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Class of 2022
Jennifer Aquino
Carl Erickson
Diane Hull

Rev. Erin Hayes-Cook
Lorinda Ravo
Al Ravo
Deborah Gulick Shepherd
Kim Newton
Mary Lightfoot

2022 SESSION
Class of 2023
Class of 2024
Geof Gohlich
Bruce Bergman
Sharon Heil
Michelle Cameron
Dottie Kappers
MaryAnn Simmons
Clerk of Session: Donna Erickson

2022 BOARD OF DEACONS
Class of 2022
Ellen Bergman
Carol Miller
Chris Roguso

Class of 2023
Gilles Djongang
Jackie Hammel
Lorinda Ravo

Class of 2024
Pat Gohlich
Jeanette Hendershot
Justin Simmons

2022 HEAVEN SENT NURSERY SCHOOL BOARD OF
TRUSTEES
OFFICE: 852-2006
Director: Jen Bujno
Ved Fernandez - 2022
Jen Aquino
- 2023
Pam Venturini - 2024
Abby Melvin
- HS Parent
Kaitlyn Elliot - HS Parent
Sharon Heil
- Session Rep
Rev. Erin Hayes-Cook, ex-officio

MAY
BIRTHDAYS
2:
6:

8:
10:
11:
17:
21:
22:
23:
24:
25:
26:
30:
31:

Jessica Dartnell
Ava Snyder
John Mark Wojcicki
Donald Luques
Addison Stymacks
Nellie Creagar
Charles Lee
Gabriel Roguso
Brian Wallace
Geof Gohlich
Carol Hammell
John O’Brien
Carol Spitzer
Lauren DelPlato
Heather Melendez
Deanna Annunziata
Austin Stone
Meg Slachetka
Rose Green

MAY ANNIVERSARIES
10: Scott & Donna Annunziata
15: Jeff & Suzanne Raphaels
Chris & Sara Kshatri
19: Mark & Winnie Slachetka
20: Jeff & Kim Newton
21: Michael & Ginny Plumbo
23: Dan & Linda Gardner
28: Anthony & Eileen Curcio

CONGRATULATIONS
TO ALL!

PRAYER LIST

Please keep the following in
your prayers:
Gwenn and Louis Bartku
Joan Beddow
Chrissy Boyce
The Brodo Family
Mary Brodt
Eris Bunnel
Churches throughout the U.S.
The Colello family
Richard Clegg
College Students
Barbara Courtright
Jan Courtright
Barbara and Craig DeBoer
Christopher and Nancy DelPlato
FPCH
Friends of FPCH
Dan Gardner
Samantha Gardner
Roger George (father of Gwen
Bartku)
The Family of Herman
Granitzski
Terry Gretchen
Maikuu congregation,
Kibwezi Kenya
Members of the Armed Forces
Edna Ort
Barbara Pace, niece of the
Prestopines
Shirley Pennington
Carol Spitzer
Students in the community
Teachers and Nurses in schools
Those who are food insecure
Those struggling with
addictions
Those recovering from COVID
Those recovering from surgery

DATES TO REMEMBER: MAY 2022
01:
01:
05:
08:
10:
12:
14:
14:
14:
15:
17:
19:
22:

24:
26:
29:

30:

