Grace Lutheran Church, Everett, WA

April 2022

DOES GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH MAKE A DIFFERENCE?
Does Grace Lutheran Church make a difference here in Everett, Washington? That is a difficult question.
However, if you were here on Easter, your answer was right in front of your eyes.
On Easter Sunday, we baptized three people: Sean Kiaer, Kari Griffin, and Kelly Jo Taylor. Each of these people has a
unique story, but perhaps the most unique one is that of Kelly Jo Taylor.
I was putting on my alb and standing in my office doorway when a couple entered, one I had not seen before. I greeted
them, and shook hands with them.
their first time visiting there.
replied.
Immediately, I realized all of us were about to witness something special.
Mary had told me she had become estranged from Kelly roughly 15 years ago. She had been praying for her every day
for years leading up to
heard of her desire to see Kelly again.

This place of worship is bringing people together. That is certainly the case with Kelly and Mary. In the last fifteen
years, Kelly had only been here one time.
to this story though something Kelly did not know. Sometime between the time Kelly came here 15 years
ago and in late 2020, Mary and Ron AKA, Gus (great story there ask Ron about that one) had left Grace. They went
to one church after another. Yet they were not satisfied. On December 24, 2020, we received Ron and Mary back as
members here at Grace.
Because Kelly had been estranged from her mom, she had no way of knowing that. God had to work on the first part of
the puzzle getting Ron and Mary back here because He knew something none of us could have known: on April 3,
2022, Kelly would come here looking to be reunited with her mom.
Now do you understand how import it was to receive Ron and Mary back as members on Christmas Eve 2020? Without
that piece of the puzzle in place, the other could not have taken place. On Easter Sunday, Kelly was baptized.
was right, the Holy Spirit led her back here to a place she had not been in many years to be reunited with her mom.
Wh
does when every son or daughter of His who has strayed looks forward to in His heart! He desires to be reunited with
each one of His children. This place may seem insignificant to some. However, God is reuniting with Hi children who
have become estranged from Him here. Because of the sacrifice of Jesus and His resurrection, these types of reunions

to set you free;
There no sin that you can imagine that is stronger than My love;

Grace is the place where God desires to be reunited with many of His children! --Pastor Anderson
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Exploring the Future
April 12, 2022
Grace Lutheran Church from its inception has fallen short of reaching the mature lifecycle stage of a
Church; operating its Ministry activities at a consistently high level. Looking back at least 20 years, Grace has
not been able to connect to the community in a way that touches the churched, the unchurched or lost within
reach of 8401 Holly Drive. Specifically, over the past 12 years Grace has not been able make inroads into the
community and has been in a painful state of decline.
In 2017 we conducted a self-assessment process that caused us to study the spiritual strength of our
members and our commitment to the Mission and Ministry work at Grace. Pastor Art Werfelmann led us
through a series of bible studies and video workshop to help us focus on the future. We received and reviewed
the demographics surveys provided by LCEF. We also spoke with other local LCMS Congregations about dual
parish ministry or shared pastoral support.
In 2019 we submitted the names of Pastoral Candidates nominated by our members to the Northwest
District President along with our Self Study.
In June 2019 we received a response from Rev. Dr. Paul Linnemann, Northwest District President with his
observations, and recommendations regarding candidates for us to consider in the Call process. It was rightly delivered with
this message, it is important for me to share some concern about your ability to support a full-time pastor
We moved forward with the process of prayerfully considering the candidate profiles provided and contacted
many of the men we felt could be a good fit. Some of our conversations included a discussion of dual parish
ministry.
In early October we met to select a candidate to call. Pastor Richard Davenport from Ohio, was selected. He
took a small amount of time to consider the Call and declined.
Shortly after we re-convened to review and select another candidate. Pastor Mark Anderson was selected
unanimously on the first ballot. Pastor Anderson accepted our invitation to visit Everett before he gave us an
answer. - He began leading our worship services in December and he was installed in January 2020.
Just like all types of organizations in the area, Covid19 has not been kind to Grace. Our efforts to recover
and revitalize a Church Body at Grace has left the leadership and the limited number of members at Grace to
consider how to transform the value of the resources we are task to manage as good and faithful servants into
something that works for the greater Glory of God and the Body of Christ. Shortly after we re-convened to
review and select another candidate. Pastor Mark Anderson was selected unanimously on the first ballot.
Pastor Anderson accepted our invitation to visit Everett before he gave us an answer. - He began leading our
worship services in December and he was installed in January 2020.
Just like all types of organizations in the area, Covid19 has not been kind to Grace. Our efforts to recover
and revitalize a Church Body at Grace has left the leadership and the limited number of members at Grace to
consider how to transform the value of the resources we are task to manage as good and faithful servants into
something that works for the greater Glory of God and the Body of Christ.
Just like people, Churches and non-profit organizations, are conceived, given life, grow into adolescence,
mature, peak, begin to decline and return to dust. The early Churches of the New Testament no longer exist as
they were conceived, but the Word of God and the Body of Christ persist. Our church building is not the
singular place where we can be in the presence of God to give thanks, and praise and worship Him.
Grace is in the Terminal stage of its lifecycle, and in fact it is in the Hospice stage of its existence. The past
life of Grace as a Congregation should be celebrated, and those people who loved and worked for it should be
allowed to grieve, but also to rejoice in working to create a legacy that converts the resources into new life in
the Church.
It is clearly understood that the member body of a congregation sets its mission and ministry direction, and
the members of the Synod provide input and advice walking together for the Greater Glory of God and His
Church. Trusting in the Lord and the power of the Holy Spirit is key.

