get even further away from God,

 and despite all the money at his disposal, 


God still reached Jonah.

How did God reach Jonah?  


First through those who Jonah was supposed to be reaching out to.  



Those that did not know God's love and plan for their lives.  



But they were searching.  

Just as there are no athiests in foxholes, 


there also are no experienced sailors 



who do not realize that there is a higher power at work in the world.  

The sailors had taken all the steps they could do by their own power.  


They had called on their gods, 


had tossed goods over, 


cast-lots, 


and tried rowing with all their might.  

But Jonah knew he was the issue.  



He was trying to run away from God 



and his calling on his life.  

And God does not let us go, 


but chases us down, because we are too precious to let slip away.  

Not because of what we can do, 


but simply because we are His.

God can not be run from.  


As we see, 



when we do run, 


he will nonetheless use our actions for his glory.  

God uses Jonah's rebellion 


to call these sailors to worship him.  

They called first upon their false gods with no response, 


Then, 



when they were ready to disregard societal norms 



and follow God's commands, 




the storm stopped.  

I am not recommending throwing people off the ferry 


whenever the seas get rough.  

But these men were willing to obey the Lord, 


even when nothing lined up with the world they knew.  

And when the tossed Jonah over 


and the storm stopped, 



they worshipped the Lord.  


They worshipped, 


made sacrifices 


and vows to the Lord.  

They followed God's commands 


and wonderful things only God  can do happened.

Which brings us to our final reason in this passage 


why we don't follow the great commission.  

Because God things can't be planned or controlled. 


 God working in grand marvellous ways 



makes it clear we are not the ones doing it.  


We will have to now deal with more things, 



change the way we act, 



have a different routine, 



or give up some of our power.  

What would happen if God brought another 50 people to this church this winter?  


What would have to change?  

If God brought all of those young families here with their children.  


What would have to change?  

While wonderful, 


life here could not remain what it has been the last 12 years.  

Do we want it to remain the same?  


If yes.  



Then we can continue to not fully live into the great commission.  


If no, 



then we need to start living into that commission with all that we are 



and stop running from God with parts of our life.  

The choice is ours.