Sunday:Worship and Communion - 10 AM; in person and live
stream through our Facebook page; rehearsal - Unity Chimers 1111:15 AM
Meeting of Committee: Summer Fun for Kids - 11:15 AM
Upward Ensemble rehearsal - 6 PM; FPCH Ringers Chime Choir
rehearsal - 6:30 PM in the Music Room (NOTE: Masks Optional)
Worship - 10 AM; in person and live stream through our Face
book page; rehearsal - Joyful Noise Bell Choir 10:45-11 AM
Stated Meeting of the Presbytery 7-9 pm via Zoom. Please
RSVP by noon on May 9th.
Upward Ensemble rehearsal - 6 PM; FPCH Ringers Chime Choir
rehearsal - 6:30 PM in the Music Room (NOTE: Masks Optional)
Clothing Drive - 9 AM - 11 AM in the church parking lot
Church Grounds Cleanup - 10 AM-1 PM
Free Community Dinner (Ham with potato and vegetable) 5:30 PM at the Chapel
Worship - 10 AM; in person and live stream through our
Facebook page; Sunday School; rehearsals - Joyful Noise
Bell Choir 10:45-11 AM and Unity Chimers 11-11:15 AM
Session Meeting - 6:30 PM
Upward Ensemble rehearsal - 6 PM; FPCH Ringers Chime Choir
rehearsal - 6:30 PM in the Music Room (NOTE: Masks Optional)
Sunday Worship - 10 AM; in person and live stream
through our Facebook page; last day of Sunday School;
rehearsals - Joyful Noise Bell Choir 10:45-11 AM and Unity
Chimers 11-11:15 AM
Deacon’s Meeting - 6:30 PM
FPCH Ringers Chime Choir rehearsal - 6:30 PM in the Music
Room (NOTE: Masks Optional)
Sunday Worship - 10 AM; in person and live
stream through our Facebook page; Sunday
School; rehearsals - Joyful Noise Bell Choir
10:45-11 AM and Unity Chimers 11-11:15 AM
Memorial Day Parade - 9 AM -1 PM

A NOTE FROM OUR PASTOR
Dear Friends,
Jesus says, “I am the true vine, and my Father is the
vinegrower. 2 He removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every
branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 3 You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in me
as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it
abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 5 I am the vine,
you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much
fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. 6 Whoever does not abide
in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7 If you abide in me, and my words
abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 My
Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples. 9 As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my
love. 10 If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I
have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 11 I have said
these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be
complete.” John 15:1-11
Jesus repeatedly uses the image of seeds, vines, and trees to describe the reign of God on earth. I believe it leaves us open to interpret and
feel how the spirit is growing in us. Right now we as a church community
are living into how we create community after these past two years. We
are excited and wonder how might the spirit be inviting us to be God’s people right now. All of the questions we might ask begin with first abiding in
Jesus. To me, abiding means staying connected, resting, and leaning on
Jesus.
But as any good gardener knows, every vine needs pruning so that it
might grow. Have you ever seen a shrub that has been pruned at the right
time? The branches might look different but they will soon sprout new life.
I wonder what might need to be pruned in your life to foster growth? What
might need to be pruned in the life of our community to foster growth? I invite you to pay attention to what will pop out to you.
In addition, I wonder what gives you life? What do you believe gives
our church community life? That is where we always begin and where I find
that Jesus starts his invitation for new and exciting adventures. I’d love to
hear what you find out! May Jesus the gardener be with you!

Erin Hayes-Cook

Building On Generosity (BOG)
Capital Campaign

APRIL 2021 FINANCIAL $NAPSHOT

BY: AL RAVO
The Expenses Paid and Income amounts below do not include the funds
transferred from the Endowment to meet the church operating expenses.
November
Year to Date
Income
$14,147.64
$51,483.93
Expenses Paid
$20,580.64
$52,197.82
Net Operating Income/Deficit
($ 6,433.00)
($ 713.89)
Amount Needed from
Endowment
$
0.00 $
0.00
Comments / Observations:
1. The 4 largest operating expense payments made in March were:
• 1.) church payroll ($9,073.25).
• 2.) grounds care, plowing and salting ($4,020.00).
• 3.) facilities supplies & maintenance ($2,755.62).
• 4.) gas for heating buildings ($1,669.65).
2. The March and Year To Date net incomes were ($6,433.27) and
($713.89) respectively.
•The actual expenses were above ($3,331.00)
the budgeted expenses.
•The actual incomes were slightly above
($398.00) the budgeted incomes.
•The Board of Pension monthly dues for February and March have not been invoiced yet.
The April invoice will be adjusted and include
the February and March amounts. The usual
monthly invoice is $2,298.73.
3.The $36,000.00 transferred in January to the
Mass Mutual Investments to gain interest until
needed remain there. The funds transferred
were:
•$18,000.00 from the checking account.
• $18,000.00 from the designated donations account identified
for manse painting.
The 2022 Per Capita is $40.00 for each of the 209 members of our
Church. The total amount due in 2022 is $8,360.00 or $696.67 monthly.
In March, $310.00 was received for the Per Capita bringing the amount received in 2022 to $2,105.00 or 25.2% of the annual amount due to Presbytery.
Please contact Al Ravo if you have any questions or would like to
discuss the Church’s operational finances, the Endowment Funds, or Per
Capita.

