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P r esid en t ’s C o lu m n
The occasional cool mornings and shortening days are a welcome sign that Fall weather is not far off. As I
look ahead to repotting everything in my greenhouse early next year, I've decided to switch to Orchiata
bark.
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Orchiata is used almost exclusively by all the growers in Hawaii, and is now available to us in the
continental U.S. Most of you got a small sample pack in your goody bag from our orchid show last May.
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Why am I making the switch? The bark most of us are currently using, Rexius brand fir bark, just doesn't
last very long. After a year, you will see definite decomposition, and after two years there is major
decomposition. I repot all my paphs every year, and most everything else every other year. This is time
consuming and expensive. And, I believe my plants would grow better in a more stable medium. Here is
a link to a video of a grower friend of mine in Hawaii, Graham Wood, talking about his experience with
Orchiata bark: http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=r3EhFyGekkM .
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Orchiata is the bark from the Pinus radiata tree, and comes from New Zealand. It lasts much longer than
fir bark, even up to five years or more before significant decomposition occurs. It is aged to extend its life
and has magnesium and calcium added to it to help maintain a suitable pH. And I have read and heard
many, many growers affirm how well their orchids grow in this stuff. So I am going to make the switch.
Ordering a whole pallet of multiple bags of bark is much less expensive than ordering a few bags, so I
want to try to get an order together with any of you who are interested. The bags are 40-liter size, the
same size as the big bags of fir bark we have gotten previously from BWI. And, since this would be a large
wholesale order, the price for the orchiata is very reasonable. Yes, it is a bit more expensive than the fir
bark, but when I consider how long it will last, I think it will be more economical in the long run. To
compare prices, check out Firstrays.com, where he is selling Orchiata for $35 a bag, PLUS shipping.
Changing your growing medium is a big step, and not something to take lightly. It is true that "If it ain't
broke, don't fix it". I have decided to switch based on the recommendations of many growers, dozens of
articles and online forum threads, and my experience with plants I've purchased that were originally
growing in Orchiata bark. But, every grower's conditions are different, and what works for one person
may not work for another.
The prices below are wholesale prices, without shipping. Shipping cost is based on an estimate, and will
be no more than $6 per each bag, but may be less.
There are four sizes of the bark, with suggested uses:
Classic #9 -- 3/8" pieces -- use for seedlings -- $14.60
Power #5 -- 1/2" pieces -- use in pots smaller than 6" in diameter --$14.20
Power #5A -- 3/4" pieces -- use in pots 6" in diameter and larger --$13.63
Super #7 -- 1" pieces -- use in very large pots or with plants needing a very coarse medium -- $13.51
If you want to order Orchiata bark, email me at swamprad@gmail.com no later than Tuesday, September
27th, and let me know how many bags of which size bark you would like. If we have enough people
interested, I will place the order and have the bags at the October meeting for you to pick up.

See you Sunday afternoon!
--Mark
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2011 C alen d ar
Jan.

1/23

2:00

Feb.

2/27

Francisco Miranda

Laelias of Brazil

from Miranda’s Orchids

MBG

2:00

Leo Schordje

mirandaorchids.com

The Everblooming Orchid Collection
schordje.com

MBG

Mar. 3/27

2:00

Apr.

4/17

Peter Lin

Dendrobium Species

from Diamond Orchids

MBG

2:00

Forrest Brem

diamondorchids.com

Carnivorous Plants

MBG

May

5/20 – 22

Holiday Inn Select

June 6/26

Mid-America Orchid Congress / MOS Show
I-240 & Poplar / 5795 Poplar Avenue 38119

midamericanorchids.org

2:00

Bill Thoms

Bulbophyllums

2:00

Sam Tsui

Paphiopedilums

MBG

July

7/24

from Orchid Inn Ltd.

MBG

Aug. 8/28

orchidinnusa.com

2:00

O r c h id Sw a p

1:30

G r een G r o w er s
with Paul Garner

2:00

Brenda Oviatt

MBG

Sept. 9/25
MBG

Sept. 9/25
Oct.
Nov.
Dec.

M o u n t in g
& R a ft in g

Angraecoids

MBG

from Botanica Ltd.

