"Sanctified"

Believers are sanctified through the one offering of Christ. They are holy
brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, sanctified through the offering of the
body of Christ, once for all. This is the foundation of their conformity to God; and
the more they are under the teaching of the Spirit the more they know of the things
that are freely given to them of God; the more are they renewed in the spirit of their
mind, and the better they understand that they are complete in Christ, and that He is
made of God unto them wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption.

James Haldane

"Daily Portion'" by J.C.Philpot

"Alas! for that day is great, so that none is like it--it is even the time of Jacob's
trouble; but he shall be saved out of it." —Jeremiah 30:7

This "day of trouble" is when sin is laid as a heavy burden upon a man's conscience;
when guilt presses him down into the dust of death, when his iniquities stare him in
the face, and seem more in number than the hairs of his head; when he fears he shall
be cast forever into the bottomless pit of hell, and have his portion with the
hypocrites.

This "day of trouble" is not literally a day, a portion of time meted out by the rising
or setting sun, a space of twenty-four hours. The hands of a clock, or the shadow of
a dial, cannot regulate spiritual troubles. A day here means a season, be it long or
short; be it a day, week, month, or year. And as the season cannot be measured in
length, so the trouble cannot be measured in depth.

The only wise God deals out various measures of affliction to his people. All do not
sink to the same depth, as all do not rise to the same height. All do not drink equally
deep of the cup; yet all, each in their measure, pass through this day of trouble,
wherein their fleshly religion is pulled to pieces, their self-righteousness marred,
their presumptuous hopes crushed, and they brought into the state of the leper, to
cry, "Unclean, unclean." Until a man has passed through this day of trouble, until he
has experienced more or less of these exercises of soul, and known guilt and
condemnation in his conscience; until he has struggled in this narrow pass, and had
his rags of creature righteousness torn away from him, he can know nothing
experimentally of the efficacy of Jesus' atoning blood, nor feel the power of Christ's
resurrection.
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Call To Worship

Once more, like children, we are come,
To banquet with our God;
May each one feel himself at home,
And feast upon Thy love. (REPEAT)

While we receive the bread and wine,
As emblems of Thy death,
Lord, raise each soul above the sign,
To feast on Christ by faith. (REPEAT)

[We would not come as strangers, Lord,
Who only see the sign,
But, as the objects of Christ's love,
Would feel we're one in Him.] (REPEAT)

Like free-born sons we would be free
From Every legal claim;
Praise Him who bought our liberty,
And ever with Him reign. (REPEAT)

(Words by William Gadsby)
(Tune: "All Things Work Out For Good", pg.267)

Remember In Prayer This Week:
Judy Ward; Cindy Brantly; Emily Dubose;

Devonne Lewis; Dusty Adams; Lydia Headrick

Important Information
Next Sunday, June 4th, I will be out of town on vacation with Pam. In my absence,

Bro.Aub Ward will be teaching my aduit Bible class, and Bro.Kenny Dyess will be
preaching for you in the worship hour. As the Lord directs, please remember to pray
for these men as they prepare to undertake this task, that our gracious God would
lead them to preach and teach those things that glorify Him as a "just God and a
Savior, exalt Christ as the only Savior of sinners, and exclude all boasting in human
flesh. Please strive to be here with the brethren to support these men as they labor
together in this Gospel ministry.
Bro.Richard

"A Great Deal Of Talk About Religion" by J.C.Philpot

How many there are who are mistaking the 'form of religion' for the power of it—
mistaking 'doctrines learned in the head' for the teachings of the Spirit in the soul!
There is a great deal of talk about religion—but how few know anything of—what
true religion is—the secret of vital godliness—the inward teachings and operations
of the Spirit upon the heart! Many men speak fluently enough of doctrines, and of
the blessed truths of the gospel. But what good can mere doctrines do for me—
unless they are sealed on my heart, and applied with divine power to my
conscience? Without this, the greatest truths can do me no good.

But when the Lord lays us low, puts us into the furnace, and drags us through the
waters—He shows us that true religion, vital godliness, is something deeper,
something more spiritual, something more supernatural, something that stands more
in the teachings of God the Spirit and His operation on the heart, than ever we
dreamt of before we entered upon the trial. We might have had the clearest views of
doctrinal truth—and yet these were but 'dim notions floating in the head,' before we
came into the furnace. But these things now are seen in a different light, and felt in a
totally different manner. What before was but a doctrine—becomes now a most
certain truth. And what before was but a sound sentiment—is now sealed as a living
reality in experience.

As the Lord, then, brings us into the dust, He strips away our 'mere notional,
doctrinal religion." He begins to open up to our heart the real nature of vital
godliness—that it is something deeper, something more spiritual, something more
powerful, something more experimental than anything we have ever yet known—
that it consists in the teachings and leadings of God the Spirit in the conscience. As
soon as this is felt, it strips a man of everything he has learned in the flesh—and
brings him down to the dust of death. And when brought there, the blessed Spirit
opens up the truths of the gospel in a way he had never known before. Many people
know the truth in the letter—but how few by the teachings and operations of God
the Spirit in the heart! They have sound views of the way of salvation—but it has
never been wrought out with a mighty power into their soul. They have clear heads
—but their hearts are not broken into contrition and godly sorrow. Their minds are
well-instructed in the truths of the gospel—but these truths have not been
communicated by an unction from the Holy One.

Until a man is made to see the emptiness of a mere profession—to have his free-
will stripped and purged away—and to be brought out of that empty religion so
generally current—and is broken down into humility at the footstool of divine
mercy—he will not feel the power, the reality, the sweetness, and the blessedness of
the overwhelming love of God displayed in the gospel. Until the soul is thus
stripped—until the vessel is thus emptied—these things cannot be known—nor is it
in a condition to receive the glorious riches of free grace. Until the dross and tin is
removed from the heart—the pure metal cannot shine. Until this chaff is blown
away—the wheat lies heaped up in one confused mass on the threshing floor. The
Lord, therefore, will test His work on the heart—for He is a jealous God, and He
will not give His glory to another—but reserves to Himself, His prerogative of
sovereign mercy, and of saving to the uttermost.