BY: AL RAVO
•
•

•
•
•

Donations received during March, $3,833.00.
Total donations received from church members, non-members
and anonymous from September 2019 (BOG Kickoff dinner)
through March 31, 2022, $615,490.01.
Funds available for next project, $10,839.00.
51.5% of FPCH members have donated to the BOG campaign.
Donations breakdown by source:
o
5.0% - $30,680.00 from nonmembers
o
86.0% - $529,480.80 from members
o
9.0% -$55,329.21 from anonymous &
dinners
o
100.0% - $615,490.01 Total

Please contact Al Ravo if you have any questions or would like to discuss the Church’s operational finances, the Endowment Funds, Per
Capita or the Building On Generosity Capital Campaign.

34 FAMILIES SPONSORED EASTER
FLOWERS THIS MONTH
BY: MARYANN SIMMONS

Each year church members sponsor Easter flowers which grace
our sanctuary during the celebration of our Savior’s
resurrection. This year, 34 families provided sponsorship either in memory of deceased members of their family or in
thanksgiving for friends and family who are
important to them.
On behalf of the church, I want to thank each person who
sponsored these flowers. Our sanctuary looked absolutely gorgeous
as a result of your generosity.

MAY GREETERS:
MAY 1:

Beverly Saunders and Ellen Bergman

MAY 8:

Bruce and Ellen Bergman

MAY 15:

Russ Reed and Kathy Maier

MAY 22:

Peter and Carol Miller

MAY 29:

Ray and Laleeta Sookhoo

MUSIC NOTES
BY: LORINDA RAVO

In the month of May, we’ll be enjoying the following music
from our ensembles:

May 1: Holy & Mighty: Sr. Choir
He’s Got the Whole World: Joyful Noise Ringers
May 8: The Lord Will Be My Shepherd: Sr. Choir
Morning: Unity Chimers
May 15: Celebrate God’s Love: Sr. Choir
Rise and Shine: Little Lights Sunday School Choir
May 22: Be Still My Soul: Upward Ensemble
May 29: America, the Beautiful: Sr. Choir
American Medley: FPCH Ringers

SHARING OUR SMILES:
REVEALING THE JOY IN OUR LIVES EACH MONTH
BY: PAT GOHLICH

During the month of January, we have a host of reasons to
smile. Join me in celebrating the following joys in the lives
of our congregation. If you have good news to share, send
your info to Pat Gohlich at gohlich73@gmail.com
Week of April 3: We at FPCH want to welcome
back our Senior Choir who participated in its first
anthem singing since the shutdown of the church
in March of 2020 due to the pandemic. Congratulations on a job well done. You didn’t miss a
beat!
Thanks, also, to choir/music director,
Lorinda Ravo, who has steadfastly led them to
this moment. Congratulations, singers. Thank
you for enhancing our worship.
Week of April 17:
A special shout out to our
Board of Deacons for the beautiful display of flowers they provided on Easter Sunday. As always,
they decorate our sanctuary to perfection. Thank
you, all, for the service you do for us as a congregation.
Week of April 24:
Congratulations to the
Hayes-Cook family who welcomed Arden officially into the church through her baptism. May
you enjoy your newly baptized life into your new
family at First Presbyterian Church of Hackettstown.
Congratulations to the proud Mom
and Dad, Pastor Erin and Lawrence, and to
Mimi, Cathy Hayes.