10/23 2:00

Susan Young

MBG

from Memphis Orchid Society

11/27 2:00

Fred Clarke

MBG

from Sunset Valley Orchids

12/18 2:00

Christmas Party

www.botanicaltd.com

Peru
Catasetinae Species & Their Cultivation
sunsetvalleyorchids.com

MBG
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Angraecum platycornu

Angraecoid Orchids
Keeping a Piece of Nature Alive
This presentation will include cultural advice for growing Angraecoids
and features many images of species not readily available that are
critically endangered in nature.
Botanica Ltd. is owned and operated by Bill Nerison (architect) and
Brenda Oviatt (graphic artist).
They began growing orchids in 1983 and over time their growing has
evolved from a hobby into a two part business. One half of the
business involves growing and selling orchids (primarily species) to
other interested growers. The other half of the business is focused
on the ex-situ propagation of endangered angraecoids and the
education of hobbyists and growers concerned with the plight of many
species of plants and animals from Africa and Madagascar.
Photos by Ronny Young
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E r ic K u h n el
H eat To l er a n t C y m b id iu m s
With the onset of spiking season for standard cymbidiums, I have switched to bloom
formula fertilizer: 6-30-30. Due to the unusually hot summer weather, and now cool
nights, it will be interesting to see what both standard cymbidiums and heat tolerant
cymbidiums will do. Cymbidium Kanran 'Album' x ensifolium 'Album' has spiked again,
three months after the last spikes formed. This year, a zygopetalum spiked earlier, by
three months, than any other zygo or standard cymbidium during the last 10 years.
Also I noted that after the extremely hot summer weather, new growth had come to a
standstill despite frequent watering and fertilizer applications. Hopefully that will pick up
again before the winter season sets in.

Eric Kuhnel
ericfishing@comcast.net

Photos by Eric Kuhnel
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Photos by Eric & Susan Kuhnel

Cymbidium Kanran 'Album' x ensifolium 'Album'

T H e D et lin g R epo r t
We had no visitors at the August meeting (i.e. of the human type), but we did have
34 members bringing plenty of orchid visitors “just a lookin’ for a home”.
It appeared most left with more new plants than they had expected.
This seems like a good time to insert a picture of three of our newest members
enjoying their first ‘orchid swap.’ David Potts is on the left with Don and Rory
Theeuwes at center and right.
We look forward to seeing you all at the September meeting.

Bill and Nancy

Photo by the Detlings
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AOS Recommends for October

Weather It’s Cold Or…

Thomas Mirenda, orchid collection specialist at the
Smithsonian Institution suggests in the September issue of
Orchids that with the shortening of the days, photoperiod sensitive orchids such as catasetums,
phalaenopsis, labiata-type cattleyas, and standard hard
cane dendrobiums may start to spike. When this happens,
plant growth tends to slow and there is a decreased need
for water. Check your plants to make sure they are not
getting waterlogged!

After musing last month about Memphis'
three days of temperatures at over
100°F, John Stubbings of Clown Alley
Orchids in Houston noted that through
August 24th, every day was at or above
100°F in Houston with more of the same
expected through the end of the month.
That made me feel much cooler... We
did finish August without any more days
at 100 but came close a couple of times.

The current AOS Newsletter carried an article regarding
varying the types of insecticides (based on chemical
family) used for treating orchids to lessen the chance of
the bugs developing resistance to the chemical family.
Remember, when using insecticides, fungicides or other
chemicals on your orchids, use those that have been
tested and approved for use on orchids or succulents.
This information can be found in the 'use on' section of
the label. When in doubt, call the manufacturer customer
service number found on the label and discuss your
intended usage of their product. If they don't think the
product is OK for use on orchids, ask for a
recommendation.
Chuck Pintner

Carter and Holmes Order
If there is enough interest, I'll put together an order for
the MOS to Carter and Holmes. We get a 25% discount
if the order is for $200 or more. There's a 5% packaging
charge plus the actual cost of shipping. Check out the new
C&H Fall 2011 Catalog or on line at
www.carterandholmes.com.
Please give me your order in writing. Be sure to include
the orchid name, catalog number, pot size (if pertinent)
and the price. E-mail your order to chuckpsinboxorchidinfo@yahoo.com
I would like to complete the order by the next meeting;
call me if you have any questions.
Thanks,
Chuck Pintner
901-755-7742

Now, what can we expect for October?
Local weather records show the month’s
average high is 74 and average low of
54. Record high was 85 in 2007 and
record low of 25 in 1952. Temperature
ranges in 2010 were 73-91 for highs
and 38-67 for lows with 11 days below
50°F.
If your orchids are outside, you should
be seriously thinking about bringing
them inside or protecting them from the
cooler temperatures. When preparing
them for bringing them inside, don't
forget to treat for slugs, ants,
cockroaches, and other vermin that like
to reside in the potting medium.
Chuck Pintner

Debra Talks Money
Would you like a Memphis Orchid
Society Name Tag? The cost is $7.00 for
a pin tag and $9.00 for a magnet tag.
Do you need MSU fertilizer? Still have
some for sale at $3.00 per bag.

See me at the meeting!
Debra Baker
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S H o w S t o p!
The Alabama Orchid Society hosted a splendid show at the
Birmingham Botanic Gardens 16-18 September.
Below is the Heart of Dixie Orchid Society Exhibit from
Huntsville which won the American Orchid Society
and Orchid Digest show trophies.

Photos by Charles and Susan Wilson
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Approximately 260 orchids were entered among 11
exhibits. About 24 individual orchids were pulled for AOS
evaluation and 5 awards were made to 4 plants.
Regretfully Memphis was not able to participate with an
exhibit, but we thought our members would enjoy seeing
the show.
Charles and Susan Wilson

