Yesterday, 


the city held what it called “Harvest Day.”  

It has happened to prevent waste of the food.


For many have realized that there is so much to harvest 



and sometimes you end up with more than you need, 




it was an opportunity for people to come 




and share in the bounty of the harvest.  

Having the food in and stored, 


also helped keep the bears in the woods.  

In our family, 


we harvested our carrots and parsnips on Thursday before I left for Presbytery, 


and Jesus' words rang true, 




“The harvest is plentiful.”  

But the three workers we had 


were able to accomplish the job in an hour or so.  

But we have been invited over the years to harvest cherries, 


raspberries, 


apples, 


and other produce from friends yards, 



and we have felt the reality of the second half of Jesus' words, 




“But the workers are few.”  

This is for the plants that are growing here in town.  

In the mountains, 


even with the help of the birds and the bears, 



there are millions of blueberries falling to the ground, 




never being enjoyed.  



There were thousands of pink salmon 




that are now nutrients in our streams 




instead of food in our belly.  

The harvest is plentiful, 


but the workers are few.”

So what are we to do to change this?  

The NIV translates it as, 


“Ask” the Lord to send workers.  

The Message translation helps us bring home the intent of the word “Ask.”  


“On your knees 



and pray for harvest hands!” 

The New Living Translation reads, 


“So pray to the Lord.”  
The word means to ask with urgency, 


to plead 


or to beg.  

In our sentence, 


it is in the imperative, 



so it is a command.  

Jesus is telling us to demand to God, 


the Lord of the Harvest, 



that he send workers into his harvest field.

Now, this is where different ears hear this passage differently.  


Some hear it as a call for themselves to get out there 


and get to work on the harvest.  

But looking at what the command, 


the imperative verb is, 



it is to be praying, 



asking the Lord to send out workers into his harvest field.  

Jesus' focus is on prayer.  

This is one of the few places in the gospels where Jesus tells us what to pray for.  


He does so in the Lord's prayer, 


and then now here, 



asking the Lord to send people out to make the Kingdom Come, 



The Lord's Will Be Done, 




here on earth, 





as it is in Heaven.

At times, 


I feel like a broken record, 



trying to find a way to be an impactful part of this community 




for the Kingdom of God.  

This text is a challenging one to my approach.  


Are we looking for ways to serve? 


Or are we praying for ways and people to serve?  

The difference is subtle, 


but important.  

And in the long run, 


both lead to people serving.  

But the part that I like to skip over as a doer and a fixer, 


is the praying part.  

But Jesus does not say, 


“Ask the Lord of the Harvest to send you out into his harvest field 


or to show you what to do.”  

He says 


“Pray that the Lord sends workers into his field.”  

This text puts the first responsibility upon us to pray, 


to ask that the Lord would do this.

The reason for this is, 


it is up to the Lord to send the workers 


and to prepare the harvest.  

Yesterday, 


during Harvest Day, 



much of what people harvested, 




was grown under others watch by God.  

Our rhubarb is a prime case of God doing all the work 


and us enjoying the benefits of harvest.  

Jesus has set up a case of having everything ready to go.  


The seed has been planted, 


the soil watered and fed, 


the crop is ready, 



will anyone come and harvest it?

Harvesting is the easy job.  


Eva was able to help with the harvest, 



as all she needed to do was grab onto the carrot leaves and pull, 




which she practices doing with my and Ky's hair all of the time.



Plus she likes digging in the dirt.  

Eva, 


even being less than one year old, 



was able to harvest.  

We did not put her in charge of preparing the soil, 


or planting, 


or watering, 


or weeding, 

but for harvesting 


she was free to work as much as she wanted.  

The only restriction was, 


“No eating the dirt!”  



She only needed reminding once.

Now, there is a history, 


even in the reformed tradition, 



of saying this is a call for Pastors and Teachers to enter the ministry.  

But this is a passing of the buck 


and putting more into the words than Jesus intended.  

The word for workers is ergatas, 


one who works.  



It is the most basic definition of someone doing something.  

It is not teacher or evangelist, 


preacher or elder.  

It is simply a worker who will work.  


They don't have to be specialized, 



because it is God who has prepared the harvest.  

They just need to be ready to enter the harvest field 


and pick what is there.  

They are there to take what God has been at work at for years 


and make it of use to his Kingdom.  

That is all the more these workers are to do.  

If no one is there to make the connections, 


to show how God has been at work in a persons life, 

the fruit that has been produced, 


falls to the ground 


and is wasted away.  

But if someone is there, 


the fruit is turned into something more,



 something greater, 


than just nutrients for the earth.  



It is turned into apple pie, 



rhubarb crisp, 



raspberry jam, 



roasted parsnips, 



carrot soup, 



baked potatoes, 



or smoked salmon




which smells way better than Pullen Creek Salmon this time of year.  
The same is true for us.  


If our coworkers, 


our family, 



who have so much talent, 



so many skills, 



so many positive ways in which they influence the world, 

if we are not praying for them to be part of the harvest on God's behalf, 


they are only scratching the surface of what they could be doing.

If we are regularly praying by ourselves 


and with others 

that God would do this, 


there is a danger, 



and this is where we need to hear Jesus well.  


He wants us to pray, 



but the praying for workers 




will most likely lead us who are praying, 




to see ways in which we can be at work in a new way.  

We often get so caught up in that new way, 


that we forget to continue to pray for more people to join the harvest. 

 If you have seen what God can do, 


we know that asking him to be at work 



is way more effective that trying to do it all ourselves.  


For God is our savior, 



not us.  

People will be praying for us to join in on the harvest, 


but it will not be completed, 



until others come in 




and help with the work.  

The starting place for that to happen is prayer.  


Harvesters are needed.  

The best way to recruit them, 


is to ask the Lord to send them.  

When the Lord hears our prayers, 



there is a good chance that we will be called out into his harvest field.  
But to go out into the world to harvest it, 


before the Lord has sent 


or called us, 



is to be trespassing, 



or to be trying to harvest before the fruit is ripe.  


Or as Jesus called it in the Sermon on the Mount, 



to be casting Pearls before Swine.  

Let us look for ways to get together and pray, 

let us find times to pray by ourselves, 



and to ask the Lord to harvest 




all that he has created 





for the good of his Kingdom.  

When all of those who are eligible to harvest


are actually doing the work of the harvest, 



what a world that will be!  

So invite those who God has put on your heart 


through your times of asking or prayer, 



to come and join the harvest!
Then he said to his disciples, 


“The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. 
38 Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, 


to send out workers into his harvest field.” 
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