Congratulations to all!

Sharing God’s Bounty
Eternal Treasures
An old epitaph reads, “What I gave, I have; what I spent, I had; what I
kept, I lost.”
Obviously this person had much wisdom. He realized that, during
his life, only that which was given to the Lord had any lasting value. The
things he had purchased while alive were used up and gone, and the possessions he owned at death were of no good to him then.
Speaking to this subject, Jesus said in Matthew 6:19-21, “Do not lay
up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and
where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in
heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not
break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be
also.” Jesus said that treasures on earth would not last. The cars we buy
will become dented and end up in the junkyard. The clothes we wear will
wear out. Jesus said that we are to store up treasures in heaven or as the
epitaph reads, “What I gave, I have.” How do we store up treasures in
heaven? When we give cheerfully and generously to God through our
churches, we store up treasures in heaven. What are these treasures?
Well, what is the only thing that goes to Heaven? Is it gold and silver?
Maybe stocks and bonds? How about that car or mansion? No! The treasure is people! God is blessed and honored through our faithful giving because, through it, the Gospel is preached and taught and souls are saved.
In a quote from Joe Seaborn we read:
“In a real sense, giving to the cause of Christ is nothing more or less than laying aside eternal investments so that when we stand before Christ in heaven, we have gold, silver, and precious stones that we have been laying at his feet all along. The crown that we talk about laying at his feet will just be one more thing that we give, our final offering, in a long string of
offerings that began long before.”
May God grant us the wisdom and then the strength to store up for
ourselves treasures in heaven rather than treasures here on earth.
© Copyright Parish Publishing, LLC ● May not be copied without permission

MEET OUR DEACONS AND ELDERS
BY: MARYANN SIMMONS

HIGHLIGHTS FROM APRIL

This month, we introduce you to our Deacon Ellen Bergman and our Elder Michele Cameron.
Please be sure to reach out to each of them if
you wish to become involved in one of their activities. Join me now in
learning more about Ellen and Michelle.
Ellen Bergman grew up on a farm and was a member of the Chester
Presbyterian Church. She attended W. VA. Wesleyan
College, earning a BS in Education and Family and
Consumer Science. Ellen taught in the Mendham and
Hackettstown school systems.
Ellen has been married to Bruce for 48 years;
she has 2 sons and 1 step daughter, 7 grandchildren,
and 2 great grandchildren.
She has many hobbies including loving and caring for children, camping, gardening, shopping and game nights with family and friends.
Ellen has had a lifetime connection with family to the Hackettstown
area and to this church. She and Bruce joined First Presbyterian Church
about 10 years ago. Presently she is serving as a deacon and serves on
the worship committee and chairs the committee for homebound congregation members.
Michele Cameron has been coming to the First Presbyterian Church
for 25+ years. She taught Sunday School for 4 and
was part of the Stewardship team for 12. More recently she was a member of the Discernment
Committee and Pastor Nominating Committee.
As a proud, newly elected Session Member she
looks forward to helping to care for our church with
a deep understanding that we are here to do God’s work. As chair of the
Public Relations Committee, it is her hope that we inspire the community
around us to share the beauty and vision of our church and congregation.
Michele is a multi-disciplinary graphic designer. An avid traveler, an
art lover, and an avid reader, publishing in the business travel field for 34+
years has been a long-time achievement.
Married here at First Presbyterian in 2002, she has been blessed with
a loving family that includes four grandchildren. She says, “her heart is full
knowing the three older ones recently joined our Sunday School program.”
Please reach out to Ellen or Michele if you would like to assist them in
their chosen ministries as Deacon and Elder of our congregation.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF
MARYANN SIMMONS