The ground, the Church property, is not where our treasures should be stored up. Resources of a
dying congregation should be released to support the full body of Christ. Over the next few months,
we will consider how the property assets can be best deployed for the long term and the lasting Mission
and Ministry work of the church.
Mike Ryan, President, Grace Lutheran Church
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The Empty Tomb
the empty borrowed tomb

Jesus Christ is risen today
The secured stone was rolled away
For nonbelievers to believe in
Peter John and Mary came early in the day
See this is where

body lay

His body was not meant to stay
The curse of sin cause him to di
For all of

lies

The perfect sinless lamb was slain

Death has now lost its sting
Bringing all believers eternal spring
On Good Friday the Lamb of GOD died
Only a few followers cried

Jesus paid all that the law required

It is empty.
--David Weber
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COVID-19: What Has Changed
You can gather indoors with fully vaccinated people with a mask.
You can gather indoors with unvaccinated people from one other household (for example, visiting
with relatives who all live together) without masks, unless any of those people or anyone they live
with has an increased risk for severe illness from COVID-19.
-19, you do not need to stay away from others or get
tested unless you have symptoms.
o However, if you live in a group setting (like a correctional or detention facility or group home)
and are around someone who has COVID-19, you should still stay away from others for 14 days

You should still take steps to protect yourself and others in many situations, like wearing a mask,
staying at least 6 feet apart from others, and avoiding crowds and poorly ventilated spaces. Take these
precautions whenever you are:
o In public
o Gathering with unvaccinated people from more than one other household
o Visiting with an unvaccinated person who is at increased risk of severe illness or death from
COVID-19 or who lives with a person at increased risk
You should still avoid medium or large-sized gatherings, especially inside.
requirements and recommendations.
You should still watch out for symptoms of COVID-19
is sick. If you have symptoms of COVID-19, you should get tested and stay home and away from others.