WHAT ARE THE DEACONS DOING?
BY: LORINDA RAVO

SCHOOL NEWS
BY: DONNA ANNUNZIATA

During the month of April, our dedicated Deacons continued to
maintain our Little Pantry, located on the porch of the chapel. We
also collected the orders for Easter flowers and placed them on the
dais for our service celebrating the Resurrection of our Lord! He is
Risen, indeed!
Did you know that each member of our Board of Deacons
reaches out each month to our homebound members? If you have a
family member who would like to be added to our list, please let one
of the Deacons know-we’d be delighted to add them!
We are looking forward to helping the
church’s Buildings and Grounds team enhance
the prayer garden located on the uptown side of
the church. Now that the construction work on
the exterior of the church is complete, we can
move on to the next phase of the prayer garden.
The Deacons have taken the responsibility
for the free clothing given away at the monthly
community dinner, held on the second Saturday
of each month in the chapel. Please take a
minute to find the article about this outreach PHOTO COURTESY
elsewhere in this newsletter, and if you are OF DIANE HULL.
able, we’ll welcome your help!
We also invite you to read the article about the Deacon’s Free Market
which will be returning later this year.
And remember, you don’t have to be a
member of the Board of Deacons to
help with any of our projects. We welcome all willing hands!

The children of our Sunday School enjoyed a wonderful Easter Egg
Hunt the week before Easter. Below you will see the photos detailing
the fun they shared. Photos courtesy of Donna Annunziata.

CLOTHING REQUESTED FOR
COMMUNITY DINNERS
BY: LORINDA RAVO

Throughout the fall and winter months, the Deacons were
pleased to offer free warm outwear, including jackets, sweaters, and
sweatshirts, along with new socks, to those who participated in the church’s Community Dinner. We collected clothing donations in men’s, women’s, and children’s sizes.
As we now approach spring and
summer, we’d like to continue this
outreach, but switch to gently used
lightweight jackets, sweatshirts,
summer clothing items and continue
to offer new socks as well. A collection container
will be in the front of the church for any donations
you are able to make.
As always, the Deacons thank you for your
continued support of their missions.

THE FREE MARKET RETURNS
BY: LORINDA RAVO

In the early fall, specifically September 17th, the Deacons plan
to again offer our Free Market which has been shut-down for the past
couple of years due to pandemic concerns. A
Free Market is exactly what it sounds like:
think Yard Sale without the price tags.
We accept donations of clothing, household items, sports equipment, baby supplies
including toys, holiday decorations, household décor,
linens and blankets, small appliances (vacuums,
coffeemakers, etc.) and children’s items. We cannot accept large furniture or electronics or large
appliances. These items can be dropped off at the
Chapel on September 16th. Any donations that
are left at the end of the Free Market will be boxed
up and donated to a charitable store like Re-Store in Washington or
the Salvation Army.
Keep an eye out for more information as the event gets closer,
and start looking at what you might like to donate!

BUILDING AND GROUNDS UPDATE

BOOKS FOR YOUR READING PLEASURE

BY: DIANE HULL

BY: MARYANN SIMMONS

Greetings from your Buildings and Ground Committee. I am
pleased to announce that we have had a number of upgrades occur in
our manse, our chapel, and our narthex.
Since Pastor Erin and her family have moved into the manse,
we applied for a grant and received that money
in order to purchase windows for the kitchen
and the half bath. They have been ordered
and installation will take place prior to the
painting of the exterior of the building.
In the Chapel, HMUA installed a new water
meter at no cost to us. In addition, the two
boilers are in need of lockable covers for the
emergency switch and the relief valves. That work
has been completed. Finally, Adam’s Fire Protection Company conducted an inspection and noted
that the fume hood in the kitchen does not meet
current standards and will need to be upgraded by
2026.
Our Narthex has been enhanced with furniture which has created a more welcoming entrance. The Fellowship Committee is considering using this area in the future as a meeting area after Sunday
worship for fellowship.
Finally, please mark your calendar for this year’s
Spring Work day which will take place on May 14th.
Should there be rain, we will meet on May 21st. L&M
Landscaping is donating five yards of mulch for us to
beautify the grounds, and Best Fruit Farm is donating
flowers for the front of the church. Please know that
we will work from 10 AM until 1 PM.
Coffee and
donuts will be served!
Thank you for the opportunity to serve our church and to keep
the grounds and property looking its best.

This month, in celebration of the arrival of Spring, I have selected some titles which will bring you some inspiration related to nature and religion.. I
hope you enjoy them. Happy Reading.
The Hill We Climb - Amanda Gorman. On January 20, 2021,
Amanda Gorman became the sixth and youngest poet, at
age twenty-two, to deliver a poetry reading at a presidential
inauguration. Her inaugural poem, “The Hill We Climb,” is
now available to cherish. She also has a book The Hill We
Climb and Other Poems for purchase.
These books are
great for readers of all ages.
Psalms: The Prayer Book of the Bible - Dietrich Bonhoeffer. Bonhoeffer was a German
Lutheran pastor, theologian, anti-Nazi dissident, and key
founding member of the Confessing Church.He gives one of
his secrets behind the powerful witness of his own life. He
had learned to pray the Psalms and from them drew on the
power of God in his years of imprisonment
Then Sings My Soul: 150 of the World's
Greatest Hymn Stories: Book 2 - Robert Morgan (Lorinda,
this one’s for you!!!)
Have you ever wanted to learn more about hymns, but
weren’t sure where to start? In this follow-up to his bestselling original book, Pastor Robert J. Morgan shares the incredible stories behind 150 beloved traditional hymns of
faith. Any student of music is sure to enjoy this book.
The Magic School Bus series- by Joanna Cole. Since Spring
has arrived and we are now in full swing
with the beautiful weather and outside activities, what better way to get our kids involved but through the Magic
School Bus which takes us on adventures through nature?
Join me in sharing these great books for children of all ages
as it takes us on a journey into the environment we engage
in each day of our lives.
Enjoy these suggestions as you embark on a new Spring season of
discovery and renewal.

KIDS KORNER

COLORING CORNER

A NOTE FROM OUR EDITOR
To my friends at FPCH:
Happy Spring! I am so pleased to see that many of you have
been attending church regularly with the start of the nice weather. We
have a chance to see the beautiful growth of the many flowers and trees
and grass and wildlife, especially the birds and the squirrels and the pets
that we own and the deer in the fields.
As Pastor Erin mentioned in her note to the congregation, with
new growth comes new opportunities, especially the need to prune the
plants and ourselves at the perfect time to insure that growth.
Won’t you join me in recognizing the growth of our church family
in many ways. We are welcoming new members, we are baptizing our
children and encouraging the sprouting of our Sunday School and our
choirs. We are also witnessing the flowering of our new ministries and
are finding ways to expand the programs that already exist at FPCH.
Our Deacons are finding ways to bring back the programs that
were put on hold when the pandemic arrived two years ago. Take note
that our Free Market will return in the early Fall, and the Clothing Drive
will take place on May 14th, the same day that we will hold our Church
grounds clean up. Take a look at all of the articles associated with these
activities.
I am pleased to include a number of photos which reveal the many
events that happened here at FPCH this month. We were happy to bring
back our Senior Choir, we have witnessed our Sunday schoolers share
their gift of song, and we enjoyed the musical talents of our Intergenerational orchestra., The Upward Wind Ensemble.
Finally, we saw the
baptism of Arden Cook and had the pleasure of hearing on April 24th a
sermon by our guest pastor Shelli Latham.
Although it is not noted here in this publication, Pastor Erin is in
the process of planning a Bible Study event that is sure to bring much
enlightenment to our members. Look for more information in our future
Sunday bulletins.
I want to wish you all a wonderful month of May and I look forward to seeing you all at worship.
Yours in Christ,
MaryAnn Simmons