March 21, 2022, Governor Inslee has declared that the facemask ban will be lifted. If you
wish to continue to wear one, you may do so. If you wish to no longer wear one, that is

UPDATE: Governor Inslee has removed the indoor mask
mandate beginning March 11, 2022, at 11:59PM. That means
we are free to not wear a mask beginning next Sunday.
WE ARE HEADED BACK TO NORMAL!
PRAISE GOD!
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Sunday
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9:00 HS Sunday School
10:00 Worship Service
With Holy Communion

Thursday

Saturday

Friday

1

5

7

8

9

ELDERS
6:30 PM

MASK MANDATE
LIFTED11:59 PM
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11
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CHURCH
COUNCIL
6:30
PM
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14

15

16

17
8:30 EASTER BREAKFAST

18

19

20

21
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23

25

26

27

28

29

30

10:00 Worship Service

EASTER SUNDAY

24 9:00 HS Sunday School
10:00 Worship Service
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LWML Mission Statement:
As Lutheran Women in Mission, we joyfully proclaim Christ, support missions, and equip
women to honor God by serving others.
The Lutheran Women's Missionary League Washington-Alaska District is funding eight
mission grants for the 2020-2022 biennium.
Our fiscal year ends March 31, 2022. Your contributions before the end of March are great appreciated in
reaching our total mite goal of $160,000. which includes our district and t wenty-five (25) percent

going to national LWML to help fund their mission grants.
Please visit our district webpage at wa-aklwml.org for a list of grants and news about
the LWML women in our district.
The current national LWML fiscal year is April 1, 2021-March 31, 2023. Their mission
goal is $2,150,000.
Amounts received as of January 31, 2022, is $1,119,686.94. LWML webpage is lwml.org.
A list of mission grants is in the narthex. Thank you for placing your donations in the
mite box at church.

Marilee Ryan, President
LWML Washington-Alaska District
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The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
LCMS Stewardship Ministry
Newsletter Article January 2022

that we could not exist without those who have gone before us and are alongside us. God has given us forefathers in family, country,
and faith. We are recipients of what God worked through them. We know that God provides for our well-being through these means.
He gives us farmers and ranchers of all sorts so that we can eat. But more than that God created and gave us all the things that those
farmers and ranchers cultivate. He gave us the corn, the beans, the wheat, the cows for milking, the steers for grilling. He gave each
of those things, properties for our nourishment and sustenance. Without God creating and instilling in those things their taste and
their nutritional value, we would not exist.
He gives us doctors, surgeons, nurses, and hospitals. He gives us medicine and medical instruments. Again, he gave us all things that
go into making those medicines and medical instruments. He instilled in those things the properties that can be utilized for that
purpose. Without God creating and instilling those healing properties into those things, and without God creating the ability within
man to find this out and press it into service of our medical needs, we would not enjoy the kind of health we do now.
abor of
of the tribe
of Judah; and he has filled him with the Spirit of God, with skill, with intelligence, with knowledge, and with all craftsmanship, to
devise artistic designs, to work in gold and silver and bronze, in cutting stones for setting, and in carving wood, for work in every
:30 34)
And one step back from that, He has created and given us hands. And attached to those hands are arms with strength. He created us
with minds in order to make those arms and hands move to accomplish the work set before us. And He has given us reason and
senses. That mind, because of the reason God has instilled in it, is able to work through difficult problems before we press those arms
and hands into labor. It allows us to grapple with concepts and run through scenarios instead of having to experience every situation
personally. It allows us to learn from the mistakes as well as the accomplishments of others. This can be done for our entire body, all
his is
what we confess in the First Article of the Creed when we say that we believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth.
l wellbeing. That He sent His son to die and be raised on the third day for our justification. That He delivers that justification through the
pastors and teachers, etc. Again, this could be expanded and expounded upon. So that literally everything that we have and
everything that we are in this life and the next is an inexpressible gift from God.
And it is for this, all of this, that we give thanks. And that is what stewardship is all about givin
To give thanks is more than having an attitude of gratitude, more than just a feeling in our hearts. It is an action. It begins in the heart,
Catechism, 16).
So give thanks to God for His inexpressible gift
deed.

for everything we have and everything we are. Do this not in word only but also in
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